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Manong Job loses fight against cancer at 65
By Jameela Antionette I. Mendoza 
and Andrea D. Lim
 
JOB LACSON, known as the 
“Manong Mani” of Silliman 
University (SU), died at the age of 
65 after battling with stage four 
pancreatic cancer around 8 a.m. last 
July 3 at his house.

Despite being 80 percent blind, 
Manong Job had been selling 
sugarcoated nuts, green peas, and 
assorted candies in the campus 
without paying rent for 25 years.

He sold goods in front of the 
library and in the pathway from 
CBA grounds to the Roman T. Yap 
Hall. He stopped selling goods last 
year because of the cancer. Many 
Sillimanians visited him and some 
groups raised funds last semester to 
aid his treatment costs.

On selling
Dave Lacson, Manong Job’s son 

and former physical education 
teacher in the university, said that 

his father considers selling goods in 
Silliman as “something more than 
just a job.”

He also said that by Manong 
Job’s mere presence, students were 
encouraged.

“My father was like a ‘grotto’ to 
students. He would place his hand 
and pray over students who go to him 
and ask for prayers,” said Dave.

Dave added that his father did not 
stop selling even if he and his sister 
graduated in the university with 
teaching degrees.

“He knew that God’s purpose for 
him was to stay in Silliman.  He also 
knew the purpose why he was blind 
and why he was suffering when he 
got sick,” he said.

He said that he did not see his 
father’s passing as a defeat. Instead, 
he saw it as a victory because his 
suffering ended.

Remembering Manong Job
Silliman alumnus Bron Teves said 

that he finds Manong Job amazing 

because his blindness is not a 
hindrance for him to live his life to 
the fullest.

“After a long time of not being in 
Silliman, I came back together with 
my children. I introduced them to 
Manong Job, and they, too, were 
amazed,” Teves said.

For Maya Jajalla, a senior mass 
communication student, transferring 
from Guy Hall to Roman T. Yap Hall 
was sad, but the sadness was taken 
away upon seeing Manong Job on the 
way to class.

“I guess one of my consolations in 
exchanging the view of the sea for the 
30-step inclined journey towards our 
classes was another uplifting view in 
a human’s face: Manong Job’s smile 
whenever he hears our steps walking 
towards him. He always wears it. It’s a 
smile that warms one’s heart, a smile 
I’ll never forget,” said Jajalla.

His funeral service was held at the First 
Baptist Church in Barangay Piapi. ~

By Andrea Dawn E. Boycillo               

AMPALAYA THE MUSICAL will 
be staged on July 15 at the Tanghalang 
Nicanor Abelardo of the Cultural 
Center of the Philippines (CCP).

The musical is based on “Alamat ng 
Ampalaya” (The Legend of Ampalaya), 
an award-winning book written by 
Augie Rivera Jr. The matinee will be 
at 3 p.m. and gala at 8 p.m., and ticket 
prices range from Php 300-5,000 

depending on seats.
Ampalaya had a 10-show run last 

September 2014 and a comeback 
last July 3, 4, 5, and 6 at the Luce 
Auditorium. The show run in Manila 
is organized by the Cultural Affairs 
Committee (CAC).

“This is a big opportunity because 
Dumaguete’s unique culture and arts 
will be presented to a whole different 
place [Manila], which is a good thing. 

CAC brings Ampalaya to 
CCP Main Theater

TAYO NA: James de Vera, Executive Director of TAYO Awards Foundation, 
encourages the youth to explore, innovate, and inspire the community 
during a talk held on July 3 at the Silliman University Library. PHOTO BY 
Cheri V. Ansale
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Drizzle. Sillimanians face the start of the raining season with jackets and 
umbrellas. PHOTO BY Lucille Jean Raterta

SUCN maintains 
100% passing rate

By Leslie J. Batallones                           

WITH TWO TOP board passers, 
a total of 56 new licensed nurses 
retained the 100 percent passing 
rate of Silliman University College 
of Nursing (SUCN) in the Nursing 
Licensure Examinations (NLE) last 
May 2015.

The Professional Regulation 
Commission named Silliman 
University (SU) as the top one 
performing school in Nursing, 
together with West Visayas State 
University- La Paz, and Chinese 
General Hospital Colleges. SUCN 
also ranked number one in the NLE 
last year.

Level IV Coordinator Osel Sherwin 
Melad said that this rank was achieved 
because of the faculty and staff ’s style 
of teaching and students’ diligence.

“The curriculum and style of 
teaching here are very difficult. It’s not 
a bed of roses. We instill discipline, 
importance of right attitude, and strict 
attendance to students. But when they 
took the board, all hardships were 
really paid off,” Melad said. 

Aiming for a 100 percent, however, 
is more important than producing 
topnotchers.

“Our [goal] is not to make 
[topnotchers] but we make sure that 
we always have a 100 percent passing 
rate. We want everyone to share the 
success,” Melad said. 

Topnotchers
For eighth and 10th Silliman 

topnotchers Carla Mae Abrigo and 
Sabrina Kristine Avanceña, topping is 
not a priority.

Abrigo shared that the financial 
problems after her father’s death were 
some reasons why she sometimes 
could focus on her review.

“My mother could not afford to 
send me into a review center because 
we are suffering heavily from financial 
problems after my father’s death, but 
she managed to work it out in the end. 
When my mother could not send me 
my allowance, I tried to stuff myself 
with the cheapest cup of coffee in 
town and some candies,” Abrigo said.  

Abrigo added that we should 
learn to trust God because he knows 
everyone’s worries and needs.

Just like Abrigo, topping the board 
exam was not a goal of Avanceña, a 
22-year-old former member of J2Mad 
of SU church.

“All I really wanted and prayed 
for was that my batch mates and I 
would pass together and get another 
100 percent for Silliman. Being a 
topnotcher was just the icing on my 
cake,” she said.

The other 54 new Sillimanian 
nurses are:

1. Abayan, Christia Valerie 
2. Acosta, Laarni

FDA warns 
nursing students 
vs fake drugs

continue to page 4...

By Leslie J. Batallones               

THE FOOD AND Drug 
Administration (FDA) warned 
Silliman University (SU) nursing 
students on the dangers of fake drugs 
on a lecture last Friday at Audio Visual 
Theater 1.

FDA Regulation Officer III Lanette 
Lee Querubin stressed that the public 
cannot easily detect fake drugs.  

There is a 10 percent possibility that 
nurses can administer fake drugs to 
their patients. 

The lecture, titled as ‘Educational 
Seminar for Medical, Nursing, and 
Pharmacy Students on the Dangers 
of Counterfeit Medicines,’ the is one 
of their programs in preventing the 
spread of ‘counterfeit drugs’, medicinal 
products with wrong ingredients, with 
below 80 percent active ingredient 
content, and are mislabeled.

“It’s hard to know who produce 
fake drugs and where these are 
produced. Counterfeit medicines 
have better packaging than the 
original and true medicine. They may 
involve syndicates and fly by night 
operations,” Querubin said.

Counterfeit drugs can worsen a 
continue to page 4...



The Aquino administration, through 
the Department of Education, has been 
making Kindergarten to (Grade) 12 
program appear like a necessary pill 
that Filipinos have to swallow like its 
neighbors. But the educational system 
in the country is too sick that it takes 
more than what I consider a ‘sudden 
chemotherapy’ to resurrect it from its 
poor condition.
 With its implementation even if our 

former K- to- 10 education system 
problems remain unsolved, we now 
suffer from the negative side effects of 
having six years of primary education, 
four years of junior high school, and 
two more years of senior high school, 
further crippling development.
 I am a product of K- to- 10 observing 

how everyone would be coping 
with the K to 12 program – affected 
students like my younger brother who 
is in Grade 3 in my former alma matter, 
my hardworking parents, adjusting 
teachers, fellow soon-to-be passé K- 
to- 10 products but are still affected.
 I believe that ten years of education 

is enough if it is of good quality; 
quantity of duration is not the sole 
basis of global competence in terms of 
work. Most schools are incompetent 
because of many factors beyond the 
number of years.
 First, public schools lack classrooms 

and facilities, contrary to claims 
by DepEd that it has licked this 
problem claiming even further that 
there are schools with no space for 
extra classrooms. Education Assistant 
Secretary Jesus Mateo said that 
66,813 classrooms had already been 
constructed as of December 2013, 
but that up to now many classrooms 
accommodate more than 60 students. 
Facilities inside the classrooms like 
blackboard, chairs, tables, electric fans, 
etc. are such in short supply.
Students should not just learn about 

theories but their application as 
well. Can you imagine someone so 
knowledgeable in science only through 
written experiments on textbooks 
without knowing what goes on inside 
a science laboratory? What’s the use 
of memorizing all experiment tools if 
we never had the chance to try using 
these? We can’t even say that we are 
rich in theories because we also have 
problems with the books we use. They 
are not in short supply, but they are too 
expensive to own.
My elder brother’s books used to be 

handed down to me before since we 
studied in the same school and all the 
mandatory books are costly.
 Now, I am astonished as my parents 

are paying P9, 800 for all of my 
younger brother’s books since my 
books are no longer relevant to the 

K-to-12 program. And as I browse my 
brother’s books, I am dismayed to see 
that there had not been too much yet 
may parents pay P200-300 increase for 
the almost insignificant changes in the 
new set of books.
 K-to-12 would not even assure 

raise of teachers’ wages because there 
would be no additional teaching load 
or teaching hours. I think it’s a slap 
to their faces because they have to 
adjust to the K-to-12 teaching format 
without any incentives.
 Schools being businesses have to 

find ways to improve their incomes 
and profits. Some do it by raising 
tuition fees annually. Others resort to 
imposing so many miscellaneous fees 
that end up being bigger than the 

tuition fees themselves. In my former 
alma mater, my parents used to pay 
P27, 000 for my tuition. But for my 
Grade 3 brother now, they have to shell 
out P40, 800 in the same school in a 
span of nine years.
 Many schools, private or public, 

require students to buy their books, 
uniforms and school supplies from 
the school, leaving parents with no 
choice but to pay more for these 
items which can be bought on bargain 
elsewhere. I don’t know if this is with 
the permission of DepEd. Before, my 
mom would take me to tailor shops 
and department stores for such things.  
Notebooks alone range from P20 to 
P30 a piece in the schools.
 Science or computer laboratories—a 

school’s hallmark to being globally-
competitive—often break down from 
too many users and from wear- and- 
tea forcing students to pay internet 
fees outside. We pay music fees for a 
broken piano and lab tools are only for 
display purposes, yet we pay atrocious 
lab fees. With books almost outdated 
by the digital age, we pay library fees 
for manual catalog cards for printed 
books that are hardly readable.
I’m not against K to 12. The 

Philippines is just not ready for it. If 
ever I work outside the country, I want 
to be a unique product of an effective 
and developed K- to- 10 program, 
one that is globally-competitive in a 
workplace where my workmates are all 
K- to- 12 products, if only to disprove 
the DepEd’s claim that the Philippines 
(one of only 3 countries using K-to-
10) has been backward because of it.
 The President should have focused 

on solving the problems besetting 
the educational system instead of this 
sudden shift to K-to-12. I can’t imagine 
myself thanking this administration 
for this wrong move, in the future.~

It has been three weeks since the 
classes at Silliman University started. 
I had to change all the practices that I 
had developed in high school. I had to 
adapt to the fact that  classes in college 
only meet twice a week. 

During the Genesis, we, the students 
met new groups, fraternities, sororities 
and societies of the interests of our 
fun and leisure. Joining organizations 
might be worthwhile. They may 
transform you to become better and 
sociable, expanding your circles. I 
remember one day during the expo, 
one booth offered us refreshments. 
Aside from the juice and the bread, 
which serve to beat the sizzling heat 
of the high afternoon, I also received a 
roll of paper that refreshed my thoughts 
of spiritualism. Written in the piece 
of paper was a phrase from the book 
of Jeremiah which tells us “God Has 
Plans for US.” He has really planned 
something for us. That is why I am 
encouraging all freshies to take part of 
the societies, socio-civic organizations 
and other organizations as where you 
may find your plans from God.

As a freshie, here are some tips that 
may be in the GENESIS mag or from 
my thoughts that may help you cope 
with the challenges here in Silliman 
University.

1. Always run on the hallways 
away from doors (or suffer pain). Don’t 
run when the floor is wet.

2. Always choose softdrinks 
from the vending machines to ensure 

satisfaction of money. Or if you can 
afford, try everything until you get 
what you want. Problems on shortage 
of coins? Just insert 20 pesos to a 
vending machine and turn the knob 
and coins will drop out of the slot.

3. Always bring your class 
schedule. Always know your block 
mates and your subject teachers. It is 
very humiliating to enter the wrong 
class. 

4. While in Ausejo Hall, take 
the stairs near the vending machine 
instead of the ramp so that you will not 
be exhausted. Don’t take the elevator 

because it is broken.
5. Stay in your classroom 5 

minutes before your class schedule. 
Make bets with your classmates if they 
will be late or not.

6. If the teacher/professor is not 
in your room after 30 minutes,leave 
your rooms as fast as you can. Don’t 
hesitate to wait longer. Just get out of 
the room unless the teacher is at the 
door already.

7. Always smile and make 
new friends. Do not be shy on asking 
questions. Every free time is a time for 
making new friends. Hotspots are on 
kiosks where you can share thoughts 

and perceptions.
8. Don’t be noisy at the library 

or else the control section may 
confiscate your IDs.  Never sleep 
during presentations in the Luce 
Auditorium or the LACUU team will 
ask you to get out of the auditorium.  

9. Have good time management 
and only bring what you need in 
classes. Never forget to bring your 
ballpen and notebooks. 

10. Choose wisely on what 
organizations you will join. It must be 
related to your likes or hobbies because 
it is very hard to like what you don’t 
like unless you force yourself to like 
what you don’t really like. And don’t 
force yourself too hard on what you 
like if the thing you like does not make 
an impact to your life.

How fun can it be in college. A 
lot more than we expected. Most 
freshmen think that college is the 
worst stage of education. Math is 
very hard in college. You need to 
sleep late in order to study and make 
assignments. But, here you can make 
friends and grab more opportunities. 
Grow confidence and get to know your 
God. Well, there is more activities in 
the bucket list to experience while we 
are here at Silliman. All freshies will 
live and enjoy their college life to the 
max. Thanks to Silliman University 
and the SUSG for the warm welcome 
as we step up to college.~

2  twsopinion the weekly sillimanian
8 July 2015

Last June 26, a divided U.S. Supreme Court made a historic decision by 
legalizing same-sex marriage. The 5-4 ruling made the U.S. the 21st country 
to legalize same-sex marriage across all 50 states.

This means same-sex couples in those states may enjoy legal rights and benefits of 
heterosexual couples. Their civil status will also be recognized on official documents 
such as birth and death certificates.

The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) community in Silliman, 
together with straight people considered as allies, started using Celebrate Pride, a 
Facebook application that puts rainbow hues on profile pictures and the hashtag 
#LoveWins. Photographs showing people raising rainbow flags around the world 
are all over social media sites. 

On the other hand, those who are against it put big cross signs on their 
Facebook profile pictures. They post or tweet Bible verses that states the illegality of 
homosexuality and use the hashtag “#LoveWon when Christ died on the cross 2000 
years ago.”

Online and personal debates about 
the matter have also been continuous in 
the campus. Some stopped talking to 
each other. Even friendships ended because of the clash of opinions that is very visible 
on social media sites. Some students and even professors started unfriending people 
who are against it on their Facebook friend list.

Sillimanians who wants it legalized in the Philippines still fight for it, despite the 
flipped Bible pages and thrown verses against homosexuality. They consider marriage 
as a covenant recognized by the State, not by the Church. Marriage equality would 
lead to equal rights, not special rights. They stressed that homosexuals, too, can love 
truly and raise children well.

Meanwhile, those who are against same-sex marriage hold on to what is stated 
in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11: “Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor 
adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders…will inherit the kingdom 
of God.” Hebrews 13:14 also states that “God will judge the sexually immoral.” 

They stress that homosexual desires is not a sin, it is temptation. It is when 
homosexual acts become overt that they become a sin. The Bible commands that one 
must continually resist temptation. They continue to oppose homosexual marriage 
and behavior, knowing that Jesus Christ’s court and rules is higher than the Supreme 
Court’s.

Despite the division, the Weekly Sillimanian believes that if love wins, so does 
mutual respect. Homosexuals would not feel and express strongly about gender 
inequality in the aspect of rights if the pain they are experiencing is not real. 
Homosexuality, once considered as a mental disorder, may have been disproved by 
psychologist Dr. Robert Spitzer on 1981, but the discrimination is not yet part of 
history. In the Philippine report under the study of United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP) last year, Filipino LGBTs are subjected to discrimination and 
bullying not just on marriage but in the aspects of work, education, and even politics.

At the same time, people against same-sex marriage should not be generalized 
as homophobic in an instant just because they oppose it. They also have the right 
to be respected for their stand on the matter. It is possible for everyone to love and 
respect one another despite different views and beliefs. No one has the right to judge, 
condemn, and throw the first stone because everyone is still learning to love truly. ~
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Still Learning to Love

Philippine Education System Blues

the weekly sillimanian
8 July 2015 twsfeatures  3

College as a Freshie

Editor-in-chief Andrea D. Lim
Associate Editor John Rey L. villareal
News Editor Jameela I. Mendoza
Feature Editor Christian Renz M. Torres
Business Manager Eric  Gerard D. Ruiz

News Writers Leslie J. Batallones, Andrea E. Boycillo, 
Nerra Bonf S. Caong, Jann viansee O. Cardenas
Feature Writers Nurlyn J. Elli, Katherine C. Ortega,
Kathryn Ged L. Ballesteros
Photojournalists Babe Jocelie B. Isaga,
Lucille Jean Raterta, Cheri Lian V. Ansale
Cartoonist Hervey Angelo F. Avenido
Circulation Manager Jessica A. Remata
Office Manager Andre Bonne Felipe L. villareal
Layout Artist Gloria Gem T. Lumayag
Web Manager Mariana G. Varela

Adviser Warlito S. Caturay Jr.

The weekly sillimanian is published every 
week by the students of Silliman University, with 
editorial and business addresses at 1/F Oriental 
Hall, Silliman University, Hibbard Avenue, 
Dumaguete City 6200, Philippines. SU PO Box 
24. Telephone number (35) 422-6002 local 243.

https://www.facebook.com/
towardsaprogressivecampuspress

theweeklysillimanian1516@gmail.com

Opinions expressed in the columns are 
those of the columnists and not of tws or of 
Silliman University. Comments, questions, 
and suggestions are highly appreciated. All 
submitted manuscripts become the property 
of tws. Manuscripts will be edited for brevity 
and clarity.

Member: College Editors Guild of the Philippines

sillimaniansspeak
Compiled by Jessica Remata 

“Was the Silliman University Student Government (SUSG) 
Genesis activities effective in orienting freshmen to the 

Silliman life? Why or why not?”

“For me, the Genesis activity was  not totally effective. Because those who actually joined the activity 
were mostly other students from other year levels and the benefits like free ballpens, the free ice cream 
and all those other free stuff which were supposed to be for the freshmen. The higher year levels were 
the ones who were enjoying those privileges.” 
Isiah Wallace A. Aba, Bachelor of Science in Chemistry – IV

“Yes. Genesis was effective for me because it is a way to be able to develop teamwork and it also allowed 
me to meet new people.” 
 Mikhaella Ponce De Leon, Bachelor of Business Administration Management – I 

“I don’t know because I wasn’t informed about the activity.” – 
Dominic Troy A. Kadusale, Bachelor of Secondary Education – MAPEH – II 

“Yes. The Genesis was effective because it made the students socialize and meet new people.” 
 Katch Tristan Lomboy Dominguez, Bachelor of Science in Medical Technology – I  

Next Issue’s Question:
“What are your expectations for this year’s SUSG?

For your answers, just text the Circulation Manager (09057943107).  Indicate your full name 
(with middle initial), course and year. 

syllimanian
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Looking Through the L ines
By  Andrea Dawn E. Boycillo                                                             

“Poetry is the rhythmical creation 
of beauty in words”, said the late 
American poet, Edgar Allan Poe. 

Poetry is a difficult art – and not everyone 
may be good at it. Not everyone can 
appreciate the beauty in words.

Luis Francia, an award-winning 
Fil-Am poet, journalist, and 
nonfiction writer, is one who has 
mastered the art of poetry.

Francia visited Silliman University 
last June 24 and gave a lecture on 
the poetic process through three of 
his poems: “Double Vision” (from 
the book “Tattered Boat”), “At the 
Dance”, and “Zen Fishing”.

He chose those three poems 
because “they are very different from 
each other so he wanted to give the 
audience an idea of the different 
processes he as a poet undergoes.”

Starting Poetry

Francia started writing poems when 
he was a college freshman. His first 
step was sitting down and grabbing a 
piece of paper. Sometimes he would 
write lines on his notebook and start 
with that. If he did not prepare any 
lines, he would use a word that he 
liked and explored on it.

“For instance, in the first poem 
[Double Vision] I discussed mood 
and doom, so I saw two words with 
the same letters, so I start [sic] with 
that,” he said.

The poet added that there are 
different ways that trigger him to 
write a poem.

“… Just one word, a line, an image, 
or nothing at all. So you just wait, 
you write, even if it is nonsense 
just keep writing until something 
emerges,” he added.

Francia’s inspiration to write 
poetry is not his feelings but the 
words themselves. He said that it 

usually starts with an unclear feeling 
that makes him want to explore and 
analyze it through words.

“Once I started exploring, the 
feeling becomes clear. In some ways, 
the writing creates the feeling. It 
starts out with some kind of feeling or 
thought that’s not so clear and I want 
to see what it’s all about and that’s 
how I start writing,” Francia said.

Poetic Standards
According to Francia, a “good” 

poem “has to have music, has to be 
metaphorical, magical, and cannot 
be narrative-driven.”

The Fil-Am poet also emphasized 
the importance of knowing the 
difference between poetry and prose 
as it may affect the work of the writer.

“There are a lot of people who 
write poems that are just prose lines 
divided into lines. A lot of poems 
don’t work because the writer doesn’t 
know the difference between prose 

and poetry. They’re confusing prose 
and poetry. So since they don’t know 
the difference, they think if they 
break it up into lines it makes it a 
poem, which is nonsense,” he said.

Francia also added that it is 
important that writers have fellow 
writer friends for them to critique 
your work. “I have a couple of 
friends. We look at each other’s 
works and critique. It’s an important 
part of being a writer; you need to 
have fellow writers.”

Even if he has mastered the art of 
poetry, Francia, just like any other 
writer, also suffers from the “Writer’s 
Block” (the condition of being unable 
to think of what to write or how to 
proceed with writing).

“It’s like a virus. You just have to bear 
it, be patient, wait, and do exercises. 
That’s actually very important when 
you have a writer’s block. You still need 
to do exercises,” he said.

Wise Words
Francia would love to be read.  “… 

It’s kind of frustrating if you don’t 
have people reading [your work]. It’s 
like being a chef, you cook wonderful 
meals and nobody eats them. I do 
want to be read.”

His advice for aspiring poets is to 
“ just keep writing. Write, read, and 
write some more. Even if you don’t 
get read, you have to keep the faith.”

For the award-winning poet, 
writing poetry is “like believing. 
It is believing in something and if 
you believe in it than you have to 
show your devotion and belief by 
worshipping – the altar is the page, 
and the words are your homage.”

“So keep writing and reading, and 
just not give up, because poetry’s 
difficult. It’s one of the loneliest 
arts in the world, and you have to 
be strong and keep at it,” Francia 
concluded.~

Andrea D. Lim

Bringing dead 
Lines to Life

Manong Job and 
the Job Well Done

by Andrea Lim and Jameela Mendoza

Away from the mire, and 
away from the clay, 
God leads His dear children along; 

Away up in glory, eternity’s day, 
God leads His dear children along. 
- Refrain of “God Leads Us Along” 
by George Young

“God Leads Us Along,” Job Lacson 
or Manong Mani’s favorite song, 
was written by George Young, a 19th 
century preacher and carpenter who 
spent his lifetime serving in rural 
communities. Through financial 
hardships, his wife never left him. But 
one day, while Young was preaching, 
local thugs who did not like his 
preaching burned his house. This 
experience made Young reaffirm his 
faith in God and write this song.

Around 1940, Songwriter Haldor 
Lillenas found out Young’s address 
to visit Young’s widow. He described 
the widow as someone who radiated 
the joy of the Lord, which might have 
been influenced by her husband’s 
faithfulness to God.

Just like Young, hardships, trials, 
and challenges are words were not 
new for Manong Job who became 80 
percent blind when he was seven and 
raised his family by selling sugarcoated 
nuts, green peas, and assorted candies 
in the campus without paying rent for 
25 years.

Manong Job has been selling 
sugarcoated peanuts, green peas, 
assorted nuts, and candies in front 
of the library and in the pathway 
from CBA grounds to the Roman T. 
Yap Hall. He stopped last year upon 
knowing his sickness.

And just like Lillenas, students 
have been visiting his funeral service 
with minds filled with memories 
about him and hearts filled with love 
and respect for him.

Dave Lacson, Manong Job’s son 
and a former P.E. teacher in the 
campus, was very welcoming to 
visitors. One could not see tears nor 
sorrow in his eyes.

“He has been interviewed many 

times, especially by mass com 
students. But before he died, he told 
me to tell everyone the story he wants 
Silliman to know,” Dave said.

Beyond the selling of goods
Manong Job studied only until 

Grade One, but he is good in 
mathematics and economics.

“Sila mga mag igsuon, mga intelligent 
sila, di nga lang nakapagtapos,” Dave 
said.

He and his wife 
were from Mabinay, 
but they moved to 
the mountains of 
Kabankalan to do 
missionary work.

“He was a very 
deep Christian man. 
He could preach 
really well. He 
memorized almost 
everything in the 
Bible thru hearing,” 
Dave said.

Dave admitted that 
he cannot count how 
many instruments 
his dad knew , 
because it seems 
like he could play 
almost all the usual 
instruments. He 
could also sing very 
well. The duration 
when Silliman was 
closed during the 
Marcos regime, he 
would stay in the 
music sala which was still in Hibbard 
Hall, and play the harmonica.

“He liked complicated pieces, 
mostly classical and hymns. You could 
never see him play simple pieces,” he 
said.

Manong Job also had a good 
memory. He remembered almost 
everything in detail – from birthdays 
to anniversaries, from treasured 
memories to even song lyrics and 
melody.

“Choir members in our church 
usually practice for two days, but 

for Dad, it just took a few hours. It’s 
easy for him to memorize lyrics and 
melody,” Dave said.

Questions and revelations
During the last days of his dad, 

Dave was asking him as to how many 
lives he saved, only to be reminded 
that he was no savior. He also thought 
of asking his dad if he wanted to 
stop working because after all, his 
children already graduated, only to be 

reminded that his Dad stayed selling 
because he knew his purpose.

These revelations, for him, always 
lead him to God.

He said that a lot of students, even 
his athletes when he was still teaching 
in SU, kept on visiting him since 1989, 
and they would usually ask, “How did 
you live with suicidal thoughts or 
depression, Manong Job?”

Manong Job once told Dave that 
more than fifty students came to him 

and asked for advice or prayer.
“He never said his prayers out loud 

whenever students asked him to pray 
for them before an exam. He would 
just ask, ‘Did you study?’, and he 
would just let them sit down beside 
him and silently pray,” Dave said.

The usual businessmen focus on 
profit, but Manong Job desired to 
be an encouragement to the students 
who encountered him.

“There was once a student who 
wondered why only 
Manong Job was 
the only vendor who 
could sell without 
a permit. It did not 
take long for him 
to get the answer as 
students said that 
his mere presence 
was already an 
encouragement for 
them to live their 
lives to the fullest,” 
Dave shared.

Manong Job 
would also go far 
in reaching out to 
students by teaching 
those who were 
struggling playing 
the harmonica. He 
usually taught them 
after 5 p.m.

On being Dad
Manong Job was 

considered by his 
children as soft 
spoken, opposite to 

his wife, a disciplinarian. He didn’t 
tell people what to do. Instead, he 
would just let people decipher his 
actions.

“Grabe siya. Back then, during rainy 
season, I would acquire infection or 
fever. At 4 a.m., he would walk from 
Mabinay to Kabankalan even though 
it’s really far just to get medicine,” 
Dave said.

Dave recalled a time when he 
needed a bicycle for a triathlon. 
During the 1990s, the cheapest 
bicycle was around Php10,000. He 

was hesitating to ask his dad because 
he knew that both he and his sister 
were in college and his dad was only 
a vendor.

“But my dad was like, ‘How much 
is the bike?’ and ‘Where can we buy 
it?”  Dave said.

Manong Job’s wife would also tell 
him to “always look at their father for 
you to be able to fulfill responsibilities 
no matter what people would say.”

Without sorrow
“Actually, this is the first time I did 

not feel sorrow after seeing a coffin,” 
Dave said.

Manong Job did not want to bid 
farewell during the last gasps of 
breath. He believed that it is just a 
separation from the body. People will 
meet him again in heaven someday.

“I am celebrating, not mourning, 
because his suffering already ended. 
He is happy with the Lord,” he said. 
He said he did not cry when he knew 
about Manong Job’s death.

Dave also said that his father is 
thankful to the Silliman community 
for letting him stay inside the campus 
to sell goods.

“My father said that Sillimanians 
did not steal money from him despite 
knowing his blindness,” Dave said.

People say that a person’s favorite 
song can say so much about them. 
Songs speak to us in a way that they 
reflect our lives, making a connection 
between songwriters and listeners. 
There will always be that one song 
that makes people think it’s written 
for them. For Manong Job, it is no 
wonder that he loves the song “God 
Leads Us Along,” for he and George 
Young shared the same unshakable 
faith despite facing trials.

How Manong Job managed to live 
his life to the fullest is no secret. For 
him, having the attitude, character, 
and faith in God, is how Sillimanians 
can be able to see light. Manong Job’s 
life touches each one to live their lives 
as victors. Memories of him remind 
people that in every challenge, God 
leads them along.~

Photo by Denniz Futalan
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#LOveWiNS. In the United States of America, the Supreme Court has ruled that all states should legalize same-sex marriage on June 26. For the Pride Movement, there is 
still more work to pave towards total equality. Here are some milestones of the LGBTQ+ community:

The Netherlands was the first country 
to legalize same-sex marriage when 
their Parliament voted 107-33 to 
eliminate discrimination from their 
marriage laws. The law requires that 
at least one member of the couple 
be a Dutch national or live in the 
Netherlands, and it took effect on 
April 1, 2001.

Compiled by: John Rey L. Villareal via http://www.freedomtomarry.org/landscape/entry/c/international and http://www.telesurtv.net/english/telesuragenda/International-Gay-Pride-2015-20150628-0014.html and http://goo.gl/ou6Ip

Time Magazine featured Laverne 
Cox on the cover, making her the first 
transgender woman to be featured 
on the cover of Time. This helped 
expose the societal snub against the 
T in LGBT, paving more exposure to 
what is considered “America’s next 
civil rights frontier”.

June 28th is International Gay Pride 
Day, a holiday which commemorates 
the Stonewall Riots of 1969 that 
accelerated the movement for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 
Queer and Intersex (LGBTQI) rights 
in the United States. The day is now 
commemorated all over the world 
with marches, parades, and festivities.

Quote of the Week
“All I really, really want our love to do is 

to bring out the best in me and in you, too.”
     - Joni Mitchell

Facebook, the social media giant shows 
its support to the legalization of same-
sex marriage by giving users the option 
to apply a rainbow filter over their profile 
picture. Reportedly, over 26 million people 
worldwide have altered their images 
through the Facebook pride filter.

It’s like telling them that we exist,” 
said Mary Anne Ortiz, the lead actor 
of the musical.

The musical is directed by Dessa 
Quesada-Palm of the Philippine 
Educational Theater Association, 
with original music by guitarist 
Michael Dadap, who has set the 
music using the Orchestra Sin Arco, 
choreography by Angelo Sayson, and 
musical direction by Dr. Elizabeth 
Susan Vista-Suarez.

According to Ortiz, this year’s 
Ampalaya is musically “tighter,” 
because Maestro Dadap will conduct 
the orchestra.

“Ampalaya the Musical is basically 
a way of telling children and adults 

to eat vegetables, and that good 
nutrition is essential to our bodies,” 
said Ortiz.

Ortiz said that the musical 
characters also represent people.

“Like Ampalaya, we are sometimes 
jealous of others, abandoned, 
rejected and longing for a sense of 
belongingness; like Kamatis, we are 
vulnerable and scared; like Siling 
Labuyo, we are impatient and hot-
tempered, and the list goes on. But at 
the end of the day, there will always 
be someone who will forgive, accept, 
and love us for who we are. That is 
when we will be transformed and 
renewed,” Ortiz added. ~

SUCN maintains.. from page 1

disease, increase drug resistance, cause 
another disease or death.

All drug establishments and 
outlets that import, distribute, or sell 
any unregistered drug product are 
subjected to sanctions and penalties in 
Republic Act (RA) 9711 or the Food 
and Drug Administration Act of 2009 
and RA 8203 or the Special Law on 
Counterfeit Drugs. 

Querubin said that some signs of 
counterfeit medicines include being 
easily crushed, discolored, and having 
crystals or unusually foul odor.

He added that antibiotics, slimming 
products, rabies vaccine, and branded 
generic over-the-counter drugs 
are commonly distributed in the 
Philippines.

“Buy from FDA-licensed drug 

establishments rather than from street 
vendors, market places, sari-sari stores, 
and online [sellers]. Always request for 
an official receipt, check labels and drug 
registration numbers of drug products, 
and be alert for different or negative 
effects than described,” said Querubin.

FDA also warned the students on 
Internet accessibility as a “direct to 
consumer” distribution channel. 

“We don’t have a licensed internet 
pharmacy,” said Querubin.

The other lecturers in the event were 
Brian Breuhaus, economic officer of US 
Embassy Manila, Atty. Allan Gepty, 
officer-in-charge (OIC) director of 
Intellectual Property Office and Jane 
Annette Belarmino, vice-president for 
development in the campus. ~

3. Aguaviva, Jubilin
4. Bajao, Jess Axel 
5. Baluran, Steffi Jan 
6. Barredo, Sandrine Paulines
7. Bato, Carren
8. Belga, Kenneth James 
9. Binwag, Abigail 
10. Cadorna, Brylle Sylvie 
11. Casas, Marie Kristine Vohn
12. Co, Krishaz Marie 
13. Cual, Carlisle Femme 
14. Dales, Rochelle 
15. Deans, Charles Ian 
16. Dela Torre, Jasmin Faye 
17. Diao, Aaron 
18. Eranes, Cassandra Melca
19. Flores, Angeline Patricia
20. Gaga-a, Bea Ronith
21. Galang, Dianne Paz 
22. Gatuteo, Joy 
23. Generoso, Adelia Kristie 
24. Jauculan, Florette Marie 
25. Ladera, Kryssa Mae 
26. Limbaga, LuicoPetre
27. Mandag, SharaChezka
28. Mascardo, Lyrah

29. Mata, Juliet 
30. Mayagma, Judilyn
31. McKinney, Carmen 
32. Mendoza, Melanie 
33. Mero, Mark Lester 
34. Molas, Maria Joville
35. Natanawan, Moonyeen
36. Nellas, June David
37. Nuique, Nyle Maverick 
38. Oira, Fate Lee 
39. Ontal, Elaine Mae 
40. Raymundo, Allyson Kay 
41. Redoloso, Kristelle Jam Marie
42. Salasalan, Teresa Lastierre
43. Saycon, Diane Dhale An
44. Saycon, Juliene Gem 
45. Sibug, Rachelle Anne 
46. Siong, James Kymer
47. Tam, KimmiHellery
48. Tangeres, Hyacinth Xyrish
49. Tomong, Thea Ross 
50. Trinidad, Tiffany
51. Veriña, Dawn Gabrielle
52. Villegas, Vaughn Edward 
53. Violeta, Daphne 
54. Ygoña, Jacqueline Anne 
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Writer lectures on Joni Mitchell songs
By Jann Viansee O. Cardenas                                 

WRITER AND CO-FOUNDER 
of New York Writers Workshop Tim 
Tomlinson delivered his “Clouds at 
Icy Altitude: Joni Mitchell in the 
Firmament” lecture last June 29 
at the American Studies Resource 
Center, Silliman University Library.

Joni Mitchell is a Canadian 
singer-songwriter and painter who 
is considered as the most highly 
regarded and influential songwriter 
of the 20th century. She is known 
for her songs “Big Yellow Taxi,” 
“Both Sides Now,” “A Case of You,” 
“Chelsea Morning,” among others.

In his lecture, Tomlinson related 
writing to musicians like Mitchell 
for their sense of artistic expression 
and discipline.

“It’s really important, as a writer, 
to create something that frees you 

from specificity, that liberates you 
from having to deal with the exact 
details,” Tomlinson said. 

UNEARTHLY VOICE. Tim Tomlinson describes Joni Mitchell’s music and 
theme in his “Clouds at Icy Altitude: Joni Mitchell in the Firmament” lecture 
last June 29 at the SU main library. PHOTO BY Babe Jocelie Isaga

He added that Mitchell sang 
about things people haven’t heard 
before and her guitar chords are 
‘reflections of her moods,’ like the 

palette of an artist. 
The Edilberto K. Tiempo and 

Edith L. Tiempo Creative Writing 
Center organized the lecture. ~

Filipino orchestra opens SU cultural season
By Andrea Dawn E. Boycillo               

The Orchestra of the Filipino Youth 
(OFY) toured outside Luzon for 
the second time last June 26 & 27 
at the Claire Isabel McGill Luce 
Auditorium. Their classical music 
concert opened the 53rd cultural 
season of Silliman University.
Some classical music they performed 
were Johann Pachelbel’s Canon in 
D, Allegro con brio from Symphony 
No. 5 by Ludwig van Beethoven, and 
Peer Gynt Suite by Edvard Grieg. 
They also performed National Artist 
for Music Lucio San Pedro’s Mga 
Katutubong Awitin.
Ang Misyon
OFY was established by Ang Misyon. 
It is an organization inspired by El 
Sistema, a music education program 
that socially uplifts children in poor 
areas.
There are 54 countries that adopted El 
Sistema.  Ang Misyon, its Philippine 
counterpart, is the only one in 
Southeast Asia and is considered to 
be one of the top five that is close to 
the El Sistema program.
The organization gives free music 
education to underprivileged children 
whose family’s annual combined 

income is about Php 200,000 or less.
“One of our objectives is to help 
eradicate poverty from communities 
through music and social change,” 
OFY Director Jovianney Emmanuel 
Cruz said.
Ang Misyon has 11 satellites around 
Luzon and Visayas.
Transformed Lives
“We assess their financial situation, 
talent, vision, and goals because 
we’re also concerned of instilling and 
forming values of the Filipino youth. 
We’re trying to create a new breed of 
Filipino musicians,” Cruz said.
The members are provided with 
meal, transportation and rehearsal 
allowance.
In a video presentation played 
before the performance, Charmagne 
and Lerica Rodriguez, mother and 
daughter respectively, expressed their 
gratitude to Ang Misyon.
 “Napakalaking tulong para sa anak ko 
at sa amin dahil unang una po,libre. 
Sila po ang nagbibigay ng allowance,” 
said Charmagne Rodriguez. 
“Thankful po ako sa OFY kasi dahil 
po sa kanila mas na-enhance ko ang 
pagtugtog ko,” said Lerica Rodriguez, 
an OFY violinist.
Jeremy Baccol, an OFY clarinetist, 

also shared that he “was inspired 
by the teachers who came to the 
Philippines from their different 
countries just to teach us.”
Olivier Ochanine, resident conductor 
of OFY, said that he enjoys 
performing with the children and 
that they need the support they can 
get.
“It’s always great performing with 
them. They’re full of energy, they’re 
excited, they’re eager, they want to 
learn, they have great attitude, so you 
can’t beat that,” said Ochanine.
 “One thing that we can try to 
do is uplift the Filipino spirit, by 
supporting these young musicians. 
They need all the support they can 
get, and so everybody, that has a 
conscience, a heart, a love for the 
Philippines, should help to promote 
this,” Ochanine added.
OFY members also plan to launch 
‘Ang Misyon Dumaguete.
“It is in our vision to put one 
[AngMisyon branch] up in 
Dumaguete, and hopefully build 
‘The Orchestra of the Dumaguete 
Youth,’”said Cruz.
OFY had a concert at Iloilo before 
Dumaguete. ~
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