
BACK-TO-BACK CHAMPS. CBA bags the crown once again as Miss Silliman 2014, Sophia Cassandra Diago crowns her successor, Genin Raya Amiscaray during the Miss Silliman coronation  
night at Macias Sports Complex last Aug. 24. PHOTO BY Lucille Jean  J. Raterta
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Miss Silliman committee, judges clarify pageant night issue
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By Leslie J. Batallones, 
Paulynne Joyce R. dela Cruz, and 

Jameela Antoniette I. Mendoza       

DESPITE THE WAIVER signed by 
all Miss Silliman 2015 candidates 
to have only five finalists in the final 
interview portion, judges of the 
pageant night last Aug. 24 declared 
to add three more candidates, which 
sparked an uproar among the audience.

The issue started when the board of 
judges unanimously voted to include 
Miss College of Engineering and 
Design (CED) in the top 5 finalists 
before the final interview portion began.

The judges’ decision was not 
what the candidates and the Miss 

Silliman 2015 Committee had 
agree to, but the judges were  not  
informed  by   the committee about 
the agreement based on the guidelines. 

Miguel Braganza, the chairperson 
of the board of judges, said that 
they unanimously voted for 
Lexandrea dela Cerna, Miss CED, 
to be part of the top five because 
she ranked first in the pageant night. 

The names of the top 5 finalists who 
would proceed to the final interview 
portion were already announced 
when the judges added Miss CED. 

From the overall ranking, the top 
five candidates were Genin Raya 
Amiscaray of the College of Business 
Administration, Jeva Rhoden of the 

College of Arts and Sciences, Dae 
Narah Garcia of the College of Mass 
Communication, Maria Christina 
Goodwin of the College of Nursing, 
and Shamah Bulangis of the School 
of Public Affairs and Governance.

Braganza said that the pageant was 
a “special case,” because the judges of 
the pageant night gave Miss CED the 
highest score for that evening. He added 
that it will “not look good for the judges” 
to give Miss CED the highest score 
without including her in the top 5 finalists.

“With that, we feel that we don’t 
have a function,” added Braganza. 

However, the inclusion of Miss 
CED and sudden change to top 6 
finalists confused the crowd and 

caused a fuss. Yet they still proceeded 
with the final interview portion.

But after the final interview, the 
judges again decided to add two 
more candidates, Miss College of 
Education (COE) Anita Ygoña and 
Miss Institute of Clinical Laboratory 
Sciences (ICLS) Mary Frances Cablao, 
to the finalists and make it a top 8.

The judges wanted to add the two 
candidates because in the overall scores 
before the final interview portion, 
including scores from the press launch 
and pre-pageant night, Miss CED 
ranked eighth while Miss COE was sixth 
and Miss ICLS was seventh. To include 
Miss CED in the finalists without 
including the two candidates who 

had  higher overall scores was unfair.
The decision to add Miss COE 

and Miss ICLS in the final interview 
portion did not push through because 
they already heard the question. 

According to the judges, they did 
not decide without an agreement 
with the pageant committee. 
Thus, the announcements of top 
6 then top 8 were agreed     upon  
the committee, said Braganza. 

Miss Silliman 2015 Chairperson 
Sha’ianne Lawas, however, said that 
when the judges wanted to add Miss CED 
in the finalists, the committee wanted 
to respect the judges and their decision 
as visitors of Silliman University. 

CBA wins Miss Silliman 2015
By Jameela Antoniette I. Mendoza

THE COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION won the Miss 
Silliman crown for two consecutive 
years as Genin Raya Amiscaray, 
their candidate, was crowned as Miss 
Silliman 2015 last Aug. 24 at the 
Lamberto Macias Sports Complex.

Amiscaray, a junior economics 
major, said that she will fully 
pursue her advocacy called “Heart 
for a Child” as her first step in 
being this year’s Miss Silliman.

The “Heart for a Child” advocacy will 
focus on bringing happiness to public 
daycare and elementary school children, 
including children in barangays with 
a number of out-of-school youth.

“We will be holding talent fairs, 
storytelling activities, outreach 
activities, feeding programs, so basically 
it’s just reaching out to these children 
and inspiring them,” said Amiscaray.

For Amiscaray, her “life will be back 
to normal” after winning the pageant as 
she will continue serving the university 
while being a role model to Sillimanians.

“Now that I have the title of Miss 
Silliman, it means that I have the 
influence all the more to inspire and 
move people’s lives,” said Amiscaray.

Amiscaray also said that she will 
return to her positions in organizations 
she joined, which she had to leave 
while preparing for Miss Silliman.

This year’s first runner-up and Cover 
TALENT. Students from different dorms compete to be the first winner of 
Dormers Got Talent last Aug. 20 at the Hibalag Booth Area. PHOTO BY Babe 
Jocelie B. Isaga

ComSO to send 
complaint to 
traffic office

By Paulynne Joyce R. dela Cruz          

THE COMMITTEE ON STUDENT 
ORGANIZATIONS (ComSO) has yet 
to resolve the issue on traffic congestion 
during the Parade of Lights last Aug. 
19 by filing a formal complaint to the 
Traffic Management Office (TMO).

ComSO Chairperson Schenitte 
Tingas said that before the parade, the 
logistics committee already processed 
the permit to the City Tourism Office, 
but the TMO is the one who approved it.

Upon the approval of the TMO, 
ComSO assumed that the TMO 
will supervise the parade, but they 
were there only at the beginning.

Tingas  said   that “they 
changed the route on the other 
side [of the intersection],” which 
was to the market area.

Tingas added that they were only 
informed at the last minute that the 
road along the Rizal Boulevard 
was closed due to the Earthday 
Jam that was set on the next day.

With the endorsement of Mr. 
Abe Cadeliña, one of their advisers, 
ComSO will file a formal complaint to 
the TMO office regarding the matter. 

Parade of Lights, formerly called 
Torch Parade, is an annual event 
done on the opening of the Hibalag 
celebration. The parade traditionally 
starts at Hibbard Avenue, going 
straight to the downtown area then 
turning left to Bishop Epifanio 
Road going to the boulevard.

Yet on this year’s parade, the route 
was changed going to the national road.

Due to the traffic, students needed 
to stop from time to time in order to 
let vehicles pass through the road. 

Alumnus businessman and wife donate building for SUHS
By Leslie J. Batallones                    

SCHOOL OFFICIALS 
GATHERED for the cornerstone 
laying, blessing, and dedication of the 
activity center with a canteen that will 
be built in Silliman University High 
School’s (SUHS) old canteen area last 
Aug. 22.

SUHS alumnus batch 1957 and 
Chinese businessman Mariano Lao 
and his wife, Lina Lao, donated 
Php11.5 million for the project.

The new canteen will be constructed 
at the site where the current High 
School canteen is located. It will occupy 
a land area of 263.23 square meters. 
Under the 300-day Mariano and 
Lina Lao project, the building will be 
finished at the end of June or July 2016.

To provide a support facility for 
both high school and elementary 
school students,Lao thought of 
having this project that conveys 
messages about proper diet, 

healthy food, and healthy lifestyles.
The 2-storey canteen will serve 

both the high school students on 
the ground floor and the elementary 
school pupils on the second floor. 
Both floors will have a dining area 
that can accommodate 150 students. 
A wash area is also provided for 
washing hands, plates, and utensils.

The project costs Php16.5 
million. The university will shoulder 
the additional Php5 million. 

University President Dr. Ben S. 
Malayang III said: "Someone had a 
meaningful experience and life while 
he was still a high school here so many 
years ago.  Now with his blessings God 
has given to him, he wants to make sure 
that many more would have the same 
experience he has had into the far future.” 

Mariano Lao is the head of the 
Stanpak Import and Export, a 
packaging company known in Asia and 
Europe. He came back to Silliman to 
fulfill his dream of “thanking everybody 

for the good education, training, and 
love” by contributing to his alma matter.

Mariano Lao said that this 
building is a university effort. 

"I believe that this activity center 
is very important because this is 
where students build their character, 
explore their dreams and talents, 
and create whatever they can do 
outside the classroom,” he added.

Former SU President and National 
Scientist Dr. Angel C. Alcala said 
that this building will give students a 
break from a busy academic life. He 
said students in Silliman are fortunate 
to have enough space and facilities to 
hold and enjoy extracurricular activities. 

Despite Lao’s achievements, 
SUHS Principal Brenda Boladola 
said that he remains very humble.

“It's all about [a] legacy of love 
and passion to serve humanity. He 
has a vision and while he was still 
in high school, he had a dream 
to come back and to contribute 

to this school,” said Boladola.
Scholarship
Mariano Lao is also the person 

behind the Prof. Lina F. Rabor 
scholarship program for continuing 
high school students of SUHS. 

For the first five years, the 
scholarship fund was named after 
Rabor, Mariano Lao’s former mentor. 
This year, the name of the scholarship 
program was changed to “Mariano 
and Lina Lao Scholarship,” which 
supports nine full scholars this year.

Boladola, also a member of the 
scholarship committee, said that they 
do home visitations to ensure that 
the recipients of the scholarship are 
those who need it most. The said 
scholarship already produced six 
high school graduates since 2009. 

Boladola also said that the 
donation of the building is in time 
with the celebration of the SUHS 
centennial in August 2016.~
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sillimaniansspeak
Compiled by Jessica A. Remata 

“What are your expectations for this year’s 
Hibalag Festival?”

My most memorable experience in this year is that it is the longest Hibalag week that I have ever 
experienced. Also, there are a lot of artists and singers that we students want to meet and listen to.
Jay Anthony R. Solmia, Bachelor of Business Administration Management - IV

 Finishing a whole box of Krispy Kreme for free.
Kel Morian T. Sy, Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering – I

I got to play with amazing female soccer players, who are now my family here in Silliman.
Diane Mary S. Mamenta, Bachelor of Science in Nutrition and Dietetics – I

Less than 4 hours of sleep for 1 week.
Rorey R. Candia, Bachelor of Science in Foreign Affairs – I

Meeting my crush and taking pictures with him at the hibalag booth area.
Leah Niña M. Villaflores, Bachelor of Business Administration in Economics - II

Next issue’s Question:

“Do you think that the scoring the candidates for the Miss 
Silliman was fair? Why or why not?”
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It was a 2 a.m. in one of this year’s 
Hibalag week early mornings when 
my friend and I were walking on 
Roman T. Yap Lane. It had been 
a long night at the tWS office; he 
was sending me back to Edith 
Carson Hall. It was supposed to 
be a usual thing until I tried my 
best to detect the smell of the 
ilang-ilang near ND department.

I’ve always loved the ilang-ilang 
smell I usually encounter before 
turning left and heading to the 
dormitory, that’s all. This smell, 
including everything sensed by the 
five senses while walking on this 
road, has been too familiar to me. 
I pass by this road almost each day 
of my student and dorm life. It 
just lingers on a small portion of 
the road, but somehow, it makes 
me think of how fleeting beautiful 
moments are, only to be cherished 
by the heart, even if it’s near over.

“Pwede slower tayo maglakad?” I 
requested.

As I write this, I hope he does 
not think I like him that much. 
Roman T. Yap Lane just reminds 
me of the law of marginal utility, a 
law taught by my economics teacher. 
Economics is one of my most hated 
subjects, but because of my cool 
professor, I was able to manage. It 
just means that as a person consumes 
a product more (given that the 
consumption of other products is 
constant), there will be less marginal 
utility or additional satisfaction 
s/he gets from consuming each 
additional unit of that product.

In short, the more  one consumes  

the same thing, the lesser his or her 
satisfaction would be. My professor 
used Silliman’s famous cheese bread 
as his classic example that made us 
get the law right away. There is indeed 
a huge possibility of less additional 
satisfaction on the sixth or seventh 
cheese bread intake in one sitting.

The level of satisfaction was so high 
on the first bite of the first cheese 
bread I tasted last 2012, my freshman 
year. I remember buying one at SU 
Cafeteria. I did buy three more, and 
yes, the fourth cheese bread did not 
excite my taste buds as much as the 
first, which should be the usual. 
Hence, the law makes sense for me.

However, being in the fourth year 

of my college life, the law is not that 
applicable. I don’t know how to feel 
with the ilang-ilang or the fourth 
cheese bread smell lately. “Sudden 
seizures” that remind me that I’m 
now a senior college student in this 
beautiful campus by the sea have 
been frequent. To think na August 
pa lang, ha! It comes after every 
beaten deadline, finished class, 
last glance on a kabarkada parting 
ways with me after a fun-filled 
school day, and tWS office door 
closing sound. Almost four years in 
Silliman is not always calm waters, 
and every senior like me can attest 

that we are bombarded with school 
work and many kinds of pressure.

Somehow, seniors wish for the 
final bites to be over and receive 
the diploma right away. Who 
wouldn’t? Requirements like thesis 
turn seniors to coffee addicts. Terror 
teachers are everywhere. Parents 
and the other grown-ups ask about 
plans after graduation when it 
takes forever to choose an outfit 
of the day. Overfamiliarity with 
friends sometimes leads to conflict. 
Heartbreak chooses no season; it 
happens, even on the final year.

But I find myself longing for 
college life not to end the soonest. 
I like to smell the ilang-ilang 
longer. I want to stay longer. I 
want more cheese bread too, please.

For now I can say that college life 
is one of my favorite life chapters, 
one of the hardest to let go. It’s 
understandable, in a way, because 
college is fun. I met wonderful 
people and learned a lot in this 
campus.I just have to accept fully 
that it’s okay to outgrow this fun. 
College life is not a lifetime phase; 
learning is. I know I’ll miss college 
after bidding adieu and moving 
on to the next chapter of my life, 
but I have to let go to learn more.

Time will come for me to 
realize that I have less additional 
satisfaction with this fleeting season,  
that I have to be consumed on a 
new level. Soon, there will be more 
workload, bosses, and grown-ups. 
The other half will appear. And 
upon these realizations, the law is 
starting to make sense again.~

Mapasigarbuhon kaayo nga 
kalagmitan karon hanas gayud kita 
sa pinulongang “English” hinungdan 
nga kung mosulod kita sa trabaho 
madawat gayud dayon ug daghang 
pagdayeg nga imuhang madungog. 
Aduna’y dakong posibilidad nga 
mapausbaw ang posisyon sa trabaho. 
Mapadali ang pang-adlaw-adlaw 
nga pangkinabuhi, ilabi na gayud 
kung kugihan usab, apan nganu 
kahang gitudlo karon sa elementarya 
ang binisaya?  nga gitawag og 
“mother toungue”. Aduna gayod kini 
kalabutan sa kausaban sa pagtoon.

Tungod sa “colonial mentality”, 
usahay wala kita’y garbo sa atoang 
sinultihang natawhan. Tinuod 
gayod nga ang dominasyon sa mga 
Espanyol, ug gisundan sa mga 
Amerikano maoy nakasumpo sa 
sinulatan sa atoang mga kagikanan. 
Dayon naulaw kita sa atoang pagkadili 
ingon nila, apil na ang sinultihan. 
Busa hangtod karon nagpa English 

speaking ta, mas daling litokon ug 
sayon makat’onan, mitoo kita nga 
mapadali usab ang pagpadayag 
ngadto sa katilingban. Dinha 
mapadayag ang atoang garbo. Apan 
usa sa mga hinungdan nga gamay ra 

ang atoang kinaadman itandi sa mga 
tuig sa pagtoon mao ang pagtudlo 
gamit ang sinultihang lalin. Busa, 
taphaw ra ang atoang nahibaloan.

Kaniadtong anaa pa kami sa 
sekondarya, nalisang kami sa amoang 
usa ka magtutudlo kay iyahang 
gibinisaya ang Math, kusog mitulin 
ang amoang klase, makatawa, apan 
ulahi na namo’ng napamatikdan 
nga mas sayon ug dali ang amoang 
kahibalo. Sama lamang sa ubang 

mga nasod nga naggamit lamang sa 
ilahang natawhang sinultihan, hanas 
sila sa kinaugaling’ong sinultihan. 
Karon ang mga tinon’an sa kabukiran 
miugmad na usab ang ilahang iningles 
batok binisaya tungod kay aduna 
na kita’y daghang balay tunghaan 
didto, dili na usab sila maulahi, 
ug andam silang makigbangga sa 
uban, miingon ang akoang higala 
nga usa ka mangtutudlo og English.   

Ang Japan, Korea, Indonesia, 
China, France, USA, ug uban pa 
naggamit sa ilang kaugalingong 
sinultihan sa pagtudlo gikan sa 
“kinder” hangtud “college” ug labaw 
pa. “Lisod ang Binisaya” moingon 
ang mga nagbasa. Wala’y dautan ang 
pagkahibalo sa English. Apan hinaut, 
nga sa kadugayan, mabaid ang atoang 
binisaya hangtud makaabot ta sa mas 
lalum nga paghuna-huna ug pagtuki 
sa atoang mga nakita ug kaagi. Hinaut 
nga magarbohon kitang maggamit 
sa atoang natawhang sinultihan. ~  

Ang Binisaya

Pagmata sa 
Kamatuoran

It was a hundred years ago when 
a man envisioned to shape a 
vision that would mold Philippine 
education to its core and catapult it 
to a world-class academic status, and 
that vision gave birth to Silliman 
University in 1901; the rest is history. 

Two world wars passed and Silliman 
University is still standing on a firm 
ground, still embedding the depth of 
holistic education to the youth of this 
deeply technological generation.

It wasn’t a long time ago since my 
foot had trodden on the grounds of 
Silliman University. It was last year 
when I entered Silliman without 
knowing that this campus would 
forever capture my heart and eyes 
into the quest for truth. I once asked 
myself why I fell in love with the 
campus so much., I first thought 
that it was because of the lush green 

scenery everywhere in the campus, I 
mean the trees are just everywhere. 
Unlike in Manila where air-pollution 
is omnipresent, but I discovered that 
there is something more to it. 

As a sophomore philosophy student, 
I’m still exploring areas that are left 
uncharted and undiscovered in my life. 
With every discovery and realization 
that I had under the trees of Silliman 
University, I’ve been reminded of 
the vision of this institution- which 
is to develop the human person for 
the well-being of the society and the 
environment. It made me wonder why 
we celebrate founder’s week in the first 
place because the mere celebration of 
it should imply the very essence or 
spirit of why Silliman was established. 

In retrospect, the founder’s purpose 
is to hone the already blazing potential 
of the Filipino people.  During that 

time we came from a full-blown 
revolution, our national hero was 
executed a couple of years before 1901. 

Our nationalism became our 
collective battle-cry for national 
development. Our spirits were up 

and blazing in strength, but we need 
the capacity to deal with the coming 
frontiers in the years to come and 
handle it with agility and competence.

“The function of education is to 
teach one to think intensively and 
to think critically. Intelligence plus 
character - that is the goal of true 
education.”  – Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. 

At first, Founder’s day didn’t really 
seem to hit any chord on the platform 
of my realization because I first 
perceived the Founder’s week to be 
all fun and games, with all the booths 
and activities set to accommodate and 
entertain students and visitors from 
other schools and other places. So 
my understanding of why Founder’s 
week takes place every year was so 
superficial, but until lately, the value of 
education and the burden of enriching 
people’s lives through holistic 
development dawned on me. With 
the rise of the rate of children here in 
the Philippines alone, not being able 
to go through elementary or high-
school because of monetary problems 
is a common thing.Therefore, 
remembering the founding fathers of 
this school and taking actions towards 
the goal of putting kids to school is a 

better way to celebrate the Founder’s 
week because at the end of the day we 
went through a similar ordeal, thus the 
best way to pay tribute to them is by 
passing on the legacy and cultivating 
the ideals of being a Sillimanian. 

Unwrapping the hidden spirit of 
the Founder’s week is as easy as one, 
two, and three because remembering 
and reflecting on the character of 
our founders only takes a moment to 
bring-out the inherent nobility from 
the depths of our hearts. Why not 
take a moment to reflect and ponder 
on the problems in the society? Maybe 
ask yourself of how you can be a living 
legacy to the people around you or 
maybe an answer to questions that are 
left unanswered. ~

Unwrapping the Hidden Spirit of Founder’s Week  

rising up,
standing still

LJ Lamboloto

Hibalag in Pixels
In the full HD resolution of Hibalag, 
people see booths, tattoo artists, 
food stalls and guest bands. The 
lights seem pixelated in the dark like 
colored circles in the dim skies. In the 
melodic noise, partygoers hear it as 
the eternal sound of party music and 
groove. The colored lights reveal the 
smoke from the grills. Blenders rasp 
as a customer orders his/her favorite 
shake. Teeth grind as the people enjoy 
their corn in a stick. Every sip, burp, 
and gulp is heard. The library mocks 
as the sound bounces to the walls of 
Silliman Library, producing an echo 
of notes and beats. The booths are set 
on fire by the red and yellow lights 
from the stage. Drizzles fall like 
little reminders of incoming rain, but 
people still continue to enjoy every 
inch of the Hibalag. Everyone crazes 
about the Miss Silliman pageant. The 

fire ignites once again as the colleges 
fight for the Cheerdance competition. 
Students raid in the student dorms 
as the dormers open their rooms for 
the open house. Food is everywhere, 
and so are visitors. Shouts echo 
from AH as the students continue 
to scare the patrons who enter the 
Horror chamber. Little do they know 
that something more spooky and 
daunting lurks between the halls of 
Katipunan. This is Hibalag, just a 
beautiful speck of Silliman’s 114 years.

My views about Hibalag changed 
this year. Last year, I’ve seen it as a 
festival full of surprises, color, and 
fun. I was attracted by the lively 
lights dancing as the beat drops. I saw 
Hibalag  that way last year. But now, 
I’d like to see Hibalag in pixels. The 
word “pixel” is actually an abbreviated 
form of “picture element.” Pixels are 
tiny colored dots that represent a 
certain color. Zooming out, we see 
a picture, not pixels.I’ve always seen 
the full picture of Hibalag: decorated 
booths, dancing lights, booming 
speakers and appetizing aromas of 
food etc. However, I see Hibalag 
differently now. I like to see it in a 
way that the smallest things that 
are unseen should be the one to be 
given the loudest applause. Have 
you ever thought of the organizing 
committee behind all these? Would 

this event be possible without them? 
You probably wouldn’t have thought 
about that. People don’t praise the 
people behind the curtains. Their 
focus is VJ Chino’s appearance or 
Hale’s opening performance. The 
people hiding behind the curtains 
deserve to be applauded. Remember, 
there’s no house without a carpenter. 

Have you tried the delicious food 
sold in Hibalag? I bet you have. 
You probably threw the wrapper 
on the grass thinking that no one 
is looking. Have you ever thought 
of the maintenance personnel 
picking up that trash for you? Every 
speck of something contributes to 
our appreciation of Hibalag. Like 
invisible beings, people don’t see these 
maintenance personnel roaming 
around the Ravello field. I did ignore 
them, as if I’d never seen a real person. 
Just imagine Hibalag without them. 
Instead of becoming a “Wonderland,” 
it will become a “wasteland.” Anyway, 
you might want to pick up your own 
trash. We are grown-ups, mature 
citizens. Let’s be sensitive enough.

Have you thought of the hard 
work of the different organizations 
in building those booths? Before, I 
looked at them as if they were easily 
made. I then realized that building 
a booth is the most strenuous thing 
to do. Even an ounce of praise can 
cause an overflow of joy to the hearts 
of these hard working organizations.

Dorms welcomed a lot of visitors 
during the open house. People 
chewed and drank food. Boys, 
girls, alumni and faculty went back 
and forth to see the rooms of the 
dormers. But, have you thought of 
the great effort these dormers exerted 
just to make their rooms beautiful? 
They’re literally broke. Just take 
into consideration the food they’re 
serving the visitors. Those foods were 
expensive. Have you thought about 
that? Or did you just get in the room 
and eat all the food you can consume?

One article is not enough to say 
everything. As for me, seeing the pixels 
of the picture gives more emphasis to 
the effort of the artist. Every color 
has a meaning. Every color has a role 
to the bigger picture. Every smidgen 
of help can build a mansion. Even 
a small amount of appreciation 
to the people behind Hibalag’s 
success can be the best reward.~

Nakailang Cheese Bread Na Rin

Bringing dead 
Lines to Life

Andrea D. Lim

The Trouble with “Someday”
Besides “love,” perhaps one of the 
most overused words in the English 
language is “someday”—so overused 
that it could already be considered a 
cliché. Since we were kids we were 
already conditioned to use the word 
“someday,” oftentimes when referring 
to our dreams, aspirations, or life goals. 
Does this conversation seem familiar?

“What do you want to become 
someday?”

“Someday, teacher, I want to become a 
doctor.”

Someday. What’s wrong with 
someday? Well, technically, there’s 
nothing wrong with the word per se; it 
would not be recognized as a word in 
the English language if the concept of 
someday didn’t exist—at least in our 
imagination. But once you try to dig 
deeper into how we generally define 
the word—at how we perceive the word 
when we first hear of it—there comes 
the trouble: Someday is indefinite.

Back when I was still a disc jockey 
in a local radio station in Dumaguete, 
we used to discourage the “junior 
jocks” (participants of our annual DJ 
summer training camp) from using 

the word “someday,” because someday 
doesn’t really exist. Back when we 
used to ask them why they joined our 
summer camp, the most common 
answer we would get was: “I want to 
become a well-known DJ someday.”

Let me ask you a question: Do you have 
dreams you want to achieve in your lifetime?

Most likely your answer would be a 
resounding YES—who doesn’t have 

dreams? It is but human nature to dream, 
because dreams give meaning to our 
existence. If you didn’t have a dream, would 
you think you would be in college now, in 
Silliman University, reading this column 
on the weekly newspaper? If you didn’t 
have a dream, would you think there’s 
still something to live for?  American 
poet Langston Hughes once said, “Hold 
fast to dreams, for if dreams die, life is 
a broken-winged bird that cannot fly.” 

You want to become an engineer—

someday. You want to travel the entire 
world—someday. You want to top the 
board or the Bar exams —someday. 
Someday? The trouble with the word 
“someday” is that it lowers our confidence, 
underestimates our ability to achieve, 
and encourages us to procrastinate in 
working for our dreams—that even years 
after we started dreaming, we haven’t 
turned them into reality. Why? Because, 
as I said above: Someday is indefinite. 

Reassess your goals.  Do they include 
the word someday? Then delete that 
word and replace it with something 
more definite. Dreaming about 
something that you want to achieve 
in an indefinite period of time is just 
as good as not dreaming about it at all.

You know what’s definite? Now. “I 
want to start working to achieve my 
dreams, aspirations, and life goals—
NOW.”~

Iphraim “Raffy” Cabristante 
graduated from Silliman University in 
March 2014 with a degree of Bachelor 
of Mass Communication, magna cum 
laude. He is currently based in Manila 
and works as a social media producer 
for GMA News and Public Affairs.

Talking to a wall

Raffy Cabristante

long Talks and Friendships
I saw my good friend Mark last 
month, and somehow our meeting 
reminded me why we are good friends: 
we both love long talks.  I remember 
when were much younger, we’d lose 
track of time and realize that we had 
been talking non-stop for hours.  

Talking with Mark is always a 
delight.  With him, topics can neither 
be too trivial nor too deep; this is why 
our conversational pieces range from 
the mundane to the most philosophical 
ones.  When I talk to Mark, I feel no 
danger of being judged.  I can talk 
nonsense and I’d run no risk of being 
tagged shallow.  I can tell him my 
twisted views on life and relationship 
and not be labeled nonconformist 
or deviant.  Perhaps our long talks 
have preserved both our sanity and 
somehow cushioned us to the blows 
that life brings us.  Yes, one can never 
totally prepare for life’s surprises, 
but our sharing of our experiences, 
fears, hopes, and aspirations allows 
us to get by life with much ease.

When I was in college, I met another 
kindred spirit in Oliver.  Like Mark, 
Oli is someone easy to get on with.  I 
didn’t feel inhibited to talk to him 
about anything.  Perhaps, of all my 
friends in college, I can say that it was 
Oliver who understood my weirdness 
the most.  Sometimes I felt I put too 
much baggage on him, but he was 
gentle enough to put up with me.

I may not have the perfect life.  I still 
struggle with it paycheck to paycheck.  
I have insecurities like everyone else.  
But if there’s one thing that I am truly 
grateful for no matter how excruciating 
life can get, it would be having very 

good friends like Mark and Oliver.  
But then again, I ask myself, how come 
I don’t connect with my other male 
friends the way I do with Oli and Mark?

Don’t get me wrong.  I have 
many male friends, but the level of 
conversation that we almost always 
have doesn’t go beyond the surface.  We 
joke, exchange brutal banters, talk about 
work, compare notes on what’s hot and 
not.  But as to go deeper, as in talk 
about our own personal struggles, fears, 
and hopes, the chance is as impossible 
as electing a 100% honest politician.

In his article entitled “Seamless 
Souls,” Peter Nardi wrote that male 
to male friendship is quite different 
from female to female friendship.  He 

described male to male friendship 
as side by side and female to female 
friendship as face to face.  This 
description claims that a female 
friendship has more room for intimacy.  
I was so tempted to refute this, but given 
the number of male friends I have who 
are not abashed to appear less “macho,” 
I am compelled to rest my case.

I feel saddened how our society has 
become obsessed with labeling because 
it is this obsession that has hindered 
men to be more open, more sensitive, 
more emotional.  How can you expect 
a man to be totally honest about his 
feelings when at a very young age he is 
told that it isn’t manly to cry?  Given 

that kind of conditioning, how can 
you expect him to openly acknowledge 
his weaknesses to another soul?

A lot of people associate intimacy 
to femininity, and therefore, most men 
dare not to have anything to do with 
that word.  A few have courage to 
defy society’s expectations, and they’re 
branded “queer” and naturally tough 
men don’t want that. But then again, if 
you are so secure with your masculinity, 
why do you have to be affected by 
what other people say?  Does your 
masculinity need the validation of 
many?  Statistically, there are more men 
whose death is caused by suicide.  Due 
to repressed emotions?  Most likely.

I wish there were more Marks and 
Olivers in the world.  Relationships 
wouldn’t be difficult to handle, 
emotions would be easier to express, 
life would be more worth living.  

For those men who insist on acting 
it tough to the end, consider what Lola, 
the main character in the movie Kinky 
Boots, has to say: “...ask any woman what 
she likes most in a man.  Compassion, 
tenderness, sensitivity.  Traditionally, 
the female virtues.  Perhaps what 
women secretly desire is a man who is 
fundamentally a woman.”  If this won’t 
convince you to let your emotional 
wall down, I don’t know what will.~

Warlito S. Caturay, Jr. graduated 
from Silliman University in 2001 
with a degree of Bachelor of Mass 
Communication, and an MA in English 
(with concentration in TESOL). He 
is currently the Head of the English 
Department in SIlliman University 
and the tWS publication adviser.

omnia vincit amor

Warlito Caturay Jr.

Eugene Jamadron

The Unbalanced 
Sheet

Eric Gerard D. Ruiz

The Miss Silliman Pageant, hailed as the longest running pageant 
in Asia, is undoubtedly one among the main events during 
Founders Week. It has showcased the beauty of a Silliman 

woman in all its multifaceted glory, the sum total of her physical 
appearance, artistic talents, communication skills, general knowledge, 
and that extra special je nais se quoi that weaves them all together. 

And like all long-running pageants, Miss Silliman has had its own 
share of controversy. But none more so, at least in recent memory, is 
as controversial as what happened in the 69th Miss Silliman Pageant.

The pageant this year sparked controversy after an abrupt decision by the 
judges to change the Top 5 declaration into the Top 6. After the Miss Silliman 
Committee (MSC) pointed out the unfair announcement placed by the scoring, 
the Top 6 turned into the Top 8. The audience roared with severe contempt.

After an hour of deliberation, the contestants decided to uphold the 
initial agreement of a Top 5, and the night proceeded with the crowning.

People walked out in the middle of it. Alumni, as well as 
other people from outside the city, were asking their peers what 
exactly happened at the “controversial” Miss Silliman pageant. 

A lot of people’s time was wasted.
One of the judges, Moira Lang, said that the panel was surprised 

by the results of the Top 5—considering that unanimously they had 
given high scores to the Engineering and Design candidate. Why 
was the girl who nabbed most of the awards absent from the Top 5?

It wasn’t the first time that it happened. In 2011, Miss Institute of Clinical 
Laboratory Sciences received three awards, only to have no place in the Top 5.

Upon review, the panel of judges this year was astonished to find out that, due 
to the criteria of the pageant, with the final night weighing only 40 percent and the 
remaining 60 on the events prior to it, their chosen favorite didn’t earn the crown. 
The winner was pre-determined. The panel’s judgment had little to no weight.

the Weekly Sillimanian (tWS) believes that the chaos started with criteria 
concerns on the judges’ part. John Jacques Sinapuelas, the vice-chair of the 
Pageant Night, admitted that he was not able to orient the judges. Some organizers 
expressed to tWS that people had a hard time orienting the judges because of 
their availability, but they could have prepped them during the final night.

Proper orientation is important because the pageant’s standards are not 
based on traditional pageants. The committee could have also stood for the 
agreed criteria and not let the judges lead despite the pressure from them.The 
MSC are the supervisors, the last people who should bend  their own set-up.

A certain provision or rule on a set of guidelines or laws, even if it’s part 
of tradition, will also be scrutinized by people if it is a reason for frequent 
controversies and problems. Committees, organizations, the student 
government (and even the tWS staff) should remember that tradition is 
also subjected to change, brought by circumstances and common sense.

Tradition, when it can no longer serve the present, should be altered, 
reconsidered, changed –to remain relevant. If the criteria for judging 
are unfavorable to many and have caused a lot of controversies, 
future Miss Silliman organizers might want to consider changes.~



Throughout the years, Silliman 
University has been generating 
exceptional identities by nurturing each 
student’s competence and character. It 
expands, exhibits, and supports the young 
people to unleash their full potential and 
be the best they can be. On Aug. 21, 

the Campus Ambassadors’s edition of 
PechaKucha(PK) Night had recounted 
ten different topics to hold up the search 
for a true Silliman identity. On the 11th 
Volume of PK Night, the 20 slides-20 
seconds per slide-chitchat comprises of 
ten stimulating talks that lift up the spirit 
of being a Sillimanian: the transferee’s 
guide to the top hangout spots in 
Silliman, freshman’s guide to the Hibalag 
festival, the love-hate relationship with 
dorm life, food trip in Silliman, “terror” 
teachers, fully booked dating spots in 
Silliman, Silliman spirits, misconceptions 
about campus ambassadors, things 
even campus ambassadors don’t 
know about Silliman, and the 
things to do before leaving the 
halls of Silliman. With these, all 
students will be reminded of who 
they are inside the university.

As a Sillimanian, it’s best to 
know the Top Hangout Spots 
in Silliman so that there will be 
no waste of time deciding where 
to go when the teacher happens 
to dismiss the class earlier or decides 
to have no class at all. Jmee Juanerio 
has extended her job as a Campus 
Ambassador by sharing the Top 11 
tambayan in the campus in chronological 
order: the Villareal Hall gates, Cafeteria, 
SU Alumni Hall, College of Engineering 
and Design building or the “Home of 
the Cuties and Hunks,” green benches 
all over the campus, student kiosks, 
Luce Auditorium, the Silliman Library, 
Ampitheater, and Oriental Hall (or OH; 
now called the “Official Hangout” place 
by most of the students who tambay there). 
And what would be the top hangout 
place? “It doesn’t matter where you are... 
the best hangout place will always be 
anywhere with your friends,” Jmee puts it. 

From the top hangout spots, 
Shaina Dawn Navarro brought the 
PK audience— especially newbies 
in Silliman—into the “must try” and 
“must know” guide during the Hibalag 
Booth Festival. To make the Hibalag 
celebration meaningful, one should 
never miss the Horror Chamber of the 
psychology students; it spices up the 
Hibalag experience. Part of the “must 
try” checklist is the group bikes of the 
PSME students, which give Sillimanians 

a fun-filled journey with barkadas in the 
Hibalag booth area. According to Shaina, 
“Hibalag is a bigger celebration of the 
Dumaguete fiesta.” Just like the group 
bikes, henna is also one of the main things 
to try during the Hibalag celebration so 
having messy skin with those inks is not a 

problem. In engaging the festival, always 
take note that it will rain every year so it’s 
a big NO to crop tops and all those brand 
new clothes but YES to slippers. Also, 
Sillimanians should be grateful for always 
having the chance to meet celebrities and 
national bands. Finally, it’s 
an advantage of 
knowing 
t h a t 
da rk 

places 
in the 
c a m p u s 
m e a n 
dating spots.

As a Larena Hall 
dormer, Isabella Angan 
shared a glimpse of what it’s like to be 
living in a dormitory—her Love-Hate 
Relationship with Dorm Life. When 
the word “dorm” in Silliman is heard, it’s 
always associated with 10 p.m. curfew 
and complaints regarding the food.  
But, Isabella has enlightened the PK 
audience that there is more to dorm life 
than that. One of the benefits in living 
in a dorm is the opportunity to learn 
how to be independent and be serious 
in dealing with things in life. Also, since 
dorms are just within the campus, they 
make the dormers very accessible to 
everything that the campus is offering. 
Finally, the best thing about dorm 
life to Isabella is having roomies that 
“will love you even if you’re ugly” and 
“allow you to accept your insecurities.”

If there are top hangout spots in 
Silliman, there are also top food trips. 
Christian Denzel Sagun brought the 
audience to a special tour to the different 
food stops in Silliman—including those 
that are not really familiar to some 
Sillimanians. A true red Sillimanian 

must be able to try the level five Bossing’s 
tempura, the combo meals from kiosks 
and, of course, the super yummy cheese 
bread from the cafeteria. There are also 
unfamiliar food trips in Silliman which 
include the secret chicharon dinner 
at OH, choco trillion from Science 

Complex(SC) 127 sold by one 
of the laboratory 

assistants, 

a n d 
the 5 peso-banana cupcake and juice 
by one of the teachers from SC. When 
in Silliman, the fun never stops because 
of the food trips. But, never forget the 
late Manong Job’s mani with matching 
prayers of guidance for the students. 

In every school, having “terror” teachers 
is inevitable. On the PK Night, Joanne 
Therese Carillo’s job was to present the 
“terror” teachers of Silliman University. 
There is this teacher that’s given the 
nickname “Apostolic Syndrome” because 
when her students enter her class, there 
is a probability that they are going to fail 
because of her standards. Also, Silliman 
has its own “Sinda’s List” owned by a 
teacher who writes the names of her 
failing students into a list and posts it 
publicly. “May the numbers be ever in your 

favor” is what one teacher would likely say 
to her students during exams and even in 
quizzes. If there’s “Fifty Shades of Grey,” 
there is also Fifty Redo’s of Paper in 
Silliman from a teacher who is very strict 
when it comes to the quality of work that 
he often gives back the work to be revised. 

They are just some of the “terror” teachers 
in Silliman, but it’s undeniable that they 
make the student life exciting and worthy.  

Inside campus, everyone can see 
couples dating in the morning. However, 
according to Micah Jude Sinco as she 
speaks about the top dating places in 
Silliman, the numbers tend to double 
when the night time comes. People in 
relationships can sit at the green bench 
near the Silliman Hall and gaze at the sea. 

There are also a lot of green benches 
around the university such as 
in Hibbard Hall and Science 
Complex. The library can also be 

one of the top choices. And of 
course, who wouldn’t know 
about the famous swinging 
bench located at the back 
of the CBA building? 
Micah had included in 
the list—the amphitheater, 
the kiosks, and the tennis 

court—the pinnacle spots 
for dating. With all these places, 

the most essential thing to 
remember is to spend quality 
time with that special person 
and to make memories 

that will last a lifetime. 
Most people just love to talk 

about spirits; and in Silliman, they 
will never be exploited.  J Marie 
Maxino had taken the spectators 

into a special ghostly tour of our 
very own beloved campus. Among 

all the horrific places, what seems like 
the most terrifying building is the KH. 
English majors who study at night report 
a little boy in a dirty uniform imploring 
to play with them and when they take a 
second look, the boy vanishes. JMax also 
had a personal experience of meeting 
the famous KH lady during the horror 
chamber in 2008—she mistaken her for 
her friend. Another place to watch out 
is Guy Hall, known for the piano that 
plays by itself especially at night or dawn. 
There’s a report of a group of students 
wherein they saw a woman dressed in a 
muddy barong staying in the piano room. 

If students have their “hugot lines”, 
Campus Ambassadors also have their 
own #Hugot with the misconceptions 
and delusions about them. Lorelie 
Zamora and Chesca Figueroa made 

it clear to all spectators that someone 
doesn’t have to be pretty, popular or rich 
in order to be a Campus Ambassador. 
People think being one should be well-
travelled and should know all people in 
the University, but with the thousands 
of students in the campus and with 

the empty pockets, people have got it 
wrong. Being a Campus Ambassador 
doesn’t need to be tremendously elegant-
dressing or having a pretty face, because 
after all; it is not like “Asia’s Next Top 
Model.”  When someone wants to 
be an Ambassador, they just need the 
passion to perform the role effectively.

Even Ambassadors have things they 
don’t know about Silliman and Gil 
Buenavista had spilled them all. He 
started with a mystery man who was 
assigned by Dr. Silliman. That man was 
to start a university, but for some reasons, 
he wasn’t able to—and he was replaced by 
Dr. Hibbard. Another fact is that Silliman 
has a fifth gate named “The Gate of 
Grace.” It can be found in Ticao Island, 
Masbate. At least the listeners as well as 
the readers have gained extra knowledge 
about some unrecognized Silliman 
history and facts. But Gil left a question 
to the spectators that led everyone to 
their curiosity: Why is Silliman red?

Graduation might be heartbreaking 
for some. Of course, missing the campus 
would be normal for everyone in Silliman 
who would be spending four years inside 
the halls.  But before graduation happens, 
Nikko Calledo showed his list on the 
things to do before the seniors take a bow 
and leave the halls of Silliman.  Falling 
in love with a special person inside the 
campus is one of the most beautiful 
feeling ever; but then when people fall, 
be ready to get a broken heart. Everyone 
needs to look for a purpose which can 
be done by getting into something 
a person can never imagine doing. 
These are the tips from Nikko Calledo.

There’s no one who inherit the name 
of Silliman that doesn’t know about the 
kiosk, the Luce, the magnificent library 
and the so many stupendous places which 
can only be seen in the campus. However, 
most importantly, is that the present 
Sillimanians will also inherit the vision 
and mission of the school even when the 
time comes they need to step out from 
the grounds of the much loved campus 
by the sea. By then, their struggle begins 
in looking for their own true identity.~
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Stuff Sillimanians Should Know
By Shane Canono and Nurlyn Elli

By Nathalie Adele Tomada                         

My graduating story took place 
a year ago. I remember marching 
under the rows and rows of 
Acacia trees that enclose the 
campus in a way a forgiving 
father would have embraced 
a prodigal son. It mirrors an 
everyday sight, after all we’ve 
been through this before, and 
as for how many times we must 
have walked, held hands, shared 
laughter under that sweeping 
canopy, one would never know.

Some were familiar faces, 
whom I first met during 
an entrance exam, or while 
awaiting a turn at the library ’s 

Xerox machine. Most, if not 
all, were intoxicated, nervous 
like someone nursing a high 
fever, perhaps overwhelmed by 
an emotion, which I thought 
only falling in love during the 
annual dorm ball or notching 
an academic honor could 
allow. Somehow, I saw the 
hollowness of the ceremonies. 
Not because it was not exactly 
necessary, but that it could 
not suffice the meaning of 
the occasion--how it finally 
settles the years with a seesaw 
feeling of fear and security.

I remember how I mostly spent 
the remaining days before the 
big day: I wandered off to the 

boulevard by the sea--a trysting 
point for romantics, dreamers 
and persistent peanut vendors. 
We would sit, while away time, 
find comfort, and breathe in 
whatever we sensed and saw as 
if it was our last communion.

In one fleeting moment, 
our dangling feet would be 
so consumed with a resolve so 
intense and possessed with a 
Woodrow Wilson wisdom: kick 
some sand, head the rushing 
waves, and swim against the 
stream to discover for oneself 
the strength of it. Or perhaps in 
this case, the strength of our will. 
Or the strength of our dreams.

There, our thoughts would 

trace and re-trace the fading 
contours of a nearby island till 
dusk settles and wonder where 
our idealism would probably 
take us: would we ever go beyond 
where the sun rises and retreats?

That graduation--it was not 
difficult to realize--has been 
a rite of passage to a world as 
imperfect as college. Yet, to 
paraphrase a Chinese proverb, a 
degree and a diploma have done 
us a special favor by opening the 
door, and that all we have to do 
is muster the will to enter it.

After the graduation, 
after a celebration and a cry, 
what remained turned into 
a blur. Some chose to stay. 

Some packed their idealism, 
succumbed to the call of 
passing ferries, and sailed away.

Still, there will always be 
that sense of knowing, albeit 
light with experience, that 
life will never run out of 
graduations, just as another 
group of gir ls and careless 
chatter take over the favorite 
spot at the boulevard, another 
ferry beckons for trips to Eden, 
and another batch assumes it 
turn to march and graduate.~

*The author was a former EIC 
of tWS and a BMC graduate of 
2001. The article is a reprint 
f rom the Philippine Star.

A Graduation Story

By  Andrea Dawn E. Boycillo                        

The Silliman University (SU) 
seal is often seen around campus 
– some even at SU merchandise. 
Sillimanians buy shirts, key chains 
and badges with the seal on them 
as a sign of pride. 
But not everyone 
knows the meaning 
of each symbol and 
inscription on the seal.

The seal was 
originally designed 
by President David 
Hibbard in the early 
days of the university. 
However, according 
to Arthur Carson in a February 
1959 letter in his book entitled 
Silliman University 1901-1959, 
Dr. Hibbard said that the design 
was borrowed from the inscription 
of the seal of his own alma 
mater, the College of Emporia 
in Kansas. The complete SU seal 
first appeared on the inside pages 
of the 1924 Silliman Catalogue, 
where faculty and staff at that 
time made their announcements.

The Silliman seal has been 
through a lot of changes. There 
were seven seals before the present 
seal. Dr. Hibbard predicted that 

there may be changes, but in 
the same letter he added, “…
the seal has changed some but 
I hope that they will always 
keep the Via Veritas Vita.”

The present seal consistsof the 
line “Via Veritas Vita” with the year 

of the birth of Silliman, a vine, book, 
lighted lamp, circle, and scallop. 
Each inscription has a purpose 
and contains a story of its own.

1901. The year SU was founded.
“Via Veritas Vita.” This 

Latin motto means “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life.” 
It refers to the words of Jesus 
Christ found in John 14:16.

The two stars. The stars separate 
the text “Silliman University” 
and “Dumaguete Philippines”. 
However, in an interview in a 
paper entitled “The Evolution of 
the Silliman Seal” by a sociology 

assistant professor of the university 
Cornelia Cadeliña, SU alumni 
Ruth and Procopio Velasco 
suggested that the stars symbolize 
two nationalities – Americans 
and Filipinos. According to them, 
these nationalities gave much 

of their time, talents, financial 
assistance and expertise in Silliman 
“…making it of what it is today”.

The Vine. To the Velascos, 
the vine “firmly ties the students, 
faculty, staff, administrators and 
alumni to continuously nurture 
the ‘Silliman spirit ’ – the unique 
character of the Sillimanians.”

The Book. Many refer to the 
book as the Bible since most of the 
symbols in the seal have Christian 
meanings. According to Cadeliña, 
“the book (as the Bible) represents 
strong faith that Silliman 
University as an institution will 

survive throughout the years and 
despite the presence of conflicts 
and problems she encounters, “the 
Foundation of God standeth sure.”

The Lighted Lamp. To 
Cadeliña, “this could be 
interpreted that the light does not 

only brighten the darkness but at 
the same time will guide the dream 
of every student.” For the Velascos, 
the light symbolizes knowledge 
and better understanding through 
Silliman Christian Education. 

The Circle. To Carson, 
the circle is “symbolically a 
representation of heaven as 
concentric choirs of Angels 
and in the arrangement of the 
disciples in a circle around Christ.”

The Scallop. Ms. Felicidad 
Galan, the artist of the present 
seal, said that the scallop represents 
the “waves of changes” of SU:

“Silliman has crests and troughs 
in its lifetime that made it the way 
it is today – at the same time it 
represents the wave of changes since 
1901 making Silliman uniquely 
Silliman. The crests and troughs 
made Silliman more beautiful, for 

these waves around 
the logo beautify 
the landscape in 
its philosophical, 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l , 
e d u c a t i o n a l , 
emotional and 
spiritual sense. This 
creative energy of 
SU as represented 
by the waves around 

it removes the monotony of 
uniformity of lines representing 
the diversity of the minds 
at Silliman University.”

All the inscriptions and symbols 
in the seal are there for a reason. 
All of them tell a story of what 
happened in the past that made 
Silliman what it is today. And with 
a background of the Silliman Seal, 
it is easier for Sillimanians to show 
off their pride for the university. 
However, knowing the history 
of the university as well as its 
representations and surroundings is 
upholding the “Silliman Spirit”.~

The Silliman Seal: What You Don’t Know

By Ronelyn Faith Vailoces                          

Embodying the values and virtues 
of Silliman, three Outstanding 
Sillimanians were given an award 
for their exemplary contribution 
to the society through rendering 
service to the people. In the 114th 
of academic excellence, Silliman 
University’s Most Outstanding 
Sillimanians are Engr. Emmanuel 
D. Abellanosa, Miguel C. Braganza 
II, and Atty. Rowena V. Guanzon.

Engr. Emmanuel D. 
Abellanosa is the Outstanding 
Sillimanian Awardee in the field 
of Power Energy Resources 
Engineering and Management.

During his college days, he was 
a committed and a responsible 
student leader in different 
organizations and an active church 
member. Not only did he help 
himself finish his studies, but he 
also sent his siblings to school 
through being a working student. 

Throughout his five-year 
stay in the university, his 
noble extracurricular activities 
were recognized as he was 
awarded with Silliman Student 
Service Award in 1972.

Engr. Abellanosa once saved 
Mindanao from the threat 
of no electricity because of a 
drought that happened in 1989. 
Mindanao plunged into its first 
ever power shortage because of it. 

Because of high demand but low 
available supply from the power 
plants in Mindanao that time, he 
and his team crafted technical 
strategies of power rationing to 
soften the impact of brownouts. 
They were able to preserve the 
safety and integrity of the hydro 
power plant of the National Power 
Corporation without damage.

During his leadership as the 
District Manager, the North 
Central Mindanao Area won the 
Most Outstanding Area of National 
Power Corporation besting 19 other 
areas for excellent performance 
for two years, 1997 and 1999.

On September 30, 2007, he 
passed the Career Executive 
Service Officer V Board.

Aside from his accomplishments 
in his profession, Engr. Abellanosa 
never fails to participate in 
community involvement activities. 
In fact he is the President of 
Homeowners Association iBoard 
of Director in Iligan Bay Chamber 
of Industry, Vice- Chair of Board 
of Elders, UCCP Cagayan de 
Oro City and more organizations. 

Miguel C. Braganza II is an 

Outstanding Sillimanian Awardee 
in the field of Arts and Theater. 
His art is not only a reflection 
of his passion but also a means 
of service for other people. He 
has gone to different parts of the 
world to prove his skills and talents 
and to make his country proud.

Miguel is a degree holder of 
Bachelor of Arts in Speech and 
Theater. He got a Talent Award 
when he graduated in Silliman 
University in 1978. He is a 
recipient of various scholarships 
such as the Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Center, Nat Horne Musical 
Theater, Madame Youskevitch 
New Dance Group Studio, 
Walter Terry Memorial Scholar 
for Dance and Choreography 
at Harvard University and 
Serge Ochenko Austria, Italy 
Directing/Movement for Actors. 

Aside from the scholarships being 
offered to him, Miguel also won 
awards such as the Pan American 
Concerned Citizens Action 
League (PACCAL) Award and 
Who’s Who among SIllimanians 
in the year 2011. He was also a 
nominee of the Ten Outstanding 
Filipino Award and PAMANA 
Presidential Award in the year 2012.

While accomplishing his 
goals,Miguel also extend a 
helping arm to his fellowmen, 
allowing them to reach their 
dreams and giving them hope 
and inspiration through sharing 
his knowledge about theater  and 
conducting fundraising activities.

He started the Filipinos in the 
Arts in America, Inc., (FilinArts) 
an organization that aims to 
present artists in the United States, 
Philippines and the rest of the world.

Miguel also helped the 
residents in Maryland, Virginia, 
and Washington D.Corganizes 
their community theater the 
“Tanghalang Filipino” to 
train the young people in the 
areas to enhance their talents.  

He established a Street of Dreams 
project for the street children 
and out-of-school youth in the 
Philippines. Now, the project has 

been supporting 45 dance scholars 
in their trainings and performances.

Atty. Rowena V. Guanzon, an 
Outstanding Sillimanian Awardee 
in the field of Gender Equality 
and Women Empowerment, 
graduated from Silliman 
University High School in 1974.

She came from a family with 
parents who met and studied in 
Silliman University; the reason 
why all of her siblings was also 
sent to study in Silliman. She 
studied BS Economics in the 
University of Economics in the 
University of the Philippines 
Dilliman, where she also decided 
to proceed to Law. She also took 
a Master in Public Administration 
from Harvard University.

In 1986, after Martial Law, 

Guanzon was appointed by former 
President Corazon Aquino as 
the mayor of Cadiz City, Negros 
Occidental. During her term, from 
a third class city Cadiz became first 
class city and she improved the 
city’s real property tax collection 
system. She also developed 
programs that eradicated polio, 
delivered water services, and 
reduced infant mortality rate 
through the City’s Urban Basic 
Services Program, funded by 
UNICEF. She served Cadiz for 
six years being a public servant.

Her works helped in uplifting 
the rights of women and children. 
She assisted in the drafting of 
Republic Act No. 9262 (Anti-
Violence Against Women and 
Their Children Act of 2004) and 
Republic Act No. 9208 (Anti-
Trafficking in Persons Act of 
2003). Her advocacy for gender 
equality and women’s human right 
has been acknowledged by different 
groups in and out of the country.

She serves as the voice for 
women and children whose rights 
seem to have been forgotten. 

Guanzon does not only teach 
law in classrooms; she also extends 
her scope to communities to let 
the people be informed about 
their rights. She also has provided 
scholarships to a number of students.

The Sillimanians’ knowledge 
never rusts; talents never fade and 
skills never diminish but only get 
better in time. The outstanding 
Sillimanians are those who live 
by the motto of Silliman Via, 
Veritas, Vita; the people who 
embody the “Silliman Spirit”.~

Outstanding Sillimanian Awardees
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SUHS celebrates 100 years, starts preparation 

INNOVATION. Class 1967 pre-med alumni, Dr. Enrico and Dr. Esther 
Sobong formally open the new SU Molecular Biology laboratory at the 
Biology Department last Aug. 25. PHoTo BY lucille Jean J. Raterta

by Jann Viansee O. Cardenas

THE CENTENNIAL  
CELEBRATION of the Silliman 
University High School (SUHS) 
in 2016 was launched with a 
worship service last Aug. 23 at 
the Silliman University Church.

SUHS will be celebrating its 
centennial in August 2016, but the 
preparation for the SUHS centennial 
started last January. Grace A. 
Sumalpong, secretary of the board 
of trustees, is the chairperson of 
the SUHS Centennial Committee. 

According to Sumalpong, the 
SUHS centennial will be a year-
long celebration starting this August 
which will end in August next year.

The SUHS Centennial Committee 
is encouraging all alumni to book 
their calendars for August next year 

and to each contribute Php5,000 since 
the preparations need a considerable 
amount of mobilization fund. 

Junard J. Cruz, SUHS Class of 1985, 
said that SUHS should continue to 
gain and evolve with the “rich wisdom 
of a centennial of quality education.”

“My wish for SUHS is to continue 
the strong tradition of character-
building, preferably with an integrative 
approach and a more wide-ranging 
outlook of grade-based achievement 
goals, which gives recognition for 
multiple intelligences,” Cruz said.

Grade 10 student Dezella Faye 
Q. Gonzales said that SUHS 
never fails to give students the 
quality education they promised.

“It is a privilege to be in SUHS for 
not all people can experience the kind 
of education that the high school offers, 
and to be in a prestigious university 

surrounded with different people with 
one goal is a wondrous thing an individual 
like me can have,” Gonzales said. 

Gonzales also wished that the values 
entrusted to them by SUHS will 
still be present in future generations.

Being in her last year in the High 
School Department, Gonzales 
hopes that students in lower years 
appreciate being a Sillimanian.

“I can't wait to see SUHS grow 
and become better each and every 
day as they start a new chapter 
in the institution,” Gonzales said. 

As  early as now, Sumalpong is 
already inviting everyone to participate 
in various activities for the celebration.

“We invite all of you to actively 
participate in the various activities. This 
celebration is about us and it’s going to be 
fun if we all join in,” Sumalpong said.~ Fine arts dept launches first 

university art gallery
by Ray Chen Bahinting                             

THE SILLIMAN UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE OF PERFORMING 
AND VISUAL ARTS (SU 
COPVA) fine arts department 
launched the university art gallery 
with the theme “Home is Where the 
Art is” last Aug. 20 at Silliman Hall.

“The show started out as a 
concept of home,” said Yvette 
Kim, the chairperson of the fine 
arts department. “As the ‘traveling’ 
of our department, there’s a point 
when you feel tired and you 
want to go home,” she added.

The fine arts department was 
first located in Guy Hall, then 
was transferred to COPVA 
1. After that, they moved to 
Hibbard Hall’s second floor where 
they also exhibited artworks.

Kim added that the gallery started 
from the faculty and practicing artists. 
As the program expanded, the fine arts 
department included artworks of their 
graduates and their visiting lecturers. 

The main goal of the university 
gallery is to display and store 
the university’s art holdings, 
make the collection public, and 
encourage the collection’s growth.

According to Kim, the gallery 
will feature the collections of Dr. 
Romy Ariniego, an Outstanding 
Sillimanian Awardee for Medicine 
in 2010 who continuously supports 
the department financially.

Kim said that the gallery 
is divided into two areas.

One area is where the collections 
given by their graduates and faculty 
to the college are displayed, like 
the works of Stephen Abanto, 
Edilyn Abrio, Anna Lacson, David 

Teves, Paco Guerrero, Ramon 
del Prado, and Arzelle Sun.

Meanwhile, the second area 
is the open studio where classes 
are conducted and fine arts 
students’ works are displayed.

Ysnirah Barte, a first year fine 
arts student, said that people seeing 
her work is a privilege. She drew 
a girl playing with butterflies with 
skeleton designs which she said 
showed her maturity and childish 
personality at the same time.

Live performances can also be 
shown in the gallery. Malencio, 
resident from the town of Bacong, 
sang his own unnamed composition 
using a guitar locally called as “sista.”

Cañete was part of an exhibit of 
Prof. Erma Lacorte, a faculty member 
of the fine arts department, which 
features puso or diamond-shaped 
rice wrapped in woven palm leaves.

Techy Gonzales, a second year 
physical therapy student who visited 
the gallery, commends the exhibit 
for being “colorful and complicated.” 
She said it made her realize that her 
passion for arts is still developing and 
that some people must be thankful 
they are blessed with such talent.

SU President Ben S. Malayang III 
said that anyone, especially students, 
can be creative in their support of the 
gallery. Some examples he gave to help 
improve and promote the university 
art gallery are donating Php20 a 
month and be a guide of the gallery.

The university gallery is placed 
on the second floor of Silliman 
Hall, formerly the anthropology 
museum- which is transferred to 
the Hibbard Hall. It remains open 
to public for free until Sept. 21.~

Retired chief 
justice proposes 

constitution 
revision

By Jameela Antoniette I. Mendoza

RETIRED CHIEF JUSTICE Reynato 
S. Puno proposed a change in the 1987 
constitution to make rights as a solution for 
poverty during the 27th Silliman University 
Law Alumni Association general 
assembly last Aug. 22 at Villareal Hall.

With the theme, “Law with a 
Conscience: Now and Always,” Puno said 
that changing the 1987 constitution will 
help in lowering poverty in the Philippines 
by making socio-economic rights of the 
poor demandable from the government.

Socio-economic rights include the 
rights to education, housing, health, science, 
culture, and adequate standard of living. 
Unlike civil and political rights, these rights 
are not included in the Bill of Rights.

Puno added that the change should 
aim to “make socio-economic rights 
of the poor real” by making these 
enforceable and making all marginalized 
sectors represented in the government.

“We should include these socio-
economic rights in our bill of rights 
so that they can be demanded by the 
poor against the government, just as 
our civil and political rights can be 
demanded from the state,” said Puno.

According to Puno, there were two bills 
passed by the last Congress that planned to 
lift the socio-economic rights of the poor. 

Last year, the Congress approved 
the “Magna Carta for the Poor,”a 
bill that aims to uplift the lives of 
the poor through employment, 
feeding programs, and education.

Meanwhile, in 2013, the Congress 
also approved the “Rights of Internally 
Displaced Persons Act of 2013” bill.

However, both of these bills were 
rejected by President Benigno “Noynoy” 
Aquino III because Puno said that socio-
economic rights are not demandable 
as a matter of right in the constitution 
and the government lacks money to 
support the enforcement of these rights.
Education Rights

A petition questioning tuition hikes 
made by some colleges and universities 
was also rejected by the Supreme Court.

The right to education, according to 
Puno, is most valuable to the poor because 
it is the “great equalizer in life.” However, he 
also said that the right to education is one of 
the most violated rights in our country today.

“For every 100 children who enter 
grade one, only 65 will move on to 
high school and only 45 of them will 
graduate from high school,” said Puno.

According to a study conducted 
by the United Nations Educational, 

Local bands lead praise and 
worship in Hibalag

By Leslie J. Batallones
and Paulynne Joyce R. dela Cruz           

SEVEN LOCAL BANDS led the 
Hibalag Christian Night as Sillimanians 
and guests gathered in praise and worship 
last Aug. 23 at the Hibalag grounds. 

Christian Night is one of the highlights 
of Hibalag activities, according to Pastor 
Mark Agosto, the university chaplain.

"[Christian night] is our way of 
affirming our faith in Jesus Christ and 
our thanksgiving to the Lord for those 
who came ahead of us to establish 
Silliman University (SU)," he said.

The seven bands in the Christian night 
were J2MAD, Ablaze, UCCP City 
Church, Philippine Student Alliance 
Lay Movement (PSALM), SMCI, 
EN (Every Nation) Campus Music 

Team, and TLC (The Lord's Church). 
The worship teams performed the 

songs of Hillsong, Planetshakers, 
Elevation band, Jesus Culture and 
many more gospel bands. The TLC 
also offered a special song presentation. 

Rev. Oliver Gerona, a part time 
professor of SU School of Divinity, 
pointed out four core implications 
that are still clear and alive in the 
lives of the people today based on the 
story: recognize the reader's identity 
in the story, see God working in 
one's Christian journey, have strong 
faith, and anchor the faith on Jesus.

Gerona stressed that it is important 
to look at the roots of one's faith 
and see how this faith moves and 
gives hope in the life of a person.  

SG and 4 orgs hold outreach 
program for kids

By Jann Viansee O. Cardenas                  

THE SILLIMAN UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT GOVERNMENT (SUSG) 
Social Services Committee, together with 
the MedTech Society, Philippine Institute 
of Civil Engineers, Social Work Society, 
and Silliman Junior Business Executives, 
organized the outreach program “Kidsaya” 
last Aug. 24 at the Hibalag booth area.

The program was organized 
for children from Laguna Daycare 
Center and Looc Daycare Center.

According to Cedrick Louis S. Antiquina, 
the chairperson of the SUSG Social Services 
Committee, the outreach program was 
organized to give the children a time of leisure 
and let them enjoy their childhood to the fullest. 

“Kidsaya is important for them because it 
will be a time for the children to know that 
they are not alone in this community, that there 
are people who truly care for them, the student 
government, and the other organizations 
involved in this activity,” Antiquina said.

Aside from school supplies that the 

organizers gave to the children, the 
value of teamwork and friendship are 
some of the things that the children 
learned from the outreach activity.

“They will learn to become responsible 
children, who will then become responsible 
youth of our country and later on, they will 
inspire other people to become responsible 
citizens in this country,” Antiquina said.

The event also increases the social 
awareness of Sillimanians, that as students of 
this university, there is a responsibility to reach 
out to others as part of a larger community.

“In this event, I learned that even 
in the simplest ways, we are able to 
make other people, especially the kids, 
happy,” said Jureen G. Bautista, a second 
year medical technology student.

Antiquina also added that students 
should participate to show others that 
Silliman recognizes the fact that Sillimanians 
are part of a greater community and to 
show them that Silliman is “not just a 
university, but a university that reaches out 
to the community and to the society.~

Mass com alumnus lectures 
on activation in SU

By Andrea Dawn E. Boycillo                    

“To stand out, you need to be a purple 
cow,” said Ed Dames, chairperson 
and CEO of the Direct to Consumer 
(DTC) Promos Inc. in his lecture 
entitled “Events & Activations 
and Sports Marketing” last Aug. 
24 at the Multi-Purpose Room.

For Dames, advertising introduces 
and informs the market about a 
product using various media to 
deliver the message. Unlike in the 
80s, advertising today is no longer 
the main communication channel.

“Today’s consumers are 
more informed, highly mobile, 
very fickle-minded, and  have 
more choices,” said Dames.

To Dames, activation is needed 

in advertising.Activation is the 
phase in advertising after the 
planning phase where managers 
plan their marketing activities.

It is followed by a feedback 
phase, in which results are 
evaluated with marketing analytics.

“Activation makes the brand 
more real, builds relationship 
with the market, and provides 
feedback mechanism,” said Dames.

Dames added that activations 
provide interactive and instant 
feedback and livelihood 
impact that hires at least 100-
300 people per campaign.

Dames also said that sellers should 
think of “WWHW:” “Why” it is done; 
“What” needs to be done; “How” big 

theraNdomspace:  
LOYAL WILL WE BE TO SILLIMAN. Departed faculty and staff members who have had served the university for 20 years or longer are recognized by the university 
as Heritage Builders. In reply, the daughter of one of the Builders, Celsa Diputado Calis, said: “Good deeds always deserve a grateful response.” We asked family, friends, col-
leagues, and experts how they remember this year’s Heritage Builders.

1. Francisco Banogon, dean/professor of 
the College of Engineering
“[I] knew him as a man that has very 
strict principles and stood by those 
principles. He left a very rich impression 
on the College of Engineering and 
Design.”—son-in-law Mariano Ngan

Compiled by: Christian Renz Torres

2. Ramon Banquerigo, armorer ROTC 
department
“He was a helpful, responsible father; a 
good provider. Without him, I wouldn’t 
have graduated from Silliman.”
—daughter Menchie Banquerigo-Camaso

3. Nemesio Diputado Sr., composer SU 
Press
“Iya rang maingon namo [kamagsuon] 
kay ‘Dapat magbinut-an.’ Mao iyang 
maibilin: ang pag-eskwela. Nagkatrabaho 
mi tungod kay niya.[All he ever said to 
us {siblings} was ‘You have to be good.’ 
That’s what he left behind for us: our 
education. We were able to get work 
because of him.]”—son Marcelo Diputado

4. Leonila Lagrito, circulation-reserve 
librarian, Library Department
“She was a dedicated worker; 
she would not count the hours 
while working. She was also very 
thoughtful. She would always greet 
people during their birthdays.”—
colleague and coworker Lorna Yso

Economist lectures on 
global warming

By Andrea Dawn E. Boycillo                         

MOST OF GLOBAL warming is 
caused by increasing concentrations 
of greenhouse gases (GHG) 
and other pollutants caused 
by human activities, said Prof. 
Wilma Tejero, chairperson of 
the Economics department in 
her lecture entitled “Carbon 
Footprints and Climate Change.”

This lecture is a part of the 
College of Business Administration 
Lecture Series held last Aug. 24 
at the MBA presentation room.

According to Tejero, because 
of human activities, much carbon 
dioxide is used. This contributes 
to global warming, a gradual 
increase in the overall temperature 
of the earth's atmosphere 
generally attributed to GHG.

“Greenhouse gases are actually 
natural. Studies have shown 
that aside from being natural, 
50% of the GHG is caused by 
human activities,” said Tejero.

She said that science proves 
that the temperature of the 
earth is connected to the energy 
produced by the sun. Some of 
the energy is reflected by the 
clouds, others by the eyes. Some 
remain absorbed in the earth.

If the amount of solar energy 
is equal to the amount of energy 
absorbed by the earth, then the 
earth’s temperature remains the 
same. If the amount of energy from 
the sun is less than the amount that 
is being absorbed by the earth, then 
the earth will experience cooling off. 

However, if the amount of energy 
coming from the sun is greater 
than the amount that is being 
radiated back into space, then the 
earth will experience heating up.

GHG, like carbon dioxide, 
trap heat in the atmosphere.

Carbon Footprints
“It cannot be argued that global 

warming can cause catastrophic 
weather events, flooding, water 
shortages, disturbed ecosystems,” 
said Tejero. “It is important that we 
understand our own impact on the 
environment in the future and work 
to make that impact more positive.”

Tejero said that for each 
person in the Philippines, an 
average of 0.9 metric tons or 900 
kilograms is emitted per year.

“The Philippines is not included 
in the top GHG emitters like US, 
China, Europian Union, and India, 
but that does not mean we should not 
do something about it,” said Tejero.

Tejero also said that developing 
countries and poor countries are 
affected by the result of climate 
change. By calculating the carbon 
footprint or the sum of emitted 
GHG, people can track how 
much they affect the environment.

“Your carbon footprint, 
which traces your impact on 
the environment, measures the 
GHG that you are responsible for 
creating,” said Tejero. “Common 
activities like using electricity and 
driving a car emit those gases.”

She suggested that people can 
help prevent global warming with 
everyday habits like using public 
transportation instead of private 
cars, turning off lights, cooking 
fresh vegetables instead of processed 
canned goods, among others.

Tejero also said that the best 
thing student organizations can do 
is spread information and increase 
awareness of global warming. 
She also suggested that students 
may plant at least 10 trees each.

She added that “our take-
home message is that each of 
us must take steps to protect 
our Earth’s climate.”~continue to page 8...continue to page 8...

continue to page 8...

5.James and Virginia McKinley, dean/
faculty, Divinity School
“He was the dean from 1931 to 1959, 
which makes him the longest-serving 
dean of the then College of Theology. 
He was at the helm of rebuilding it after 
the war. He transformed the Divinity 
School.”—faculty of Divinity School 
Noriel Capulong

6. Gervasio Miranda, head and associate 
professor, Languages Department
“[He] was a very simple man who was 
dedicated to his work. He had the desire 
for the students to learn Spanish, so 
he would say ‘Kumusta?’ Which would 
be the reason why students would 
sometimes avoid him, haha!”—son 
Manuel Miranda and daughter-in-law 
Jessie Miranda

7. Jose and Sofia Ravello, director/associate 
professor and director/assistant professor, 
PE Department
“When he represented Silliman for the Berlin 
Olympics, president [Arthur] Carson told him, 
‘Joe, no athletics on Sunday…’ His finals were on 
a Sunday, so he just stayed in the dorm. It was 
karma though that he became the coach for the 
Melbourne Olympics in 1956. He was nervous, 
but when he went there, he saw a chapel and 
felt a host of other countries that come together 
to worship one God. I feel like that’s a metaphor 
of his life.”—daughters Margarita Ravello-
Poblete and Maria Elena Ravello-Mangaoil

8. Caridad Rodriguez, chair/professor, 
History and Political Science Department
“She was a very jolly person. She 
created laughter wherever she [was.]”—
daughter Eloise May Rodriguez-Diño

9. Edith Tiempo, dean of Graduate 
School and chair of English Department
“When I wanted to come back [to 
the school,] she said she’d give me a 
reason—and she gave me a scholarship. 
I was part of the pioneering batch of the 
Masters in Creative Writing; the only 
girl. She was a very exacting task master. 
She was structured as a writer and as a 
person.”—mentee Bonnie Jane Flores

10. Manuel Utzurrum, comptroller-
treasurer
“He lived on campus for a very long 
time. He started as a working student 
and when he graduated, he worked 
at Treasurer’s Office. He had a stern 
countenance.”—granddaughter Marietta 
Utzurrum-Montebon

MUSCLES AT WORK. Catherine Carballo, a certified Walk Live instructor and 
SU alumna, leads participants in Walk Live, a walk-in-place exercise program 
last Aug. 22 at the Luce Auditorium Foyer. PHOTO BY Cheri Lian V. Ansale

NEW BUILDING. Mariano lao, an SUHS alumnus, leads the cornerstone 
laying ceremony of his donated building, Mariano and lina lao Activity 
Center, last Aug. 22 in SUHS. Photo by Cheri lian v. Ansale.

Miss Silliman Cheat 

Forever Single

The Troubles of a Newb Wall Climber
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By Nurlyn J. Elli 
and JannViansee O. Cardenas           

The Kapunungan sa mga Mass 
Communicators (KMC) organized 
the 6th Walk Live Session, an indoor 
walking exercise program with 
Catherine Leonardo-Carballo held last 
Aug. 22  at the Luce Auditorium Foyer.

It is “a way of giving back” event of 
Catherine Leonardo-Carballo who 
graduated in 1990 from the College of 
Mass Communication (CMC). She is 
a certified Walk Live instructor from 
Rutgers University in New Jersey, USA. 

Walk Live aims to create more health 

awareness by incorporating exercise into 
one’s daily lifestyle. The session is done 
with the four core basic steps: walk in 
place, side steps, kicks, and knee lifts. 

Carballo said that the program’s 
purpose is for every individual, especially 
young ones, to be aware of the benefits 
of exercising towards a healthy lifestyle. 

Carballo added that exercising while 
still young is advisable, rather than starting 
to exercise because of health issues. 

Irma Faith Pal, head organizer of 
the event, said that the event was 
organized again to bring together the 
students and the alumni of the CMC.

“We needed an activity that 

would involve the KMC and our 
alumni and so we thought again of 
this one because we missed doing 
this the previous year,” Pal said. 

Ruben Bokingo, the new director 
of the Office of Alumni and External 
Affairs; Dr. Ma. Cecilia M. Genove, 
dean of the CMC; some alumni; and 
a number of mass communication 
students participated in the event. 

Genove said that the program is “a 
healthy way of celebrating the 114th 
Founders Day” because it brings out the 
energy of everyone joining the event.~

KMC hosts 6th Walk Live session

Lawas said the one factor that made 
the judges want to add Miss CED in 
the top 5 despite not being in the waiver 
was because the judges based their 
decision on the pageant night alone.

Miss CED scored the highest that 
night,  but overall scores in the Miss 
Silliman pageant were based on 30% 
of the press launch and 30% on the 
pre-pageant night. The pageant night 
accounted for 40% of the overall score.

Lawas also said that during the time 
when judges wanted to add Miss CED, 
the committee was not given a break time 
in the program to consult the candidates 
about the decision as the program went on.

With the fast turn of events, Lawas added 
that the committee had to decide instantly. 

When the committee agreed on 
the judges’ decision, the handlers of 
the candidates reacted and did not 
approve of adding another finalist.

After the final interview, when judges 
announced that they wanted to add two 
more finalists after adding Miss CED, 
the candidates and their handlers were 
against it because the final interview 
question was already heard by the 
two that the judges wanted to add. 

In the end, the candidates reconsidered 
the waiver they signed the night before, 
approving to retain only five finalists, 
and voted among themselves to have 
top five finalists instead of the top six or 

eight that was proposed by the judges.
The waiver overruled previous 

decisions made that evening, and 
the top 5 candidates were awarded.

Judges were not informed
John Jacques Sinapuelas, vice-chair of 

the Pageant Night, admitted that he was 
not able to orient the judges. However, 
he believed that the judges would still 
have pushed through with their decision, 
despite knowing the guidelines. 

But Sinapuelas also clarified that the 
committee did not question the judges. 

“About the judges, I could not 
have picked better judges because 
they were all more than capable of 
judging the Miss Silliman pageant,” 
said Sinapuelas, who thought that the 
committee was caught between the 
demands made by conflicting sides. 

Jayson Capundag, head of the legal 
matters in the committee, said that the 
Miss Silliman pageant does not need to 
base or compare its standards to other 
pageants because it has its own committee 
responsible to make its own guidelines.

The committee made sure that the 
guidelines were properly compiled 
after months of deliberation.

Legal matters: Candidates signed 
a waiver

A private meeting was held last 
Aug. 23, a night before the event, at 
the Lamberto Macias Sports Complex, 

upon the recommendation from the 
handlers and pageant coaches to uphold 
tradition and to come up with only the 
best five among all candidates who will 
proceed to the final interview portion.

The twelve candidates unanimously 
agreed to the proposed amendment 
or revision of the guidelines. 

The General Rules and Guidelines 
of the Miss Silliman 2015 Pageant, 
page 17, No. 3 under the rules of the 
project, provides: “If there are 11-15 
candidates, only eight candidates with 
the first eight highest initial scores will 
proceed to the final stage of the pageant.”

But because the candidates agreed 
to change that rule, it was written in 
the waiver they signed that if there are 
11-15 candidates, only five candidates 
with the first highest initial scores will 
proceed to the final stage of the pageant.

Capundag said that since the candidates 
were the primary stakeholders, the 
committee would not make any revisions 
without the candidates knowing. 

The   revisions   made to the 
guidelines were approved by the 
head of the legal matters and the 
chairperson of the committee.

The committee resolved the conflict 
by following the legal agreement or 
the waiver of having only five finalists 
for the final interview portion.~

Girl is Jeva Rhoden from the College 
of Arts and Sciences, a political 
science major who also won Best in 
Talent and Miss Professionalism.

Meanwhile, the second runner-
up and Headline Girl is Shamah 
Bulangis. The Foreign Affairs major 
also won the Best Speaker, Darling 
of the Press, and Miss Fitness awards.

Maria Christina Goodwin from 
the College of Nursing, who won 
a Miss Congeniality award, is 
the third runner-up. Dae Narah 
Garcia from the College of Mass 

Communication is the fourth-runner up.
The judges were Ms. Silliman 1986 

Maria Pia Paz Francisco Sy, journalist 
Melclaire “Claire” Sy-Delfin, producer 
Moira Lang, Lin-ay Sang Negros 
2015 title holder Jessica Zevenbergen, 
Miguel Braganza, member of 
the university’s Board of Trustees 
Atty. Felipe Remollo, designer Mr. 
Amir Sali, and Bb. Pilipinas 2015 
candidate Wynwyn Marquez.

Amiscaray will crown the 
70th Miss Silliman next year.~

CBA wins.. from page 1
Other students complained that they 

were almost hit by some motorcycles 
passing through the parade line.

Lorie Soriano, a fourth year mass 
communication student, said that 
she had to be forced to get out of the 
way when a motorcycle suddenly 
passed by without her being aware.

"I hope di ra jud mausob sa 
Parada Sillimaniana," added 

Soriano. (I hope it won’t happen 
again in Parada Sillimaniana.)

Some college governors said that 
the route was not what they agreed 
on in their meeting and were shocked 
about the abrupt change of route.

"At first, I was shocked why the 
route was different from last year. 
No one informed me, maybe even 
other presidents for that matter," 

said Gens Puracan, a fifth year 
mechanical engineering student and 
mechanical engineering governor.

A few days after the incident, 
Pucaran said that ComSO apologized to 
them on Facebook regarding the issue.

ComSO apologized to the 
governor’s league and appreciated 
their continued participation 
despite what had happened.~

ComSO to.. from page 1

Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
the congress allocates only 2.53 percent 
of our Gross Domestic Product for 
education when it should be six percent.

“Our government will always under 
spend for the education of our children 
because the right of education in our country 
is not a demandable right,” said Puno.

To rewrite the constitution, the 
congress must first pass a resolution 
for a referendum to know if citizens 
want to change the 1987 constitution.

He said that if the majority approves 
for the change, this might push the newly 
elected president and congressmen in 
2016 to review and revise the constitution.

“The biggest mockery of our democracy 
is our inability to give flesh and blood to 
the right of equality of our poor people. 
Unless we cannot cut the immoral 
gap between the haves and have-nots, 
we cannot say we have a constitution 
with a conscience,” said Puno.~

Retired chief.. from page 6

According to him, Sillimanians should 
be reminded that the "Via Veritas 
Vita" is more than a university slogan. 

"We forgot that this is not just a mere 
slogan, but a proclamation of our faith and 
who Christ is in our lives,” said Gerona.

Gerona encouraged everyone to hold 
to the truth of Jesus Christ because 
most of the time, days are being spent in 
activities that are separating people from 
having a real connection with God. He 
said that some of the walls that separate 
God from human are technology, busy 
time, priorities in life, and dreams that 
are not established in God's purpose.  

Aaron David Espiritu of EN Campus 
Dumaguete Music Team also pondered 
on the message of the scripture 
that centers on the story of Jesus 
walking on waters with His disciples. 

"Being constantly reminded that 
we can walk on the water through our 

faith had become a great help to all of 
us. Also, admitting our failures during 
practices and not losing sight towards 
our main goal, [which] is to honor 
God and make disciples," said Espiritu.

Jabez Alaban of PSALM said, 
"During the message, what really 
captured my heart the most was how 
we should take the journey on what 
God has planned us to have and to 
always anchor our faith on Jesus.” 

Abishag Atega, Religious Life 
Committee chairperson, said that 
God's grace sustained everyone.

"I guess what really inspired me is 
that all the bands were able to work 
together to worship the Lord. There 
were a lot of challenges, but with the 
cooperation of everyone and with 
God's grace, I guess it all went well may 
it be planned or not," said Atega.~

Local  bands.. from page 6

the idea and execution is; and “Who” 
is the team that executes the idea.

“Client briefing, agency response or 
planning, recruitment or training for 
product knowledge, execution, and 
postmortem or planning are all part of 
the process of activation. Social media 
is also an important component in 
activations and events,” said Dames.

Dames added that the keys 
to success in advertising are a 
clear objective, planning, the 

right team, attention to details, 
100 percent commitment, focus, 
team spirit, and physical fitness.

He concluded that “sellers must aim 
to do their best even at their worst days.”

Dames is a mass communication 
graduate in Silliman University 
batch 1981. DTC is one of the 
country’s leading activations 
agencies handling clients like 
Unilever, L’Oreal, among others.~

Mass com alumnus.. from page 6

Miss Silliman.. from page 1
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