
FOR THE ANCIENT LAND. Sr. Stella Matutina shares stories of the Manobos in their fight to get their ancient land back in a Peace Forum organized by Silliman University Justice and Peace Center (JPC) last Sept. 14 at Silliman Hall.  PHOTO BY Babe Jocelie Isaga
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SU faculty can improve credentials, says Malayang

Mass com students 
hold symposium 
on water bottles

Malayang sets plans on 
curriculum changes

Environmental class leads 
boulevard clean-up

By Leslie J. Batallones                                

FACULTY MEMBERS OF Silliman 
University (SU) can improve their 
credentials and capabilities during the 
enrolment interruption after K-12’s full 
implementation next year, said SU President 
Dr. Ben Malayang III in an interview.

“We will not do away with our faculty 
because of K-12. We need to work for 
resources to help them upgrade their 
credentials and capabilities so by 2022, we 
actually have a better faculty,” Malayang said.

In 2016, the two-year Senior High 
School (SHS) program will take effect 
with the Grade 11 students. In 2017, these 
students will be in Grade 12. During these 
years, there will be no freshmen enrolees in 
the Higher Education Institutions (HEIs).

Without enrolment, there will not 
be enough income for HEIs and this 
threatened many jobs for teachers 

since they also would not have any 
first and second year students to teach.

Despite the fear of crisis due to K- 12, 
Malayang assured that the administration 
has set up “packages of measure” or 
steps to prevent this threat until college 
enrolment returns back to normal in 2022.

Malayang said that other schools 
see these years with loss of jobs and 
early retirement for teachers, but in SU, 
he said that the faculty will be given 
time and opportunity to get master’s 
degrees, PhDs, and do researches.  In 
the university, 14 percent of faculty 
members have PhDs. The university aims 
to reach at least 30-40 percent by 2022.

The university is making sure that there 
are scholarships, fellowships, and funding 
for research and publications for the faculty.  

“Our faculty is among the best in 
the country. The role of the university 
is to make sure that there are these 

opportunities for them,” Malayang added. 
Malayang believes that a better 

faculty means better capabilities and 
mastery in teaching. He stressed that 
teachers need to be given the chance 
to improve their teaching methods.

He also said that the challenge for 
SU is to adjust the teaching load of the 
faculty due to the change in curriculum. 
In this curriculum shift, some college 
faculty will be teaching in SHS.

SU will keep its faculty, but 
Malayang said that they need to 
adjust to the SHS curriculum.

With the given opportunities, 
Malayang stressed that these measures 
will not be imposed to the faculty.

Financial plans
Malayang said that SU becomes 

‘attractive’ if it maintains a “good faculty and 
portfolio” that fit future educational needs, 

continue to page 4...

By Leslie J. Batallones                   

UPON ACCEPTING HIS two-
year term extension, Silliman President 
Ben Malayang III said in an interview 
last Sept. 7 that he has a set of steps 
to protect the Silliman faculty, staff, 
students, and alumni from risks that 
the transition years K-12 will bring.

“I agreed to have these two years 
because I see the challenges of transition... 
I certainly would like to see that these 
measures are successful,” said Malayang.

Before K-12 will be fully implemented 
by the end of his term, the university is 
facing the challenge of installing grades 
11 and 12, changing the programs and 
teaching loads of faculty, and replacing 
subjects in the K-12 implementation. 

Due to ASEAN integration-related 
change in curriculum, the university is 
facing concerns such as changing the 
academic landscape in basic education 
and the college level, adjusting some 
introductory subjects in college that will 
shift to senior highs schools, among others.

The ASEAN Integration will require 
schools in the ASEAN region to 
follow a standard based on scholastic 

capabilities. According to Malayang, if 
a school fails to meet this international 
standard, a graduate’s diploma from 
that school will not be recognized.

“I cannot imagine that we will allow 
that to happen. We need to make sure 
that the curricular content in Silliman is 
not only consistent with law but consistent 
with the standards of professions 
that are all global,” said Malayang.

To meet these changes, Malayang 
said that there’s a challenge in putting 
up a team within the university 
to coordinate responsibilities. 

“[With this,] there is a 
synchronization of the assumptions of 
responsibilities…so that all in all, we 
have the university with many moving 
parts [that] are moving together at a 
drastic challenge,”Malayang added.

Malayang stressed that the 
administration has to trust each other, that all 
of them are “rowing to the same directions.”

Resiliency
The university is conscious in making 

Silliman more resilient to climate 
change, like how container vans are 
used to make buildings that are disaster 
proof and can accommodate evacuees 

continue to page 4...

By Leslie J. Batallones                            

THE  ENVIRONMENTAL JOURNALISM 
class of the College of Mass 
Communication (CMC) led an 
early morning clean-up drive last 
Sept. 12 after observing the smell 
coming out from the coast of Rizal 
Boulevard due to scattered trash.

The group called “SWAT” or 
“Soil, Water, Air, and Trees” Team 
from the CMC is advocating project 
“Lihok Alang sa Maanyag nga 
Boulevard” or LAMBO. They are 
under Dr. Rosario Baseleres, the 
adviser of Environmental Campaign 
or Environmental Journalism 53 class.

“We have heard complaints from the 
people, especially tourists. We observed 
the smell coming out from the sea 
and the [trash] scattered everywhere 
in the boulevard,” said Paulynne 
dela Cruz, member of SWAT Team.

With their cleaning materials, 
about 30 students from different 
college organizations participated 

in the event. These volunteers were 
from the Kapunungan sa mga Mass 
Communicators, Yakap Juan, and 
Silliman University Future Electrical 
Engineers-Institute of Electrical 
Engineers in the Philippines Inc.

“What we did [in the] coastal 
clean-up was to mobilize the society 
[and] to show that to be able to 
reach our goals, each of us much 
show our care and sincerity by not 
throwing trash [anywhere] and 
cleaning our trash,” said Ronelyn 
Faith Vailoces, head of SWAT Team.

Rizal Boulevard, one of Dumaguete’s 
tourist spots, stretches almost 
ten blocks along the shoreline 
of the city. Many joggers, hikers, 
and tourists visit the boulevard.

SWAT, composed of six fourth 
year mass communication students, 
promotes proper garbage disposal 
to preserve the beauty of Rizal 
Boulevard.  The students are Ronelyn 
Faith Vailoces, Paulynne Joyce 

continue to page 4...

By Andrea D. Lim                                      

TO RAISE AWARENESS of the 
negative impacts of plastic bottles, 
a group of six mass communication 
students taking Environmental 
Journalism 53 - Environmental 
Campaigns organized the Bottles 
Out Campaign Symposium 
last Sept. 12 at Silliman Hall.

The group is called the Traning from 
Roots to Enrich the Environment 
(TREE). They organized the 
symposium in an NSTP-CWTS 

By Jameela Antoniette I. Mendoza

IN A PEACE forum last Sept. 14, Sister 
Stella Matutina, human rights activist 
and nun, encouraged Silliman University 
to help Lumad refugees in their struggles.

With the theme “Our Land, 
Our Peace, Our Lives,” the peace 
forum held at Silliman Hall is a 
part of the Peace Week celebration. 

Matutina said that military groups 
continue to harass indigenous 
communities like the Lumads in 
Mindanao to take over their ancestral 
land for mining companies.Paramilitary 
groups organized by the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines (AFP) have been 
using violence and force to drive Lumads 
out of their own lands. The Lumad 
refugees cannot go back to their homes 
in Talaingod, Davao and San Fernando, 
Bukidnon because of death threats. 

Through the forum, Matutina 
explained how the situation 
of indigenous communities in 
Mindanao due to mining is not only 
a social justice and human rights 
issue, but also an environmental issue.

From Oct. 2014 to the present, 
paramilitary groups killed 26 Lumad 
leaders to stop the community from 
settling in the lands. The most recent 
victims were Dionel Campos and 
Datu Sinzo, community leaders, and 
Emerito Samarca, a Lumad school 
director, who were killed last Sept. 1.

There are currently 680 Lumad 
refugees staying at the Haran Mission 
House of the United Church of Christ 
in the Philippines in Davao City 
and 2,800 staying at the Provincial 
Sports Complex in Tandag City. 

She also challenged the youth 
to be aware of what she called an 

‘ethnocide’ or destruction of an 
ethnic group, and an ‘ecocide’ or 
destruction of the natural environment.

In the forum, the documentary 
titled “Pangandoy” was showed to 
inform the attendees how the Lumads 
value schools in their community. 
They  believe that education helps 
them protect and defend their lands  
from being exploited by businesses.

Lumad schools are being threatened by 
the problem of continued harassment by 
AFP troops who insist that the Lumads 
are part of the communist group New 
People’s Army. But according to Sister 
Stella, these troops had no court orders.

“In places where there are minerals 
[and] foreign investments, the military is 
there to secure investments. [The military 
is] protecting the interests of the mining 
companies, they are not protecting these 
[indigenous] people,” said Matutina.

Activist nun calls for help in 
Mindanao mining issue

continue to page 4...

GAME OF PHYSICS. The Silliman University Junior Philippine Physics Society 
holds its Physics Olympics last Sept. 14 at the Physics Department of the 
James W. Chapman Science Complex. PHOTO BY Lucille Jean Raterta



With the advent of the 2016 
elections, politics now come into 
mind. Who to support? Who do 
we trust? These are the questions 
that our generation of voters face. 
We all have the concern for the 
well-being of the country’s future 
in our minds. For us, the only way 
we can truly act on it is with the 
right decision -- to cast the decisive 
vote on the respective candidate in 
the elections. Nowadays, political 
ambition is what feeds most 
campaigns of currently running 
candidates for our local and 
national elections. This ambition, 
depending on how it is used, can 
either be a good or bad thing.

Gone are the days of humble 
candidates ready to stand up for the 
common people, I suppose. With 
our current situation of turmoil 
in the government, revelations 
of corruption even in the highest 
positions of the top brass, gives us 
the image that many, if not most, 
of our present leaders cannot be 

trusted with tax-payer’s money, let 
alone power. Napoles and Binay 
are just two of the many names 
that the Ombdusman are keeping 
a close eye on. It just goes to show 

that in this generation, political 
ambition can be a dangerous play; 
not just for the politician, but for 
all stakeholders. Unfortunately 
for us, we bet our future on those 
candidates who have enough 
money to run for office. Many of 
their campaigns talk about “For 
the people,” or anything that will 
make you believe that they would 
run just for you; but never have 
they ever stated the horrid truth 
that it is all just for them. A façade 
can be created just as easily as it 
can be diminished, and for many 

politicians, facades can be destroyed 
quickly after a decisive victory. 
As what we have learned from 
previous administrations, promises 
of a stable future can be broken. 
So, in times like these, how do we 
sort out the words from actions?

Think critically for a second, 
and tell yourself to choose the 
best candidate through wisdom. 
Set their record straight without 
listening to their carefully designed 
ad boards which are thought out 
to sell the candidate to you. Do 
research from trusted sources. 
Knowledge is key in this race, and 
with our country’s future at stake, 
you really need to know. Finding a 
candidate with a good service record 
might just be a small thing, but a 
single vote might be the difference 
between a stable or unstable 
country. Look past their political 
ambition and find a politician 
that fits your own outlook for a 
stable and prosperous nation.~

People are getting shot in Dumaguete 
lately. One of my co-staff members 
in tWS was a witness to one of the 
shooting incidents in Calindagan. Last 
Sept. 10, my comrade was just two 
buildings away at the back of a person 
when two gun men overtook and 
shot him five times. He wrote about 
the shooting, about the guy getting 
two shots in the head and three on 
the chest. The moment I knew about 
it, I joined him in thanking God for 
preserving his life. The city is still 
generally safe, but not as safe as before.

-------------
If there are people who can attest that 

life’s unfair, that would be journalists.
Calamities, terrorism, corruption, 

death, hunger – these are just some 
themes journalists write about.
It might be easier for some to 
hide the heartbreak due to the 
ugliness they see in reality, but even 
veterans are struggling with coping.

Patricia Evangelista, a known 
Filipino journalist who writes for 
Rappler, was able to compose a 
column on difficulties of writing harsh 
realities after seeing a dead baby inside 
a backpack. She saw the corpse during 
a coverage one afternoon in Tacloban, 
15 days after Yolanda struck the city.

Because the situation in Tacloban 
was very devastating, it took her almost 
three months before she was able to 
write about it.Journalists, according 
to her, are supposed to be “tough 
as nails” and brave, just to deliver 
stories. After all, it’s a job. Informing 
people with the right information 

has always been a huge responsibility; 
one has to stay sane enough to 
achieve it, and that includes not 
giving in to overwhelming emotions.

As a student journalist and someone 
who has experiences in national 
and community print media, I’ve 
seen journalists try to elevate heavy 
and negative feelings towards their 
news beats. Evangelista enumerated 
smoking and sleeping too much on 
her list of coping mechanisms, and 
I believe there are more for others.

I saw desk editors turn to food, 
munching a lot of nuts just to not 
go nuts over an article about a burnt 

slipper factory where skeletons of 
workers hugging the grills were 
all that was left after the fire. I 
saw photojournalists take photos 
of gumamelas after seeing dead, 
molested minors inside an apartment 
in Tondo.I saw correspondents 
stare silently at the traffic even if it’s 
not a pleasant sight just to distract 
them from the bad news for a while.

I saw myself walking around 
the campus on late afternoons 
after attending assemblies and 
interviewing students about 
harassment and intimidation cases to 
let fresh air inside rather than rage. 
I saw my co-staff members resort to 

listening to upbeat songs, getting a 
haircut, and praying to the “god of 
publications” to finish articles despite 
how exhausting coverages were.

Some can’t handle the impact of 
coverages enough to stay on the job, 
though. Kevin Carter, a photographer 
who won a Pulitzer Prize, committed 
suicide after taking a photo of a 
starving little girl being preyed upon 
by a vulture in South Sudan, Africa. 
Because of malnutrition, the girl was 
struggling to pick food from a UN 
plane. The photo got published in 
New York Times in 1993, and the 
staff  knew they couldn’t do anything 
but to do coverage because it’s a rule 
there to not touch famine victims 
in order not to acquire diseases.

But if there are people who 
can attest that there’s still 
hope, that would be journalists.

Purpose overpowers negativity. 
Journalists stay as journalists because 
they know stories are worth toiling 
for as they remind themselves on their 
crucial social roles: to make people 
care for things that truly matter, to 
make people question injustice, to 
make people fight for their rights, 
among others. Sadness and anger 
over a Philippine or campus issue 
is necessary to achieve a kind of 
writing that empowers people and 
instill hope that all problems have 
solutions.After all, the voiceless still 
have to realize that they have a voice. 
Good stories still exist, waiting to be 
told. And these, in order to be shared 
to others, require staying alive.~
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“What are your thoughts on Duterte not running for 
president in the 2016 Presidential Election?”

“Given the right socio-political circumstances, Mayor Rodrigo Duterte would make a fine 
president. His quasi-dictatorial strategy on governance is reminiscent to that of the late 
Singaporean founding father, Lee Kuan Yew, in the mid to late 1960’s when Singapore gained 
its independence from Malaysia. It was imperative for then Prime Minister Lee to restrict 
certain rights and freedoms in order to prevent politics from hampering economic and social 
development. However, the Philippines has not emerged from an apocalyptic socio-political 
revolution that would require such drastic methods of governance. Moreover, his style of 
leadership might only result to the polarization of different sectors of society. He knows he can’t 
win under the current circumstances. The exposes of corruption right now are signs that the 
democratic process still works. Let’s hope he (or someone like him) will be around to pick the 
country up from the ashes; should we go through a period of extreme instability.” 
Richard Angelo Tiu, Bachelor of Arts Major in History- IV

“Nothing is over until the deadline for candidacy is over, we’ll never know Duterte’s strategy” 
Ijherafel B. Yusoph, BSED-MAPEH- IV

“I agree with him about not running for president. The Philippines is not ready for his style of 
governance. It may be good for a city like Davao but it’s going to be too hard to impose whatever 
he does to the whole country.” 
Vaughn Teves Vicente, IV Bachelor of Business Administration Major in Management-IV

“Without Daddy Duterte, the 2016 presidential election will be the same old story.” 
Rena Mae D. Melocoton, Law- II

“Duterte’s decision not to run for the 2016 election is a sad thing for me because I was really 
hoping that he would. I see him as a leader that could unite Filipinos and make our country strong 
and great. His leadership and character as a brave disciplinarian qualifies him in leading this 
country towards a brighter future. But maybe he has other personal plans and reasons to why he 
won’t push through. We’ll see.” 
Jeb Bacang, Bachelor of Arts Major in Political Science- IV

Next issue’s Question:

“After the recent shootings in the city, do you think Dumaguete is still safe?”
For your answers, just text the Circulation Manager (09361049544).  indicate your full name (with 

middle initial), course and year. Black Cheese

Benhur David T. Cemini

Bringing dead 
Lines to Life

Andrea D. Lim

At this point, it can now be told: in 
the history book Silliman University: 
1901-1976 , published in 1977 when 
Martial Law was still in place, the 
chapter on Martial Law glossed 
over the behind-the-scenes political 
maneuverings that put Silliman in the 
black list of subversive universities. 

There is no documentary evidence but 
Sillimanians knew by word of mouth 
that the reason many Silliman officials 
were on the list of people not allowed to 
leave the country at the time was noted 
writer Kerima Polotan Tuvera, who had 
an axe to grind against the University 
administration. She was the wife of 
Juan C. Tuvera, one of the secretaries 
and confidant of former President 
Ferdinand E. Marcos. Education 
Undersecretary Narciso Albarracin 
was their hatchet man in Silliman.  

Dr. Udarbe sought the help of Dr. 
Josefa M. Ilano, the chairman of the 
Board, and former Senator Lorenzo M. 
Teves, vice chairman; both loyal Silliman 
alumni who had important contacts in 
government.  On the shoulders of these 
last three people rested mainly the task 
of drumming up support for Silliman 
among key government officials.

Dr. Udarbe went to see Dr. Juan 
L. Manuel, Secretary of Education 
and Culture.  Dr. Manuel has an 
honorary doctorate in education from 
Silliman University and was once 
superintendent in Negros Oriental.  So 
he knew Silliman University very well 
and he received Dr. Udarbe warmly.  
He assured Dr. Udarbe that Silliman 
University would be reopened soon.  
The military had cleared Silliman and 
had given assurance that the University 
would be allowed to reopen shortly.

Dr. Ilano and former Senator 
Teves, meanwhile, were making their 
own contacts.  Senator Teves was 
more gloomy.  He reported that his 
contacts were not optimistic about the 
reopening of Silliman. The Trustees 
came down to Dumaguete one by one 
in a grim mood, despite the information 
from Secretary Manuel that Dr. 
Udarbe shared with them in Manila.

On the day that the Board was 
supposed to meet in Dumaguete, 
Oct. 23, 1972, however, Silliman was 
authorized to reopen, as Secretary 
Manuel had promised.  It was in the 
papers the next day. The Board of 
Trustees meeting that was scheduled 
that day became to all purposes 
academic, but they met anyway to 
reassess the Silliman predicament.

It was learned later that the most 
urgent matters discussed that Oct. 23 
were two conditions for the reopening of 
Silliman: the presence of a government 
“overseer” for the University, in the 
person of Dr. Narciso Albarracin, 
Undersecretary of Education and 
Culture; and the resignation of all 
administrators, faculty and staff.

The Trustees agreed to meet again 
the following week in Manila to 
discuss the latest developments.  On 
the afternoon after the Trustees left, 
Undersecretary of Education and 
Culture Albarracin came and asked Dr. 
Udarbe to gather the faculty and staff 
for important announcements from 
him.  It was perhaps the best-attended 
faculty-staff meeting in Silliman in 
recent history.  Practically everybody 
was there, on the edge of his seat at 
the Engineering Auditorium, waiting 
for what Dr. Albarracin had to say.

The Education Undersecretary told 
the Silliman faculty and staff that he 
had come with special instructions from 

President Marcos himself to ‘supervise’ 
the reopening of classes at Silliman.

On a later visit with the acting 
president, Dr. Albarracin insisted 
that the condition for the reopening 
of Silliman had not been fulfilled 
yet, and that was the resignation of 
everybody: administrators, faculty 
and staff.  Dr. Udarbe hemmed and 
hawed.  That was the first time he had 
heard of such condition being imposed.

Undersecretary Albarracin left the 
acting president in a quandary.  How 
could Dr. Udarbe tell the faculty and 
staff to give up their jobs and still 
sleep well in the next few days?  The 
acting president tried to delay the 
inevitable.  He fired off a telegram 
to Dr. Ilano asking her to make 
representations with Secretary Manuel 
to recall the resignation requirement.

Before Dr. Ilano and Dr. Udarbe 
could do anything more, however, Dr. 
Albarracin was back on campus to 
follow up on what he had told the acting 
president.  Dr. Udarbe said he had 

asked the top administration—in the 
Cabinet and the Deans Conference—
to submit their resignation, but not 
the faculty and staff.  Dr. Albarracin 
replied that that was not enough.

When Dr. Albarracin left after this 
second visit, Dr. Udarbe was left with no 
choice.  At a meeting of faculty and staff, 
with the PC Provincial Commander 
Lt. Col. Noli V. Santua as witness, he 
dropped the bombshell as softly as 
he could.  When the bomb fell, there 
was deathly hush among the audience.

It was probably the blackest day 
in Silliman in those early days of 
martial law.  People started looking 
for other jobs. Some had already 

gone farming and fishing.  But 
most did not know what to do.

Meanwhile, Trustee Teves came 
down posthaste to Silliman from 
Manila to inform the acting president 
of his meeting with Secretary Manuel 
regarding the resignations.  At a 
meeting with the members of the 
Cabinet and the Deans, Mr. Teves 
said that Secretary Manuel’s stand was 
clear to the effect that the resignation 
of faculty and staff was not required 
for the reopening of Silliman.  Only 
the courtesy resignations of the top 
administrators, the Deans Conference, 
and the Cabinet were expected. On 
the strength of Mr. Teves’ word, Dr. 
Udarbe countermanded his resignation 
order to faculty and staff and people 
heaved a collective sigh of relief.

Conditions for Reopening
At the special meeting of the Board 

on October 27, 1972 in Makati, 
Rizal, Dr. Ilano was able to report 
to the members who were absent 
at the October 23 meeting that 

Silliman University had been finally 
reopened subject to government 
guidelines and requirements to wit:
(1) The resignations of all 
members of the University Cabinet and 
deans and directors, which had been 
accomplished.
(2) The fencing of the entire 
university campus, which cost Php 
21,000 when finished.
(3) The designation of Dr. 
Narciso Albarracin, Undersecretary of 
Education and Culture, as “overseer” 
of Silliman University.  Dr. Albarracin 
had already visited Silliman University 
to announce to the faculty and staff his 
appointment by the Department of 

Education and Culture.
(4) The wearing of identification 
cards by students, faculty and staff of 
Siliiman University which were to be 
checked by security guards at the gates 
just put up.
(5) The requirement of PC 
clearance before admission for all 
students who were involved in student 
activism before martial law.

Dr. Ilano added that the 
University had hired five more 
security guards in order to be able 
to carry out all the new security 
regulations suggested by the military.

Silliman University was sporting a 
“new look” when the students came back 
for the remainder of the unfinished first 
semester of the school year 1972-73.

For one thing, the hollow block 
and wire fences had been put up.  It 
was a strange sight to Sillimanians, 
although it was nothing new to 
students of many Manila schools.  To 
most of the students, faculty and staff, 
this most visible symbol of the new 

restrictions was not only a physical 
but also a psychological straitjacket.

And then, there were the 
identification cards with the owners’ 
pictures on them which everybody had 
to wear to pass through the gates now 
manned by uniformed security guards 
who proved zealous in the performance 
of their new duties.  The identification 
cards became new sources of irritants 
between the students and the 
security guards: the students would 
forget them and the guards would 
demand them. The identification 
card, however, had become another 
symbol of the times—a nuisance to 
some, but a security blanket to others.

The students were more docile and 
the teachers more subdued.  Gone were 
the demonstrations and sloganeering 
of the pre-martial law days.  The 
teachers were unsure about what and 
how to teach in some areas, especially 
in the social sciences—political 
science, sociology, law, and journalism.  

They had a few guidelines to 
follow, issued by the Department of 
Education and Culture, which could 
be summarized as follows:  Do not 
incite people to rebellion, do not 
undermine the people’s confidence in 
the government and its officials, and do 
not downgrade the military.  Outside of 
these restrictions you were free.  For a 
while, things went on smoothly, in and 
out of the classroom.  Everyone was on 
their toes, discussing lessons in guarded 
tones and well-selected sentences.

Clearing of Silliman
In an effort to clear the air of 

uncertainty, the Board of Trustees 
arranged for a meeting with Dr. 
Albarracin in Manila on November 
13, 1972.  At the meeting, the 
Education Undersecretary reported 
that according to his findings, the 
University “is proceeding fine and 
what is suspected to be subversion 
is not serious to warrant any 
apprehension” on the part of the Board.

Dr. Albarracin also agreed at 
the Nov. 13 meeting, in reply to a 
question, that there was no more 
need to have the faculty and staff 
tender their resignations since 
Education Secretary Manuel himself 
had said so to former Senator Teves.

Dr. Albarracin had given his 
blessing to Silliman University 
at that Nov. 13 meeting and the 
administration moved quickly to 
make the unofficial endorsement 
official and public in order, to quote 
Dr. Udarbe, to “wipe out the lingering 
problem with respect to its image.”

__________
E.K. Tiempo, C.C. Maslog 

and T. V. Sitoy. 1977. Silliman 
University 1901-1976, pp. 198-210.

Now It Can Be Told: Silliman Under Martial Law
By Crispin C. Maslog*Many Filipinos may be unaware of the displacement happening to 

the indigenous peoples in Southern Mindanao called ‘Lumads.’ 
Paramilitary groups organized by the Armed Forces of the 

Philippines threatened the lives of Lumads as they lead the killings of Lumad 
leaders so that mining companies can take over the Lumad ancestral lands. 

The Lumads are native tribes that have lived in the forests and mountains of 
Mindanao for years, but because of the continued violence that drives them out of their 
homes, many Lumads became displaced and sought refuge to other areas in Mindanao. 

Local news agencies reported an incident last July 23 when Davao City 
police went to the Haran Mission House of the United Church of Christ 
in the Philippines (UCCP) to demolish the refugee camp made by the 
Lumads, which then ensued to a clash between the police and the refugees.

It was discovered that there were about 700 refugees from Talaingod, 
Davao and San Fernando, Bukidnon staying at the camp. As of now, 
there are still 680 Lumad refugees at the Haran Mission House while 
2,800 of them are at the Provincial Sports Complex in Tandag City. 

A week after learning about 
the UCCP Haran incident, even 
Silliman University President Dr. 
Ben Malayang III called for help 
on the problem of the Lumads in a press release issued last July 29.

Last Sept. 14, Sister Stella Matutina, a Benedictine nun who fights 
for the rights and welfare of indigenous people, visited SU to share the 
story and struggles of the Lumads in Mindanao in a peace forum with 
the theme “Our Land, Our Peace, Our Minds” at the Silliman Hall.

Matutina, who vowed to “continue to fight for the protection of our land” as long 
as she lived, wants the youth to be aware of the Lumad killings and displacement 
because with awareness, each of us can discover what we can do about the issue.

Last Sept. 10, singer-songwriter Aiza Seguerra also brought 
up the Lumads in social media when he said that the Lumad 
killings were “not getting enough attention from Filipinos.”

The Lumad displacement in Mindanao to make way for large scale industries 
such as mining is more than just an issue within indigenous communities. 
Communities are divided, lands are monopolized, the environment is 
being destroyed, defenders of justice are killed, people are being deprived 
of their rights, and yet the government is letting all these things happen.

The Weekly Sillimanian believes that the oppression of indigenous peoples and 
destruction of our lands must not continue.  Also, before solutions for problems 
are started, Filipinos must first be aware of issues like this that plague our country.

Addressing serious problems becomes difficult when the government lets the issue 
be invisible, which is why as responsible citizens who care about our fellow Filipinos, 
we must take the initiative in educating ourselves with the troubles of our nation.

Recognizing that there is a problem is the first step in solving it. We 
may not have the power to instantly bring back the safety and peace of the 
Lumads, but knowing that they need homes is a good place to start.~

editorial

Know Own Issues
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SYRIA CONFLICT. Audrey Quinn, who wrote a comic about the Syrian conflict, said that wars are complex and that “they come out of nowhere and all of a sudden.” Here 
are some of the facts that explain why the headlines are full of heartrending stories of refugees trying to get away from the deadly conflict.  

How it began. 
Since 2006 to 2011, a record drought in Syria devastated the 
agricultural lands, causing an outpour of unemployed rural residents 
into urban areas. The Assad family has held power in Syria as one of 
the most oppressive regimes in the Middle East for forty years. First, 
it was Hafez al-Assad—then Bashar al-Assad—who imprisoned, 
tortured, and even killed those who spoke out against him. The family 
is not religiously extreme. They are Alawites: a relatively obscure 
branch of Islam, which is not particularly strict to religion. In reality, 
the people have not been protesting against militant Islamists just 
like in other countries which participated in the Arab Spring uprisings. 
People started protesting against their government because of the 
failure of long-promised economic and political reforms.

Compiled by: Nurilyn Elli via   http://www.sickchirpse.com/syrian-conflict-comic-book/; http://www.news.com.au/world/simple-points-to-help-you-understand-the-syria-conflict/story-fndir2ev-1226705155146
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but this can only be achieved when the 
university’s financial needs are improved.

According to Malayang, 33 percent of 
the college income from college enrolment 
will be lost in 2016 because there will 
be no incoming first year students. By 
2017, 53 percent of income will be lost. 

The university is eyeing more support 
from funding agencies within and 
outside the Philippines because of the 
revenue loss from students.  The tuition 
and fees from students make up 75 
percent of the total education services 
costs that SU delivers to the students. 

“We must be aggressive in 
making sure that we earn more from 
subsidiary income rather than revenues 
from the students,” Malayang said. 

The president said that SU is ‘aggressive’ 
on enterprises, generating income from 
rentals, bank and fast food chain leases, 
Portal East, and Portal West to sustain the 
financial risks of K-12 in the next years. 

Another measure to have 
funding is to develop more friends 
and facilities of the university.

Malayang said that the university 
is developing new sets of course in 
the School of Agro-Industrial and 
Technical Education, and certificate 
programs for non-high school 
graduates and the working class. 

Faculty members can also gain 
extra income from consultation 
services for government agencies. 
There are already colleges in the 
university that are doing this measure. 

Meanwhile, the president clarifies that 
the university is not relying on international 
student recruitment to have revenues. 

“Silliman attracts international students 
in a very limited scale to make sure that 
Filipino students are also exposed to the 
culture other than ours,” said Malayang. 

International students pay the same 
amount being paid by Filipino students, 
unlike other schools where they pay 
dollars. They only pay extra for processing 
their international student status. 

Malayang added that the measures 
they are mapping are preparations 
not just for 2016, but for 2022.~

despite strong winds and storms.
After changes in the educational 

system because of K-12, Malayang also 
said the administration is ensuring that 
they “do not lose the fundamentals” of 
Silliman in being a Christian institution.

Malayang encourages students to be 
receptive in creating future jobs after leaving 
the halls of Silliman. He wants Sillimanians 
to be the best person they can be. 

“[Many schools] teach you to be the 
best engineer, the best nurse, or the best 
lawyer but in Silliman, we want [you 
to be] the best person; the best person 
who is a doctor, the best person who 
is a lawyer. You know where we do 
that? We do that in the totality in your 
campus experience,” said Malayang.

Dependent Leadership 
The Board of Trustees (BOT) 

extended Malayang’s term from June 
1, 2016 to May 31, 2018. He assumed 

office on June 1, 2006 for a term of five 
years. In 2010, the BOT unanimously 
granted him a second term of five years. 

On what kind of leadership he 
has, Malayang said it is ‘dependent.’

“I am dependent to a lot of other 
people here. I’m just doing my job 
as other people do except that there 
are different levels,” Malayang added.

Malayang said that leadership 
is always a “network of people.”

“Some people think of it as high, 
medium, and low. I would rather look at 
it as part of circle, because the deans [will 
provide] leadership for their teachers and 
the teachers [will provide] leadership to 
their janitors and clerks,” said Malayang.

All the planning for K-12 is part of 
Malayang’s responsibility to ensure that 
by 2018, there will be a new president 
that will move the university forward 
instead of staying stagnant by solving the 

problems of the previous administration.
“I benefited from all the efforts of Dr. 

Pulido from his ten years as our [university] 
president,” Malayang said. He benefited 
from the efforts of the past administration, 
which is why he ensures that the next 
president will have the same experience. 

According to Malayang, Dr. Agustin 
Pulido was the one who executed the 
university’s “aggressive accreditation 
system,” the one who stabilized the 
many programs in the university, and 
improved and expanded Silliman’s 
relations with its alumni and other friends.

Meanwhile, when asked about 
another extension, he that he “cannot 
and will not accept a third term.”

“I cannot and will not accept a third 
term. For me, two terms of five years 
is already long. This university deserves 
new leaderships,” said Malayang.~

In the documentary, Salugpongan 
Basic Education Principal Ronnie 
Garcia also said that military troops are 
in areas in Southern Mindanao to give 
way to the approved mining projects.

“Militarization is the machinery 
used so that land monopoly is 
maintained and people are maintained 
as landless people. Is that what 
you call peace?” added Matutina.

Aside from mining, Matutina said that 
monocropping and monoplantation in 
Mindanao by multinational companies 
are destructive to the environment 
and the lives of Lumad communities.

Moncropping and monoplantation 
are techniques in agriculture wherein only 
one type of crop or plant is grown on the 
same land for years. This includes using 
pesticides and other chemicals to stop 

other crops from growing on that land.
“[Companies] don’t respect indigenous 

people’s land because there is a greed for 
profit and money,” said Sister Stella.

“We want Silliman to partner with 
us,” said Matutina as she appealed 
to Silliman University to help in 
the third Manilakbayan event, an 
annual movement that aims to spread 
awareness on the human rights 
violations in Mindanao by asking 
the government to stop the killings.

Matutina said that Sillimanians could 
participate in any way they could think 
of. She also encouraged Sillimanians 
to remind the university president Dr. 
Ben Malayang III of his idea to call on 
the UN for help regarding the violation 
of the indigenous people’s rights.

A signature campaign by students, 

teachers, administrators, and civil society 
leaders in Negros Oriental to petition 
for the national government to address 
the violence inflicted on indigenous 
people or Lumads in Mindanao 
was also launched during the forum.

Having witnessed the suffering 
of Lumads or the indigenous tribes 
in Mindanao, Matutina vowed to 
spend her life fighting until Lumads 
can live peacefully in their land. The 
Benedictine nun is set to receive the 
2015 Global Human Rights Award 
on Dec. 10 in Weimar City, Germany.

The peace forum was organized 
by the Justice and Peace Center, 350.
Org, and the Philippine Ecumenical 
Peace Platform in partnership with the 
Divinity School Students Association.~

delaCuz, Sheena Mae Diongco, Kirsty 
Louise Balansag, Gian Dominic 
Pantejo, and Winona Jane Agir. 

“We do this campaign to encourage 
people and let them think of the 
environment, not just themselves. Our 
aim is behavioral change among the 
people, and we can’t achieve it if we won’t 
start within ourselves,” said dela Cruz.  

Dela Cruz added that their 
group faced financial challenges 

because the sponsors they tapped 
have not yet confirmed to sponsor 
their project, so they had to use 
their own money for the expenses. 

The City Environment and Natural 
Resources Office (CENRO) supported 
the clean-up drive. The class is planning 
to submit a campaign proposal to 
CENRO, the city tourism office, and 
city government to sustain LAMBO. ~

By Jann Viansee O. Cardenas

SILLIMANIANS PARTICIPATED 
IN Ferris University’s Global and 
Intercultural Studies Program by being 
a “Silliman Buddy” or a guide to the 12 
service-learners hosted by the Institute of 
Service Learning of Silliman University.

Global and Intercultural Studies 
Program is a program of Ferris University 
in Yokohama, Japan where students 
from Ferris University visit different 
countries and study different cultures. 

Sillimanians can participate by becoming 
a “Silliman Buddy” who serves as a translator 
and cultural guide to international students.

According to Asst. Prof. Deborah 
Mae Salem, director of the Institute of 
Service Learning, the program is the 
longest running international engagement 
of the Institute of Service Learning.

“The Global and Intercultural Studies 
Program has been going on for a long 
time. Even before the Service Learning 

Center, Ferris University has already been 
partnering [with the university]. It started 
more than 10 years ago,” Salem said. 

The Institute of Service Learning 
has a certificate program in Service 
Learning. Students who are interested 
to become a buddy are also trained.

The students also did a lot of 
interviewing since they were trying 
to come up with a paper about what 
they want to study under the program.

“They also interviewed a lot of teachers 
and administrators in Silliman and around 
the city since they were trying to come up 
with a paper about their study,” Salem said.

Salem also said that programs, 
such as the Global and Intercultural 
Studies Program, develop closer ties 
between Silliman and other universities.

However, Silliman is not yet able to 
send students there the same way Ferris 
University does because it is “difficult 
and expensive,” but they are hoping that 
there will be a possibility someday.~

SU hosts Japanese service-
learners with ‘student buddies’

Su hosts...

Activist nun... from page 1

Civilians in action. 
Due to dissatisfaction, a group of teenage boys from an 
overcrowded city called Daraa painted anti-regime graffiti. 
Local secret police killed some teenagers in detention, and 
this led to public protests which spread following the path 
of drought around Syria from Daraa to al-Qamishli. The 
rebellion grew bigger and stronger. According to Rodger 
Shanahan, former peacekeeper in Syria and non-resident 
Fellow at the Lowy Institute for International Policy, “local 
areas formed their own militias with the aim of toppling 
the government without any co-ordination or centralised 
command or control.” From then on, civilians were killed 
and civilian casualties took place.

The media explosion. 
It started with a body of a three-year-old Syrian child Aylan 
Kurdi that was found washed ashore on a Turkish beach after 
he and his family drowned while taking a small timeworn boat 
to reach Greece to escape the massive conflict. Pictures and 
videos of Aylan’s lifeless body reverberated over social media 
in Turkey and then the rest of the world. These were posted 
by outraged observers, rights activists, and reporters who 
suggested that the images have to be seen since they could 
“act as a catalyst for the international community to finally halt 
the war in Syria (The New York Times)”.

MANAGEMENT TRAINING. Dormitory managers undergo activities and lectures 
during the Student Housing and Residence Division Forum Series: Consultation & 
Capacity Building last Sept. 14 at the Oriental Hall. PHOTO BY Lucille Jean Raterta

session to reach out to the freshmen.
The TREE members are Kateleen 
Ogabang, Alana Gayle McCulloch, 
Richelle Osumo, Santia Onnycha 
Ursabia, and Lovelein Catubay. TREE 
also aims to reduce the use of plastic 
bottles in Silliman University (SU).

The speakers were Armand 
Adanza, coordinator of the Integrated 
Solid Waste Management Program 
of Environmental and Natural 
Resources Office (ENRO); Edwin 
Romano Jr., chair of the Negros 
Oriental State University chemistry 
department; and Ra’z Salvarita, 
founder of the Gugma Gaia.

Adanza talked about existing 
programs in the city on solid waste 
management. He believes that managing 
plastic bottles, like plastic bags, is one of 
the main problems of Dumaguete City.

“The problem with Dumagueteños 
is that they don’t segregate their wastes, 
making it hard for the city government 
to manage solid waste,” he said.

Some of the local initiatives of 
ENRO are reducing the volume of 
garbage waste in Dumaguete from 
60 tons to 30 tons, implementing 
strictly the Integrated Solid Waste 
Management of Dumaguete City or 
City Ordinance No. 115, among others.

The ordinance requires the 
segregation of solid waste into 
biodegradable, non-biodegradable, 
and toxic and hazardous wastes.

Adanza, also an SU alumnus, 
added that he knows Sillimanians 
are environment lovers.

Meanwhile, Romano spoke on the 
effects of water bottles in the human body.

He   said  that  plastic  

bottles  usually  belongs to the 
polyethylene terephthalate  (PETE)

family of plastics.
“PETE is also used in soda 

cans. It is an endocrine disruptor, 
affecting the hormones in your 
body like estrogen and other 
reproductive hormones,” Romano said.

Salvarita, the 3rd speaker, shared 
in his lecture titled “Junk to Funk” 
that there are 2.6 trillion garbage in 
the world, and reducing it is in the 
matter of attitude of people towards it.

“I think that if we have the desire 
to change our attitude of throwing 
everything after using these, then to make 
a difference is possible,” Salvarita said.

He added that society has to 
transform the materials they 
use to something creative and 
useful than throw them away.~

Mass com students... from page 1

http://www.news.com.au/world/simple-points-to-help-you-understand-the-syria-conflict/story-fndir2ev-1226705155146
http://www.britannica.com/science/polyethylene-terephthalate
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