
STORYTELLING. Filipino actress Angel Aquino teaches elementary students the value of respecting others and the environment through storytelling during the opening of the 4th Learning Resource Expo’s 21st Annual Book Fair last 
Nov. 9 at the SU Library. PHOTO BY Lucille Jean Raterta
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PRIDE. Students and teachers perform a song, dance and poem interpretation in 
“#WinLove: Breaking Barriers an Ultra Fusion of Art in Celebration of the 21st SU Annual 
Book Fair and the 4th Learning Resource Exposition (LREX)” last Nov.12 at the Silliman 
University Library.  PHOTO BY Babe Jocelie Isaga
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By Leslie J. Batallones                               

FRISBEE PLAYERS WHO used 
to practice in the west quadrangle 
are transferred to the Ravello 
field and Cimafranca ballfield.

The Negros Oriental Ultimate 
Players Association (NOUPA) was 
advised by the BG to move to the west 
quadrangle after asking for a permit 
last semester. Despite the decision 
of the BG, the association still sent 
series of request to use the area. 

NOUPA President Jazper Favor 
said that the ultimate players 
consider the west quadrangle as ‘the 
center of the ultimate in Negros 
Oriental and Silliman University. 

Meanwhile, Buildings and 
Grounds (BG) Superintendent 
Engr. Edgar Ygnalaga clarified 
that the university promotes sports, 
but “in the proper place or field.”

He also said in an interview 
that they allowed students and 
alumni to play Ultimate Frisbee, 
but the players need to follow 
the protocols of the university.  

Ygnalaga explained that since last 
year, they received complaints from 
students and faculty who passed by 
the Amphitheatre that the players 
were saying ‘bad words.’ He added 
that car owners who parked near the 
west quadrangle also complained. 

As a response, the association made 
a letter attached to their permit. 
On the letter, they stated that they 
will pay any dam they will commit 
during their games and practices. 

According to Favor, they also 
talked to the students and car owners 
and arrange with them for any 
damage. The team, however, stopped 
playing in the area because the 
grasses needed to grow, the players 
had to transfer to the Ravello field.  

“We try to push through with our 
request because the west quadrangle 
is a highlight area in Silliman 
where people know where the 
ultimate is being played,” Favor said.

On security reasons, Ygnalaga 
said that guards cannot control the 
outsiders who are also Frisbee players. 
He also said that some of the gumamela 

plants were destroyed, affecting 
the landscape of the university. 

“Our quadrangle is not intended for 
sports because it’s a landscape. We need 
to protect our landscape because we 
spend money for it and it’s a frontline 
of the university,” Ygnalaga said. 

Ygnalaga stressed that the players 
are not banned, but there will be 
changes as the university wants 
to promote sports properly. He 
said both the Ravello Field and 
Cimafranca Ballfield are free to be 
used for playing sports. The players 
need to arrange the schedule of 
practice in the PE department 
since there are already several 
Frisbee teams using these fields. 

Favor said that their association 
made a policy that upholds 
discipline and accountability 
within the organization. 

He explained that outsiders 
are guest players of ultimate and 
they willingly follow the rules 
of the university. He added that 
players are also concerned with the 

BG clarifies Frisbee players’ move from West quad

By Paulynne Joyce R. dela Cruz 
and Rhobie A. Ruaya                                              

TO IMPROVE SILLIMAN 
UNIVERSITY (SU), buildings 
around the campus are under 
renovation and construction 
under the leadership of 
Buildings and Grounds (BG).

The renovated and constructed 
buildings are Mariano Lao 
Activity Center, Nutrition and 
Dietetics (ND) container van 
classrooms, SU Hall, Portal East, 
and the Business and Finance 
Office.

BG Superintendent Engr. Edgar 
Ygnalaga said that the Business 
Office is now being renovated to 
a design that will accommodate 
parents and students who will 
process their financial accounts 
inside the building.

“It will now look as if you are 
inside a bank,” added Ygnalaga.

Guy Hall will also be renovated 
to a conference center with 
classrooms in preparation for 

K-12.
Ygnalaga added that they will 

renovate only the interior of Guy 
Hall, because it was declared as a 
historical building.

The Business and Finance 
Office renovations are targeted 
to be finished by the end of the 
second semester, while Guy Hall 
will be finished before the start 
of the next school year.

Container vans
Meanwhile,  Ygnalaga assured 

that the classrooms made out of 
container vans or the second floor 
extension at the ND Department 
is “safe for any calamity.” 

The extension  started its 
construction last April 2013 and 
was finished last 2014.

Ygnalaga said that before 
the building started, it all first 
underwent a structural analysis 
to ensure its durability. He added 
that the design was done in 2007 
and the second floor is lighter 
compared to concrete because the 

SU improves buildings and facilities

By Paulynne Joyce R. dela Cruz           

TO HELP LESSEN the problem 
of hunger, malnutrition, and food 
waste, Food Rescue ASEAN, 
one of the projects that won in 
the Young South East Asian 
Leaders Initiative (YSEALI) 
Seeds for the Future Grants is 
brought to Dumaguete City.

Initiated by Mac Florendo, 
YSEALI member and a senior 
mass communication student in 
Silliman University, Food Rescue 
ASEAN started operating last 
September 2015 in Dumaguete 
City. His project won in YSEALI 
Seeds, a competition for young 
leaders from Southeast Asian 
nations that gives funds to carry 
out projects that improve their 
communities and countries.

The project ‘rescues’ food, 
especially excess food in the 
market, and distribute it to 
homeless and low-income 
individuals. If the food is 
cooked, project volunteers give 
it to the poor on the streets.

Volunteers also use zero-

Food Rescue 
ASEAN starts 

operation in Dgte
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By Ray Chen S. Bahinting                        

THE APPS INCUBATION 
and Development Laboratory of 
Silliman University or “Apps Lab” 
opened last Oct. 27 at the Uytengsu 
Computer Center. It is among the 
first Apps Lab in the Philippines.

Equipped with 31 iMacs and 
31 iPads, Apps Lab was built 
in cooperation with Uytengsu 
Foundation and Apple Inc.

Unlike usual computer 
laboratories, the Apps Lab 
encourages students to create 
and develop mobile applications.

According to Dave Marcial, 
dean of the College of Computer 
Studies (CCS), students must 
“basically have an innovative idea” 
in order to develop and create a 
mobile application in the Apps Lab.

Marcial, also the coordinator 
of the laboratory, said that 
students “must have the critical 

thinking and the passion to 
develop” for them to innovate.

He also said that students 
can use the laboratory anytime, 
as long as they follow certain 
protocols and guidelines.

“[Apps Lab] is not just for 
the Silliman community, but to 
everyone...a student, a professional, 
an app developer, or a faculty 
[member],” Marcial clarifies.

Marcial added that they have 
sent invitations to schools around 
Dumaguete and Negros Oriental 
to make use of the laboratory, 
but no school has responded yet.

“Initially, I have received words 
of interest from startup developers. 
They are programmers who are 
new to development and don’t 
have enough machines like the 
Apple laboratory,” said Marcial.

Marcial also said that the Apps 
Lab is for mobile application 

Computer lab opens for future 
app developers

By Ray Chen S. Bahinting                                        

THE GRADUATE STUDENTS 
ORGANIZATION of Silliman 
University held a lecture series last 
Nov. 9 at the Silliman University 
Library American Studies 
Resource Center with the theme 
“Borderless Library: Embracing 
Diversity of Knowledge and 
Perspectives in the ASEAN.”

The lecturers were part of 
the Silliman University Library 

Learning Resource Exposition 
or LRex-Silliman. The event 
highlights traditional and modern 
learning resources that interface 
language, music, and the arts. 

On comic books and graphic 
novels

Steven Joseph Credo, Master of 
Arts in English, talked about “Comic 
Books and Graphic Novels: How 
they will become an effective tool 
in teaching orals in today’s society.”

Graduate students lecture on 
learning development



“Hey! I found something” is probably the 
most provoking statement an OFW or a 
good Filipino citizen would hear from the 
NAIA inspectors. Recently, the “tanim-
bala” scam has been the talk of print, mass, 
and social media just days after it gained 
popularity from angered citizens. Just 
imagine thousands of people going in and 
out of the airport unaware of this scam. 
Would that be the worst nightmare ever? 
Let’s say you’re going to the United States 
for the holidays. You’re probably thinking 
about snow and the very cold weather, 
selfies in famous landmarks, and the likes. 
Unfortunately, the officer halts you from 
your imagination and tells you that a “ghost 
bullet” suddenly appears in NAIA’s high 
definition and state of the art X-ray scanner. 
Just imagine that scene. What would you 
do if you were caught in that situation?

Indeed, the tanim-bala enraged many 
Filipinos. This scam only shows that 
the law—which was supposed to be the 
binding force of the society in determining 
right over wrong—is vulnerable to the 
corrupt. This simple scam showed that 
the law was used in favor of the corrupt 
to perform fraudulent acts. Republic Act 
10591, known as the “Comprehensive 
Firearms and Ammunition Regulation 
Act,” stated in Article 1 Section 2, “…the 
State shall provide for a comprehensive 
law regulating the ownership, possession, 
carrying, manufacture, dealing in and 
importation of firearms, ammunition, 
or parts thereof, in order to provide legal 
support to law enforcement agencies in 
their campaign against crime, stop the 
proliferation of illegal firearms or weapons 
and the illegal manufacture of firearms 
or weapons, ammunition and parts 
thereof.” This statement concludes that it 

is really unlawful to possess firearms and 
ammunition without further compliance 
with the requirements of RA 10591 
particularly in Article II of the said act. 

The tanim-bala scam poses a question 
to us. Is the law properly implemented? 
Legislators make laws to maintain stability 
in this country. However, the law enforcers 
lack the balls to handle law enforcement. 
Miriam Defensor-Santiago said in a 
statement that the tanim-bala proved how 
corruption overcame law enforcement. 
The problem is just in front of us. Why 
would a person bring a bullet without a 
gun? How come the mastermind of this 
scam forgot that? And for the record, only 
a few bullets were found in every victim. It 
is very self-explanatory. Without a gun, a 

bullet is useless unless if that person wants 
to throw bullets instead of stones for self-
defense. It is very obvious that the tanim-
bala scam incriminates the law enforcers 
and the employees of NAIA for planting 
bullets in people’s bags. This is a loud knock 
to the heads of masterminds of this scam. 
A bullet can’t kill a person without a gun; 
unless you possess the power of Magneto 
and use these magnetic powers to kill.

What should we do if caught? Section 
12 of the Philippine Bill of Rights stated, 
“Any person under investigation for the 
commission of an offense shall have 
the right to be informed of his right to 
remain silent and to have competent 

and independent counsel preferably of 
his own choice.” If the airport officials 
commands you to admit the possession 
of the bullet, you can enforce your right 
to remain silent. Or, if they force you to 
admit without any presence of a lawyer, 
this action is unacceptable in the court of 
law. Always remember that you need to 
have a witness to this incident. According 
to Section 17 of the Bill of Rights, “No 
person shall be compelled to be a witness 
against himself.” It would be better if you’re 
with a relative during that incident or just 
drag a bystander in the airport. Also, don’t 
touch the bullet if ever you see it through 
physical inspection. A bullet without your 
fingerprints means that you don’t possess 
the bullet. If the airport officials detain 
you subjectively, you have the power to 
resist by filing the writ of habeas corpus 
petition. If the officials insist the arbitrary 
detention, it can lead to illegal detention or 
popularly known as kidnapping (Article 
297 of the Revised Penal Code of the 
Philippines). If the airport officials ask you 
to pay a certain amount that will exonerate 
you, don’t jump into the devil’s trap. That 
is extortion which is stated in RA 3019 
or the “Anti-Graft and Corruption 
Practices Act” and is punishable by law.

Personally, I doubt that the government 
can solve this issue right away. Just 
compare the justice system with the 
country’s average internet speed rate. But, 
it is still very important to be equipped 
with the information you need. Though 
you may be travelling through air 
sooner or later, knowing your rights and 
counterattacks can help you assess the 
possibilities of this tanim-bala scam.~
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sillimaniansspeak
Compiled by Lizbeth Mae  B. Andaya 

“What are your expectations for the second semester?”
“I expect for a better university life, I expect a very good and honest student goverment.”
Christian Dominic Futalan, Bachelor of Mass Communication  II

“As a graduating student, I expect this semester to be the hardest but I also expect that it will be the best. 
It is my last sem and I should cherish my last moments here in Silliman.” 
Hilario Kiril Gomez, Bachelor of Science in Physics IV

“I’m expecting a healthier Silliman environment of happiness and peace.”  
Pros Julienne Gayo, Bachelor of Science in Physical Therapy III

“My expectation this 2nd semester is for all my subjects to be challenging to the point where I can really 
say that I did learn something not just because I listened attentively or have taken notes, but because I 
have studied my subjects in advance in order to engage in a substantive discussion with my professor. At 
the end of the day, a lesson is better formed if a person can fully discuss what he understood with other 
people.” 
LJ Zaphan Lamboloto, Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy II

Next issue’s Question:

“Do you think politicians should be given guide questions before an 
interview? Why or why not?”

For your answers, just text the Circulation Manager (09361049544).  indicate your full name (with 
middle initial), course and year. 

Eric Gerard D. Ruiz

By Benhur David Cemini                               

Ever wondered into a 
place where you just 
get lost in? Like the 

feeling of getting lost in a 
good book just became a reality 
instantly?  For me, a “freshie” 
with a knack for curiosity, that 
special place can only be found 
in the most unexpected. A place 
that I only knew existed after 
a walk-in through an open, 
air-conditioned room at the 
Science Complex, with a plaque 
etched “Rodrigo B. Gonzales 
Museum of Natural History ”.  

In the main hall of the 
exhibit, the entire room could 
be a time machine, with the 
large collection of scientific 

discoveries gathered over 
a large period of time. The 
first time you’d walk into the 
room, you’d think it was a 
taxidermist ’s dream—various 
kinds of animals, al l in a 
preserved state of taxidermy. 

The museum is home to 
many mammals—common 
and uncommon. A complete 
skeleton of a horse and shells 
of large sea turtles reside in the 
hall. Books do not even begin to 
describe the beauty that these 
animals truly present in real life, 
so the museum also gives you 
a rare glimpse of the physical 
appearances of many forest 
felines, boars, and critters. 
Numerous birds and their eggs 
can also be seen in their posed 

state. Even a well-preserved, 
enormous ostrich egg adds to 
the natural feathery wonders 
that call the museum home. 

Insects and creepy crawlies 
are also displayed in the 
museum, which shows that 
even the tiniest of creatures 
matter. F lies, enormous species 
of moths and butterflies, 
and majestic beetles let us 
explore the beauty that the 
insect kingdom can provide.

Amphibians and reptiles 
also take the spotlight of the 
museum. All kinds of snakes, 
ranging from the poisonous 
to the constrictors, can be 
seen. Frogs, toads, and even 
leathery alligator skins hang 
on the walls of the museum. 

Exoskeletons of the various 
species of crustaceans and sea 
creatures that can be observed 
there tell a beautiful story 
of evolution. In the first two 
glass cabinets show corals; in 
this case calcium carbonate 
exoskeletons form a varied 
number of shapes and sizes 
and can be observed in their 
artistic nature. Even a large 
number of the fish remains can 
be observed. These include a 
real pufferfish, a dangerous fish 
that has a defence mechanism 
of bloating up and revealing 
lethal spikes against hopeful 
predators. The display of 
life in the museum lets you 
visualize the immense amount 
of life that the deep blue 

waters of our oceans contain. 
Apart from animals, the 

museum also holds many 
researches and displays of 
projects to save Mother 
Nature and her children. For 
me, museums like these hold 
the paramount derivative of 
us human beings to not only 
observe, but also to protect all 
the animals from calamities—
natural and man-made. Our 
responsibility is to make sure 
that the next generation also 
sees the beauty of the animals, 
and how to protect them. And 
through the unique insights 
of the animal kingdom that 
museums hold, we can secure 
our future and theirs as well.~

An Intellectual Engagement:
 The Museum of Natural History

By Shane Marie K. Canono                      
 

Alexa Tiu was shocked 
when, as soon as she got 
home from school, her 

mother told her terrible news. 
Her uncle had a car accident, was 
rushed to the hospital, and was 
in need of blood. Fortunately, 
Alexa’s blood type matched his. 
She then didn’t hesitate to donate 
her blood for him. And not for 
long, the operation of his uncle 
became a success. The sophomore 
Physical Therapy student said, 
“Blood donation is not just a 
healthy way to keep your body 
active in producing clean and 
fresh blood, but you can save 
lives as well.” Alexa is just one 
among the many blood donors 
who, according to the Philippine 
Red Cross, are the Filipino 
heroes for their contributions 
to the daily demand of up to 
3000 blood units in the country. 

However, not everyone has the 
determination to donate blood. 
From the study “Knowledge, 
Beliefs, Attitude and Behavior 
of Silliman University Students 
towards Blood Donation” led 
graduating Medical Technology 
students last year; the number of 

blood donors is not increasing. 
This is in spite of the fact that 
there are many people who 
are qualified to donate blood 
and there are several 
awareness campaigns 
that promote the 
significance of 
blood donation. The 
researchers of the 
study also include: Ana 
Vallesca Banquegiro, 
Emil Jeam Beltran, 
Charles Joseph 
Binghay, Sheena Rose 
Leduna, Psal Danette 
Lisondra, Regine 
Felise Nadela, Gabriel 
Paulo Orosco, Jee 
Anne Pacarro, Airell 
Ann Perdido, and 
Una Aeka Uriarte. 
They performed a 
survey which showed 
that among the 369 
Silliman students, only 
18 or 5 percent had previously 
donated blood while 351 or 
9 percent had never donated 
blood before the survey was 
conducted. Also in the results, the 
willingness of the respondents to 
donate blood was influenced by 
their beliefs and attitude. 

 One of the researchers, Una 
Aeka, said that people have 
somehow established their own 
stand on the matter of blood 

donation and this is affected 
by their attitudes and beliefs. 
One common example is the 
fear of needles. Due to this 
fear, someone can develop a 
strong negative attitude towards 
donating blood which can result 
to the person’s disinclination.

However, the negative upshots 
have to be considered. Numerous 
instances of death from blood-
related diseases have ascended 

because of the 
deficiency of blood on 
hand for transfusion 
in blood donation 
centers, according to 
the Department of 
Health. It is due to 
the scarcity of blood 
donors which is a 
continuing problem 
that the Filipinos were 
not able to address. 
The Philippine Red 
Cross  has tried things 
to solve the crisis by 
persuading Filipinos 
who are in good 
physical shape to 
donate blood willingly. 
Sadly, the donors 
have persistently 
been decreasing.

There is still hope to make 
things right. Every single 
blood matters for it can save 
precious lives. Physical Therapy 
freshman Abigail Go believes 
that this generation needs more 
heroes. Even though she is 
unable to donate blood, Abigail 

has always attended to blood 
donation campaigns. She has 
always admired people who are 
willing to give their blood. “They 
bear the sting of the needle 
and look up to see their blood 
flowing from the body into the 
bag. It is all just to make sure 
that someone gets better or 
lives a tad bit longer,” she says.

The researchers of the 
study have a message to all 
Sillimanians: “In every tick of 
the clock, there are always people 
who are desperately in need of 
blood. Unfortunately, most of 
them are not immediately given 
a blood transfusion because of 
the lack of blood donors and 
blood units. We think that with 
this fact alone, Sillimanians will 
be able to capture the picture 
we are trying to paint, that with 
even just a pint of your blood, you 
can really make a difference, you 
can save lives. Just imagine how 
fulfilling it is to know that with 
your small gesture, you just made 
somebody see another sunrise. 
Never donate for the incentives. 
Never do it for the money. 
Do it because you are willing 
to give a part of yourself.”~

The Act of Giving Blood
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This is not a message of hate. 
Rather, it is a message of passion and 
determination to defend what a lot of 
us love the most – Ultimate Frisbee.

It has transformed from a simple 
outdoor activity many people play with 
dogs, to a worldwide professional sport 
with hopes to eventually be included in 
the Olympics. I have been engaged in the 
sport of Ultimate for about a year now, 
and the profound saying of “It’s not just a 
sport, it’s a lifestyle” can suffice for what 
I can say about my current experience. 

The Silliman University Amphitheater, 
the West Quadrangle to be exact, was 
where Ultimate started in Dumaguete. 
Since 2007 until the present day, people 
from Silliman and outside Silliman have 
come together every afternoon to play a 
few games in the field until the sun would 
set. From then on, due to the persistence 
of the players and the reliance of a well-
managed field, Dumaguete has been able 
to produce some of the best players in the 
Philippines who have become inspirations 
and role models to the rest of the Ultimate 
community. The friendships made in the 
Amphitheater field have made their way out 
of the field and through years of developing 
camaraderie, the lessons learned in the sport 
have weaved their way into the lives of so 
many people. The disc, the field, the people 
and of course the Spirit of the Game have 
kept us, the ultimate community, united.

A couple of months ago the 
Amphitheater came to a point where the 
grass started wilting out, and its famous 
green shade was almost absent. To be 
honest, aside from the scorching heat, daily 
use of the field because of Ultimate also 
contributed to that, so it was no surprise 
when the guards started telling us that we 

couldn’t play on that particular field. They 
told us to change our venue for a few 
months to let the grass grow back again. 
It wasn’t such a problem for us since we 
could always just play at the Perdices Oval, 
the Ravello Field, or the Silliman Ballfield. 

Then, they started 
implementing all these “rules”.

The first restriction I noticed was that 
outsiders were not allowed inside the school 
area. It was understandable, since Silliman 
is first and foremost an academic institution 
and the Sillimanians were of course, the 
first in the priority list. All of a sudden there 
was another “rule” floating around that 
alumni of Silliman who are also Ultimate 
players were not permitted in the premises. 
Throughout the months where we did 
not use the Amphitheater, representatives 
of the Negros Oriental Ultimate Players 
Association (NOUPA) created a formal 
letter addressed to different university 

representatives. Some approved, some did 
not – but that didn’t stop us from trying 
to get back our go-to venue for Ultimate. 

Alas, we weren’t approved to use the 
Amphitheater but when we thought all 
was said and done when we finally got 
formal permission to use the Silliman 
Ballfield, we encountered more obstacles. 
The guards were apprehensive of letting us 
use the field since first, they did not have a 
letter (though we have already made one) 
and because the field was going to be used 

for football (though we had no problem 
in sharing the field). For a few months 
we used that field, and last October, the 
Cimafranca Field in Daro was cleared out 
by NOUPA for Shindig United. This was a 
breakthrough for all of us, since we now had 
a big space to train and have tournaments. 
But again, that didn’t stop us from 
trying to get back into the Amphiteater.

Last November 4, we went to the 
Amphitheater hoping that they would let 
us play. We waited for the go signal, but only 
bad news came our way. We were told that 
it has been made a university rule that the 
field was not to be used for Ultimate ever 
again. All of us were devastated by the news, 
but as a beginner in the sport, I could only 
imagine what the people who have been 
playing Ultimate ever since it started in 
Dumaguete eight years ago must have felt. 

The reasons they gave us before on 
why we weren’t allowed to play at the 
Amphitheater anymore is that we were 
using too many swear words as we 
played, some people changed in public, 
we were ruining the grass, and the 
more recent reason, wires were already 
installed for the Christmas decorations. 

Grass can still grow, people can be 
disciplined, and a compromise can still be 
made. Why take away a place that means 
so much to us? We have not been able to 
receive any formal letter or announcement 
about this issue, and we are prepared to 
do whatever it takes to go back to the 
Amphitheater. As like any sport, we are 
passionate in keeping it going, and we believe 
that this particular field is worth defending. 

The Spirit of the Game is not 
restrained to the field, but also outside 
the field. It is not restrained to Ultimate 
players, but it is for everyone. ~

Ipaglaban Ang Amphi!

Through the years, the political arena of the Philippines has been 
filled with problems. One of the main reasons for the rise of these 
issues is the presence of incompetent people who are trying to run 

for various government posts.
It is more convenient to access information and be educated about them 

and their political parties, friends, and foes, too, with the rise of online 
media. From other mainstream media like newspapers to radio, facts about 
these individuals are exposed, especially that elections are nearing. 

Media practitioners who cover politics-related beats are often subjected 
to the criticism that they appear antagonistic and unmerciful when they 
interview politicians. TV host and news anchor Karen Davila is one example.

Davila’s interview with Parañaque Councilor and senatorial aspirant Alma 
Moreno on ANC Headstart last 
week has been a talk of the country 
because of Moreno’s unsure answers 
to her interview questions about her 
advocacy and intentions of running in the Senate. At the same time, she was 
also criticized because she was considered as insensitive to Moreno.

People on social media said that Davila could have given her a copy of 
questions beforehand, knowing that Moreno’s a political neophyte. Davila 
could have been a more ‘gracious’ host, not a host who crosses her arms 
and legs and talk with a judgmental tone. Politicians, for them, must have 
been given a copy of the questions beforehand anyway, so that she won’t be 
humiliated.

The Weekly Sillimanian (tWS) staff members, just like Davila, have also 
been criticized for the same reasons (and more). Even if student elections 
will be held next year, the school publication has been releasing articles 
about student politics throughout the first semester.

Throughout the coverages, the staff has been criticized heavily by student 
politicians and political party members for being biased, inaccurate, 
insensitive, among others. Members have been pointed by most student 
politicians as “too hard-hitting” on interviews and writing articles. A number 
of people also requested tWS to send guide questions and even the articles 
before sending these to the press last semester.

Yet no one in the staff is surprised, really, especially because the members 
are just doing their social responsibility. The staff is expected to shed light to 
issues. In the end, if there is one thing that tWS can claim, it is the fact that 
the staff has done its job: to release articles based on truth. This is what is 
important at the end of the day.

And this second semester, as tWS continues its circulation, the school 
publication promises to be effective watchdogs not just of the student 
government, but also of the administration. tWS promises to deliver 
information to the Silliman community as truthfully, efficiently, and 
fearlessly as possible.~

Photo Source:  https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=blood+donation

+cartoon&FORM=HDRSC2
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roundup MEN’S HAIR SA SILLIMAN FASHION WEEK 

CONDEMN NATION. Over the last week, several attacks erupted around the world; however, much criticism was placed on the media for solely focusing on just one of the 
major cities. Here’s a short rundown on what happened last week.

Compiled by: Christian Renz Torres via http://edition.cnn.com/2015/11/12/middleeast/beirut-explosions/, http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/10-killed-in-multiple-attacks-across-baghdad/article27185441/

At least 127 people died in a series of shootings, 
hostage takings, and suicide bombings around 
various areas around Paris on Nov. 13. Islamic 
State of Iraq and Greater Syria (ISIS) claimed 
responsibility for these attacks; French 
President François Hollande called them “an 
act of war”. In retaliation, France has launched 
militia on ISIS territory.

Several bombs and a drive-by 
shooting went off on Nov. 10, 
ripping through Baghdad and 
killing at least 10 people. All 
officials spoke under anonymity as 
they were not authorized to brief 
media of the incidents. 

BG clarifies.. from page 1

SU improves.. from page 1

landscape and cleanliness of the area. 
“We made a policy before so we 

will be allowed to play. We pay for 
any damage and we talked to people 
concerned during our practices. 
We are willing to follow rules 
because we are accountable too.”

He added that “foul 
languages” cannot be controlled. 

“Just like other sports, it’s hard 
to control foul languages, but we 
minimize it as much as possible.”

Earl Stanley Gasendo, one of 
the first Ultimate Frisbee players 
in Silliman University and Negros 
Oriental, said that no major damage 
has been done ever since they started 
playing in the west quadrangle.  

“It’s so sad for us because since 
2007, wala’y naguba, wala may 
nawala,” Gasendo said. (…nothing 
got broken, nothing got lost.)

There are 14 official teams 
composing the NOUPA.~

walls of the classrooms are metal.
“They added additional 

reinforcement beams to prevent 
the floor from moving, however 
during earthquakes, the floor of 
the classrooms will move but will 
not crack,” Ygnalaga said. 

The Class B container vans 
or container vans with minor 
damages were purchased from 
Manila from different companies. 
The first batch came in 2009 and 
another batch in 2013.

To make three classrooms that 
could accommodate a class size of 
45-50 students, 11 container vans 
were used to build the second 
floor.

About five 20-footer and five 
40-footer container vans remain. 
These other container vans left in 
the university are used to store the 
materials of the SU Cooperative, 
relief goods and folding beds, 
and materials used by the SU 
Buildings and Grounds.

Ygnalaga said that there are 
still future plans of making new 
classrooms made out of container 
vans. However, the dates are still 
uncertain because of the K-12 
Program. 

He said that the idea of making 
classrooms out of container vans 
was from SU President Ben S. 

Malayang III to repurpose the 
vans instead of going to waste. 

“The building of the 
classrooms is not cheaper…
because the transport of materials 
is costly. However, time in 
accomplishing the building was 
fast and the university [did] 
not wait for long to offer the 
students new calamity-resilient 
classrooms,” Ygnalaga said.

The  building  of  SU  
Public  Assistance and 
Security  Office,  behind the 
Information Booth of the SU 
Campus Ambassadors, is also 
made out of container vans. 

Amphitheater lights
BG also replaced the 

Amphitheater lamps to LED 
lights because these only 
consume 24 watts, unlike the 
lamps which consumed 70 watts.

“Makatipid ta, so pwede nata 
mopasiga from 7-10 p.m. kay 
wala naman nagpasiga ug sodium 
tungod nga mas mahal siya,” 
said Ygnalaga. (We can save 
electricity, so we can light it up 
from 7-10 p.m. because we did 
not light up the sodium lamps 
because it is more expensive.) 

Ygnalaga added that the 
sodium lamps will only be used 
during university activities.

Convenience store
7-Eleven, a convenience 

store, is being constructed near 
Edith Carson Hall (ECH). 

Like Jollibee North Road 
and BDO, 7-Eleven is under 
the built, operate, and transfer 
scheme which will be owned 
by the university after some 
years, depending on the 
contract. After the contract, the 
establishments will be renting 
the land and the building.

Samantha Salva, an ECH 
dormer, said that it is good that 
the open space will be occupied.

“If mahuman na ang 7-Eleven, 
di na kaayo ngit-ngit and 
kuyaw at night,” said Salva. 
(After the construction of 
7-Eleven, the space will no 
longer be dark and creepy.)

However, Gerise Regalado, 
a West wing ECH dormer, 
said that she is concerned 
with the noise 7-Eleven will 
produce once it starts operating.

“It might disturb dormers 
who are studying inside the 
West wing rooms. 7-Eleven is 
just at the back of West wing. 
It ’s that close,” Regalado said.~

emission vehicles such as bicycles, 
long boards, skates, among 
others. In this way, environmental 
protection will be promoted.

Food Rescue ASEAN in 
Dumaguete partnered with the 
Department of Social Welfare 
and Development and Poblacion 
8 Barangay Officials. Florendo 
also partnered with Silliman 
Extension Program and Service 
Learning to map out the 
poorest communities in the city.

Juditha Kilap-kilap, 49, a 
resident of Barangay Poblacion 
8, is one of the recipients 
of Food Rescue ASEAN.

“Nalipay ko nga naka-utan ug 
hinatag,” said Kilap-kilap. (I’m 
glad I was able to cook vegetables 
that were given for free.)

She added that the vegetables 
they receive is a good help for 
them to practice a healthy lifestyle.

Meanwhile, Gloria Paalaman, 
a vegetable vendor who donates 
excess vegetables, said that it 
is better to give the vegetables 
to the people who need it 
rather than throw it away.

“Mas malipay ko nga makapakaon 
ko ug tawo,” said Paalaman, 
vegetable vendor. (I am happier 
that I am able to feed someone.)

In the latest Social Weather 
Survey conducted last September 
2015, 15.7 percent or 3.5 million 
families considered themselves 
experiencing involuntary 
hunger in the Philippines.

“Knowing that there are…
poor families and individuals 
in the community and food 
wasted every day, I told myself 
that [Food Rescue ASEAN] 
is really something that 
Dumaguete would need, same 
for the rest of the Philippines 
and ASEAN,” said Florendo.

Poblacion 8 Barangay Captain 
Delia Siñagan said, “Makatabang 
siya sa mga tawo ba, especially 
dili lang nila kailangan paliton,” 
(It helps the people especially 
because they do not need 
to buy the food anymore).

Food Rescue ASEAN is 
being established in Dumaguete 
City for the Philippines and 
Kuala Lumpur for Malaysia.~

Food Rescue.. from page 1

development only, so browsing 
and research are not allowed.

Meanwhile, Alyssa Palencia, 
a sophomore information 
technology student said: “I guess 
[Apps Lab] will further increase 
my interest in app development 
since there are always new things 
to discover and learn, depending 
on the materials presented.”

Palencia added that she is willing 

to learn how the Apple system 
operates and how the development 
process will differ from Windows.

The Apps Lab has been settling 
protocols like income sharing 
as soon as there are mobile 
apps that will be developed.

CCS students taking 
programming subjects are also 
having classes in the Apps Lab. ~

Computer lab.. from page 1

“For me, the morals that we could 
give to our children or anyone 
regardless of age are hope, search 
for the truth, and life,” he said.

Credo said that the comic book 
superhero, “Superman,” is a symbol 
of hope because of how people look 
for and are inspired by Superman.

 “[For example], during the 
Martial Law, we needed to 
search for the truth. Because if 
we do not search for the truth, 
we would never rest, because 
sometimes understanding graphic 
novels will be, of course, the 
search for the truth,” Credo said.

Active citizenship and 
developments

Meanwhile, John Lumapay, 

also taking Master of Arts in 
Psychology, mentioned four types 
of development in her lecture 
entitled “Active Citizenship.”

“First is economic development. 
This focuses on business and 
international trade, and often, 
the infrastructures needed 
are transportation [and] 
communications,” Lumapay said.

Lumapay also said that the 
second development is human 
development, which focuses 
on how people can live long 
and healthy lives, have access 
to resources, and be able to 
participate in the community.

Participatory development, 
the third one, is “focused on 

enabling people to identify 
their own problems and develop 
solution,” said Lumapay.

The last is sustainable 
development, and according to 
Lumapay, it focuses on meeting 
the people’s needs today and what 
the future generation needs. She 
also said that this requires all the 
three developments mentioned.

Other lecturers were  Reichi 
Gideob Pudno Pableo who is taking 
Master of Arts in Psychology, 
Anggreini D.N. Rupidara taking 
Ph.D. in Marine Biology, and 
Jerrydith Alpuerto, taking 
Master of Arts in Sociology.~

Graduate students.. from page 1

NET SAFETY. John Peter Abraham Q. Ruero, a member of information Systems 
Security Association, talks about information security in his lecture “information 
Security: What you don’t know will hurt you” last Nov. 14 at the Uytengsu Building. 
PHOTO BY Bernard Dadea

Suicide bombers struck southern 
Beirut on Nov. 12, killing at least 43 
people. A would-be suicide bomber 
who survived the attack said that 
ISIS recruited the bombers. The 
synchronized explosions detonated 
within 150 meters and five minutes 
of each other.
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