
ART PERCEPTION. Students and teachers admire the artistic talent of local artist during the “Benta bols” art gallery last Nov. 27 at Silliman hall. PHOTO BY Babe Jocelie Isaga
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BINHI YOUTH CAMP. College student leaders from around Negros participated in a 
youth camp which aims to promote renewable energy and forest restoration last Nov. 
26-29 at Valencia, Negros Oriental. Photo by Cheri Lian Ansale

Negrenses march for climate change justice
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By Leslie J. Batallones                                 

DUMAGUETE CITY – 
Thousands of people from 
civil society groups, religious 
associations, and local government 
representatives of Dumaguete 
marched around the city for 
climate change justice last Nov. 29. 

The march took place ahead of the 
21st Conference of Parties (COP21) 
in Paris. COP21 aims to come up 
with a new deal on climate change 
that would limit carbon emissions.

According to the World 
Meteorological Organization, 
global average temperatures in 
2015 are likely to be warmest on 
record. The march for climate 
justice calls for governments of 
developed countries to financially 
assist developing countries in 

dealing with climate change.
The march also pushes for fair 

actions to keep 80 percent of known 
fossil fuel to limit warming below 
2 degree Celsius. Burning fossil 
fuel is among the human activities 
that cause greenhouse effect. 

“We demand for a more 
ambitious target from countries 
historically responsible for climate 
change. COP21 must ensure we 
limit warming to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius,” said Zephanie Repollo, 
Campaigns Coordinator of 350.org.

Repollo added that the march 
calls governments from the 
United States, Europe, Australia, 
Japan, United Kingdom, and 
China to cut their carbon 
emissions because developing 
countries like the Philippines 
“suffer most from the pollution.”

“We need renewable technology 
that uplifts peoples and our right 
to a healthy environment, not the 
kind that cuts our century old 
trees, contaminate our waters, and 
destroys our ecosystem. We need an 
economy that works for our people 
and the environment,” Repollo said.

Repollo stressed that some of 
the effects of global warming 
by greenhouse gases include 
extreme weather, rising sea 
levels, major shifts in climate, 
and unusual social disorder. 

Among those who marched 
the streets of Dumaguete are the 
survivors of Typhoon Sendong 
last December 2011. Sendong 
left people homeless and claimed 
36 lives, including children. 

Before Sendong, 55-year-
old victim Helen Torres lived in 

Cadawinonan. She urged people to 
listen to “nature’s call [for] action.”

“Kung dili ka maminaw sa 
kalihukan sa kalibutan, ang tanan 
madaot gyud. Kinakahanglan 
gyud ta maminaw,” Torres said. 
(If we don’t listen to the earth’s 
movements, everything will be 
broken. We really need to listen.)

Torres also said that there 
were illegal logging activities 
that caused flooding in her place 
before. Torres, with her family, 
now lives in a relocation site. 

The climate mobilization also 
called for voters to choose leaders 
with environmental priorities. 

“The march signifies the people’s 
readiness to be part of the solutions, 
making sure our 2016 electoral 
candidates understand the scale 
needed to respond to the climate 

crisis. We need the leadership and 
political will to put climate solutions 
on top of their agenda,” said Fr. 
Burton Villarmente, the Social 
Action Director to the diocese.

A group of five children called 
people to protect the earth so they will 
see “the kind of world they deserve.” 

Meanwhile, Negrenses 
continue the call to save the 
remaining forest of Mt. Talinis. 

“Mt. Talinis is providing us water. 
If we don’t act, we will wake up one 
day with no water in our faucet. 
Save Mt. Talinis, for our survival 
is non-negotiable,” said Aidalyn 
Arabe, an environmental advocate. 

Last year, hundreds of 
environmental advocates gathered 
to urge provincial government to 
protect Mt. Talinis against the 

By Rhobie A. Ruaya                                    

WITH THE THEME “Via, 
Veritas, Vita: Now and Always,” 
the Intramural games opening 
ceremony was held at the Silliman 
University (SU) Gymnasium last 
Nov. 30.

“One of the objectives of Silliman 
in these competitions is to nurture 
the solemn minds and bodies and 
supportably wholesome recreation 
of the principles of sportsmanship,” 
said SU Church Administrative 
Officer Carlos Magtolis Jr. as he 
welcomed the students. 

The College of Education was the 
host. Athletics Department Head 

Dionesio Piñero II said that the 
intramurals is their way of giving 
the amount of physical activity that 
students will remember.

The opening basketball game 
against the College of Mass 
Communication and the College 
of Engineering and Design (CED) 
was held right after the opening 
ceremony. 

Another basketball game was 
held against the Institute of Clinical 
Laboratories and the College of 
Education and School of Basic 
Education (COESBE). 

CED won 92-39 and COESBE 
96-37.~

SU Intramural games ’15 open

By Jameela I. Mendoza                                                

SILLIMAN UNIVERSITY (SU) 
hosted the first Startup Weekend in 
Dumaguete, a global event that trains 
young adults to turn their ideas into 
business using technology, last Nov. 
27-29 at the Audio Visual Theater 
and Alfredo Ang lecture rooms.

Dulce Rose Lada, facilitator of 
Startup Weekend Dumaguete, said: 
“A startup is a temporary organization 
designed to search a scalable 
and reputable business model.”

Lada explained that not all new 
and small businesses are startups, 
because a startup must aim to solve 
a particular problem in communities.

Also, Lada said that a startup’s 
business model must be ‘scalable,’ 
which means the business must be 
able to expand over a wider audience.

Moreover, a startup is ‘temporary’ 
because Lada said that “startups 
should not stay as small businesses.”

Startup Week, according to Lada, is 
an event that “teaches entrepreneurs 
how to build a startup within 54 hours.”

However, Lada also said that the 
participants in Startup Weekend are 
a mix of students, professionals from 
different backgrounds like designers, 
developers, and entrepreneurs, 
and others who are interested.

On the three-day event, 
participants started forming teams 

of five members, voted for the best 
ideas with the help of mentors, then 
pitched their ideas in front of other 
participants, mentors, and judges.

“Then last [Nov. 28], they started 
to validate those ideas. So, they built 
a business model behind it…with 
the help of the mentors,” said Lada.

Mentors in Startup Weekend 
helped the teams improve their 
business models. Nine mentors were 
in the event. There were different 
mentors for different aspects in 
developing a business model.

Robert Reyes, mentor for 
technical and project management, 
said that the aspect depends on the 

SU hosts first Startup Weekend in Dgte

By Ray Chen S. Bahinting               
and Jameela I. Mendoza            

THE SILLIMAN UNIVERSITY 
Fine Arts Department hosted 
“Bentabols,” an exhibit 
that opened last Nov. 27 to 
feature and sell artworks.

The art sale featured artists of 
all levels from Negros Oriental 
and Siquijor. The 30 percent 
from each purchase will be used 
for the maintenance of the “art 
spaces” or places where art pieces 
are located in Silliman Hall.

Prior to the event, the Fine 
Arts Department invited all 
artists who wanted to sell their 
work and support their goal.

“We got students, practicing 
artists, teachers, different 
folks coming in,” said W Don 
Flores, a faculty member at 
the Fine Arts Department.

Flores also said that Bentabols 
tries to appreciate the value 
of art in Dumaguete, a city 
considered as a “place for art.”

“[Dumaguete City] doesn’t have 
a dedicated art space. Maybe the 
[second floor of Silliman Hall] is 
the first to do that,” Flores said.

Meanwhile, Irma Lacorte, 
also a faculty member from the 
Fine Arts Department, said that 
Bentabols aims to showcase 
the work of the artists while 
exposing the viewers to art.

“It is better if everyone is 
exposed to art. It’s the reason 
why we teach FA 51, which is 
art appreciation. Everybody has 
to learn or at least understand 
and appreciate art,” said Lacorte.

Aside from drawings and 
paintings, Bentabols also 
featured on-sale Lumago 
products, handcrafted goods like 
jewelry made by Dumagueteñas 
using recycled materials.

“[Making Lumago products] 
is an alternative way for them to 
make money, so we actually give 
them more than the minimum wage 
here in Dumaguete,” said Becky 
Stanbridge, the manager of Lumago.

Bentabols will be open until Jan. 8.~

Exhibit opens to sell art for SU Hall
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sillimaniansspeak
compiled by Lizbeth Mae  B. Andaya 

“What do you think of Rodrigo Duterte’s 
sudden decision to bid for presidency?”

I think Duterte’s reconsideration for presidency is a good move since he has already proven 
himself in Davao; however, he should not use Poe’s citizenship issue as an excuse for his sudden 
decision to join the presidential race-he should run in pursuit of CHANGE.
Caryl A. Casuloc-an, Bachelor of Science in Education II

I’m not surprised. After all, his ‘Pabebe’ actions and his supporters’ ‘Duterte Serye’ are all part of 
his creative political strategy.
Jeck G. Tirambulo, Bachelor of Science in Agribusiness III

I don’t think Duterte’s decision to bid for presidency is sudden. What’s his point in traveling 
around the country and visiting universities then rant about the discrepancies of our country and 
comparing it to Davao (of which of course he is reigning)? He is just using Poe as an excuse for 
him to run. Stop fooling people, if you want to run- then say it! Don’t merry-go-round the country 
convincing people about this and that and afterwards left those hanging by saying you don’t like 
the country’s highest position. Wag kang paasa at wag kang Pabebe!
Julien Marie S. Piñero, Mass Communication II

It was a smart move since he knows what would happen to those who quickly gave their decision 
to run. They were all bashed and was given cases that were all out of stupidity and clearly showed 
crab mentality among Filipinos.
Sheene Imm Uy Paredes BS Medical Technology II

Next issue’s Question:

“What is your best experience during this year’s intramurals?”

For your answers, just text the circulation manager (09068874424).  indicate your full name (with 
middle initial), course and year. 

Eric Gerard D. Ruiz

Tarantado,
asintado

Bringing dead 
Lines to Life

Andrea D. Lim

By Shane Marie K. Canono                         

Michael Jordan once 
said, “If you run into 
a wall, don’t turn 

around and give up. Figure out 
how to climb it, go through it, 
or work around it.” Indeed, no 
one has ever achieved winning 
without getting through the 
hardest times, just 
like how athletes 
work hard to 
achieve their 
goals andnever 
give up.In 
S i l l i m a n , 
sports are 
like a part of 
a student ’s 
life. The 
university has 
since produced 
excellent athletes; 
four of them to 
go on Olympic 
stadiums. For students, 
especially athlete aspirants, they 
are inspirational. Symbolized by 
the Red and White Stallion, the 
university has gained pride and 
honor in the world of athletics.

Who knows 
about Simeon 
Galvez Toribio, a 
Sillimanian long 
jumper? Take it on 
a bet, there’s only a 

few.  However, Toribio was one 
of the country ’s highly respected 
sporting elite who represented the 
Philippines in three consecutive 
Summer Olympics, starting in 
1928. And apart from 

t h a t , 
he was 

considered 
the “Filipino 

Field Athlete 
of the Half 

C e n t u r y ” 
and “Asia’s 

B e s t 

A t h l e t e ” 
for bagging 
gold medals 

in the high 

jump event in the Far Eastern 
Olympics in 1921, 1923, 
1927, 1930, and 1934. He also 
won a bronze medal in the 
1932 Los Angeles Olympics.

Another honorable athlete who 
studied in Silliman is Mark Javier. 
In the 2008 Beijing Olympics, 
he was the only male archer 
to represent the Philippines. 
Javier was alsoa member of the 
Silliman University Dumaguete 
Archery Club (SUDAC) and the 
National Archery Association 
of the Philippines (NAAP). He 
won medals in local and national 
competitions and participated 
in international competitions.

Sillimanians should also not 
forget about archers Jennifer 
Chan, who won gold in the 25th 
South East Asia(SEA) Games, 
and Lisa Ygnalaga, who competed 
in the 1988 Seoul Olympics.
In an article about Chan from 
GMA network, she said, “Na-
achieve ko na ang dream ko sa SEA 
Games, kaya ito na ang last ko.”

Aside from the four Olympians, 
there are still many Sillimanians 
who won medals or awards in 

their respective sports field. In the 
2014 Philippine National Games 
(PNG), archers Marie Crizabelle 
Merto, and Danaleau Baldono 
bagged gold medals, while 
archer Lawrence Joseph Marino 
won a silver medal. Computer 
Engineering junior Merto won 
in six events, while Medical 
Technology junior Baldono 
won in two events. Apart from 
archery, Sillimanians also have 
won in the field of swimming. 
In the 200-meter free relay of 
the 2014 PNG, Management 
senior Giovani Trapila and 
Education senior Genard Geon 
Ubanan each bagged a medal. 
On the other hand, in the 
200-meter fly and 100-meter fly, 
Medical Technology freshman 
Isabelle Hellene Mosqueda and 
Education junior Toni Rose 
Sayson each won a silver medal.

Their road isn’t easy and simple. 
All of the effort they’ve put in 
adds to what they have achieved. 
And it wasn’t enough to just work 
hard. If there’s one thing a person 
has to do in life that they would 
never regret, it is to work hard.~

Honor and Bravery: 
The Silliman’s Red and White Stallion

By Alissa Z. Lacson                                         

and Winona C. Agir                                    

Benjie Pacas, a senior education 
student who majors in MAPEH, 
was just an ordinary boy. He 

lived simply and enjoyed the company 
of friends. He loved to laugh, play, 
dribble and run.. And as he grew older, 
he continued to play, join events, and 
compete in track and field, volleyball, 
and basketball. “Sports is my life and my 
life is nothing without a sport,” he said. 

He began his athletic career when 
he shockingly beat all his competitors 
by a mile during his third year in high 
school. Since then, he ran for the city, 
provincial, and regional meets—all 
the way to nationals. Throughout all 
his track and field races, he enjoyed 
training on his own. Benjie would wake 
up at 2 AM to jog to school then jog 
back home after class and run back 
and forth the hanging bridge near his 
home. After days of intense training, 
he was able to run a 100-meter dash 
in 10.8 seconds — his best time 
throughout his career in track and field. 
People then recognized him for his 
ability; he gained a lot of friends and 
he became the student government 
president in his high school without 
him personally filing for candidacy.

It seemed as if Benjie’s life was going 
smoothly. He enrolled in Silliman in 
2012 and competed in track and field 

during Intramurals. It was his first year 
competing in Silliman and he became 
the Most Valuable Player. He was then 
sent to represent the university during 
the Philippine National Games. He 
ranked 10th. He kept his legacy but, at 
the same time, he was 
struggling to support 
himself in school. 
Since his high school 
life, his education was 
being funded by the 
Christian Children’s 
Fund. He was given 
books and his tuition 
was free — until he 
transferred to Silliman. 
His family had only 
so much to continue 
enrolling him and he, 
too, was battling to 
support someone new 
in his life: his daughter.

“Natural, nag-
remorse ko na dapat 
human na ko…but, 
at this point, okay ra 
pud ko na wala pa ko 
nahuman kay naka-
learnko’gmore…at least ni-mature na 
ko…(Naturally, I felt remorse because 
I should have finished college by 
now…but, at this point, I realized 
it’s okay because I learned more and 
I matured), the athlete said. “But 
siyempre, kapoy siya in the sense na 

ganahan kang mu-improve sa imong 
self; at the same time, ikaw ra usa(But 
of course, it’s tiring in the sense that 
you want to improve yourself; at the 
same time, you’re all alone),” he added. 

Three years passed since he enrolled 

in Silliman and continued his athletic 
life, yet his problems grew. He separated 
from his daughter, he barely had food 
to eat, he had no home to sleep in, 
and he felt more lost as the days went 
by.“Atona time na lost kaayo ko..ako 
rang gisalig sa Ginoo na muhuman ra 

ni(That time when I felt really lost, 
I just prayed to God that all of these 
problems would end),…” he said. “God 
would arrange everything. He would 
put back my life in order,” he added. 

Now, a 23-year old volleyball 
varsity player and the 
basketball captain 
for the College of 
Education-School 
of Basic Education 
Intramurals team, he 
decided to earn a living 
for himself. Every 
weekday morning, 
Benjie wakes up at 4 
a.m. and makes buko 
juice. Not for him to 
drink, but for him 
to sell. He goes to 
the different schools 
around Dumaguete 
and sells until 8 a.m. 
— making about 
400 pesos each day. 
Although he admits to 
losing hope sometimes, 
he would always look 
up to God to give him 

the strength to work hard—not only 
for himself, but also for his daughter. 

“Kapoy uy.Imagina mu-skwela ko, 
MWF practice pa mi 7-10 p.m.….akong 
tulog ana kay 11-3 a.m.…pag 4 a.m. 
make napud ko buko juice. Pero di na ko 
huna-hunaon kapoy kay kabalo man jud 

ko na kapoy man gud na siya (Yes, it’s 
tiring. Imagine, I’ll go to school, then 
practice from 7-10 p.m. every MWF, 
then sleep from 11 p.m. to 3 a.m.…by 
4 a.m., I have to make buko juice again. 
I just don’t think about how tiring it is 
because I’ve accepted the reality that 
it will really be tiring to live like this),” 
he expressed. Benjie also said that he 
never expected to have gone so low 
only to finally reach the point wherein 
he is months away from graduating.

When asked if he was willing to 
quit sports to rest, he quickly said no. 
He enjoys being part of the volleyball 
varsity team and has never been absent 
in all their practices. In fact, playing 
volleyball is his stress reliever, he said. 
“Anad gyud ko og hard life. Mao nay usa 
sa advantage na ko sa uban nga mo-give 
up…ganahan ra jud ko nga mag sige’g 
dula kay maka-learn man jud ko(I’m 
used to the hard life. That’s one of my 
advantages compared to those who 
give up…I really like to keep playing 
because I learn from it), Benjie said. 
The athlete added that life is simple; 
it should not be made complicated. It 
might just be Benjie’s attitude, a trait 
that only a few might have, but if there 
is something he cannot achieve, he does 
not stop until he gets it. He believes that 
“prayer + hard work = success.” Thus, 
with his key to success, he hopes to 

graduate, take the board, and teach.~

Negrenses participated in the Global Climate Justice March last 
Nov. 29. People from all positions and walks of life marched around 
Dumaguete City to show their concern over environmental issues 

like burning of fossil fuels. Advocates also stressed the need for voters to 
choose running politicians who find solving environmental issues important.

The march materialized earlier than the 21st Conference of Parties 
(COP21), which will be held from Dec. 7-8 in Paris. COP21 invites 
world leaders, business CEOs, investors, associations, and industry 
experts to explore opportunities of spreading awareness on climate 
change thru sports. Organized by  Climate Action, United Nations 
Environment Program, among others, it also aims to come up 
with a new agreement on climate change that would lessen carbon 
emissions. The other organized climate talks will end on Dec. 11.

According to The Guardian, more than 600,000 people marched the 
streets in  175 countries  around the 
world to plea for a strong deal in Paris 
that will lead to a transition from 
using fossil fuels to renewable energy.

Fossil fuels have been the current major energy source of the world. It is 
non-renewable because it came from prehistoric fossils, so these are limited 
and depleting in a fast rate. Burning fossil fuels is also one of the main 
human activities that cause greenhouse effect. When people continue to 
burn fossil fuels, greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, 
sulfur dioxide and carbon monoxide are released, causing global warming.

The Weekly Sillimanian believes that in the Philippines, 
awareness is not enough when it comes to environmental issues. 
People have to change their lifestyles by lessening their carbon 
footprint or the amount of carbon they are emitting per day.

Voters during the 2016 elections should also vote for leaders 
who prioritize the environment. Disasters that are global 
warming-related have been the country’s main challenges.

Also, environmental issues and its consequences are all connected. In the 
Philippines, drought, animal and coral reef kills, and calamities are not new. 
Climate change leads to more intense El Niño, rising sea surface temperatures, 
rising of sea levels, intensifying tropical cyclones, among others in the country.

The staff hopes that Filipinos would not be dependent to the government in 
solving environmental concerns (or put all the blame on energy corporations 
by mere rallying against them and not really talking about mitigation 
methods). Each one is part of the solution; everyone must be united.~

I had expectations with the last five 
subjects I am taking in Silliman. 
This semester (I claim it!), will be 
the last time I will feel the evolving 
Philippine education system – 
the shift from 10 to 12 years of 
education known as the K-12 shift.

With the K-12 implementation, 
curriculums have been updated 
and books have been upgraded 
to complement with the changes. 
Teaching methods and learning 
techniques are also evolving together 
with technological advancement. Most, 
if not all of my teachers last semester 
used laptops, flashed PowerPoint 
presentations of important notes, and 
held pointers instead of whiteboard 
pens. I would gaze at the projector screen 
and ignore the board. I am also one of 
those students who would take pictures 
of the screen instead of taking down 
notes using pen and paper at times.

Some of my teachers would allow us 
to open our laptops, iPads, and other 
mobile gadgets inside the classroom 
as well; they assumed that we are 
more comfortable with typing notes 
instead of writing them. Emphasizing 
typing over writing is a trend in 
schools and universities around the 
world. The Indiana Department of 
Education in US is one example: 
officials announced that the state’s 
public schools will not teach cursive 
writing and will ensure students are 
proficient in keyboard use instead.

However, as for me, this semester 
is different. I have a professor who 
walks inside the classroom without any 

laptop bag. The only thing he carries 
is a whiteboard pen. He would just 
write his lessons on the board. Taking 
pictures of PowerPoint slides are 
not allowed during my history class, 
too. My history teacher would strike 
a pose sarcastically while scolding 
every student who is caught doing so.

I am actually surprised (and on the 
verge of complaining) because they 
disallow convenience, but I learned to 
be grateful that they impose traditional 

ways of teaching and learning – like 
writing notes and lectures instead of 
typing and projecting it – to be retained. 
Even if writing is more tiring than using 
gadgets to take down notes, it helped 
me store and understand lessons easier.

According to a study conducted 
by Psychological Science US, using 
pen and paper instead of gadgets in 
taking notes boosts memory - from 
retaining to understanding concepts.

The psychological scientists 
conducted two experiments. The first 
one tested a group of note-takers 
using pen and paper and another 
using laptops. Both groups were 
given 30 minutes after a lecture to 
review their notes. In the second 
experiment, students were given a 
week to review for another lecture. 

The test contained questions on simple 
facts, concepts, and their applications.

The results showed that on both 
timeframes, students who wrote their 
notes got higher grades than those who 
typed. A part of the instructions before 
proceeding in the experiment was for 
the typists to not “just transcribe” the 
lectures, but the researchers found 
out that most of the typists’ notes are 
verbatim. The handwritten notes, on 
the other hand, contain supporting 
or ‘extra’ details either said by the 
teacher or thought of by the students 
in their group.For the researchers, this 
leads to a lower quality of learning. 
And I agree. It is just different when 
we take notes longhand than typing 
them to gadgets. It goes beyond mere 
recording. It leads us to a higher quality 
of learning because it enables us to 
internalize what we learn from our 
professors. The movements involved 
when handwriting, based on scientific 
studies, leave a motor memory in the 
sensorimotor part of the brain, the 
part responsible for higher mental 
and emotional processes like memory, 
learning, speech, and interpretation 
of sensations. This part also enables 
us to recognize letters and establish 
a connection with what we have read 
or written. Scientists proved that since 
writing by hand demands a longer 
period of time than typing on a keyboard 
or tapping on cellphone screens, 
what we learn will retain more due to 
longer period of exposure to the notes.

So, I would not criticize my 
teachers’ rules and “just write it.”~

Gary opened his Facebook account to 
check on updates. While scanning, he 
saw Garret’s new profile picture with a 
French flag overlay. Knowing about the 
recent terrorist attack on Paris, Gary was 
a little uninformed of the ISIS’ attacks 
in other countries. He didn’t know that 
there were attacks in Lebanon, Syria etc. 
Still, Gary changed his profile picture to 
sympathize with  France. Gerald, Gary’s 
friend, posted negative views about the 
famous profile picture filter. His posts 
mentioned points on the hypocritical 
sympathy to France and special media 
coverage. Gary saw articles and columns 
opposing Facebook’s French flag filter 
option. Many questioned why the 
Syrian and Lebanese flag filter option 
were not present when these countries 
were attacked. Some people also pointed 
out why the media never reported 
bombing attacks in Syria and Lebanon. 
Due to a much heated argument, the 
Paris terrorist attack was not subject for 
selective grief, racism, and special media 
coverage. 

On Selective Grief and Racism
Many viewed that people on social 

media committed selective grief and 
racism. A lot changed their profile 
pictures with the French flag filter option. 
Netizens used the hashtag #PrayForParis 
to sympathize with the French. 
However, a lot of people questioned the 
sudden grief and attention that France 
got from other countries. The problem 
with some people today is that they 
would not proceed to the next step. They 
just keep on arguing about the issue 
without thinking of a solution. It is like 

drinking coffee. Drink it while it’s hot. 
So, let’s not wait for the coffee to become 
cold before we come up with a solution. 
To argue about selective grief and racism 
is not worth our time. Let’s think of 
how the Paris attack made an impact 
to the world and its leaders. Many have 
become aware of ISIS’ power, and how it 
can threaten what little peace left in this 
world. World leaders assured full support 
to France due to the Paris attack. Obama 
agreed to expand intelligence-sharing 
with France as posted on the website 
of Wall Street Journal entitled “World 

Leaders Pledge Strong Response 
to Paris Attacks.” Putin encouraged 
everyone to unite for efforts against 
terrorism. European nations agreed to 
toughen borders to secure safety. Thus, 
the Paris attack created awareness and 
prevention to other nations. It is not 
only about sympathy, but unity in times 
of war. 

Now, to turn tables, what was your 
profile picture when Syria or Lebanon 
was attacked? Did you place a Syrian or 
a Lebanese flag in your picture? Where 
was the hashtag “Pray for Syria” when 
they were bombed? Did you even bother 
posting stuff about Syria before the Paris 
attack?

On Special Media Coverage
Many hypocrite netizens criticized 

the unfair media coverage of Paris. They 
clamored why stories about Paris are 
flooding their newsfeed while stories 
about Syria or Lebanon barely reach 
them. A lot of people also said that the 
media “ignored” the other countries 
terrorized by ISIS long before the Paris 
attack. Well, here’s a Christmas gift for 
all hypocrites. If you have spare time, 
try searching Google News, CNN or 
any other news app on Google Play or 
App Store. Try to search about “ISIS 
Bombings 2015.” You’ll find pages 
of stories about bombings in Syria, 
Lebanon, and the rest of the Middle 
East. A journalist is a writer, not a waiter. 
Journalists write news for the people. 
They don’t deliver news to the people. 
The news is printed on papers or posted 
online for people to access and read. 

The problem of some people is that 
they are not open-minded. They like 
to see things that will make them look 
smart. Hypocrites, they are indeed. They 
propose “stolen ideas” from credible 
sources to prove that the Paris attack 
created selective grief, racism, and special 
media coverage. It gave the world a 
warning of ISIS’ power. France is a 
developed country, but was infiltrated 
by ISIS. The message of this attack is 
already implied. It is not about selective 
grief or racism. But it tries to tell us that 
we should be prepared and be properly 
informed of the events happening 
around us. ~

Giving up is not an option
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THE RIGHT TO TRANSFORM. For the past years, transgender people have been fighting for their rights including anti-discrimination and anti-violence, but 
even now, debates are still ongoing regarding this issue. Here are some cases that helped transcend the rights of the LGBT community.

Jennifer Laude
Many activists say that the 
death of Jennifer Laude, a 
transgender woman, signifies the 
helpless position of transgender 
community in the Philippines. A 
U.S. marine has been accused 
of her killing and her funeral 
has sparked a “National Day 
of Outrage” in the country.

Compiled by: Shane K. Canono via http://time.com/3536215/philippines-transgender-murder-jennifer-laude-lgbt-rights/http://www.buzzfeed.com/katrinamarkel/the-legacy-of-the-boys-dont-cry-hate-crime-20-years-later#.qa3Qy-

PREMONITION
Negrenses march.. from page 1

Brandon Teena
In December 1993, a young transgender 
man was assaulted and murdered in 
Humboldt, Nebraska. Two decades after 
Brandon Teena’s death, his story still 
circulates, especially in discussions about 
rape culture, LGBT youth homelessness, 
and discrimination among transgender 
people. 

Gwen Araujo 
In 2002, the murder of 17-year-
old Gwen Araujo has caught the 
national attention to incidents 
of violence against transgender 
people. Araujo was brutally beaten 
by four men after knowing that she 
was male-assigned at birth.

SU hosts.. from page 1

Rita Hester 
In her own apartment, a 
transgender woman named 
Rita Hester was brutally 
stabbed at least 20 times in 
the chest. The police found 
her body on Nov. 28, 1998 
and her death impelled the 
community members to uphold 
a candlelight vigil and march in 
Allston that December.

geothermal expansion project of 
Energy Development Company.

To support for a strong and 
fair global c limate agreement, 
cities around the Philippines 

held a week of c limate justice 
marches, which is part of 
all mobilizations across 
the world led by Paris.~

specialty and capabilities of the 
mentor. Reyes, who owns a web 
company in Manila and represents 
Mozilla in the Philippines, has been 
a mentor in about eight Startup 
Weekend events in the country.

“Startup weekend is a springboard 
for the teams to find future 
mentors to polish their idea 
into a real business,” Reyes said.

Reyes added that the event 
is where ideas can be polished 
because it is where participants 
can encounter questions that 
future investors might ask them.

“What happens is that, you have 
an idea, but how can you turn that 
idea into a business, a money-making 
machine? So, you need an event like 
[Startup Weekend].” Said Reyes.

The aim of Startup Weekend, 
said Reyes, is to find brilliant ideas 
that can be turned into businesses.

“Events like this are avenues for 
students and young professionals 
to tell us about their great idea,” 

said Frederick Amores, director 
for Department of Science and 
Techonology-Information and 
Communications Technology Office 
(DOST-ICTO) Visayas Cluster 1.

In DOST-ICTO, Amores said 
that it is part of their program to 
develop ‘technopreneurship,’ which 
is the part of entrepreneurship 
that uses technology.

As one of the judges in Startup 
Weekend Dumaguete, Amores said, 
“We want to change the mindset 
that when you go after college, 
there’s only work. Entrepreneurship 
is an option. You don’t have to 
be rich to be an entrepreneur.”

Meanwhile, Danah Fortunato, 
executive director of ICT 
Association of Negros Oriental and 
Dumaguete, said that they want to 
have a startup community in city.

“It’s a way for people to network, 
discover likeminded people who are 
able to complement you…your skills, 
talents…to test out ideas, [and] find 

other people who can co-found a 
startup with you,” said Fortunato.

On the last day of the event, a team 
won first prize in Startup Weekend for 
their business model called “PairED.”

PairED is a system that will 
match the expertise and rates of 
tutors with the needs and budget of 
students who want tutorial services.

Ever John Laingo, member of Team 
PairED and a nursing instructor at St. 
Paul University Dumaguete, said: “We 
also match preferences, and if they 
want online or face-to-face [tutorial], 
then we will match their location.”

Laingo is a nursing instructor 
at St. Paul University Dumaguete.

Dave Marcial, dean of the SU 
College of Computer Studies, 
said that the Startup Weekend is 
a good training ground for what 
students learn in the classrooms.

“We believe that’s one way 
also of training our students 
to think innovatively, not just 
simply academic,” said Marcial.~

By: Rhobie A. Ruaya                                                   

THE SILLIMAN UNIVERSITY 
(SU) Cultural Affairs Committee 
and the College of Performing and 
Visual Arts (COPVA) brought 
“Meditation,” a violin concert 
featuring Rio Miyanaga, last 
Nov. 28 at the Luce Auditorium.

Miyanaga, 24, started playing 
the violin at the age of four. 
Through the years, she has had 
several musical engagements 
and became a freelance violinist 
after she graduated as a 
violin major at the Kunitachi 
College of Music in Tokyo.

Miyanaga arrived last August in 
SU from Yokohama City, Japan. 
She now teaches violin at COPVA 
while she works with concert 
orchestras, musicals, operas. She 
also gives private violin lessons.

Moreover, Miyanaga is a member 
of the Music Unites the World 
Orchestra, a group that gives free 
concerts and music workshops 
to children in the Philippines. 

Miyanaga said that she 
continues to play music 
and the violin “to express.”

“Through music and 
playing the violin, I can 
encourage and make other 
people happy,” Miyanaga said.

Diomar Abrio, chair of the 
Cultural Affairs Committee 

and Cultural officer, said that 
the Loboc Children’s Choir 
declined their invitation for 
them to perform in SU, so 
for a span of two weeks, the 
concert of Miyanaga only had 
a short period of preparation.

“The university is very lucky to 
have Ms. Miyanaga,” Abrio added. 

The concert included different 
concert pieces and Original 
Pinoy Music compositions, 
including “Czardas” by Vittorio 
Monti and “Gaano Ko Ikaw 
Kamahal” by Ernani Cuenco.

The concert also included a 
Japanese song titled “Hana Wa 
Saku” (Flowers Will Bloom) by 
Yoko Kanno. It was composed 
for the victims of the tsunami 
that hit Japan last March 2011.

Towards the end of show, 
Miyanaga shared to the 
audience that her favorite 
song in the show was Jounetsu 
Tairiku by Taro Hakase, a piece 
made as a theme song for a 
television program in Japan. 

Isabel Dimaya-Vista (Piano), 
SU Orchestra Sin Arco with 
director Mathilda Limbaga Erojo, 
Henrix Paul Tubil (Guitar), and 
Sher Ann Ablay (Octavina) from 
COPVA assisted in the concert.

The event was also co-
presented by Philippine Airlines 
and Coco Grande Hotel.~

Young violinist teacher 
performs at Luce

By Paulynne Joyce R. dela Cruz                

student Lurlyn Mae Carmona won 
‘Best Director’ for her film titled 
“Faeries” last Nov. 28 at Lutas 2015: 
Negros Oriental Film Fesitval. 

Faeries, the entry submitted 
by Carmona to the film festival, 
is a fantasy-drama short film 
about learning to set loved 
ones free. The film stars Karla 
Longjas and Luzl Maragañas 
and was edited by Xteve Abanto.

Aside from Lutas, Faeries was 
also Carmona’s entry to the first 
Silliman Film Open, where it 
won Special Juror’s Award and 
Best Screen Play and UPelikula, 
a film festival of University 
of the Philippines – Cebu. 

“I feel really blessed that my 
story has reached and perhaps 

touched so many lives. I think 
that ’s what every filmmaker just 
wants to achieve,” said Carmona.

The film festival aims to 
showcase film productions in the 
province and promote the culture 
of Negros Oriental through films.

James Kho, project coordinator 
of Lutas, said that it is a film festival 
organized to encourage filmmakers 
in Negros Oriental to promote 
and preserve the film culture.

The submitted film entries 
included a collaboration of 
Negros Oriental State University, 
Foundation University (FU), 
and Silliman University. 
There were also individual 
films from the same schools.

Lutas was created by FU and 
has partnered with the National 
Commission of Culture and the 
Arts for two years since it opened.~

Sillimanian wins Best 
Director in Lutas film festival

SENIOR MASS 
COMMUNICATION

PEOPLE'S CLIMATE MARCH. various sectors from Dumaguete marched 
around the city to rally against climate change last Nov. 29. Photo by cheri 
lian Ansale

SERENE. Rio Miyanaga performs in a concert titled “Meditation” last Nov. 28 
at the Luce Auditorium. PHOTO BY Santia Onnycha Ursabia

BRING ME 
RIDDLE!
“I’m round, I 

face the ground, 
I carry you to 

places you want  
but be careful, 
not the spikes 

because I’m 
supported by my 

braces.”

“What am I?”

Bring me to the 
Weekly Sillimanian 
office to claim your 
reward on or before 

Friday.

http://time.com/3536215/philippines-transgender-murder-jennifer-laude-lgbt-rights/
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