
THE WAY TO LIFE. Mark Augusto, the Minister for Students and Campus Chaplaincy, gave his sermon “Journeying with Christ through Baptism” during the afternoon service that marks the 
start of the University Christian Emphasis Month last Jan. 10 at Silliman Church. PHOTO BY Santia Onnycha Ursabia
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CHED grants 4 courses as Centers of Excellence, Development
By Paulynne Joyce R. dela Cruz                                  

THE COMMISSION ON 
HIGHER EDUCATION (CHED) 
recognized Silliman University’s 
Nursing and Information 
Technology courses as Centers of 
Excellence (COE) and Medical 
Technology and Biology courses as 
Centers of Development (COD).

According to Republic Act 

7722 or the Higher Education 
Act of 1994, a COE is a higher 
educational institution, both 
public and private, that excel in the 
areas of instruction, research, and 
extension of their particular fields. 

Meanwhile, COD are educational 
disciplines that have improved over 
the course of the previous year to 
“provide institutional leadership 
in all aspects of development 

in specific areas of discipline.”
COE and COD are selected 

based on three general 
criteria: instructional quality, 
research and publication, and 
institutional qualifications.

There are only six Nursing 
COEs among more than 300 
institutions in the Philippines.

“We really worked very hard in 
order for us to comply with the 

requirements,” said Evalyn Abalos, 
dean of the College of Nursing.

Abalos added that getting the 
recognition from CHED is not just 
a work of one but a collective effort 
of the whole Silliman community.

Meanwhile, Dave Marcial, dean 
of the College of Computer Studies, 
said that he finds it as a ‘challenge’ 
to implement and maintain 
the attributes of being a COE 

in the country, like continually 
updating facilities, producing 
competent graduates, conducting 
research activities, among others.

Meanwhile, Biology Department 
Head Robert Guinoo said that one 
of the reasons why the COD was 
granted to the Biology Department 
was the faculty members. He said 
that 46 percent of the faculty have 

By Ray Chen S. Bahinting          

THE SILLIMAN 
UNIVERSITY STUDENT 
GOVERNMENT (SUSG) 
Finance Committee Chairperson 
Joyce May Pino submitted an 
affidavit of loss to the Business 
and Finance office after she lost 
last semester’s partial liquidation.

The liquidation, which 
included the receipts of expenses 
during the Hibalag celebration, 
amounted to Php 57, 992.

Pino, a senior accountancy 
student, said that it was on 
Dec. 6 when she last got 
hold of the liquidation forms.

“Basta akong gipa-photocopy tung 

[liquidations] sa Total Copy Center. 
I went to CBA lobby [to rest for a 
while] then decided to go home,” 
Pino said. (I photocopied the 
liquidations at Total Copy Center.)

Pino said that the liquidation 
reports and the photocopies were 
placed in a black, zippered envelope.

She found out that the 
liquidation forms were missing 
last Dec. 14, the same day she 
was supposed to pass them to 
the Business and Finance office.

Pino also said that they 
informed the public about the 
missing envelope through radio 
announcements and posters but 
nobody responded. She also tried 

looking for the envelope at her house 
and tracing the franchise number 
of the pedicab she rode during 
the day she last had the envelope.

Pino informed the SUSG 
Committee on Audit Chairperson 
Keemmah Kitane about losing 
the liquidation. She then 
consulted an adviser on how 
to make an affidavit of loss.

The liquidations and financial 
statements of last semester 
were already audited by Kitane.

“Although audited na to siya 
ni Keemmah, the Business and 
Finance is very particular with 
receipts [because] they want to 
ensure that all the money has 

SUSG Finance Committee to look 
for liquidation worth Php 57k 

continue to page 4...

By Leslie J. Batallones                             

SILLIMAN UNIVERSITY 
INKED an agreement with 
First Solar Orion (FSO) Energy 
Solutions, Inc., a Filipino-
American company, to install 
a 1.2-megawatt solar project 
that will reduce the use of 
carbon energy of the university.

SU President Ben Malayang 
signed the project agreement with 
FSO President Reynor Jamandre 
last Dec. 18 at the SU Boardroom.

According to Malayang, the 
project is Silliman’s immediate 
response to the global call to 
reduce the use of fossil fuels.  
Vulnerable countries, like 
the Philippines, have seized 
political efforts to support the 
climate change deal in Paris. 

Jamandre said that the clean 
energy coming from solar panels 
will replace the carbon emitted by 
around 240 cars used daily for a year.

The solar power generates 
clean energy that is expected 
to reduce the carbon footprint 

of SU by as much as 98 percent.  
FSO will build and maintain 

the solar panels on the 62-hectare 
campus that will last 25 to 40 
years. These are also strong 
enough to withstand typhoons. 

Buildings and Grounds 
Superintendent Edgar Ygnalaga 
said that the university 
has ‘sufficient ’ space and 
roofs for the solar panels. 

In an interview, Jamandre said 
that FSO has chosen Silliman 
as the recipient of the 100 
million solar deal because of its 
commitment to environmental 
protection. He described the 
project as the biggest solar-
energized campus in Asia.

The university will not 
spend for the project.

Jamandre also pledged to 
provide free solar energy to 240 
poor Silliman families for them 
to have free solar lighting. The 
1.2 megawatts of solar-based 
energy will also supply the power 

Solar project to reduce 
SU carbon footprint

By Rhobie A. Ruaya                           

DUE TO THE resignation 
of Speaker of the House Rep. 
Ebenezer Daryl Manzano, 
the new Student Government 
Assembly Speaker of the House 
is Rep. Kimberly Flores from the 
College of Arts and Sciences. 

Manzano, in his letter of 
resignation sent to the assembly, 
said that there were “circumstances 
that have changed that hindered 
his service to the Student 
Government.” His resignation was 
officially approved by the assembly.

When asked regarding the 
circumstances, he said in a text 
message that he “doesn’t want to 
comment on the change anymore, 
since it happened last year.”

During the assembly’s meeting 

last Dec. 6, Rep. Christdell Ragay 
nominated Rep. Flores, who was 
also Majority Floor Leader, to the 
position of Speaker of the House.

Without any other nominees, 
Rep. Flores won unanimously. 

Stated on Sec. 6 of the 
Silliman University Student 
Government Constitution, “in 
case of vacancy in the Student 
Assembly, it shall be filled by the 
qualified candidate who garnered 
the highest number of votes.” 

“Everything we do in the 
assembly follows the constitution,” 
Rep. Flores said. She added that 
when a speaker or representative 
resigns, they will first have to send 
a letter to the assembly and right 
after that the acceptance of the 
resignation will be put into question 
and if accepted, it will be adopted.

Representatives who had 
previous resignations to their 
positions in the assembly are Rep. 
Paul Gilbert Ananayo as secretary, 
Rep. Aia Katrina Nicole Dayao also 
as secretary, and Rep. Charmaine 
Malata as assistant secretary.

Rep. Angielene Kilat also 
resigned as representative of the 
College of Engineering and Design 
and Rep. Manzano resigned as 
representative of the College of Law.

Rep. Cedrick Louis Antiquina 
is the assembly’s speaker pro 
tempore. Rep. Carissa Araco is 
the secretary, Rep. Dara Tanato 
is the asst. secretary, and Rep. 
Janina Blacano is the treasurer.

Meanwhile, Rep. Gil 
Buenavista is the minority floor 
leader. Rep. Joy Lacuña is the 
new majority floor leader.~

SG Assembly Speaker of the House resigns

OUTSTANDING. Amyrrha M. Estolloso, a senior education student major in English at 
Silliman University, was named this year’s Most Outstanding Jose Rizal Model Student of 
the Philippines last Dec. 29 at Luneta Park, Manila. PHOTO FROM http://www.su.edu.ph
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sillimaniansspeak
Compiled by Lizbeth Mae  B. Andaya 

“What are your expectations for the 
Weekly Sillimanian this year?” 

“Publish relevant issues (school, environment, social, political, world).” 
Ruby Briones, Bachelor of Science in Management I 

“More infos and updates (like sports, economic issues, etc., course-related issues). Less criti-
cisms. More issues. Great job! Padayon.” 
Kevin Cabatuan, Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering II 
 

“To be the bearers of transparency and accountability.” 
Edcarl Cagandahan, Bachelor of Arts in Political Science IV 
 

“To be more interesting.”
Alyssa Otodera, Bachelor of Science in MAPED III

“More informative and thought-provoking stories.” 
Alab Gatinao, Bachelor of Science in Nursing I

Next issue’s Question:

“What hinders people from voicing out their concerns
 to authorities? ”

For your answers, just text the Circulation Manager (09068874424).  indicate your full name (with 

middle initial), course and year. 

Eric Gerard D. Ruiz

Tarantado, 
asintado

Bringing dead
Lines to Life

Andrea D. Lim

I was once with a friend in a quaint 
café near campus. It was a late 
Saturday afternoon of July, and it 
was my usual time of either editing 
news articles or writing an editorial 
piece. The sauce of the spaghetti I 
ordered, unfortunately, tasted like it 
was ‘burnt’. The pasta was overcooked, 
adding to my frustrations of finding 
it difficult to beat some deadlines.

My friend asked for some spaghetti. 
He then watched me finish my food. 
Confused, he asked me why I did so 
when I knew it tasted odd. Without 
waiting for my reply, he called the 
owner of the place, who was also our 
mutual friend, to tell him the food 
they served me was overcooked. He 
understood how much I did not like 
additional stress at that time, but 
he said: “Next time, do something 
like telling them what’s wrong for 
them to know what to improve.”

I could give a cliché argument that 
we do not give constructive criticisms 
when necessary; we Filipinos are 
generally perceived as people who 
seldom complain and continually 
choose to endure injustices instead. 

However, I do not agree with that 
belief anymore. With only one scroll 
down on my Facebook feed, I could  
view various posts from people 
who express disappointment (and 
even angst) towards other people, 
organizations, and government. 
Filipinos are actually starting to break 
free from silently enduring injustices.

Sillimanians are closer examples. 
Information, like campus affairs, 
updates, and happenings are now 

more accessible due to technological 
advancement. We either talk 
about our inspiring and frustrating 
experiences as students to close friends 
or confidants or post these online.

But if I were to sort of “echo” what 
my friend advised me, I would revise 
it some more for it to fit our current 
times more: We have to choose our 
ways and avenues well when we express 

our complaints if we want these to 
be addressed properly. We know 
we have to bring up our grievances, 
but we do not do it appropriately.

Sometimes, word of mouth or 
Facebook and Twitter patama posts 
(with a lot of ad hominem at times) 
are not enough. Instead of gossiping 
about someone’s wrongdoings to 
friends, we can tell that someone  our 
specific concerns directly. Instead of 
just talking about poor services online, 
mismanagement of funds, or wrong 
practices inside the classroom, we can 
write formal letters of complaint and 
address them to those responsible for 
attending to those concerns. Instead 
of writing long posts on social media, 
we can write column articles and 
send them to the Weekly Sillimanian, 
because ideally, it is a school paper 
that publishes various issues.

These suggestions seem easy, 
but I am aware of the factors 
that hinder people to voice out. 
They ‘die’ in the process…~

(To be continued…)

a Well-informed Electorate

By Junelie Anthony Velonta                   

The early morning ushered in a 
parched sea as the breeze blew coldly. 
The sky was dark and the heavy 
clouds were steady. Leaving a lone 
ship stranded by the boulevard, the 
old tide drew back. The bare rocks 
revealed themselves as unrecognizable 
phantoms on an unending stage 
manned by too few actors. Only the 
time changed as the scene rose from 
morning to noon to afternoon. As 
the darkness crept in, another tide 
slowly replaced the long standing old. 
The darkness ripened and the clouds 
vanished, stars twinkled to a rhythm 
only God could comprehend, the old 
tide was gone and the new one took 
over with a newfound strength and 
will. The wind blew stronger and the 
waves hit even harder. A detached 
flower flew through the wind and 
with it was a query. Was it a sign 
of lost hope? Was it the object of a 
broken heart? Or was it the sign of a 
fresh new start?

A new year signals a new set 
of challenges and discoveries. 
Countless adventures wait for all 
of us and more than just numerous 
options wait to be uncovered. This 
new chapter of our lives beacons 
for a new journey to be trekked 
whole year round. To start with, 
watch out for these game changers 
for the upcoming months. 

Just like the ebbing tide, the 
fashion trends this 2016 make way 
for a major flashback. Hairstyles for 
both men and women are predicted 
to go back to the image of the 70’s. 
Accordng to American new station 
ABC News, old school is the new 
cool with a load of innovative 
adjustments that fit to the active 
2016 lifestyle. The Flatform is one 
of the first must-have items for all 
followers of the new shoe trend. 
Lastly, statement is one of the 

biggest things fashion industry has 
put emphasis into, and what better 
way to do it than expressing your 
feelings through your shirt, hat, 
shoes, and even rings. This year, 
we’re in for a surprise as statement 
takes over bags (backpack shaped 
like Vader’s helm, anyone?), socks, 
and even nails and lipstick. 

Lifestyle in 2016 is even adopting 
a new wave of activities as people 
become more and more active both 
through the internet and through 
social activities according to 
Trendera.com. If in 2015 we asked 
our phones for something (Siri, I’d 
like you to call my friend Cortana), 
this year we will tell our phones to 
DO something for us. Apps like 
MATCHCo lets you customize a 
makeup foundation just by tapping 
your cheek, and Breathometer 
helps detect levels of alcohol 
consumption and even halitosis, or 
just the nasty early-morning bad-
breath. More and more schools 
across the globe are now adapting 
the idea of online classes as fitness 
classes and even academic ones are 
streamed live to many viewers. If 
2015 was about cozying up at home 
or having long cross-country trips 
for leisure, 2016 is all about travel 
for a purpose as more and more 
people are inclined to objective-
based travelling. 

Gadgets are also in for a new 
wave this 2016 as our voices are 
now commands to even everyday 
machines like the stove and the 
washing machine. Many handheld 
devices are now grooving up for 
better cameras as, according to the 
Daily Nation, cameras and point-
and-shoots sprout multiple lenses 
and sensors to improve image 
quality and even “see in 3D”. 4K 
Televisions are now the trend with 
big companies such as Sony, LG, 
and Vizio play star roles. Smart 

technology is now invading into all 
manners of devices allowing them 
to adapt to how people use them 
like responding to voice or gesture. 
Even cars are now equipped with 
smart technology and all those 
buttons in the dashboard may 
be replaced with visual display, 
gesture recognition, and even voice 
recognition. 

Movies are also joining in the 
new tide with remakes, sequels, and 
adaptations.  According to the Den 
of Geek, an adaptation, which goes 
by the title of Story of Your Life, 
of Ted Chiang’s award-winning 
sci-fi short story is among the 
most anticipated movies this year. 
Marvel and DC movies also make 
a grand entrance with the retinue 
of Suicide Squad and Batman vs. 
Superman: Dawn of Justice for DC 
and Deadpool, X-Men Apocalypse, 
Doctor Strange, and Captain 
America: Civil War for Marvel. 
Movie adaptations of games also 
enter 2016 with the influx of 
Assassin’s Creed, Warcraft, and a 
few others. Ghostbusters is also 
going for an all-female remake in 
2016. Martial arts fans rejoice for 
the international release of Ip Man 
3, featuring the origins of legend 
Bruce Lee, and of the 5th Bourne 
movie. And what is 2016 without 
spin-off movies like Fantastic 
Beasts And Where to Find Them 
(my Harry Potter senses are 
tingling) and Star Wars: Rouge 
One. 

Music has adapted to the new 
beat of 2016 as albums and singles 
are released. The currently leading 
album, according to Official 
Charts, is 25 by Adele, followed by 
If I Can Dream by Elvis Presley, 
and Purpose by Justin Bieber. 
As for singles, the top three is 
dominates by Justin Bieber’s Love 
Yourself, Sorry and What Do You 

Mean followed up by Stitches by 
Shawn Mendes and Hello (…is it 
me you’re looking for? Oh wait. 
Wrong song.) by Adele.

The election season 
also has stepped up 
as the Election Day 
dawn nearer each day. 
According to Inquirer, this 
election season may be one of 
the most controversial 
in Philippine 
history. From the 
overflowing number of 
presidential candidates, 
to alien-inspired 
candidates to candidates who 
want all-out war, the range of 
aspiring presidential candidates 
has gone skyrocketing with more 
than a hundred applicants, most 
of which were considered nuisance 
candidates. The tension gets 
even tighter after presidential 
candidates start attacking the 
claims and eligibility of other 
candidates. Right now, most of the 
presidentiables are laying out their 
platforms for a better Philippines 
with Binay going for education, 
prosperity for the whole country 
and service to the poor sector, 
Duterte pursuing law and 
order, federalism, and 
development of 
undeveloped areas 

i n 
V i s a y a s a n d 
M i n d a n a o , Roxas with 
anti-harassment, anti-bullying, 
and Tuwid na Daan, with many 
other platforms which are unlike 
or like the mentioned but by other 
candidates.

The year has just started and 
too many happeningswait with the 
remaining 300+ days. The journey 

has just started and the rest of 
the adventure lies 

undiscovered ahead of us. Make 
those days as wonderful as how 
your dreams meant them to be 
and watch out for all the exciting 
surprises for 2016. ~

A New Year : A New Tide

“There’s nothing more important to 
a democracy than a well-informed 
electorate.” I like that line. It came 
from a well-known television series 
in HBO. In the advent of the 2016 
Philippine elections, people will 
again choose another leader. Political 
candidates will again spend millions 
of pesos to buy votes, pay trusted men 
to perform dagdag bawas, and many 
more election sabotages. The public 
will again see annoying campaign 
commercials. The radio will again be 
filled with maddening tag lines and 
catch phrases. Politicians will have their 
own motto like Daang Matuwid from 
the President-elect’s slogan. Is this 
the right way to inform this country’s 
electorate? Should the public indulge 
themselves with stupid commercials, 
slogans, and posters? In fact, these 
campaign materials do not have what 
the public needs to know. A well-
informed electorate is a prerequisite 
to democracy. What should the public 
know? How can we educate this 
country’s electorate?

The public needs debates, not 
annoying commercials. The media 
should exercise their right to bring up 
the booms and lags of these political 
candidates. What do we need? We 
need questions that will squeeze out 
these candidates. We need to know 
their consistencies. Are these politicians 
consistent with their platforms? As 
voters, we need the help of an unbiased 
media to give us the hint of who to vote 

and not to vote. The public should not 
be blinded by “ambitious” platforms 
like, for example, solving crimes in 
this country by means of extrajudicial 
killings. Through debates, the public 
should be able to segregate the perfect 
candidates to sit in public office.

The public should also have access to 
every candidate’s assets and liabilities. 
Mere numbers don’t give a strong 
impression to me. As a curious citizen, 
I want to know specific properties. I 
want to see detailed disclosures of the 
SALN. However, these will not happen 
until the Freedom of Information 
Bill becomes a law which will oblige 
public officials to publicly disclose the 
following: audited financial statements, 

and budget and expenditure records of 
the respective government agencies; 
the SALN of public officials with 
salary grade 27 and above, pursuant to 
Republic Act No. 6713 or the Code 
of Conduct and Ethical Standards of 
Public Officials and Employees; and 
monthly income, including allowances 
and sources of income, of all public 
officials with salary grade 27 and above.

In this country, being a well-
informed voter will not change this 
putrid system. One day you may find 

yourself in a precinct, wondering if this 
country will ever have a good leader. 
Here’s real talk. There’s no direct proof 
that you voted for a certain politician. 
The only proof you will have is the 
indelible ink on your finger and your 
voting records. Your name will not 
appear on the ballot, and if that’s the 
case, then neither every politician you 
voted will spare the time to scan every 
ballot and thank every person who 
voted for them. Even in the university 
level, positions are won mostly because 
of friendship, strong connections, 
strong PR, looks, and fame. Students 
vote a certain candidate because he/she 
is good looking. Students vote a certain 
candidate because he/she is their friend 
or my friend’s friend. To cut the story 
short, elections test friendships and 
loyalties both in national, local, and 
university level.

Should we blame the 333-year 
Hispanic rule for this political 
upbringing? Should we blame the 
people who came before us? Should 
we keep on blaming our brothers and 
sisters in this country? The only enemy 
we have is ourselves. Being a well-
informed voter is a choice, a choice to 
defeat our only enemy. It is the road not 
taken by most travelers. It is the way to 
the dark forest. It is the way to Inferno. 
But, come what may, we can choose. 
Should we let ourselves become 
educated voters? Or should we let the 
old system run like a broken record? 
One vote can change us. Vote wisely.~

M oney is a ver y sensit ive matter and should 
never be taken l ightly. It  is  a responsibil ity 
that one must hold with great precision and 

care. More so when the expenditure is  an amount that 
is  almost double of what a student ’s  average tuit ion  is . 

The recent incident of the lost receipts for the Hibalag 
celebration worth Php57,992 is a concern not only because 
without them, the funds that were used would not  count 
as part of the SUSG’s budget; it would also mean a loss for 
SUSG’s reliability when it comes to handling their funds.

Though paper works such as an 
affidavit of loss can help alleviate 
the loss, it stil l  holds mark of the 
mistake of the misplaced receipts.

However, it is also commendable for the SUSG to own 
up to the mistake of losing receipts. Their transparency on 
the matter has also shown proof of their responsibility to the 
students when it comes to matters concerning their finances.

It is also worth noticing that they have shown a semestral 
financial report outside their office as proof of this accountability.

The Weekly Sillimanian (tWS)  believes that if they were able 
to take into account their own faults and mistakes, they deserve 
a light pat from the public. However, they are stil l  responsible 
for finding those lost receipts and they should never forget their 
responsibilities to the students in proving where all their funds go.

Owning one’s mistake is a trait that leaders must have for it 
shows responsibility. tWS  hopes that this will be a lesson not 
only to the SUSG, but to all organizations in handling their 
budget and reporting them. Transparency is the key when it 
comes to finances. It is where all the spending is seen and the 
Sil liman community would like to see where our funds go. ~
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January may be the month that celebrates a new year but here are quite some out-of-the-blue holidays that this month also 
commemorates.
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RESPONSIBILITIES

SUSG  Finance.. from page 1

Solar project.. from page 1

been accounted for,” Pino said.
When Pino passed the affidavit 

of loss to the Business and Finance 
office, she was asked to retrieve 
the receipts with “best effort.”

June Diputado, head of the 
accounting department of the 
Business and Finance office, said 
that they can accept some receipts 
that are retrieved but they cannot 
verify the accuracy of the liquidation 
if  all the receipts are not submitted.

“Wala mi assurance if [the 
liquidation] is correct or true 
or naa mo’y na-miss out or 
wala,” said Diputado. (We 
don’t have the assurance if the 
liquidation is correct or if you 
have missed out something.)

However, Diputado reminded 
not just the SUSG but all 

organizations to be more mindful 
especially of their receipts and 
liquidations. “Kami, ga-protect 
mi sa inyong funds,” Diputado 
added. (We, at the Business and 
Finance office, protect your funds.)

Diputado said that without 
liquidations, organizations cannot 
transact or have cash advances from 
the Business and Finance office. 
She added that any organization 
shall pass liquidations 15 days 
after the activity is conducted. 

Pino assured that she can retrieve 
some receipts from stores like Cang’s 
Incorporated and Lee Super Plaza 
that have an automated system, 
and acknowledgement receipts 
from the people and organizations 
that donated this week.~

By Jameela I. Mendoza                                  
and Ray Chen S. Bahinting                                      

THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL 
REVENUE (BIR) granted 
Silliman University’s (SU) 
application as a donee institution, 
which includes the right to receive 
donations that will be free of 
or have a reduced Donor’s Tax.

BIR signed SU’s Certificate 
of Registration last Oct. 28.

Before BIR granted SU 
the donee institution status, 
SU was first accredited by 
the Philippine Council for 
NGO Certification (PCNC).

Cleonico Fontelo, the vice 
president for Finance and 

Administration, said that 
PCNC is the one that evaluates 
if the university is qualified 
as a tax-exempt corporation.

The tax exemption granted 
to SU is a reduction or 
elimination of Donor’s Tax for 
those who will donate to SU.

SU qualified on all three 
requirements of the PCNC: first, 
SU is a non-stock, non-profit 
domestic corporation or association 
under Philippine laws; second, it is 
operated exclusively for religious, 
scientific, cultural, educational, or 
social welfare purposes; and third, 
it has operated for more than a year.

Meanwhile, Fontelo said that 
all donations, in cash or in kind 

and regardless of the amount, are 
included in the tax exemption.

“There is no mention of 
the amount [that can be 
exempted], minimum or 
maximum,” Fontelo added.

Fontelo said that donations for 
SU scholarship funds, buildings, 
community and extension programs, 
and other projects of the university.

The tax exemption, according 
to Fontelo, is important because 
“the tax [that donors could] have 
paid can be used by the university 
to enhance the donation.”

The Certificate of 
Registration of SU will be 
valid until Aug. 28, 2020.~

BIR approves SU Donor’s Tax exemption

By Jameela I. Mendoza                              

OUT OF 680 applicants from top 
universities and colleges nationwide, 
Genin Raya Amiscaray, Cedrick 
Louis Antiquina, and Nikko 
Paulo Calledo made it to the final 
81 delegates of the Ayala Young 
Leaders Congress (AYLC) 2016.

AYLC is a youth leadership 
summit that will start on Feb. 9 
to 12. The congress will feature 
talks, panel discussions, outdoor 
challenge activities, and workshop 
group discussions. Delegates 
will interact with leaders from 
the government, civil society, 
business, media, and the arts.

Antiquina, a third year medical 
technology student, said that 
AYLC is designed to help the 
youth appreciate their skills 
in and passion for leadership.

Meanwhile, Calledo, a third year 
management major, said that AYLC 
is about nationalism and patriotism.

“AYLC is Ayala’s way of 
trying to make sure that the 
Philippines wouldn’t run out of 
youth leaders who are driven for 
nation building,” said Calledo.

AYLC opened for applicants 
last September. Nominees were 

chosen in Silliman University 
(SU) to fill out nomination forms 
which were then screened by 
the Student Organizations and 
Activities Division (SOAD).

“If I’m not mistaken, it was 
around September when I was 
notified by SOAD that I was one 
of the nominees for Silliman for 
AYLC 2016,” said Amiscaray, 
a third year economics major.

After the application forms 
for AYLC were submitted and 
two screenings, 10 students from 
SU were chosen to go Makati 
City at Ayala Tower One for the 
panel interview last December.

“Ten nominees from SU 
were sent to Ayala,” said 
Calledo. He added that the 
Ayala Group paid for their trip.

Calledo wanted to apply for 
AYLC because being a delegate has 
been his “dream since first year.”

“A lot of the upper class people 
told me if you’re a student leader, 
Ayala legitimizes everything… 
When I was interviewed [in 
Manila], [I was asked,] ‘What, for 
you, is AYLC?’ ana jud ko, ‘Ayala, 
for me, legitimizes what I did 
for the past years,’” said Calledo.

For Amiscaray, being a part of 

AYLC was also one of her dreams. 
“I’m ready to put my best foot 

forward and to create memories 
I know I will remember for life 
once I’m already there in the 
congress itself,” added Amiscaray.

Meanwhile, Antiquina said 
that AYLC will give him the 
opportunity to learn more than 
what is taught within the classroom.

“AYLC has this noble 
intention to empower the youth 
and make them catalysts of 
development and improvement 
in the society,” said Antiquina.

Antiquina is one of the 
representatives in the Student 
Government (SG) assembly and 
chairperson of the SUSG Social 
Services Committee. He is also 
the president of Sigma Upsilon-
Upsilon Lambda Fraternity/
Sorority and external vice-
president of Ang Sandigan.

Amiscaray, on the other hand, 
is the president of Silliman 
Economics Society and Ang 
Sandigan. She is also a senior 
campus ambassador at the SU 
Corps of Campus Ambassadors.

Calledo is the vice-president 
of the SUSG and chairperson of 
the Environmental Committee.~

3 Sillimanians to attend Ayala leadership camp  

BRING ME RIDDLE
Melt Me
Stick Me

You can bend me
See through me
But never forget

I’m used to keep things 
together

Sometimes, if too much, 
forever

Find me and bring me to the Weekly Sillimanian (tws) 
office within the week to claim your prize.

Get Organized Month
Since 2005, getting organized  has been 
celebrated every January to increase the 
importance of being organized. This celebration 
encourages people to get a fresh start of the 
new year by getting organized all thanks to the 
National Association of Professional Organizers. 

Oatmeal Month
The new year always calls for a healthy 
start and what better way to do so than 
to have oatmeal for breakfast! The month 
of January celebrates oats as it is a simple, 
nutritious, and delicious meal that can get 
our Christmas bodies back on track. 

Be Kind To Food Servers Month
January also reminds us to treat our servers 
right exactly like how we normally should simply 
because they’re people too. Thus, the next time 
you eat out, make sure to enjoy your food and say 
thank you by tipping your server —  hopefully not 
only for this month but also for the rest of always.

needed by the SU Medical Center. 
With the solar power, SU will 

save 20 per centavo less kilowatt 
hour than what it is paying 
to Negros Oriental Electric 
Cooperative (NORECO) II. 

For the last two years, Silliman 
has worked with Department 
of Energy (DOE) in providing 
solar cells in homes in remote 

barangays in the southern 
part of Negros Oriental. 

SU is one of the 35 Affiliated 
Renewable Energy Centers 
(AREC) in the country 
affiliated by the DOE.  

With notes from su.edu.ph and 
The Philippine Star~

doctorate degrees while 54 percent 
have master’s degrees in science.

Guinoo added that the department 
has four laboratories out of the seven 
required laboratories by CHED.

“During that interview, 
we were evaluated based on 
our laboratories, our faculty 
line-up, and developmental 
plans,” said Guinoo.~

CHED grants.. from page 1
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