
CULTURAL HERITAGE. Sillimanians witness the various Manobo rituals, which are inspired by the hawk, in the “Tales of the Manobo” featuring the Talahari indigenous band last Jan. 23 at 
Luce Auditorium. PHOTO BY Babe Jocelie Isaga
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SUSG Finance Com submits 98% of partial liquidation
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By Andrea D. Lim, Ray Chen S. 
Bahinting, Rhobie Ruaya                        

(SUSG) Finance Committee Chair 
Joyce Mae Pino submitted the receipts 
she was able to retrieve last Jan. 25 to the 
Business and Finance office to support the 
affidavit of loss of the partial liquidation 
submitted by the Finance Committee.

After Pino lost the partial liquidation 
of SUSG expenses worth Php 
57,992 last Dec. 11, the Business and 
Finance office asked Pino to look 
for the receipts with her “best effort.”

“As of [Jan. 21], ang tanan namong 

nakuha is about 98 percent na,” Pino said. 
Only Php 921 or 2 percent of the lost 

receipts cannot be retrieved anymore.
Pino said that most of the lost receipts like 

sponsorship receipt from Silliman Junior 
Business Executives for the Silliman Idol 
were “acknowledgment receipts,” which 
was why it was ‘easy’ for them to retrieve 
the receipts amounting to Php 57,000. 

The remaining receipts from 
Staplesquare, Lee Super Plaza, BM 
Bakeshop, and Sta. Teresa Restaurant 
cannot be retrieved anymore.

According to Pino, Lee Super 
Plaza cannot provide an original copy 
of the receipts anymore since the 
transaction happened last August 2015. 
Staplesquare also cannot provide a copy 

of the original receipts since the receipts 
were given to the store’s bookkeeper.

Pino said that an incident report and 
narration of the efforts made by the 
Finance Committee was also submitted.

Meanwhile, Pino admits her mistake 
and apologized for what happened.

Pino said: “I tried my best to do my 
job as the [Finance Committee chair] 
and treasurer of the SUSG. Even 
though naay times nga it’s really hard 
if people don’t cooperate, but we are 
trying our best nga ma-okay among job.”

Meanwhile, Lucille Lopez, accounting 
staff of the Business and Finance 
office, said that the office does not 
easily accept affidavits of loss because 
they need to see proof of what was lost.

“Pwede man gud nga mupahimo 
ug affidavit [of loss] kay basin naay 
gipangtaguan nga expenses. So karon, at least 
makita nga nawala jud siya,” said Lopez.

Lopez added that the receipts 
that cannot be retrieved must be 
narrated in an incident report;   an 
affidavit of loss will not be enough.

Meanwhile, Rep. Renz Macion from 
the College of Mass Communication said: 
“Aligned with the SUSG’s pledge of serving 
the student body by all means possible, 
our duty is to ensure that all operations 
undertaken by the SUSG are done with 
full transparency and accountability.”

Macion commended Pino for her 
‘urgency’ in retrieving the receipts.

“But still, the students deserve 

a 100 percent liquidation, not 99 
percent or 98 percent,” Macion added.

The committee will submit an 
incident report with the retrieved 
receipts, narrating all their efforts in 
retrieving the lost receipts and to be 
signed by the Committee on Finance, 
the Committee on Audit chairperson, 
the SUSG president, and their adviser.

Remaining unliquidated receipts
Speaker of the House Kimberly 

Flores called for a special meeting of the 
Silliman University Student Government 
(SUSG) assembly last Jan. 21 to discuss 
remaining issues regarding financial 
matters as she had already set 11:59 a.m. 
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By Paulynne Joyce R. dela Cruz

(SUSG) Committee on 
Elections (COMELEC) added 
policies on online campaigning, 
meeting de avance, and ballot 
distribution to improve the system 
of SUSG elections this year. 

SUSG COMELEC Chairperson 
Roselle Erames said that they 
will finish making the Rules and 
Regulations for the elections with the 
approved budget of Php 25,000 as 
early as the third week of January 2016.

“We are just waiting for [the budget] 
to be released so we can push through 
with the rest of our plans,” Erames said.

One of the policies they have 
added for this year’s elections is 
online campaigning, which is in 
Article III Section 3 of the Rules 
and Regulations for the Conduct of 
the Feb. 24, 2016 SUSG Elections.

The online campaigning policy 
allows political candidates to 
use social media to post their 
campaign programs and platforms.

Aside from online campaigning, 
COMELEC also planned that 
the meeting de avance on Feb. 
22 will be held earlier in the 
afternoon, since it usually starts 
and ends late in the past years.

In the meeting de avance, each 
political candidate shall be given 3-5 
minutes to speak about their platforms 

as provided in Article IV Section 
4 of the Rules and Regulations.

“The order in which a candidate 
shall speak will be determined 
by the COMELEC and not by 
raffle anymore for expediency 
purposes,” Erames said.

On the day of the elections, 
Erames said that the COMELEC 
will also improve the ballots 
for the students’ convenience 
and to save time and money.

“The students should expect an 
expedient and economical election 
this year. The COMELEC will try 
its best to reach a great majority of 
the student population so that a lot 

SUSG COMELEC to improve 2016 elections
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By Rhobie A. Ruaya                        

THE SILLIMAN UNIVERSITY 
(SU) Cultural Affairs Committee 
(CAC), in cooperation with the 
production of Ulahingan, brought 
“Tales of the Manobo,” a short concert 
featuring the Talahari indigenous 
band last Jan. 23 at the Claire 
Isabel McGill Luce Auditorium.

The concert featured 11 Manobo 
natives from Pantalan, Maramag 
Bukidnon who performed 
their ethnic songs and dances.

There were eight songs and six dances 
performed. Diomar Abrio, chair of 
the Cultural Affairs Committee, 
explained that “their stage back in 
Bukidnon is just the yuta (ground)” 
and that they did not have any 
program distributed for the audience.

“Sila ra mu-explain sa ilahang 

traditional songs and dances. 
Their performance is truly original 
and not staged,” said Abrio.

Crismer Buntan, former cluster 
head of National Commission for 
Culture and the Arts (NCCA)  and 
the eldest member of the performing 
group said that their tribe is 
thankful to the university for 
choosing Lumads to perform out of 
seven tribes existing in Bukidnon.

“Among gipasalamatan ang Silliman 
University kauban sa staff ug sa 
president. Naglaon mi nga ‘dli lang 
kay karon lang mi ma-invite, naa pay 
sunod na mga panahon,” he added. 

The members of the performing 
group, aside from the members 
of the Talahari Indigenous Band 
and a nine-year old girl, were 
composed of students from School 

Living Tradition (SLT) High 
School for Lumads in Bukidnon. 

Buntan said that to preserve 
their tradition, their dances and 
songs are practiced in school. 

The Talahari Indigenous 
Band started in 2001 and 
is supported by the NCCA.

Ulahingan
Abrio said that CAC is having 

a project called “Ulahingan” and 
that they will be making a local 
production of a show titled “The 
Saliling Tale”  this March. They 
invited the Manobo tribe to conduct 
a workshop for the cast of Ulahingan.   

Abrio also said that it is a project of 
the United Board for Christian Higher 
Education to put up a production.

“We went to Bukidnon last summer 

Manobo Tribe shares their culture in SU
By Leslie J. Batallones                                    

feature performances of top ten entries and 
previous winners for its 25th anniversary 

this Feb. 12 at the Luce Auditorium. 
Herman Glenn Magdura, head 

of VSC, said that some of the 
previous winners of VSC will be 
invited to perform on the anniversary. 

Magdura clarified that the proposed 
concert for all the previous winners 
will not push through due to the 
missing recordings and data of winners. 

 VSC is an activity that 
recognizes the musical talents from 
other colleges in the university. 

The competition is organized by 
the Silliman University Cultural 
Affairs Committee and COPVA 
to celebrate Valentine’s Day 
through different genre of songs. 

On this year’s finalists, Magdura said: 
“The batch knows what they want to do 
with their songs. They’re eager to win.” 

Moreover, song arrangers from 
COPVA will supervise the composers. 

Winners will receive certificates, 
trophies, and cash prizes.

Out of 22 entries, the finalists 
chosen last Jan. 6 are the following:

1. Title: What Matters
Composer: Rojan Max
Lyricist: Lyndrhea Bagaboyboy

2. Title: From A Distance
Composer: Carlisle Caroro
Lyricist: Carlisle Caroro & 
Jemer Vince Maghilum

3. Title: M.U. (Maytag Uyab)
Composer: Reynaldo “Dos” 
Malazarte & Fidel Francia Jr.

4. Title: I Like You
Composer: Amyrrha & Millie 
Ann Estolloso

VSC to celebrate 25th anniversary

CALL TO ACTION. silliman university student (susG) representatives meet for 
an emergency meeting set by speaker of the house Kimberly Flores to discuss 
sG matters like financial issues last jan. 21 at oriental hall. Photo By santia 
onnycha ursabia

THE ANNUAL VALENTINE 
SONGWRITING 
COMPETITION (VSC) will
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Compiled by Lizbeth Mae  B. Andaya 

“What qualities do you want the next 
SU president to possess?” 

“just, Firm, assertive, and a visionary.”
Ruhel Jon Besinga, Bachelor of Science in Psychology  III 
 
“Loyal, and possesses good leadership skills.”
Vince Audrie M. Fabillar, Bachelor of Fine Arts in Painting  I

“The next SU President should possess great leadership skills that would not only create but 
eventually develop a significant bond between the students and the administration. It is for 
the purpose of making them knowledgeable about the day-to-day affairs we make. And most 
importantly, it will give the students the opportunity to voice out their concerns and vice-versa.”
Jesser Gale Pinote, Bachelor of Science in Marine Biology  III

The kind of person who sees urgency of everyone’s needs and complaints. A person who 
embodies the motto of Silliman University: “Via, Veritas, Vita”.
Sean Caballes, Bachelor of Science in Psychology III

Next issue’s Question:

“has the susG this year catered to the student’s 
opinions and concerns? Why or why not?”

For your answers, just text the Circulation Manager (09068874424).  indicate your full name (with 

middle initial), course and year. 

Shane Marie K. Canono

The mysterious 
mask

The astromech

Jayson D. Semetara

It’s that time of the year: billboards 
are going up, rallies are gathering 
the masses, and parties are forming 
to divide the issues. Yes, it is voting 
season. Politicians talk about fixing 
the country and luring civilians to 
vote for them, so they can get the job 
done. Touchy subjects such as same 
sex marriage, capital punishment, 
and even faster internet are being 
promised by these said candidates 
to make the country better.

Voting season is also happening 
here on campus. Students from the 
various colleges are prepping to 
run for office to get a spot in our 
student government, so they can 
sit in that cozy office in Oriental 
Hall. But what are they running for 
really? Why do they want to hold a 
position for our government? Who 
really benefits? Looking back at 
previous administrations, it seems 
that most of the candidates say they 
only held these positions so that 
they have something to note down 
in their yearbooks and resumes. 
Sure there were parties, raves and 
popular guests coming during 
Hibalag, but what about other 
issues that needed to be fixed? Such 
as the issues with organizations on 

campus being forced to go to events 
or not be able to register for classes 
unless they pay for fines? How 
about having to force out events 
from orgs or cleaning issues that 
are happening across campus? Will 
our elected candidates take care 

of these issues in the near future?
I recall this year during the 

USPEAK lectures that a survey 
about what to do with organizations 
across campus was taken and passed 
around during the lectures. When 
I turned my survey in at the end 
of the lecture, the person taking 
care of it didn’t know what to do 
with it, and just tossed it aside, 
as if my opinions didn’t matter, 
and I do know that they were 
part of the Student Government. 
Do these elected officials actually 
care about the student’s opinions 
and concerns? Or are they there 
for another notch of recognition 
under their photo in the yearbook? 

What really happened to that 
survey? No news came out about it.

I also recall another incident 
where an officer scheduled a 
meeting then couldn’t make it. Yes 
we are all students, but holding a 
position of authority and taking 
care of those needs are part of the 
job and responsibility. If you can’t 
even handle that, then do not bother 
running and let those who can 
handle the problems and situations 
run for these positions. Far too 
many people drop or disappear 
mid-way through their term as 
well. Stop forcing yourself for that 
notch recognition. Let those who 
can handle and help do the job. 

For the voters, know who will 
really get the job done. Don’t just 
rally for friends to win so that you can 
also join in that comfy room at OH 
and  do nothing. In fact, when you 
just vote for benefits, that’s a form 
of corruption so let’s not practice 
that. Vote for the most qualified to 
hold these positions and are able to 
get the job done quickly. Vote for 
someone who will be the voice for 
the voiceless. Make sure that they 
are the right person for the job.~

the right Person for the job

Fear can be dangerous. Every 
day, we get inside the campus, 
there is always something we see 
that we just keep to ourselves. 
Sometimes, even when we know 
it is something that has to be 
addressed to authorities. We don’t 
speak because we are afraid our 
voice won’t be heard. But that is 
a BIG mistake. Each of us has an 
“instinct” to do the right thing. 
We often see students cheating 
during midterms and finals, yet we 
don’t tell the teacher. Somebody 
knows that the finance officer has 
been stealing the students ‘money, 
but the person just kept silent. 
There are many ways fear can 
destroy not just a person, but the 
entire community. That is why we 
should learn how to speak out to 
those we need to.

Leaders are elected to help 
voice out the concerns and 
troubles of the people, especially 
in school, where students have a 
lot of concerns in mind. They are 
not just there for us to idolize. 
Apparently, relying too much 
on them can be detrimental. 
We become passive and then 

we pass all responsibilities on 
them. Sometimes, have to remind 
ourselves that they are not robots. 
They couldn’t do everything each 
person wanted them to do. So if 
we won’t cooperate, then it ’s less 
possible to make steps forward.  
Remember how we used to nag 
when the flow of lineup is too 
slow? That ’s how the development 

would go if we keep thinking that 
way. We must do our part, and 
leaders also have to do their best.

In his article from Forbes, Mike 
Myatt said,”Great leaders are 
great listeners.” His advice to all 
leaders is to talk less and listen 
more. A true leader knows that 
gaining knowledge and wisdom 
does not come from talking, but 
from listening to others. I believe 
when someone has an authority, 
like the student government, 
listening to the subordinates 

is one strategy to improve the 
campus life. By hearing other 
opinions, the leader would gain 
some insights and suggestions 
on how to manage the society. 
Like a president, it ’s a good thing 
to make yourself approachable, 
because as what ’s been said in 
campaigns, you are the voice of 
the students.

So with the rise of advanced 
technology and social media sites, 
connecting to other people has 
made a lot easier.  But it ’s sad to 
say that despite that, many people 
still choose to remain silent. For 
them, it may be much convenient 
to not say a word and it ’s better to 
let things pass. Maybe the wrong 
things they’ve seen will just fade 
away, but that ’s where they are 
completely wrong. Issues should 
be solved right away before it 
sparks and burst into flames. 

Let ’s stop putting ourselves 
behind the shadows. As what my 
everyday motto says, “Your desire 
to change must be greater than 
your desire to stay the same.”  
Make it happen. Let them hear 
our voice.~

the voices Behind the shadows

By Ronelyn Faith C. Vailoces                  

On the edge of a cliff 
where the tallest trees 
landscaped down the 

mountain slope, on top of a tall 
building where the height could 
have a spectator’s adrenaline rush, 
or on top of a moving vehicle that 
shows the objects as you pass by 
– that is the momentum when 
someone is tempted to grab his 
camera to capture the moment. 
Selfies can be the best way to 
show adventure and excitement. 
It could also be the reason why 
it could be life-threatening.

Last Jan. 5, a 19-year-old mass 
communication student from 
Adamson University lost her life 
when she fell from the 20th floor 
of a condominium while taking a 
selfie. In September last year, more 
people died because of taking 
selfies than encountering shark 
attacks. According to a research 
by the Washington Post, in 2015 
there were at least 27 deaths 
because of selfie-related accidents. 
A simple picture-taking can take 
one’s life away in a a second. 

The numbers of daredevil 
selfie accidents are caused by 
unprecedented danger. Most of 
the selfie-related deaths are due 
to falling. In South Africa, an 
American woman fell from a cliff 
while taking a selfie with her 
boyfriend. Other people have died 
because they were taking photos 

with a weapon, just like the two 
Russian men who took a selfie 
with a hand grenade and a Russian 
woman who shot herself in the head 
while capturing a self-portrait. 

Not only can a selfie cause the 
death of an individual, it can also 
cause the death of a relationship. 
Instead of having a conversation 
with people and enjoying the 
experience, some people focus their 
attention on the camera. They want 
to capture the best photographs as 
of the moment and post them on 
social media. Why? Dr. Pamela 
Rutledge, director of the Media 
Psychology Research Center, 
said,”Biological, social validation 
is a real need and there is even an 
area of the brain that is dedicated 
to social activity.” The desire to 
take, to post, and to get ‘likes’ is 
part of human nature. The Russian 
Interior Ministry even released a 
brochure warning the public about 
selfies that can threaten the lives of 
people. An aide to Russia’s interior 
minister, Yelena Alexeyeva, said, 
“Before taking a selfie, everyone 
should think about the fact that 
racing after a high number of 
‘likes’ could lead [to] a journey to 
death and [the] last extreme photo 
could turn out to be posthumous.”

According to  Peggy Drexler, 
Ph.D. a research psychologist, 
posting selfies can be empowering. 
She said that selfies can help 
readjust the society’s standard of 
what beauty is and it can also help 

Daredevil Selfie

By Shane Marie K. Canono                        

“The only way to learn 
Mathematics is to do 
Mathematics,” said Paul Halmos. 

Yet for some—or most—students, 
that’s easier said than done. Students 
who find the subject difficult feel 
tensed and uncomfortable when 
their teacher asks them to solve math 
on the board. They’d be embarrassed 
because they would have no idea at 
all how to solve the problem. Worse, 
that might lead to trauma and 
anxiety. Many people in this world 
are afraid of solving mathematical 
problems; even when they are asked 
to manipulate simple numbers, they 
would freak out. That feeling is called 
Math anxiety, the fear of numbers.

In his article published by BBC, 
David Robson said, “Even the 
simple task of splitting a restaurant 
bill brings me out in a cold sweat. 
No matter how hard I concentrate, 
the numbers somehow slide from 
my mental grasp, and I’m left with 
a looming shadow in place of the 
answer.” But he was relieved when 
he knew he’s not the only one with 
that condition. Furthermore, he 
supposed students have felt the 
anxiety through their own teacher. 
Children are able to sense if an adult 
feels tensed or uneasy. Teachers 
who are nervous and uncertain with 
their mathematical abilities are 
most likely to have more anxious 
students. In addition, pressure from 
parents must be one cause of the 
anxiety. If a child does not meet the 
parent’s expectations, he/she will get 
depressed over the subject, which 
would gradually turn into fear.

Faye Cui is among the many 

students who feel they are not good in 
Math. The sophomore English major 
admits the techniques in solving 
Math problems are difficult for her. 

When a test comes, she feels tensed 
and ends up just staring at the test 
paper. When the lesson is easy and 

interesting for her, she doesn’t feel 
the anxiety. But there’s no denying 
that it could still affect her academic 
studies. In such cases, Marilyn 

Curtain-Phillips, a Mathematics 
teacher, suggests that what students 
need is practical Math. For her, “To 

learn Mathematics, students must be 
engaged in exploring, conjecturing, 
and thinking rather than engaging 
only in rote learning of rules and 

procedures.” Anxieties are usually 
treated with aversion therapy, said 
David. It is where a person faces 

his/her fears in order to find a 
solution in getting rid of the trauma. 
Psychologists often use that method; 
however, continued Math classes 
don’t seem to work on students. Dr. 
Kari Miller, the director of Miller 
Educational Excellence, says that 
making students observeon how 
math is used in everyday lives can 
help lessen the anxiety, such as 
shopping, banking, and travelling. 
She also recommends letting the kids 
engage in calculation games for they 
can help them connect with Math. 

Most importantly, students 
must not stress too much on not 
being good at Math. Instead, they 
must focus on how to deal with it 
without harming their career path. 
According to an article—“Coping 
with Math Anxiety”—from Platonic 
Realms, the constructive way to 
manage Math anxiety is called 
“taking possession.” It means being 
as conscious as possible in the roots 
of the anxiety, being able to accept 
it without criticizing oneself, and 
plotting out plans on how it cannot 
affect the future goals, especially the 
career.Just like Faye. She is aware 
of her anxiety, but she doesn’t care 
much about it. She moves on with 
her life and does whatever she wants. 
She has set her own goals. Just 
because others excel doesn’t mean 
a person with Math anxiety—or 
any other kind of anxiety—won’t. 
Math is supposed to build up the 
society. It shouldn’t be a tool to 
discriminate others. Subtract the 
negativity, not add pressure. Math 
isn’t “Mental Abuse to Humans,” 
but it’s the false impression 
that has caused the abuse.~

The Fear of Numbers

reinforce the idea that how we look 
at things is still what is important. 

Who doesn’t want to be 
appreciated? The likes people get 
from social media can boost self-

confidence—it is innate. But a 
person doesn’t need the approval 
of anybody else to believe that 
he or she is beautiful or pleasing. 
One can’t be measured by the likes 

that person gets. Moments are 
best when we drop our cameras 
down and mingle with true people. 
Moments last when they are 
photographed in our memory.~

Emilio Aguinaldo rose to power by killing the people—
Andres Bonifacio and Antonio Luna— who became 
a threat to his supremacy. He fled to Hong Kong, 

and later came back to the Philippines during the Spanish-
American war to declare independence and proclaim himself 
president. Aguinaldo’s internal motives led him to become 
power hungry. Majority of the Cabinet of the First Philippine 
Republic were willing to cooperate with the Americans during 
the Philippine-American war. It is because they wanted to 
do business with them instead of fighting for freedom.

As taught in the Philippine history, the church and state 
during the Hispanic era were considered as one. Friars 
together with the Governor-general equally had their say 
in leading the country. Since the Filipinos were uneducated, 
the friars took advantage of it. 
They used the church’s money 
to satisfy their big stomachs. 
The friars orchestrated 
the murder of the people 
who opposed them. Historians believed that the Filipinos 
inherited something from the Spanish that is very obvious 
today—self-interest.

Self-interest is one of the problems that has been passed 
down to the Philippine system of governance. It ’s like 
a dominant trait that keeps repeating every generation. 
Politicians destroy other politicians by creating “context” 
that would degrade their adversaries’ image. But, it ’s not 
a politician attacking another politician. It is a Filipino 
attacking another Filipino. The Philippine government 
declared war against itself because of self-interest.

the Weekly Sillimanian(tWS) believes that politicians should 
set aside their self-interests. The government should be 
united. There should be open communication between the 
three branches. Self-interest destroys the respect of one 
politician to another. Politicians are leaders. Leaders should 
be the pioneers of unity, respect, and integrity. While in 
public office, politicians should serve for the people, not for 
their respective parties. 

Young leaders today are the future leaders of tomorrow. They 
should learn from the mistakes of the past. They should use 
these mistakes to form a better future. They should change 
the old system and become better leaders. Because if they 
don’t, history is just repeating itself. ~

http://millereducationalexcellence.com/
http://millereducationalexcellence.com/
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THE RIGHT CHOICE. The elections season’s dawning nearer to us every day. Have you considered choosing your candidate yet? If not, here are some tips in 
selecting your would-be champion.

Compiled by:  Junelie Anthony Velonta via http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-UZCMq9II-PI/U1cBZ6Yu4PI/AAAAAAAABN4/1OFolVptIe8/s1600/checklist_for_TGS.jpg; http://blogs-images.forbes.com/mikemyatt/files/2012/09/listen.jpg; http://i.

YOU’RE ONLY CHEATING YOURSELF
SUSG  COMELEC.. from page 1

Manobo Tribe.. from page 1

Set Criteria
Narrow down the list of 
candidates by setting 
criteria. This would help 
in identifying candidates 
who are truly willing and 
able to govern.

Listen to Others
Take time to listen other 
people regarding their 
political views and prospected 
candidate. Don’t just vote 
because a candidate may be 
your idol or your crush.

SUSG Finance.. from page 1VSC to.. from page 1

Check Track Record
Search on the 
background of every 
candidate to know their 
past performances.  Be 
wary of involvements 
with controversial cases.

Jan.20 as the deadline for the liquidation
Pino said that Php 3,745, which is 

66 percent both from the presidential 
and vice-presidential discretionary funds 
remained unliquidated. The receipts for 
the amount, she said, are with Reyman 
Sy, the SG office manager last semester.

The total amount of receipts that were 
given by Sy is Php 1,797, which is 34 
percent of Php 5,272, the total receipts 
that he must submit for liquidation.

“[Sy] gave me the receipts last 
Monday and now he has already a 
remaining liquidation of Php3,475. I 
texted him…but there’s still no response, 
but he told us that he’ll be giving it 
to us within the week,” Pino said.

Flores asked the Finance Committee 
if Sy was aware of the deadline and asked 
why Sy did not commit to the deadline. 

“Yes, we at SURE [party] have been 
really pressuring [Sy] on complying, 
but for his part that is already out of our 
control. His presence is already out of our 
control. We have been doing our part,” 
Rep. Gil Buenavista from the College 
of Business Administration answered. 

According to Buenavista, Sy was 
recognized as office manager for the 
first semester, the person who has been 
managing the SUSG office and the person 
purchasing office supplies. However, 
Sy was not enrolled this school year.

In an interview, Sy said that Pino 
has been asking for the receipts 
since the end of the first semester.

“I got busy pre and post-Hibalag, 
and I was hoping that I could still find 
[the receipts] in my boarding house. 
Personally, akong sala na nawala ang 
receipts. I’m accountable to it,” Sy said.

Rep. Josh Elloso from the College 
of Arts and Sciences said that 
the SUSG cannot have any hold 
at Sy because Sy is not enrolled.

Section 1 and 2 of Article III in the 
SUSG Constitution states that all those 
officially enrolled in Silliman can hold 
positions or be members in the student 
government. A student will automatically 
lose membership once s/he withdraws 
his/her enrolment in the university.

SUSG President Kirk Emperado said 
that Sy wasn’t enrolled for the whole 
school year because his family is moving 
to Canada. He regarded Sy “not just as 
an office manager,” but also as a secretary.

He added that even if Sy was not 
enrolled, he asked permission to Sir Abe 
Cadeliña, the officer-in-charge of the 
Student Organizations and Activities 
Division. The deal he had with the 
representatives is that Sy will only be 
office manager for the first semester.

“I never even stepped inside the office after 
the first semester,” Sy said in an interview.

Flores said in the special meeting that 
a lot of Executive Committee (ExeCom) 
members “are feeling the burden” of not 
having their cash advances signed by the 
Business and Finance office because the 
ExeCom members won’t be allowed to 
do so until the liquidations are complete. 

Flores reminded the assembly 
that accountability and transparency 
must be demanded from people 
who handle student matters.

“The students have all the right in 
the world to know everything that 
is happening, to have their money 
continuously scrutinized as to where it 
goes, as to how it is spent and how it is being 

liquidated and that it is actually spent in 
the right appropriations,” Rep. Flores said.

For the presidential and vice-
presidential funds, the Php 1000 that was 
charged directly to SUSG Vice President 
Nikko Calledo was already liquidated. 
Pino said that Calledo’s part in the vice-
presidential discretionary fund was cleared. 

For the Environmental Committee, 
Calledo liquidated the Php 7,000 
fund for Environment Committee’s 
event “Environment Encounter.” 
Calledo will yet liquidate the Php 
2,000 for the event “Say it, Wear it.”

Pino added that Calledo still lacks 
Php1,800 because “the total amount 
needed for that event was Php3800…
[but] he doesn’t have the Php 1,800 
to pay for what he spent for, that’s 
why he still can’t get the official 
receipt. He only gave Php 2,000.”

Calledo said in an interview 
last Jan. 24 that he already has the 
receipts from BBL Quick Print 
Services amounting to Php 3,800.

He added that some representatives 
did not confront him personally 
and ask him about the “real story.”

Calledo said that he paid Php 2,000 to 
BBL Quick Print Services last September. 
The allotted budget for the committee 
was Php 2,000; the total amount spent 
by the committee was Php 3,800. 

According to Calledo, the store didn’t 
give the receipts until he paid the whole 
amount. He had a debt of Php 1,800. 

“Nangutang ko’g Php 1,800 sa 
akong manghod. I paid already 
and got the receipts,” he said.

He paid the full amount 
last Friday, Jan. 22.~

of students will exercise their right 
to vote this year,” said Erames.

The registration of the political 
parties ended last Jan. 26.

Meanwhile, the filing for 
certificate of candidacies will 
begin by 8 a.m. on Feb. 1 and 
will end on Feb. 6 by 5 p.m.~

to visit different tribes and we found the 
[Manobos] through NCCA,” he added. 

The director of the upcoming 
Ulahingan Project is  Denise Aguilar, 
a theatre practitioner and educator.

Abrio also said that their version would 
be contemporary but will still have the 
elements of ethnic tradition. “The music 

will have a touch of contemporary but the 
production is yet to ask permission from the 
natives because it’s their tradition,” he said.

The performing group has been going 
around the Philippines for almost 12 years 
and their next invitation is from Davao.

The short concert was also co-
presented by Philippine Airlines 
and Coco Grande Hotel.~

Lyricist: Amyrrha & Millie 
Ann Estolloso

5. Title: Sulay
Composer: Lizbeth Andaya & 
Meagan Montesa
Lyricist: Andrea Lim & 
Meagan Montesa

6. Title: Batorpe
Composer: Emerald Holly 
Tago-Menguito
Lyricist: Emerald Holly Tago-
Menguito

7. Title: Take Me Away
Composer: Kent John Dolino 
& Eugenio Salonga
Lyricist: Kent John Dolino & 
Eugenio Salonga

8. Title: Sa Pagdilat
Composer: Jordan Rosales & 
Raina Inez Baldado
Lyricist: Raina Inez Baldado

9. Title: Ikaw Lang Ang 
Mamahalin
Composer: El Dean Acar
Lyricist: El Dean Acar

10. Title: Late December
Composer: Dan Louie 
Magalso
Lyricist: Dan Louie Magalso

The members of VSC 2016’s 
screening committee are Hopia 
Tinambacan, Sonia Sygaco, Lorie 
Soriano, and Jerry Catarata.~

A SIGN OF FOUNDATION. SU Pres. Ben S. Malayang III, unveils the plaque of 
the Presbyterian Mission Garden during its inauguration last Jan. 24 in front 
of Katipunan Hall. PHOTO BY Santia Onnycha Ursabia

Look for Change
Select the candidate who 
has the promise and ability 
to make a better scenario. 
Electing this candidate 
might be the first step in a 
large change.

regarding the news “inter-
faith prayer room to open 
oh” published in tWS last 

january 21, 2016, the office 
of student services (not the 
silliman alumni association 
inc.) is planning to convert 

the space for student 
assistants (sas)   into a 

photocopying center. sas 
may also do entrepreneurial 

services in the space. a 
feasibility study  on the 

space is being conducted.

ERRATA

FICTION WORKS. Sillimanian writer Lakambini Sitoy gives a homecoming lecture on 
the process of fiction writing titled, “Intricate Forces: A Journey Through Two Stories by 
Lakambini Sitoy” for the Edilberto and Edith Tiempo Creative Writing Center Lecture 
Series last Jan. 25 at the ASRC. PHOTO BY Santia Onnycha Ursabia

Quote of the Week
“It is unwise to be too sure 
of one’s own wisdom. It is 

healthy to be reminded that the 
strongest might weaken and 

the wisest might err.”

-Mahatma Gandhi
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