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2017 SUSG election kicks off with filing of  candidacy
SONGBIRD. Alumni Katrina Marie Saga on her pre-Valentine concert “An Affair to Remember” held on Jan. 28 at the Claire Isabel McGill Luce Auditorium. PHOTO BY Kenno Elum
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By Ray Chen S. Bahinting                                 

CANDIDATES FOR THE 
upcoming 2017 Silliman 
University Student Government 
(SUSG) elections can officially file 
their candidacy from Feb. 1 to 7.

The Commission on Elections 
(COMELEC) has started its 
preparations for the elections 
starting with the official filing of 
candidacy, which is three weeks 

prior to the university-wide SUSG 
elections to be held on Feb. 22.

Although the COMELEC 
was formed late as well as the 
announcement of the filing of 
candidacy, COMELEC Chair 
Alain Rey D. Caballero is positive 
that the applicants will be able 
to submit the requirements 
for candidacy on time. 

He said that the applicants have 
secured the requirements even 

before the announcement of the 
dates for the filing of candidacy. 

These requirements, such 
as the Certificate of Good 
Moral Character, Certificate of 
Residency from the Registrar’s 
office, grade certification 
from the college and official 
copy of the unit load, will be 
reviewed by the committee 
before the announcement of 
the official list of candidates. 

The election is for the next 
SUSG president, vice-president, 
and the next members of the 
House of Representatives. 

As per COMELEC guidelines, 
a quality point average (QPA) of 
2.5 is required for the presidency 
and vice-presidency, and 2.25 for 
the college representatives with a 
residency in SU of at least one year. 

A candidate may run under 
a political party like Students 

Union for Reforms or SURE Party 
and the Concerted Action for the 
Upliftment of Student Endeavors 
or CAUSE Party. However, 
one can also run independently 
(not under any political party) 
for any position given that 
the requirements are passed. 

Moreover, the registration 
for political parties is from 
Jan. 31 to Feb. 3 at the SUSG 
office in Oriental Hall.~

By Stephanie Ria L. Colinco

TWENTY PARKING SPACES 
are still available for students who 
want to have their own designated 
parking space inside the campus.  

Fourteen of the available parking 
spaces are located in front of 
Larena Hall while the other six 
are near Gate 7. Parking stickers 
for these spaces cost PHP5,000 
each and are valid for one semester. 

Only four parking spaces 
were availed by students since 
the release in December 2016.

According to the Dean of Students, 
Dr. Edna Gladys Calingacion, they 
have observed that students and 
parents find Larena Hall too far so they 
opted not to get the parking spaces.

“Our observation is our students 

and their parents really like to 
have a parking space that is nearest 
to their classroom. Silliman 
is not that large; you can just 
walk around,” Calingacion said. 

Calingacion also explained 
that they did all they can to 
communicate this development of 
the parking policy in the university, 
but when it was implemented, 
they started getting reactions.

“When we started discussing about 
this fee, all sectors were represented. 
Every step of the discussion, there 
was the presence of the student 
government. During the final draft 
of the policy, we had it shared to the 
whole community…We also had a 
session with student leaders at the 
Villareal Hall where Ma’am Tagle 

20 parking spaces left for students

continue to page 4...

By Karah Jane B. Sarita

“WITH INCREASING ACCESS 
to travel, including solo travel, 
as well as constant connectivity, 
thanks to communication 
technology, it’s more important 
than ever to unplug and reconnect 
with the self every now and then, 
without the relentless noise of the 
social world,” social psychologist 
Eric Julian Manalastas, said.

Manalastas is a faculty member 
at the Department of Psychology at 
the University of the Philippines-
Diliman. He conducted a session 
entitled “Oras Para sa Sarili, Oras 

Mag-isa: The Psychology of Solitude 
and Time Spent Alone” last Jan.24 
at Science Complex (SC) 110.

According to Manalastas, the 
benefits of solitude involve freedom, 
creativity, intimacy, and spirituality.

Manalastas said that his 
research focuses on the benefits 
of solitude, what it is like to go 
on a date with the self, and those 
who enjoy some quiet alone time.

His research suggested that 
people who enjoy solitude are also 
emotionally stable, introverted, and 
original thinkers or imaginative.

Manalastas also shared how 
his research topic came about.

“As we say in psychology, 
research is often me-search. 
In my 20s, I was surprised to 
discover that not everyone enjoyed 
solitude as much as I did,” he said.

Manalastas added that when 
he got the chance to teach a 
Theories of Personality class, he 
and his students discussed solitude 
and its psychological benefits. 

“Teaching about it led to research 
about it, as it sometimes does for nerdy 
academics like me,” Manalastas said.

Manalastas also has research 
interest on sexuality and 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans 
and Queer Psychology.~

UP psychologist: ‘Unplug and reconnect with the self ’

By Mary Abigail T. Go                              

A NEGROS ISLAND REGION 
(NIR) Philippine Drug Enforcement 
Agency (PDEA) officer identified 
the top five most abused drugs in 
the country during a drug prevention 
forum held last Jan. 30 at Silliman Hall. 

Joan Intruzo-Anglo, PDEA 
Information Officer 3, talked about 
the causes and effects of drug 
abuse, and its legal implications. 

The talk centered on “how 
a drug-free nation starts with 
being a drug-free university.” 

According to her, on top of the 
list of the most abused drugs is 
shabu which is known as “poor 
man’s cocaine.” Anglo said that the 
chemicals in this drug are clearly 
not for human consumption. 

Marijuana, second in the list, is 
a natural plant drug hallucinogen 
administered through inhalation 

of its smoke. She added that 
this drug increases alertness and 
sensitivity to the environment. 

Third are inhalants, such as 
rugby, paint, and gasoline, which 
are, according to Anglo, “readily 
available and easily abused.” In 
one of Anglo’s rescues in Manila, 
she was told by a young inhalant 
addict that the inhalant was his 
father’s. This drug is said to make a 
person feel full even without eating. 

Fourth is ecstasy. Anglo referred 
to it as “party or love drugs.” These 
drugs, according to her, are rampant 
in clubs or bars, and cost around 
PHP1,500-PHP1,800 per tablet. 
“If you’re heartbroken and caught 
up with ecstasy, your hallucination 
will include feeling that everyone in 
the room loves you,” Anglo added. 

The fifth is cocaine, a more expensive 
stimulant, according to Anglo, 
that has effects like that of shabu. 

Anglo also said that forums 
talking about the fight against 
drugs are very important because 
the early introduction of cigarettes 
and alcohol drinking to the young 
is a “gateway to drug abuse.”

Anglo also expounded on RA 9165 
or the Comprehensive Dangerous 
Drug Act. She talked about when 
and how it is violated, mentioning the 
penalties that range from six months 
to life imprisonment, and a fine of 
PHP10,000 to PHP10,000,000. 

In the forum, two recovering drug 
addicts also shared their stories to 
the students. Both of them, who 
used to be patients in rehabilitation 
centers, are now volunteers of the 
center to help other drug addicts. 
Before speaking in Silliman 
University, PDEA had the same talk 
at St. Paul’s University Dumaguete 
regarding drug abuse prevention. 

PDEA officer names 5 most abused drugs

continue to page 4...

By Karah Jane B. Sarita

AN ALUMNA OF Silliman 
University (SU) College of 
Performing and Visual Arts 
(COPVA) performed in a pre-
Valentine concert entitled “Songbird: 
An Affair to Remember” last Jan. 
27 and 28 at the Luce Auditorium.

Katrina Marie Saga took a degree 
in music major in voice and became 
a faculty member of COPVA 
from 2010-2013. She was also a 
member of several performing 
groups in the campus such as 
SU Campus Choristers, Ating 
Pamana, Inc., Silliman Jazz Band, 
Silliman Concert and Marching 
Band, and SU Women’s Ensemble.

During her concert, Saga performed 
various foreign opera pieces, two 
Visayan songs, and a Filipino song. 

 According to Saga, Silliman has 
been a wonderful home for her and 
in her development as an artist.

“I believe Silliman and 
Dumaguete [are] a perfect match. 
Wherever I may go, I am always 
drawn back to where I was born, 
where I grew up and established 
a career in music,” Saga said.

Saga added that the exposure 
to several formal and informal 
productions, and the support of her 
friends led to her growth in performing 
and in creating a network of clients.

Saga also stated that the support of her 
family contributed to who she is now. 

Alumna holds pre-Valentine’s Day concert

continue to page 4...
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sillimaniansspeak
Compiled by Gresheen Gift M. Libby

“What are your thoughts on 
the government shutting down 
pornographic sites across the 

country?”
“I personally agree with their decision since I don’t see anything positive in watching 
these videos. They only corrupt the minds of people, especially men, into thinking that 
women are sexual objects and pornography only increases one’s sexual hunger that 
drives them to  do disrespectful actions or even worse, rape.”
Wes A. Tilos, Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering III

“It depends on the person actually, if they like porn then they would be devastated. As 
for me, I’m alright with it because it teaches those perverts or people who just watch it 
for lust rather than actually get a girl and treat her right. That’s what porn is doing to 
this generation. Brainwashing their minds and not realizing what the true meaning of 
love.”
Matthew James S. Burgos, Speech and Theater III

Next issue’s Question: 

“What are your thoughts on the Miss Universe pageant?”

For your answers, just text the Circulation Manager (09177013806).  
indicate your full name (with middle initial), course and year. 

Hate

The Irony
Karah Jane B. Sarita | The Bluest Red

Melodies Strengthen and Enrich Faith
Klein Emperado | Ideas Thoughts Opinions

For ten years now, I have found 
myself serving in several churches 
of different traditions in the aspect 
of music ministry. The music simply 
doesn’t end there, but it has played an 
important role in my faith enrichment.

Born and raised as a Filipinista—
member of the Iglesia Filipina 
Independiente or Philippine 
Independent Church, or for some 
Aglipayan Church after the first bishop 
Msgr. Gregorio Aglipay)— my frequent 
attendance in church was due to my 
grandmother’s sister who would wake me 
up to attend Mass on Sunday mornings.  

During those days, the old women 
who led the choir used hymns. And 
up to this day, I can still remember 
how they sang “Trust and Obey” and 
“Give of Your Best to the Master.” 

The first hymn guides every believer 
that the key “to be happy in Jesus, is to 
trust and obey” and the latter gives an 
idea to always render the utmost level of 
worship and work, one which could best 
please God, the great boss of our lives. 

As one goes mature in knowing 
God and in pursuing the ministry, I 
have learned to surrender and commit 
everything that has been in my life. The 
very well known Don Moen and Claire 
Cloninger song “I Offer My Life” has 
gone beyond its meaning and evokes 
emotions more so with the line “Lord, 
I offer my life to You, everything I’ve 
been through, use it for Your glory.” 

On the other hand, the hymn “I 
Surrender All” served as an expression 
of my faith in God in the most trying 
times especially when my family 
was faced with the sickness and later 
the death of my mother. Few nights 
before she expired, I led my family in 
an evening devotion and as we sang 
the hymn, I saw how faith transpired 
in our midst. Though the situation 
was sad and depressing, I witnessed 
how sweet full surrender to God was. 

If you happen to hear Mass in Roman 
Catholic churches here in the city, “Lord, 
Here I Am” of Fr. Cielo Almazan, OFM 
is one of the favorites. Crafted to serve 
as an ordination song to signify full 
commitment to God and the ministry, 

its lyrics inspire even ordinary believers. 
One of its striking lines is “I have left 
everything just to follow You” which 
gives a clear view of the sacrifices that 
need to be made in following Christ. 

The same message is conveyed with 
the song “Take and Receive” by Fr. 
Manuel Francisco who’s behind the 
popular Catholic liturgical songs like 
“Hindi Kita Malilimutan,” “Tanging 
Yaman,” and “Sa’Yo Lamang.” And 
coming from a Catholic high school, 
the songs have become favorites 
and wellsprings of inspiration due 
to my involvement in the choir. 

When tribulations come, there are 
also songs that best remind of God’s 
comforting presence and affection. Some 
of these songs I learned in high school 
are “Jesus, my Friend” and Michael 
Joncas’ “On Eagle’s Wings.” “Someone 
is There” and “Hwag Kang Mangamba” 
add to the long list of songs that make 
me feel at ease in difficult times as they 
both bear the message that because God 
is always there, though rough and tough. 

 Upon entering Silliman in 2006 as a 
mass communication student, I had the 
chance to join the SU Campus Choristers. 
In one of our rehearsals, the group sang 
“Bow the Knee.” I immediately fell in 
love with its lyrics and the tune as well. 
The song reminds believers to believe 
and trust in God and its last line never 
fails to inspire my weary soul as it says: 
“And when you don’t understand the 
purpose of His plan, bow the knee.” 

Though my father’s family is affiliated 
with United Church of Christ in the 
Philippines (UCCP), it was only during 
my college days that I have become 
acquainted with the reformed tradition 
because of frequent attendance in the 
worship services at SU Church which 
introduced me more into hymns of the 
faith. “Great is Thy Faithfulness” and 
“Standing on the Promises of God” are 
two of my favorite hymns from which I 
can reflect upon my life and experiences. 

Sometimes when I feel down, “Great 
is Thy Faithfulness” helps me reaffirm my 
faith and renews the trust that I have for 
God. Then one after the other, I could 
recall of the big trials and tribulations 

I’ve been through and I would begin 
to say my prayer of thanks to God.  

Being the eldest from a family who 
has been through financial difficulties, 
I always am grateful to God for the 
faithfulness shown to our family. I 
think this is where my overflowing 
vigor to serve God springs. Though 
sometimes I would falter in my faith, 
as I looked back in the past, I would 
feel guilty why I had not given my all 
and served my best to God amid the 
countless blessings I have received. 

My faith and trust in the Faithful God 
has been nourished through songs over 
the years regardless of denomination or 
from both foreign and local compositions. 

Maturity in faith can never be measured 
by human capacity. Only God knows how 
mature a person is with relation to faith. 

As with my case, singing “In Moments 
like These” at the deathbed of my mother 
while holding her hand, and watching 
her as she breathes her last, I could not 
help but think deeper how the Spirit 
has worked through the songs – to 
strengthen my once frail and weary soul. 

And in this life journey, my constant 
prayer resounds the lines of the famed 
“Lead Me, Lord” of Arnel de Pano. The 
striking chorus, “You are my life I cannot 
live alone, let me stay by Your guiding 
love, all through my life, Lead me Lord,” 
connects to every believer’s desire to be 
led by God and to journey with God. 

The songs we sing during worship 
may not affect us especially when we’re 
still young and still inside the comforts 
of our family and home, but it is my 
prayer that the lyrics, even just a few 
lines, will help every individual to be 
reminded of God during tough times 
and when the world seems so unbearable. 

Hymns and songs alike, their moving 
melodies and striking lyrics, enrich 
our faith if understood fully. Such 
messages of these musical gifts help us 
strengthen our faith and trust in God. 

May we always soar with God above 
the rising oceans and roaring thunders 
and let us bear in mind that whatever the 
world can offer, its luxuries and pleasures, 
it is only in God that our hearts and souls 
find rest (“Still” by Reuben Morgan).~

With their dignified stance and 
authoritative stares, police officers 
represent justice. Police officers serve 
as the protectors of the vulnerable 
and the nightmares of every criminal. 

However, recent reports regarding 
the involvement of the Philippine 
National Police (PNP) to the 
kidnapping of the South Korean 
businessman Jee Ick-Joo says 
otherwise. Though unproven to 
whoever kidnapped the Korean 
national, the fact that the PNP 
couldn’t prevent the kidnapping 
and the killing from happening, 
and given that he was killed inside 
Camp Crame, was just disappointing.

On other issues, the recent increase 

of the numbers of alleged drug pushers 
killed by police officers who they 
claim “resisted” just seems to be not 
right. However, their claim is quite 
questionable because their reasons 
contradict the evidences found in some 
CCTV footages and audio recordings.

What eats me up is the uncertainty 
that they can do anything they want 
and come out with their hands cleaned. 
How can someone who took an oath 
to be the pillar of the weak and be the 
wrecking ball who destroys it? Maybe 
they’re just following orders; maybe 
they’re not. Maybe they’re just doing 
their jobs; maybe they’re not. Maybe 
they’re telling the truth; maybe they’re 
not. Nothing is certain anymore.  

On the whole, it’s just painful 
to think that the people who are 
supposed to give the comfort of safety 
to every Filipino can possibly be the 
greatest criminals. That those who 
are supposed to protect the people 
from being killed are the ones actually 
killing. That those who are supposed 
to eliminate theft and robbery are 
the ones stealing. That the ones 
who are supposed to ensure that the 
Filipino’s rights are not stomped upon 
are the ones stripping it of off them.

It’s too bothering to think that if 
they do the opposite of what their 
obliged to do, they’re not the ones 
who will suffer the most, it’s us—
the Filipino people. The Irony.~

Indeed, it took eight years for Barack Obama to rebuild America, but 
President Donald Trump needed only eight days to bring the United 
States of America to the brink of a constitutional crisis, says a report on 

The Huffington Post.
Though Trump’s famous “wall” pertains to Mexico, it seems like he is also 

building walls around the United States. With his recent executive order 
that changes America’s immigration system, it sparked confusion even to 
the legal immigrants in the United States.

The executive order which was signed last Friday, Jan. 27 restricts 
immigrants from seven-majority Muslim countries, hinders Syrian refugees 
indefinitely, and delays refugee admission for four months. Trump branded 
all Muslims as terrorists, regardless of concrete facts proving that some aren’t 
engaged in radical Islam. This action 
not only polarizes the masses but also 
creates an impression to the world that 
Islam is the root cause of terrorism. 
Business Insider reports that this executive order may be unconstitutional, to 
quote, “…it violates the First Amendment’s Establishment clause — which 
prohibits the establishment of a national religion by Congress —and the 
Due Process clause, which safeguards against arbitrary denial of life, liberty, 
or property by the government outside of the law.”

It is unsafe to say that all Muslims are terrorists. However, it is true that 
some terrorist groups use the teachings of Islam to inculcate fear and terror 
not only in the Middle East but also to the world. In fact, Islam, just like 
Christianity, advocates a religious way of life, that speaks of a life of prayer 
and faith formation. Declaring that all Muslims are threats to the United 
States’ safety is an unfair accusation and a stab to the main teachings of 
Islam.

Hindering refugees from the war-torn country of Syria to seek asylum in 
the United States deviates from the very foundation of humanity, implying 
that they’ll just be a burden to the United States government.

The Weekly Sillimanian strongly disagrees with this way of thinking. This 
way of thinking is uncompromising. It threatens global cooperation and ties 
and bypasses basic human rights.

But then again, everyone should be reminded that key events in history 
didn’t happen because of pure conflict. Just like what’s happening today, it 
all starts with hate.~
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By Merell Lystra L. Recta                        

Plastic’s durability makes it very 
useful for humans. However, 
its slow decomposition process 

greatly harms the environment—
e s p e c i a l l y 
when animals 
unintentionally 
eat some of its 
particles. Plastic is 
the common piece 
of litter we see 
around us—may 
it be on sidewalks, 
buried deep in the 
ground, or afloat 
on water. Even 
if plastic seems 
like a disgrace to 
nature’s beauty, 
there are ways that 
can minimize its 
harmful effects on 
both humans and 
the environment. 
Is there a way for 
people to consider plastic as an aesthetic?

Beauty is something we usually 
care about. The way we look matters 
in our daily lives. It takes us minutes 
to choose the perfect outfit for the 
day. It can even take a longer time to 
groom ourselves and achieve a good 
hairdo. John Galliano once said, “The 
joy of dressing is an art.” Perhaps 
spending hours in front of a mirror or 

a closet makes you an artist after all. 
What if we can use plastic to create 

accessories, or even clothing, from our 
wildest dreams? We definitely can, but 
it needs a stirring of 
one’s imagination 
and creativity.  

As part of the 
r e q u i r e m e n t s 
for the subject 
Contemporary 

Philippine Arts from the Regions, 
senior high students from the Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Agriculture, 
and Mathematics (STEAM) strand 
of Silliman University featured their 
creative works of fashion using plastic 
bags in front of the Luce Auditorium 
last Jan. 5-6. With such grace and 
confidence, the models flaunted their 
works in the improvised runway—

emphasizing every angle while the 
spotlight shone on them. But creating 
such masterpieces weren’t easy. 
The Designer’s Block

Thinking of 
a concept for a design is quite time-
consuming. Sometimes, you’ll just 
end up staring at a blank piece of 
paper and asking yourself, “How can 
plastic be clothing material when in 
fact, plastic is often thrown away right 
after use?” Even after a few hours, you 
still wouldn’t be able to sketch a rough 
draft of what theme the design will 
carry. Despite it all, senior high students 
overcame this dilemma and let their 
imagination stitch the draft for them. 
There really is no need to be technical—
just think of crazy designs, and you’ll 

get a good one after a lot of bad ideas.
The Weaving Process

Once you have defeated designer’s 
block, bringing the sketch to reality is 

the next challenge. You have to exert 
great amounts of effort and spend a lot of 
time—and eventually you’ll be needing 
tablespoons of patience, especially when 
you think you are too far from reality.

The designs were mostly braided. 
Plastic bags—may it be from Lee Plaza, 
Robinsons, or just the plain colored 
ones—were folded in half, the top and 
bottom parts were cut, and the rest were 
trimmed into strips. The strips were then 
grouped into three, and were braided just 
as how one would braid a girl’s hair. The 
process has to be repeated several times 
to complete the overall design. Color 

also plays an important aspect. Choosing 
the right combination of colors can 
add to the design’s overall appeal. 
The Runway Show 

After weeks of 
preparation, the 
finished costumes 
wouldn’t be complete 
without a fashion 
show. With such 
pride, the models 
showed off their 
works. There was 
an Egyptian god 
inspired costume, a 
black and white mix-
and-match theme, 
a summer outfit 
look, and a lot more. 
Although it was quite 
new for senior high 
students to weave 

plastic bags for fashion, it was still a success. 
Despite the struggles the designers 
encountered at first, the show ended 
full of applause and smiles from seeing 
beautiful crafts made of plastic bags.

Plastic may take years for its 
components to decompose. However, 
plastic is not merely trash; we can still 
create something extraordinary out 
of it. One’s imagination and creativity 
are limitless; it can go beyond the 
walls of the Great Wall of China and 
deeper than the deepest trench in 
this planet. With creativity, we can 
always make something better.~

By Andre Joshua T. Aniñon                 

Appearances may not always be 
what they seem. Underneath 
Professor Snape’s cold and 

callous veneer in J.K. Rowling’s “Harry 
Potter” series is a heart of warmth and 
love. The recluse Boo Radley from 
Harper Lee’s “To Kill a Mockingbird” 
isn’t actually as monstrous as what the 
people in Maycomb County presents 
him to be. In life, people studded with 
tattoos could be some of the kindest 
individuals you meet, atheists could 
treat humans better than the deeply 
religious, and introverts or wallflowers 
could hold the most brilliant ideas. 
Characters in the shadow often look 
different in the light, and just as much 
as scenes in films or pages in literature 
portray this idea to their audience, life 
presents the same thing to people.

However, the reverse also holds true: 
characters in the light can transform 
into different monsters in the shadow. 
A licensed psychiatrist could be a 
cannibal. A renowned comedian 
could be masking suicidal tendencies 
and immense depression through 
laughter. An innocent, teenage girl 
in social media could sexually abuse 
two-year-old children in a basement. 
When placed under different 
shades, things can change into 
something beyond its appearance—
and the Internet is no exception.

When we refer to the “Web,” we 
instantly think of Google, Facebook, 
YouTube, Twitter. That’s what the 
Internet is for the typical digital 
native: a red-blue-yellow painted 
mansion where we can run around 
and stay in when leisure or work 
invites us over. However, much like a 
mansion, there are numerous hallways 
we have never traversed—various 
rooms and trapdoors hidden from the 
common guest—and when we log on 

to the Internet, the only places we can 
see are the only places we can go. But 
there are indeed secret passageways 
beneath the floors, spacious basements 
we unknowingly walk over, and much 
darker rooms we have not entered.

The Web we know—the floors with 
Facebook, Google, and YouTube—is 
referred to as the “Surface Web.” The 
Surface Web is where the fluorescents 
and chandeliers shine the brightest—
this is the Web we see, the Web we 
reside in, the part of the Internet 
that is indexed and charted by search 
engines. When we surf the Web, 
we literally are “surfing the Web”—
as in, we are only riding its waves, 
and not exploring what’s under.

When you search something in 
Google, Yahoo, or Bing, all the links 
that appear are part of the Surface 
Web. These engines come up with 
results by constantly indexing 
websites, following links between 
them and, as CNN puts it, “crawling 
through the Web’s threads like a 
spider.” Anything that doesn’t appear 
in search results is uncharted, and 
is therefore not part of the Surface 
Web. Though you may think reaching 
the thousandth page of your Google 
search result is much like reaching 
the depths of the Marianas Trench, as 
long as it is there, the last page is still 
part of the surface. Vast as that portion 
of the mansion may be, according 
to top university researchers, the 
Surface actually composes only 
four percent of the entire Web. 
The remaining 96 lies hidden and 
restricted beneath the floors—in a 
basement we call the “Deep Web.”

The Deep Web is an invisible, 
uncharted territory of the Internet, 
and is 500 times larger than the 
Surface Web. This is the part of the 
Web which cannot be accessed by 
a regular search engine. Unlike the 

Retrieved from https://qph.ec.quoracdn.net/main-qimg-5d4d2bdcafb1f42bbc1668d9d2cfebbb-c?convert_to_webp=true

The Deep, Dark Web

simple sites in the Surface Web 
where information is static, the 
Deep Web holds information in 
dynamic areas that are difficult to 
index, usually in databases. According 
to Nigel Hamilton, who used to 
run a search engine which could 
explore the Deep Web, when the 
“web crawler” reaches a database, it 
cannot dig up content behind the 
search box. If it cannot crawl through 
its contents, then it cannot index 
information; thus, nothing appears in 
a search result. The military, army, and 
government uses the Deep Web, and 
a majority of its contents are highly 
valuable—government documents, 
private files in corporations, and 
a number of academic journals. 

To access the Deep Web, special 
browsers are used, as regular browsers 
are incapable of seeing through its 
invisibility. Is it legal? Yes—however, 
caution must be exercised at all times. 
While contents in the Deep Web 
may generally be harmless, if one is 
not careful, one may stroll along its 

contents and not notice the gaping 
hole in the floor, until… BAM!

Get up, brush the dirt off your 
shoulders, and light a candle—
welcome to the “Dark Web.” 
The Dark Web is a section of the 
Deep Web where illegal activity 
thrives—and where one can witness 
humanity’s vilest face. In the Dark 
Web, one can engage in illegal drug 
trades, weapon selling, assassin hiring, 
advanced hacking services, child 
pornography, and videos of torture 
and cannibalism, to name a few. 
Remember the news about Savage 
Girl sexually abusing a child? There 
are tons of videos like that published 
in the Dark Web—and some 
which are equally or much worse.

Since the Dark Web is a basket 
of rotten fruits, the United States 
FBI took this convenience to their 
advantage. Since this section attracts 
individuals engaged in illegal 
activities, the FBI heavily monitors 
the websites in the Dark Web—to 
the extent of using these as bait. Once 

a person enters a site, or engages 
in Dark Web activities manned by 
authorities, they can be arrested by 
the FBI. Again, if one is not careful, 
curiosity can eventually kill the cat.

It is terrifying to think that the 
Dark Web and the people who 
inhabit it exist, and that murderers, 
pedophiles, rapists, and torturers 
could hide in the skin of people you 
meet every day—the ones you come 
across in the street, the ones with 
you in your commute, perhaps even 
in your friends. But what they all 
teach us is that appearances may not 
always be what they seem, and that 
there may be more that we need to 
understand in what lies in the depths. 

Atticus Finch in Harper Lee’s “To 
Kill a Mockingbird” reminds us that 
people may not be exactly what we 
think. Although it gives hope and light 
to the people in the shadow, the reverse 
again also holds true: people in the 
light can be different in the shadow—
much more frightening, and much 
more that needs to be understood.~
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roundup MISS UNIVERSE

MORE THAN A PRETTY FACE. Miss Universe this year was different. Aside from being more diverse in its selection of top candidates, the pageant also 
highlighted the candidates’ backstories, backgrounds, and achievements.

(Compiled by Andre Joshua T. Aniñon via the official Miss Universe website)

Maxine Medina
Definitely with a heart, our 
very own Miss Philippines 
taught street children 
through the Gawad 
Kalinga organization and 
has participated in various 
typhoon relief operations.

Siera Bearchell
Aside from 
pursuing a degree 
in law, Miss Canada 
has also had the 
opportunity to 
volunteer in more 
than seven charities.

Raquel Pelissier
Pursuing her master’s 
degree in scientific 
research in optometry 
and vision, Miss Haiti 
is researching on the 
regeneration of the optic 
nerve, hopefully curing 
blindness.
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Chalita Suansane
While studying 
microbiology, Miss 
Thailand also volunteers 
at ‘Baan Home Hug’—
an orphanage for 
children who are abused 
or infected with HIV.

theRANDOMspace:  

Iris Mittenaere
Besides working 
on her degree in 
dental surgery, Miss 
France—this year’s 
Miss Universe—
also volunteers at 
Bienvenue-Tongasoa 
and Les Bonnes Fées.

[vice president for Finance and 
Administration] communicated 
this development and there were 
no questions,” Calingacion said.

Calingacion added that they 
welcome suggestions and that this 
policy “is really about securing 
everyone in the university.”

“We now have a campus 
that encourages walking. We 
are no longer hearing noise 
pollution,” Calingacion said.
Parking for faculty and staff

The university has offered 24 
parking slots for students to 
prioritize the faculty and staff. 
However, only 345 members of 
the faculty and staff were able 
to get a complimentary parking 
sticker when it was offered in 
a “first come, first serve” basis.

“Actually, the [parking spaces] 
fall short of the total number 
of faculty and staff, including 
part-time, adjunct, and project 
employees. But if we think about 
giving them all parking spaces, 

we will have a campus that is full 
of vehicles,” Calingacion said.

 Calingacion added that some 
faculty and staff share the same 
parking space.On the other hand, 
faculty and staff members who 
do not have parking slots can get 
gate passes so their vehicles can 
enter the campus. This will allow 
them to be dropped off and picked 
up by their loved ones instead.
Free parking

The university has designated free 
parking areas inside the campus. 

However, Christy Destor, in-
charge of the distribution of parking 
stickers, explained that it is not totally 
for free for four-wheeled vehicles.

“Free parking means it is available 
to all kinds of stickers of any color, of 
any zone. The free parking slots are 
for a limited time only,” Destor said.

On the other hand, parking is 
for free for two-wheeled vehicles. 
Motorcycles can be parked at the back 
of Hibbard Hall and by the College 
of Business Administration gate.

Parking for the public
According to Calingacion, there are 

parking areas open for the community 
for a fee of PHP25 per hour. These 
and other parking areas in the campus 
are provided with security personnel. 
There are also other free parking 
areas for Silliman constituents.

Engr. Edgar Ygnalaga Jr., Buildings 
and Grounds superintendent, said 
that part of the national highway 
[front of Villareal Hall, Uytengsu 
Hall, and onwards] is open to 
the public for parking since it 
is not owned by the university.

Ygnalaga is asking owners of four-
wheeled vehicles parked in those 
areas to follow proper parking rules.

“Mupark sila sa kilid kalsada 
so wala na agi-anan ang mga 
tawo…Magtakilid jud unta ang 
ila pagpark,” Ygnalaga said.

“It is not the university’s 
[property]…it belongs to the city 
so we cannot impose ticketing for 
parking violators since it is outside 
the campus,” Ygnalaga added.~

20 parking.. from page 1

“From my own home, up to 
my graduation as a music major, 
they have given me nothing else 
but selfless love, admiration and 
encouragement which fires up my 
passion for my craft,” Saga added.

Saga stressed that she “sincerely 
hopes to have started a flicker of 
inspiration in the hearts of every new 
and budding musician for generations 

to come” through her concert.
As a member of the Philippine 

Madrigal Singers, which recently 
won the Gran Prix at the 64th 
International Choral Competition 
Polifonico Guido d’ Arezzo, she will 
be joining the group in competing 
for the European Grand Prix 
against four world champions in 
Tolosa, Spain on Nov. 1 this year.~

Anglo will continue to talk to 
different schools, barangays, private 
institutions, and local government 
units to strengthen preventive 
measures against drug abuse. 

The talk was part of a series 

of forums which are part of the 
campaign of the NIR PDEA. 
The series will run from Jan. 
30- Feb. 27 and will cater to 
junior high school, senior high 
school, and college students.~

PDEA  officer.. from page 1

A holy key lies ‘neath within this verse
of ancient pow’r who rules beyond our earth
Thy majesty spreads through this universe
of Til, whose pow’r exalts thy holy worth

Instructions: Decipher TIL. Show solutions in good form.

RIDDLE GAME!
The Weekly Sillimanian publishes riddles and rewards the participant with the right answer with Php 100.

Participants must be enrolled in the current semester 2016-2017. 

if you know the answer, head to the Weekly Sillimanian office  and claim your prize!Last Call for
CONTRIBUTIONS

for The Sillimanian

Artists
Photographers

Film/Music/Book Reviewers
Columnists

Please drop by the Weekly Sillimanian  office for more information or 
contact the staff through the tWS Facebook page. 

Contributions will be accepted until February 12, 2017.

Quote of the Week
“The beauty of a woman must be seen from in her eyes, because that is the 

doorway to her heart, the place where love resides.”

- Audrey Hepburn
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