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APOTHEOSIS OF A SILLIMAN WOMAN. The Miss Silliman 2017 candidates are presented to the public in a press launch together with reigning Miss SIlliman, Aiko Kitane (center) last July 30 at Robinson’s Place Dumaguete Photo by
Joshua Enriquez

Miss SU hopefuls meet the press

T h e ca n d i dat e s
for the Miss Silliman
2017
pageantwereformally
introduced to the public
duringthe
press
launch
last July 30 at Robinsons’
Place,
Dumaguete.
People from local media,
along with the audience, were
invited the event sponsor,
SU Student Government, to
ask the candidates questions
aboutcurrent events and issues.
Michael Endab, junior Mass
Communication student and
director of the press launch,
said that aside from being the
first public appearance, the
press launch was also an avenue

News Wr it er
for the candidates to make an
impression on the Silliman
students and the general public.
Endab
said,
“(The
candidates) are really tested
by their wit in answering
the challenging questions on
current events as well as their
advocacies, and of course by
their character, . . .as they
carry themselves on the stage.”
The 11 candidates vying
for the prestigious title are
Rocyn Honeylou Toquero
(College of Nursing), Sarah
Faye
Dulaca(College
of
Performing and Visual Arts),

Two graduates of
Silliman University qualified for
the Ten Outstanding Students
of the Philippines (TOSP)
2017 from Region VII.
Genin Raya V. Amiscaray,
bachelor
of
business
administration
major
in
Economics,
and
Val
AmielVestil,bachelor of mass
communication, together with
eight other student leaders
from universities in the Central
Visayas,will compete in the
national search for the country’s
TOSP.

Es th er M ic a h B . Gil l esa na
News Wr it er
TOSP is a program held
annually to honor exceptional
youths for their academic
excellence, leadership, morals,
and service to the community.
Amiscaray and Vestil both
graduated magna cum laude
from Silliman University last
March 2016. Amiscaray was
awarded Most Outstanding
Student of the Year while Vestil
was given the Senior Student of
the Year award.
Vestil shared that his main
priority in TOSP is advancing
his advocacy on the environment.

Fifteen colleges, along
with Senior High School, are
taught on how to protect themselves
from
Sexually
Transmitted
Disease (STDs) like Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)
or Acquired Immunodeficiency
Syndrome (AIDS) in an ongoing
guidance
forum
by
Silliman University Guidance
and Testing Division-Office of
Student Services (GTD-OSS).
Resource speakerDr. Lourdes
Estolloso-Ursos, chair of the
Preventive
and
Community

Medicine department of Silliman
University Medical Center, said
that the cases of HIV continue
to increase every year. She
said they started to have HIV
positive patients atleast once a
month from the age of 15 to 49.
She said there at least 86
to 100 HIV cases per day
in the country since 2015.
On the forum with College of
Mass Communication and College
of Nursing last July 10, Ursos
saidaround two to three students
visit them every month because

Chrisse Martha B. Gillesana

Joxel Parao (Institute of
Clinical Laboratory Sciences),
Cieline Mona Jalosjos (College
of Engineering and Design),
Florence
Rasanen(College
of Mass Communication),
Tameera Angelette McQueen
(Medical School), Jasmine
Helen Dudley Scales(High
School), Franz Khyte Bihag
(College
of
Education),
Alyssa Palencia (College of
Computer Studies), Shekainah
Yunque(College of Business
Administration), and Giullia
Rae Lawas (School of Public
Affairs and Governance).
Members of the press,
who also served as judges,
continue to page 4...

Sillimanians qualify for TOSP

Last month he won in the 10th
Eco-generation Environmental
Essay Competition, besting 300
entries from 55 countries.
Vestil said, “I feel really
motivated to keep on doing what
I love doing, which is giving
back to my community in the
way I am capable of. I’m really
using this TOSP experience
to amplify my advocacy on
environmental journalism.”
“It’s also very humbling to
be part of a community of
outstanding students
and

HIV info campaign intensified

continue to page 4...

of painful discharges, and three
are currently under medication.
Ursos
emphasized
the
equal importance of treating
people
with
HIV/AIDSand
Tuberculosis (TB), which is being
tested before the enrollment.
She said that she thinks it
should also be mandatory to have
HIV/AIDS test upon enrollment.
“If you’re really at risk, you need to
have a check up for you to be given
advice or diagnosis as early as now.”
She assured that patients with STDs
continue to page 4...

SU, SUFA sign new CBA
R ay Ch e n S . B a h i nt i n g
Ed it o r-in-C hief

The new Collective
B a r g a i n i n g
Agreement
(CBA)
between Silliman University
Faculty Association (SUFA)
and
Silliman
University
(SU)
administration
was
finally signed last Aug. 3.
All seven issues have been
resolved after one year and
two months of conciliation
mediation between the two
parties that even lead to a strike.
According to Jan Antoni
Credo,
SUFA
president,
“Although we were not able to
get the amount that we were
asking, but (the amount we
have settled for) was for the
best interest of the university.”
Among in the improvements
of offer based on the new CBA
is the retirement benefit of
the faculty which was raised
from 31 to 31.2 days hence the
retirement now is 1.04 months.
Instead of the P38,000
one-time bonus as demanded
by the faculty for 2016, the
administration gave P18,000.
On the across the board or
monthly salary increases of the
faculty, P500 plus additional
P500 allowance was given for

2017. The initial demand of
the faculty union was P1,500.
For 2018, the union and
the administration agreed to
have P1,600 increase on top
of their monthly salary. The
initial demand was P2,300.
“Our faculty would have an
increase of P2,100 after the third
year (excluding the one-time
bonus),” said Atty. Sheila Lynn
C. Besario, chief negotiator
for the administration panel.
From P63 million initial
package offer, an P11 million
was added after the negotiation.
Now, there is a total of P74
million
faculty
package.
The
improvement
in
the offers was based on
the
actual
enrollment.
“That is the reason why we
increased our offer without
compromising the sustainability
of the university,” Besario added.
From the start of the
negotiations,
around
one
year ago, the figures were
based
on
projections.
“We are sure that what we
have in the current CBA can
be sustained. So really it is a
win-win solution,” she said.
On the other hand, Credo said
continue to page 4...

NATURE’S SOUND. The Taiwan Bamboo Orchestra, the only musical group in the world that
exclusively uses bamboo to produce music, performed last July 28 at the Luce Auditorium.
PHOTO BY Noelle Marie Uy
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or many years Cheer Dance competition has been a staple in
the Silliman University Founders Day. The thrilling event
takes place nearing the end of the usual 11-day celebration
after the Miss Silliman pageant, Silliman Idol, Mr. Hibalag and
ParadaSillimaniana and other Hibalag events.
However, this year, there was a plan to replace the traditional
Cheer Dance with a Mega Dance Crew.
However, the Mega Dance Crew was also pulled out, three
weeks before the kick-off of Hibalag events.
Lack of participants was the main reason why bothevents were
dissolved, claimed the Cheer Dance Competition Committee.
Only one college really wanted to send out a team to compete.
Is this because of student
apathy?
The Weekly Sillimanian (tWS)
understands the circumstances
surrounding the cancellation of such events, most especially the
traditional Cheer Dance competition;lack of students affecting
the fund collection of colleges. Not to mention student apathy.
It’s saddening that students will not be able to witness such a
historical competition.
Time is fleeting. The organizers cannot abruptly change or just
add a new major event due to time constraints, and as a result,
both events were cancelled.
The organizing committee said, however, that they will create an
event sans the Cheer Dance competition. However, it will not be
during the Hibalag celebration.
tWS believes that Cheer Dance competition is a tradition and
Hibalag celebration wouldn’t be complete without it. We could
only hope that the Cheer Dance competition will be resurrected in
the coming years for it is a tradition and tradition is our identity
that is meant to be preserved. ~
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sillimaniansspeak
Next Issue’s Question:

“What qualities should
the next Miss Silliman
possess?”

For your answers, just scan the logo or text the CIrculation Manager (09759664662).
Indicate your full name (with middle initial), course and year.

¬ Misconceptions in Islam
By AL-KHAIZER B. WARAD |Civil Engineering IV | Just My Two Cents

To some people, Muslims
are habitually labelled as
extremists, having many wives,
killing innocent people, poor
and uneducated due to what
is being presented in various
forms of media. The fast and
broad power that it possesses
greatly influences not only the
audience’s awareness but also
their behaviour. They instantly
believe what they see on the
internet, TV shows, news
and other forms of media,
without even confirming the
legitimacy or truthfulness
of
those
portrayals.
“Muslim diay ka? Kamusta
ang giyera sa inyoa?”
“Muslim ka? Giunsa nimo
pag abot diri? Gubot didto sa
inyoa?”,
“Muslim ka? Nganong wala
kay kalo katong ginasuot sa
ubang mga muslim?”
“Mag Allahu Akbar pud ka
while gadalag pusil?”
These were some of the
first impressions that I got
during freshman year and
throughout my stay in college
here in Silliman. Maybe these
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were jokes or not, but it’s
still a serious problem that is
growing in our country, I never
thought people were that
misinformed about Muslims
in Mindanao or the people
there. It was different back in
my hometown Bongao, Tawi
Tawi, where everyone is openminded, and where Christians
and Muslims are in religious
dialogue. The barriers that
surround us make us ignorant
and insensitive to other
people’s belief and practices.
The educational system
has also played a major part
in the perpetuation of these
stereotyping practices. History
classes often highlight Jihad
or “holy war” that Muslims
have fought in the past instead
of the fact that majority of the
population of the Philippines
practiced Islam and was
independent and sovereign
until the invasion and
colonization of Spain. And the
fact that Jihad does not really
mean holy war contributes to
the misconception they have
been feeding to the audience.

The Arabic word “jihad”
in a purely linguistic sense
means struggling or striving
and fighting in the name
of the religion. The arabic
word for war is “al-harb”.In a
religious sense, as described
by the Quran and teachings
of the Prophet Muhammad
(P.B.U.H.), “jihad” has many
meanings. It can refer to
internal as well as external
efforts to be a good Muslims
or believer, as well as working
to inform people about the
faith of Islam.If military
jihad is required to protect
the faith against others, it can
be performed using anything
from legal, diplomatic and
economic to political means.
If there is no peaceful
alternative, Islam also allows
the use of force, but there are
strict rules of engagement.
Innocents - such as women,
children, or invalids - must
never be harmed, and any
peaceful overtures from the
enemy must be accepted.
Military action is therefore
only one means of jihad, and

Tiara Jaya Y. Jabutay
M ass Co mmun icat io n ,I I I

asking ourselves this question: “Why
do we build walls instead of bridges?”
With the Dumaguete Pride
Month just around the corner, we
have undoubtedly come a long way
from our earlier efforts to promote
gender sensitivity and equality. The
positive changes we have brought to
the table have led to a gradual change
of perspective and fostered a sense
of acceptance of and comfort for
members of the LGBT community.
Despite these recent developments,
however, it’s still important to
recognize that our mission towards
LGBT equality is not yet over. We
bear witness to a more accepting
society, yes, but we still are
experiencing discrimination and
social stigma against LGBT. It goes
without saying that although LGBT
equality has gone through gradual
progression; it has remained to be
inadequate. Once again we are back
to this particular question: “Why do
we build walls instead of bridges?”
Perhaps it is time for us to view
homosexuals as the human beings

that they are, and not as a wicked
reflection of negative biases that we
hold against them. Perhaps it is time
for us to accept what their hearts want
without ridicule and resentment.
The next time you attempt to
utter an insensitive remark or
discriminatory comment towards
the gay community, go ahead
and ask yourself this: “Why do I
build walls instead of bridges?”~

Photos from httpss//thesummitexpress.com/2017/07/kita-kita-movie-review-fresh-spin-cliched-rom-com.html

Love Need Not See

A “Kita Kita” mo vie
revie w

I

n the past few years,
Filipino movies have been
continuously
improving.
From
the
movies
“Die
Beautiful,” “Seklusyon,” “Ang
Babae sa Septik Tank” and
more, we can see that slowly,
there has been
progress in
how our movies are produced.
Recently, the movie “Kita-Kita”
made a buzz around the country.
It stars the unlikely tandem of
Alessandra de Rossi, known for
her exceptional acting in heavy
dramas, and Empoy Marquez,
a well-known comedian who
starred in a number of films.
According to ABS-CBN news,
the producers only expected for
the real-romance movie to earn
40 percent less than the P90
million it garnered after a week in
theaters. Positive feedbacks were

J en i ev i eve A n n O. A m o res the hearts of the audiences,
making it one of the most
B usin e ss M an age r
posted online that prodded more
people to check out the movie.
For a movie that is not
mainstream, how did KitaKita capture the hearts of
many Filipinos? The movie
captivatingly makes anyone laugh
and cry in ways unpredictable.
It is a story of Lea
(de
Rossi) who is suffering from
temporary blindness. Lea meets
her next-door neighbor Tonyo
(Marquez). Tonyo’s lines like “E
ano kung bulag ka? ako naman
ang magsisilbing mata mo e” will
surely make you kilig and believe
that humor is the new handsome.
The movie’s ending is not
something that is usual in our
films. Usually movie endings
depict happiness, bliss and
contentment. This movie took a
risk. The unorthodox and tearjerking ending probably captured

celebrated Filipino movies today.
The cinematography of the
film makes it more endearing
despite being heartbreaking.
It will make you feel like you
were personally there to witness
their unfortunate love affair.
The acting of Alessandra and
Empoy
was
commendable.
Those two were so relatable.
Empoy’s wit and humor and
Alesandra’s natural acting will
make you fall in love again.
In the end, the film will
leave you lighthearted despite
being
regretful
like
Lea
because it assures you that
love can be found again.
What I learned from the movie
is that love does not need the
eyes to see, just the heart to feel.
It will come at an unexpected
time, unexpected place and
with an unexpected person. ~

continue to page 4...

SILLIMANIAN SPEAKS
Compiled by Jasmyn Siobhan A. Olmido | Circulation Manager

in this field.
Carl Robert S. Cruz BBA
Management II
I wanted to hear more
about his plan on making our
government into a federal
The president should’ve also type of government. As we
discussed about our technology, all know, this was one of his
industry and its economy. I agendas during his campaign
personally think that it will be and perhaps the peace talks
interesting if we have an insight between CPP and the present
on how technologically advance government. I expected that
is our nation and what is to be the president during the
expected in the coming years. SONA highlighted on how
Since technology is somehow a he would resolve poverty in
trend and a part of our culture, the Philippines aside from the
it is somehow a need for the war on drugs which lead to a
president to give us a preview or lot death casualties. And also
a sneak peek of what to expect how would the administration
“What issues should have been
discussed or given importance by
President Rodrigo Duterte on his
2nd State of the Nation Address?”
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bridges,NOT WALLS

n 2016, Manny Pacquiao ignited
an outrage among members
of the lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender or LGBT community
after his homophobic statements
became viral to the public.The senator
reiterated that “man is worse than
animals” when engaging in intimate
relationships with the same sex.
In 2013, Russia’s so-called
gay propaganda law banning the
promotion of homosexual behavior
among minors was implemented. It
was not until June 2017 when judges
of the European Court of Human
Rights (ECHR) ruled it as a violation
to the right of freedom of expression.
In the late 1960s, the first Gay
Liberation marches took place in
a period when homosexuality was
believed to be linked to “mental
illness” or “psychological defects.”
But even today, societal pressures
mixed with harsh familial standards
continue to force gay individuals to
continuously live in the closet.. In
the most subtle ways, we still allow
prejudice and discrimination into
our day-to-day behavior, which is
precisely the reason why we should be

editorial

twsfeatures 3

respond on the disputes that
is happening in Mindanao
especially in Marawi aside from
implementing martial law that
suspended the writ of habeas
corpus which may lead in
abusing power and violation of
human rights. Anonymous
As a senior student, seeing
other
teenagers
roaming
around or taking their youth
out by applying for a job to take
responsibility as a young adult
instead of studying and building
their future, hurts me a lot. As
far as I know, president Duterte
implemented a 4p’s program
for families who cant afford to
send their children to school.
continue to page 4...
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Stranger Celebrations. Even with the simplest things, we celebrate. Even with the most absurd concept, we appreciate. It may be weird but
stranger celebrations do exist.

I Forgot Day
If you frequently
forget events such as
anniversaries or even
things, then July 2 is the
day for you.

Night of the
Radishes
A radish-carving
competition
on
December 23 in Mexico
is the special night of
the radishes and the best
carver of radishes.

Hadaka Matsuri
“Naked Man festival”

Celebrated on the 3rd
Saturday of February, men
in Japan literally test their
manhood and bravery by
wearing loincloths (or none
at all).

National
Backwards Day
You do not always
move forward when it is
January 31. To add a twist
to your daily routine, try
doing it backwards.

Compiled by Merell Lystra l. Recta via https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/fun/ , http://list25.com/25-strangest-holidays-that-people-actually-celebrate/4/
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MS.SU... from page 1
were
Romy
Amarado
(Gold Label Broadcasting),
Jacqueline
Veloso-Antonio
(Dumaguete Tourism Office),
Ray Chen Bahinting (The
Weekly Sillimanian), Roy
Bustillo (CNN Philippines),
Glynda Descuatan (Airtime
Production), Choy Gallarde
(Sky Cable), and Jennifer
Tilos
(Negros
Oriental
Provincial Information Center).
The first question,asked
by Descuatan, sought the
candidates’opinions
on
the recent strike staged by
the
Silliman
University
Faculty Association (SUFA).
Most of the candidates
expressed their support for
SUFA and praised the union
members for their “courage in
fighting for what was right.”
SUFA...

from page 1

that he believes that whatever is
in the new CBA will serve the
best interest of the university.
Credo said: “There were
concessions.
There
were
movements in the part of the
administration; there was also
movementinthepartoftheunion.
(They improved, we reduced).
“The fact that they were
able to improve the retirement
which was the most contentious
issue, which is the reason
why the union agreed.”
The initial demand for
retirement benefit was 1.5
and the union said they would
have wanted to settle at 1.1.
“But we he have thought that
this is not the end. In two years’
time, we will be negotiating for
a new CBA. So we will fight
another day,” Credo added.
“Sa ako ng gi-ingon, dili man
kini matapos. The CBA is a
living document. And padayon
kini nga pagasabutan in the
next how many years samtang
buhi ang university,” he said.
As what I have said, this
doesn’t end. The CBA is a living
document.And it will continue to
be revised in the next how many

Some of the other questions
that the judges asked the
candidates were about President
Duterte’s war on drugs;his
pronouncement to stop the
peace talks with the National
Democratic
Front/New
People’s Army (NPA);openly
criticizing others on social
media; and helping the victims
of the Marawi hostilities.
The press launch comprises
10 percent of the overall
score in the Miss Silliman
pageant. Coronation Night
will be held onAugust 25 at
the Lamberto Macias Sports
and
Cultural
Complex.
The
theme of this year’s
pageant
is
“Embodying
the
Apotheosis
of
a
Silliman
Woman.”~

from page 1

Sillimanians...

beyond being ‘outstanding,’ it
is the heart of nation-building
that glues the TOSP community
together,” he added.
On the other hand, Amiscaray
expressed her gratitude and
years while the university exists. said it was very humbling for
Moreover, Besario said that her to be able to reflecton the
the historic negotation of SUFA total human development and

quality Christian education that
Silliman offers.
“This distinction serves as my
inspiration to continue to serve
because I believe it is my calling,
and because nothing can compare
to the fulfillment that comes
with helping make other people’s
lives better, no matter how small

or simple the act of service may
be,” she said.
The awarding ceremony for
the TOSP will take place at
Malacañang, with the President
presenting the award to the
winners. ~

are treated with confidentialityin
accordance with R.A.8504 or
Philippine AIDS Prevention
and Control Act of 1998.
The forum is entitled “Protect
Yourself (PF): a guidance forum
on protecting yourself from
sexually transmitted disease”.
It will run for seven Mondays
starting last July 10 until Sep. 11.
The guidance forum is a
collaboration between the
SU Medical Center and the
GTD-OSS. Along with the
Personality
Enchancement
Program (PEP) for freshmen,
the forum aims to address

the needs of all the students.
The forum last last July was
participated by the College of
Mass Communication, College
of Nursing, Institute of Clinical
Laboratory and Sciences, College
of Engineering and Design, and
College of Computer Studies.
On Aug. 14 is Institute of
Rehabilitative Sciences, Divinity
School,and College of Education.
Senior
High
School
will have the forum on
September 4, and College
of Business Administration,
School of Public Affairs
and Governance on Sep. 11.

Dr. Juravic Rafols, head of
GTD-OSS, said guidance
counselors offices are open for
counselling to assist students
and may be reached through
their contact numbers or the
Silliman Hotline 0917 707
1901 [emergency contact].
Last year’s forum issue was on
Drug Awareness – Acquiring
and Building Capabilities for
Drug Abuse Prevention and
Education,in collaboration of the
Philippine Drug Enforcement
Agency. (by Esther Micah
Gillesania and Francis Ryan
Pabiana, News Writers) ~

is very rare. To highlight
this point, the Prophet
Mohammed (P.B.U.H.) told
his followers returning from
a military campaign: “This
day we have returned from
the minor jihad to the major
jihad,” which he said meant
returning from armed battle
to the peaceful battle for selfcontrol and betterment.In
case military action appears
necessary, not everyone can
declare jihad. The religious
military campaign has to be
declared by a proper authority,
advised by scholars, who say
the religion and people are
under threat and violence is
imperative to defend them.
The concept of “just war” is

very important.The concept
of jihad has been hijacked by
many political and religious
groups over the ages in a bid
to justify various forms of
violence. In most cases, Islamic
splinter groups invoked jihad
to fight against the established
Islamic order. Scholars say this
misuse of jihad contradicts
Islam.One good example is
the ISIS who is currently
labelling their selves as
Muslims even though they do
not even exemplify what a true
Muslim is. Because of these
people many in the Muslim
community are suffering on
religious discrimination, many
cases have been reported of
mosques being burned down.

We are now being labelled
as killers by the international
community, but before all the
labelling and discrimination
we should also realize that
there are 2 billion Muslims
in the world, if we are really
killers we would have killed
everyone within a week.
Am I right or am I wrong? You
have the benefit of the doubt.
Let me end this with a
quote from Sheik Ahmed
Deedat “The biggest enemy
of Islam is the ignorant
Muslim, whose ignorance
leads him to intolerance,
whose actions destroy the true
image of Islam, and when the
people look at him they think
that Islam is what he is.”~

However, this program limits
other families since in order
to qualify for this program, the
parents should at least pass the
income bracket asked by the
government. In my opinion,

extending scholarship for public
colleges and universities should
be one of the issues that our
president must look forward,
nonetheless I’m not certain that
this issue could be done easily

considering that possesing
sufficient money should be
required. Shiela Maquiling.
BSCE-IV ~

and administration was not easy.
“It took us more than one
year. So we’ve invested a lot
and we talked about the issues
and I’m glad the now we
finally sign the CBA,” she said.
“Hopefully, all of the issues
were resolved and all of the
emotions that went because of
the strike are now over and done
with and now we have the CBA.
We can rest easy,” Besario added.
The
SU
administration
and SUFA will negotiate
again in 2019 for the fourth
and fifth year of the CBA.
On the on other hand,
the liquidity reserves of the
university amounting to at least
P200 million remains intact.
The liquidity reserves are
saved by the university since
2012 from its surpluses for
disaster
preparedness
and
risk
reduction
purposes.
“We are hopeful that it
will serve its purpose. Naa
siya
kung magkinhanglan
ta,”
Besario
said.
~
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WEAR IT WITH PRIDE. Members of the ISPEC(ILLLUMINATES of the SPECTRA) marched
together for the annual LGBTQ+ (Lesbian,Gay,Bisexual,Transgender,Queer and others)pride
parade last July 29,2017 from Quezon Park to Freedom Park. PHOTO BY Hannah Diane E. Bengco
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