
VP Finance asks SG for Proposal of Student Fees
SU ART GALLERY.  Construction is ongoing of the Silliman University Art Gallery, west of the Luce Auditorium to support the culture and the arts education of the K-12 program. Photo by Al Remuel b. tubongbanua
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A junior Economics 
student from silliman university 
baggedthe gold medal duringthe 
4th inter-High school and inter-
collegiate Economics Quiz Bee 
last july 28 at Bangkosentral ng 
Pilipinas (BsP), Dumaguete.

Arl renzyl Gonia,18, bested 
seven other competitors from 
Asian college, colegio de 
santa catalina de Alejandria, 
Foundation university, La 
consolacion college-Bais, 
metro Dumaguete college, saint 

Francis college- Guihulngan, and 
saint Paul university Dumaguete. 

The quiz bee covered 
topics on microeconomics, 
macroeconomics, econometrics 
and international economics,  
central banking, monetary policies,  
national, and international news. 

Despite having only one week 
to prepare for the contest, Gonia 
was able to study at least most 
of the topics with the help of his 
coach, mr. rene rafael juntereal, 
economics department chair. 

“What i did was that i used all 
my vacant time to study on my 
own, get some good rest as well, 
and of course, i always pray and 
ask for God’s guidance,” he said. 
“unfortunately, there’s no next 

level in this contest anymore. But 
after winning as the champion, i 
guess i’ll just cherish this blessing 
God has given to me, uplifting not 
just the name of my college but 
silliman university as a whole,” 
Gonia said.(Esther Micah B. 
Gillesania, News Writer)~

Econ student Wins Inter-Collegiate Quiz Bee
A mAss communicAtion 
graduate is organizing a three-day 
environmental writing workshop 
this Aug. 18 to 20 at the American 
studies resource center (Asrc), 
silliman library.

students Environmental Writing 
initiative or camp sEWi is a 
training workshop for 15 college 
students from Dumaguete on 
effective news and feature writing.

Val  Amiel  Vestil, Bmc 2017 
magna cum laude graduate, said, “i 
wanted to translate this concept of 
‘hugot’ to how mother earth’s heart 
is breaking as a result of our actions. 

This time,ang kalikasan na ang 
humuhugot.”

camp sEWi will serve as a 
platform for aspiring environmental 
journalists to learn from local 
and international environmental 
reporters, authors, and leaders.

The main goal is to increase the 
conversation of the environment 
in community newspapers and 
social media by raising more 
environmental journalists. 

“There’s no denying the fact 
the Philippines is one of the most 
vulnerable countries to climate 

MassCom graduate opens workshop 
on environmental journalism

Miss Silliman pageant theme changed
continue to page 4...tHE  tHEmE For this year’s 

miss silliman pageant was changed 
by the miss silliman committee 
(msc) after the silliman university 
(su) church questioned the 
implication of the word “apotheosis.”

From its original theme, 
“Embodying the apotheosis of a 
silliman woman,”the theme was 
changed to “Embodying the epitome 
of a silliman woman.”

in a letter by Dr. Dennis t. solon, a 
faculty of Divinity school, the Greek 
word “apotheosis” in theology roughly 
means “a post-mortem deification 

of a human being or elevation to a 
divine status” and that it was used 
historically to elevate roman leaders 
or emperors so that citizens may 
honor and worship them as divine.

“i was wondering then if the 
highly theological and controversial 
terminology, apotheosis, would fit 
to our basic understanding of what 
a silliman woman is in a solidly 
christian academic institution. in 
addition, i am not sure if winning 

(or being part of ) a miss silliman 
pageant could already merit 
apotheosis,” it stated.

solon described the use of 
apotheosis for the pageant theme as 
questionable and objectionable, and 
offensive to the university’s motto of 
“Via, Veritas, Vita.”

rev. Dr. noriel c. capulong, 
interim-senior pastor of su church, 
said one of the main concerns of the 
church now is the meaning and 
message the themeconveys to the 
public given that su is a learning 

Sommer J.  Buyante
News Edi tor

No Cheer Dance or Mega Dance
 Crew Contests on Hibalag

Chrisse Martha B.  Gi l lesana
News Wri ter

tHE  siLLimAn  uniVErsity 
inter-college mega Dance crew 
competition for Founder’s Week was 
cancelled due to lack of participants.

mega Dance crew was set to 
replace the cheerdance competition.

susG cheer com chairperson, 
noveyBartoces,said that the 
cancellation ofthe mega Dance 
crew was mainly because only the 
college of Arts and sciences (cAs) 
confirmed to join. 

“The school of medicine messaged 
us that they are interested to join but 

it was long after we had informed 
the concerning bodies - the colleges 
- of the cancellation of the event,” 
Bartoces said.

Bartoces continued that most of 
the colleges said that they cannot 
join the competition because of lack 
of financial support to fund their 
dancers.

A Grade 12 Accountancy and 
Business management student who 
was looking forward for the dance 

competition, irene Pelarios,said the 
susG was reasonable butit needs 
to consider that thecheerdance 
competition is one of the events most 
anticipated by the students..

competitors from the cheerdance 
competition 2016 conveyed their 
dismay on the cancellation of 
cheerdance competition.

A cheerdancer from last year’s 
college of Engineering cheer 
team, seth rey Abella, said:“Dance 
competitions have been conducted 

TNT finalists embrace 
for final contest

tHE tEn FinALists for 
talumpatingtaon 2017 are 
ready for the grand finale this 
Aug. 14, 7 p.m. at claire i sabel 
mcGill Luce Auditorium.

The ten finalists are Kazhan 
Pineda (12-stEAm),  mickhy 
moana mhea tubil (11-stEAm), 
shaira shannine miramon 
(sujHs), Hyle Kristelle Patangan 
(12-stEAm), mybe janica jangad 

(12-stEAm), merilyn morales 
(12-stEAm), jimroe maputi 
(BBA Econ-3), jumille Liquit 
(12-stEAm), micah marnie 
Diamaoden (12-stEAm) and 
Davies Davad (Bs Accy-3).

The competition will adhere 
to the national theme of this 
year’s Buwanng Wika, “Filipino: 
Wikangmapagbago”. (by Jasmyn A. 
Olmido, Circulation Manager) ~

continue to page 4...

Meilynne Gem C .  Sonjaco
News Wri ter

siLLimAn uniVErsit y 
Vice President for Finance and 
Administration (VPFA), Atty. Fe 
marie D. tagle,  wrote to silliman 
university student Government 
(susG) President Allison Ladero 
last july 24 asking for a proposal on 
how miscellaneous and other fees 
charged to silliman students  may be 
properly administered.  

Ladero said, however, that the 

sG is in no position to make 
that proposal now but it would 
instead write another letter to the 
silliman Administration asking for 
clarifications on how miscellaneous 
fees are being administered. 

VP tagle’s letter came after  the 
susG and the Weekly sillimanian 
(tWs) were invited by the 
Administration to a dialogue last july 
10 to address the students’ questions 

on the subject, and also after susG 
had released an official statement in 
its Facebook page expressing support 
for the silliman university Faculty 
Association (suFA) during the 
teachers’ strike  last july 19-21. 

in its statement sG claimed 
that they were treated by the 
Administration with  “kid gloves” 

and that the students’ questions were 
unsatisfactorily answered by the 
Administration during the dialogue. 

susG also questioned the figures 
that were presented to them by the 
Administration.

“While we in the susG are 
merely students, those of us present 
during the dialogue with the 
Administrators could clearly see that 
the figures did not add up to justify 

the Administration’s position on [its 
labor dispute between suFA],” it 
said. 

in her letter, tagle thanked 
Ladero for bringing into her 
attention the concerns pointed out 
in their Facebook statement and 
the new issues which need further 
clarifications, such as cafeteria prices. 

“i shall endeavor to address these 
continue to page 4...

LAST HURRAH BEFORE HIBALAG. the Silliman Library is home to many students looking 
for tranquility while studying for midterm examinations before kicking off the hibalag 
celebration. Photo by Jill C. Silva

continue to page 4...
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“what qualities should
 the next  miss silliman possess?”

The next Miss Silliman should be a woman who is not just a pretty face but a woman with 
great courage who will not settle for less and with unfailing humility in her heart that will do 
everything for God’s greater glory because for me, a Miss Silliman is a perfect example of a 
woman that possesses exceptional competence, character and faith that our school has been 
instilling for the past 115 years.
Warra Marie a. Paclauna, Bachelor of science Physical therapy III

The next Miss Silliman should not only possess both beauty and brains but she should also 
possess the personality of a woman strong enough to be herself on and off stage. The crown 
is like her very own spot light; everyone’s eyes will be on her for an entire year. The pressure 
is very real but she should be strong enough to withstand this pressure and to make it 
through the year and end it with confidence and a smile.
laysah s. Catacutan, Bachelor of secondary Education II

For me, the next Miss Silliman should be God-fearing, she must have Christ in the center of 
her life and also, she should be exemplary not just in the academe but also in conduct. A 
Silliman woman should empower not just the Silliman community but also the people in the 
society. She should not just lead but also follow.
Bienni Claire delmo, Bachelor of science in Nursing III

Being a Sillimanian for almost 8 years now, I have seen not only the beauty of the university 
but also the people as well. Silliman University have always been consistent with their Miss 
Silliman throughout the years. A person who is refined, a person who fears the Lord and of 
course a person who is undeniably beautiful. 
A Miss Silliman is someone who should be looked upon by every student studying in this 
university. She should embody the silliman spirit and should also live with the 5C’s (Classrom, 
Church, Cultural Center, Court and Community). Being a student of this prestigious school, 
I believe that the miss silliman should also have class and grace. She must know how to be 
sophisticated as an individual. Although, we now live in a liberated world, I believe that a 
Miss Silliman still has that aura of a “dalagang filipina”.
Nikki ria l. Zosima, Bachelor of science in Civil Engineering Iv

Next Issue’s Question:

“What activities do you look forward 
to during the Hibalag Booth festival?”

for your answers, just  scan the logo on the left or text the CIrculation Manager (09759664662).  
Indicate your full name (with middle initial), course and year. 

An Acceptable Reason

oh! The hypocrisy of it all
BY Angelica Mae D. Gomez | feature Writer | Just a thought

Kyle Juliano:
Living his dream

People of authority carry an air 
of responsibility that demands 
respect from individuals on the 
lower hierarchy. in this institution, 
no doubt, students fall under the 
heavy palms of the instructors’ 
guidance.  more often than 
not, students will do anything 
to maintain their grades. not 
cheating—sometimes, we have no 
choice but to fulfill the teachers’ 
demands. it cannot be counted on 
one hand the number of accounts 
where the students must answer 
to their teachers’ desires.

one instructor prevented 
latecomers to take the midterm/
final exam of their subject, and 
told them to come back during 
the time of the next group of 
students. When they did, the 
teacher announced a shortage 
of test papers and some students 

from that group were unable to 
take the exam to accommodate 
the latecomers of the previous 
group. only at 7 pm that night 
were they able to take the exam 
because the teacher had no other 
free time.

in other cases, points mean 
money. yes, that’s right. money. 
Buying books, buying tickets to 
shows, going to this event, and 
spending more money on this and 
that mean points to our grades. 
We are told that they are required, 
and that they’re significant to the 
subject. so what? Essentially, we 
are not earning our grades, we are 
paying for them.

“no. All muslims are terrorists.” 
i’m sorry, did those words really 
escape from a silliman teacher’s 
lips? must we be disrespected and 
shamed for our beliefs? Horrific. 

it’s difficult to justify statements 
like these from instructors under 
the banner of an institution like 
silliman university. silliman 
promotes holistic education under 
christian Faith. Does that mean 
all other beliefs do not deserve 
respect? it should not be so.

cumbersome burdens are upon 
the shoulders of teachers, but that 
does not mean they cannot take 
care of their students. There are 
teachers who are loved in silliman, 
as well. it’s just that there is only 
so much we can take before we 
begin to think ill of a system that 
is home to people who inspire ill 
themselves. Acknowledgement 
of these issues is due. A weight 
hangs heavily on the hearts of 
students—one that has stemmed 
from anger and hate. We can only 
hope that it will be lifted.~

THE ANONYMOUS WHO

     Concealed cracks in the glass castle

 Keilla Wilson Choi 
Grade 12-  AbM

Ray Chen S.  Bahinting
Edi tor- in-Chief

sillimaniansspeak

the Vice President for Finance and Administration, Atty. 
Fe marie tagle, has taken action to address issues in the 
university concerning money and finances. 

she wrote a letter to the president of silliman university 
student Government(susG), Allison Ladero, asking the latter 
“for a proposal on how miscellaneous and other fees charged to 
silliman students  may be properly administered.”

This step of the Vice President is indeed motivated by pure 
intentions,or is it?

The Weekly Sillimanian (tWS) cannot help but be skeptical about 
this act of the office of the Vice President. 

First, it was clear in the statement of the susG in their 
Facebook page that they are only asking for an explanation on 
issues like sudden increase of air 
condition fees this semester.

The student government also 
wanted to clarify where the 
university’s surplus amounting to around P300 million or the 
Liquidity reserves come from?

These issues, we suppose, can be very well explained to the whole 
student body.

A letter to susG would be unnecessary.
second, tWS believes that what the Vice President has asked from 

the susG is too much; something that the student government is 
in “no position of making.”

The susG is composed of students, while the administration is 
composed of people experts in their own rights. 

The susG has the right to question anything that concerns the 
rights and welfare of the students; while the administration has 
the obligation to answer these queries.

if there is a party that should be responsible in explaining and 
making a “proposal on how the miscellaneous and other fees are 
to be properly administered,” it should be the administration and 
not the susG.~

Kyle juliano is slowly going 
up the ladder to becoming 
the next big star in the 

Philippine music industry.
This sillimanian used to only 

watch his singing idols perform 
on tV,but last sunday, july 30, 
Kyle performed his song “Malapit 
Pa Rin” in a duet with tV actor 
Piolo Pascual on ABs-cBn’s 
AsAP, the longest-running 
musical variety show in the 
Philippines.

 “Performing on national tV 
has always been my dream since 
i was a kid,” the 20-year-old Kyle 
said. 

 “of course, i was very, very 
happy that i shared the stage with 
Piolo.”

“Ilanggiingon that i’ll be 
singing “Malapit Pa Rin” lang, but 
then the next day they texted me 
to have a duet of the song with 
Piolo,” shared the silliman idol 
2014 champion.

Kyle surely made his fellow 
sillimanians proud.

“Malapit Pa Rin” is the song 
of his band The chill Pills. it’s 
the tagalog version of “Dekat Di 
Hati” (close to my Heart), an 
indonesian love song thattalks 
about long distance relationships. 

This song’s official music 
video by The chill Pills has 
reachedmore than 150,000 views 
on youtube. 

“if it wasn’t for him (raffy 
cabristante) and if it wasn’t for 
the chill Pills, i wouldn’t be able 
to get this far,” Kyle shared. 

The chill Pills was formed in 
2015 in manila by cabristante, 
a mass communication graduate 
from silliman, and his college 
mate, Katrin Arcala. Both have 
since moved on to build their 
own careers in media.

The present and the more 
known lineupwas formed in 
november 2016, after raffy 
finished writing “Malapit Pa Rin.” 

“When we recorded the song 

Photos from https://www.
facebook.com/public/Kyle-Juliano
 http://pop.inquirer.net/2017/08/
new-universal-records-artist- 
kyle-julianos-rendition-song-
malapit-pa-rin-piolo-pascual/

All around the world, 
bodies are sold. All for the 
pleasure of someone bold. 

They take something they do not 
deserve. They still have the nerve 
to fill your head with lies and 
deceit. it’s no easy feat to wake up 
every day and know you’re chained 
this way, forced to stay without 
an escape. Their hands scrape 
through every inch of skin. There’s 
no place they haven’t been. your 
body is no longer yours, it’s theirs, 
and no matter what you wear you 
cannot hide the tears they’ve left 
behind in their wake. if you put up 
a fight your life is at stake. Who 
knows what else they’ll break?

They sold you for money even 
if you didn’t agree and they would 
have you believe you’ve no right 
to grieve for your stolen virtue. 
But what if i told you that you’re 
beautiful and that you matter 
and are worth fighting for? i’m 
speaking up for you today to 
help make your voices louder and 
clearer. your pleas have been heard 
and now it’s time to make a move.

Let me tell you a little 
something about jane and if 

you’re reading please help her. 
she’s been suffering for too long. 
The days seem too short for her 
and the nights never end. she’s 
tossed around like clockwork 
from one client to another. she 
sits in the corner of her room 
screaming to God she wants to 
leave. she’s been through so much 
pain to the point that the pain 
has all but become numb. until 
another client comes in making 
her feel vulnerable all over again 
with every touch and every word.

How can i make you understand 
what these people are going 
through? Even if you ask and 
listen to every word still you do 
not hear, see, nor feel what they do. 
you do not know their stories. you 
have not walked in their footsteps. 
you do not have names scarred in 
your hearts, branded across every 
patch of skin. These remind them 
of every person who has dared to 
touch and take what was not given.

The truth is you’ll never 
understand what it feels like 
to swim against the currents;  

to keep your head afloat; to 
hope you’ll see the shore; or 
to scream into the darkness 
wanting to be heard and saved.

What if i told you that we can 
make a difference by lending a 
hand? Be a friend to them when 
there is none. open our eyes to 
see their beauty. open our hearts 
to give them love. open our ears 
to give them solace. We could 
give them the greatest gifts— 
the gift of hope. There is always 
hope that things will get better, 
that they are worthy of love, and 
that they belong somewhere.

so, let us all put an end to 
this modern-day slavery for no 
one deserves to have a price tag 
attached on their body. if we 
choose to remain idle in the face of 
this injustice, then we are no better 
than the oppressors. so, help me 
put an end to human trafficking.

Keilla, is the winner of Stop 
Human Trafficking, Spoken 
Word Competition, organized 
by the Silliman University 
Student Government last 
July 28 at Oriental Hall.~ 

“What If I Told You?”

Just when he couldn’t get much 
worse, i remember reading an 
article a few months ago that the 
famed boxer/Philippine senator 
spoke out against a still pending, 
anti-discrimination legislative 
proposal which is slated to 
protect the rights of transgender 
individuals. i just wanted to bring 
this topic up again because the 
document is also meant to help 
prevent discrimination against 
those who are cross-dressers in the 
Philippines. so, why does manny 
Pacquiao have a problem with this 
piece of potential legislation?

Apparently, Pacquiao simply 
doesn’t support senate Bill 
1271’s mission to eliminate 
discrimination based on sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or 

expression. The controversial 
athlete turned politician noted 
that in the Bible, woman should 
wear women’s clothing and that 
a man, men’s clothing. to make 
matters worse, he defended his 
opposition to the bill by claiming 
that cross-dressing could be used 
to “commit fraud.” Pacquiao went 
on to site the murder of jennifer 
Laude, who was killed in 2014 
by u.s. marine Lance corporal 
joseph scott Pemberton, as an 
example of this said “fraud.” 
According to the conservative 
sportsman, Pemberton’s crime was 
downgraded to a homicide due to 
Laude deceiving him.

What kind of one-sided, sick 
thinking is that?

it is really unfortunate that a 

person like manny Pacquiao is 
consumed with so much prejudice 
and homophobia that it just 
gets on my nerves every time. 
Though it is a big leap for many 
to grasp that gender identity and 
sexual orientation may not always 
necessarily correspond, he just 
doesn’t seem to realize the societal 
challenges a transgender people 
struggle with every single moment 
of their lives. considering that 
transgender people have been 
killed, bullied, and harassed for 
doing just that, Pacquiao and his 
group of self-righteous Bible-
thumpers should take a lesson 
from their holy book and do the 
christian thing:  have some mercy 
and compassion and out with all 
the hypocrisy! ~

at a friend’s house in December 
2016, Kyle invited his high school 
bandmate jD Garcia to do lead 
guitar duties, hence our present 
lineup,” raffy said. 

However, before their song 
“Malapit Pa Rin” trended, 
universal records noticed Kyle 
earlier this year after his cover of 
james Arthur’s “say you Won’t 
Let Go” went viral. 

His cover has now made over 
two million views and reposted 
by different Facebook groups like 
Filipino Vines and Mugstoria. 

Last july, someone from ABs-
cBn contacted the chill Pills 
through their Facebook page. 
However, it was only Kyle, the 
lead vocalist, who got invited to 
perform on AsAP.

“i believed in my talent, that’s 
why i grabbed the opportunity,” 
said Kyle over a Facebook 
interview with the Weekly 
sillimanian.

Kyle has now signed contracts 
with universal records. This 
Filipino label counts among its 
artists the music icons  Gary 
Valenciano, regine Velasquez, 
ogie Alcasid and Parokyani 
Edgar.

Kyle’s “Malapit Pa Rin” single 
will finally be available digitally 
on Aug.11.

Rocky Road en route to dream
But Kyle’s journey to where he 

is now was never easy. 
Despite his soulful voice and 

passion for music, Kyle also failed. 
He had auditioned in various 

local and national singing 
competitions like tawagng 
tanghalan but did not make 
it. He has also joined singing 
competitions where he won some 
and lost some. 

But those failures never 
hindered him. 

“Even though i told myself 
not to join television singing 
competitions anymore, i still 
continued making covers and 
just enjoyed them and i’m very 
thankful that someone noticed 
me,” he said.

one of the biggest challenges 
Kyle is yet to face en route to 
achieving his dream is living 
alone. 

“This is the first time that i live 
away from my family,” Kyle said. 

Kyle had to leave silliman 
university to pursue his music 
career in manila. 

He transferred to university 
of the Philippines Diliman, still 
as an Electrical Engineering 
student. 

“Gi-sacrifice jud nako ang 
Silliman. Di unta ko ganahan mu 
balhin but since this is a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity, ni grab 
nalang judko,” he shared. 

His family would also have 
wanted Kyle to continue his 
education in silliman. But he 
decided to move to manila at the 
suggestion of universal records.

“Lisod man kung Dumaguete-
based ko. What if naay recording, 
mag sige kog balik-balik manila.
Kalas plete.”

Asked what he will miss about 
silliman, Kyle said:

“tanan actually, especially my 
block mates (huhu). i will miss 
Hibalag but i hope makaadtoko.”

Solid support
in his new endeavor, Kyle finds 

strong support fromfamily and 
friends.

“i am very proud of him,” said 
Lemuel juliano, Kyle’s father. 

“Every now and then, mo bisita 
raiya mama. Then every night 
mag video call lang mi sa iya para 
dili mingaw,” he added.

Kyle’s father is in japan while 
his mother and his sister are in 
Dumaguete. 

“As usual, bisan layo siya namo, 
we always do our evening devotion 
with him via group video call,” his 
father continued. 

Lemuel has only two reminders 
for his son:Be humble and finish 
Electrical Engineering. 

“Pagpray ug pagpasalamat sa 
opportunity nga gihatag kaniya sa 
Ginoo,” he added.

His father also thanked Kyle’s 
former schools, West city 
Elementary school, Dumaguete 
science High school and 
silliman university. 

on the other hand, Kyle’s 
bandmates cannot help but be 
proud of him.  

raffy said, “Kyle is humble, 
chill, and super talented, and he 
deserves everything he has right 
now. i’m really glad that a song i 
wrote helped him to get to where 
he is now.Being a recording artist 
is something he’s always dreamed 
of.

“We never really expected that 
song to gain major exposure; jam-
jam ragud namo na sauna,” he 
added. ~



roundup

theraNdomspace:  Taxes Geared To decrease The counTry’s PoverTy. The Tax Reform Package aims to address the country’s poverty by having some 
changes to the current tax system to better government service in the succeeding years.

Compiled by Merell Lystra  l. Recta  via https://www.pinoymoneytalk.com/dof-tax-reform-package-may-2017/ 

exemPTion To 
low income 

earners

hiGher Pay for oil 
ProducTs

                Tax exempted 
entities will now have 

VAT such as power 
transmission and domestic 

shipping which means 
you will pay more to these 

services.

Pay more To 
your suGary 

drinks

BINULAG KITA

                citizens 
earning less than 

P250, 000 annually are 
exempted from paying 

taxes however.

                Since the revenues 
collected will be affected with 
this bill, putting excise tax on 

oil-based products such as 
fuel will be implemented.

Pay more To 
value-added 

Taxes (vaT)                  Soft drinks, 
powdered juice, or 

instant coffee mix will 
be slapped with a high 
increase at around P10 

per liter.

VP... from page 1

No Cheer... from page 1

from page 1Miss Silliman...

for a very long time already and it 
even sets the bar higher every year. i 
was devastated when it was suddenly 
cancelled and that there are no other 
more events to compensate it with.”
sunshine serdan, a dancer from 
last year’s college of Engineering 
and Design (cED) cheer team, 
also shared the same sentiment. she 
added that cED would have joined 
the competition if it wasn’t changed 
to a mega dance crew competition 
in the first place. 

“if cheeerdance pa unta, mu apil 
mi[college of Engineering] but gi 
mega crew man so wala nalang and 
ni focus nalang mis modern Dance 
competitionpag Acquaintance. As 
a cheerleader since 2013, it saddens 
me. For us, cheering is life and 
founder’s week won’t be complete 
without it. This is our only time to 
showcase every stunt, toss and flips 
that we trained for,” she shared.

Zandrea Bolo, a dancer from 
the defending cheerdance 
champions college of Business 
Administration (cBA), expressed 
his disappointment over the 
susG’s “sudden” decision to cancel 
cheerdance competition.

“They changed it to mega Dance 
crew and they wanted us to join but 
no, dili mi ganahan ug modern dance. 
Among ganahan kay cheerdance 

nya mao man pod and ganahan sa 
mga tawo (We don’t want modern 
dance competition. What we want 
is cheerdance competition and that 
is also what the people want),” Bolo 
said. 

Despite the said cancellation, 
susG cheer com vice-chair, 
marielle Buscato, said the 
committee is planning to conduct 
two dance workshops for this school 
year.

“We are planning to have 
a cheerdance Workshop 
soon which is exclusive for 
sillimaniancheerdancers only and 
a Dance Workshop as well which is 
exclusive for all dancers in general. 
The Dance Workshop will be open 
to all in order to generate income,” 
she said.

Buscato added that the 
cheerdance Workshop will be held 
at the end of the 1st semester in 
october and the Dance Workshop 
will be held in november this year.

moreover, she pointed out that 
their committee is currently in 
negotiation with the national 
collegiate Athletic Associationto 
organize a regional qualifying leg 
in Dumaguete in order to provide 
opportunities for cheerleaders and 
athletes from the city to compete in 
the nationals this 2018. ~

institution rooted in christian 
tradition.

He added that the message 
should be “to follow the Lord jesus 
christ who taught humility and 
servanthood rather than to aspire 
for greatness and elevation above all 
others.”

meanwhile, msc chair Hanz 
Denzil Villahermosa said the 
committee did not intend to use 
the word “apotheosis” in the biblical 
context, but instead the other 
meaning it possessed.

According to the merriam-
Webster dictionary apotheosis has 
two definitions.

The first definition is the perfect 
form or example of something, and 
the second is the elevation to divine 
status. According to Villahermosa, 
the former definition is what they 
intended to use.

“it’s like making that person the 
standard for a particular thing. That’s 
why we really limited it to the level 
of a silliman woman,” Villahermosa 
said.“We’re not saying the apotheosis 
of a siliman woman to a God. 
Whoever wins miss silliman will be 

the highest example of what it is to 
be a silliman woman.”

Villahermosa said he was able to 
explain his side to capulong last 
August 3 (Thursday) after he was 
informed about solon’s letter.

“i told [capulong] that when [the 
committee] was conceptualizing the 
theme, we wanted it to be a sequel 
to the theme three years ago which 
was ‘recalling the Quintessence of 
a silliman Woman.’ For this year’s 
theme, we only replaced the verb 
with ‘embodying’ and the noun with 
‘apotheosis’ which is closely related 
to ‘quintessence’,” he shared.

Villahermosa clarified that while 
the theme was originally his idea; 
the decision to push through with it 
was collective. He pointed out that 
he first consulted his advisers before 
the theme was released.

However, after the church 
questioned the theme, msc agreed 
to replace the word apotheosis with 
“epitome”. 

“i decided that it doesn’t change 
the meaning as long as it is able to 
provide the same message we want 
to send out to people,” Villahermosa 

said, “it’s better to fix problems 
now than at the end of the pageant, 
and so we are changing the word 
[apotheosis].”

According to Villahermosa, the 
word “epitome” is very timely since 
the theme for the theme-wear 
portion of the pageant is “epitomical 
goddesses of virtues.”

Furthermore, he shared that 
although he recognizes his lapse 
on the process, he regrets nothing 
because his prior decision in 
choosing the theme was reasonable.

“i recognize that lapse, but i was 
also just practicing my profession,” 
he added.“As an English teacher, i 
know that a word can have different 
meanings based on context.”

Villahermosa then said that 
despite the change, he is still satisfied 
with the committee’s decision. 

“At the end of the day, we are one 
silliman community, one with our 
mission and vision,” he said,” And 
if the church feels that the word 
[apotheosis] is not aligned to what 
the university is trying to impress 
on the entire community, then we 
would adjust to that.” ~

as you had requested. meanwhile, i 
invite you to give me a proposal on 
how you believe the miscellaneous 
and other fees are to be properly 
administered (charging, collection, 
and accounting to ensure more 
transparency), or options for the 
students to just personally assume 
the incidental costs of education in 
silliman in lieu of fees,” tagle wrote.

tagle also asked for a written 
suggestion of what format the 
administration should use in 
its clarifications “that would be 
most facilitative to the student 
government’s understanding.” 

Ladero said in an interview with 
the Weekly sillimanian (tWs) last 
August 7 the student Government 
was grateful for the initiative of the 
Administration to reach out to them. 

He also expressed willingness 
to work  with the Administration. 
However, he said it would be difficult 
for the sG  to provide a proposal on 

the administration of fees. He said  
the sG  are just students and they do 
not know how the whole financial 
management system of silliman 
works.

“i don’t think we can give a proposal 
because in the first place, what we’re 
just asking is just few clarifications 
about the whole process. About what 
are these fees we are paying for and 
where they go.” Ladero said. 

instead of giving a proposal, 
Ladero said they are writing a reply 
to the Administration containing 
their questions for clarifications. 
He said they will seek answers first 
before they could decide on the  need 
for them to suggest a new proposal. 

“But i trust the Administration. i 
believe that they have a lot of experts. 
They’re doing their best for us in 
silliman university. . .” 

He said they will probably send 
the letter  by the end of August or  
the first week of september. ~

Enviro Com runs Coastal Clean-Up Challenge in Dumaguete
tHE siLLimAn uniVErsity 
student Government Environment 
committee (susG Envirocom)is 
calling for participants totheir weekly 
coastal clean-up challenge.

According to julmar joseph 
misa, chair of susG Envirocom, 
the challenge is a wake-up call for  
barangay residentsand government 
officials regarding the growing water 
pollution problem.

The activity is in line with the 
committee’s main project for this 

semester entitled, “masEAkap at 
masEApagnaBatangDagat.”

The project aims to promote 
ocean conservation, environmental 
protection, and community 
empowerment. 

The committee has already spent 
four saturdaysatsilliman Beach, 
Escaño Beach and El orienteBeach. 

Their next stop is the rizal 
Boulevard this saturday, Aug. 12, 
from 5:30 a.m. to 7:30 a.m. 

The committee on student 

organization will give 5,000 points 
to participating academic and 
non-academic organizations from 
silliman university for every three 
representatives and 1,000 points for 
a single representative. 

misasaid the activity is open to 
everyone, including those that are not 
sillimanians.

The challenge started last july 
8 and will end on sept. 16. (By 
Esther Micah B. Gillesania, News 
Writer)~

THE LUCKY FIVE. the Silliman Idol top 5 were chosen during the songs-of-90s-inspired 
semi-final round last Aug. 7 at  Robinson’s Place Dumaguete. .(L-R)Charles bryan Aton 
(second from the left), Penelope Jan bautista, Sun Reong ok, Quin Marie Quidet, and Charyn 
ong. Photo by hannah Diane bengco

change. so we need to engage 
ourselves in conversation; we need 
to participate and get involved in 
ways we are capable of,” he said, 
“That is my hugot. That is why i 
created camp sewi, primarily as a 
platform to increase environmental 
news coverage in community 
newspapers and other multimedia,” 
Vestil said. 

Deadline for submission 
of applications is on Aug. 12. 
Applications can be done online 
via http://tiny.cc/campsewi. ( by 
Esther Micah B. Gillesania, News 
Writer)~

MassCom ... from page 1

NEW LOOK, NEW FACE. the shaw Memorial Pool (bottom) is on its way to a new look as 
waters is drained, tiles removed, and filters cleaned. PHoto by gloria gem lumayag

4  twsopinion the weekly sillimanian
August  11, 2017


