
Law and Junior HigH 
ScHooL champions in the Law 
oratorical competition delivered 
speeches on why extension of 
martial law in Mindanao is 
essential and why international 
Supreme court (icc) cannot 
validly acquire jurisdiction on the 
alleged extrajudicial killings in 
President rodrigo duterte’s war 
on drugs.

The oratorical competition 
for Junior High School students 
and Law students was hosted by 
Silliman university (Su) college 
of Law debate club last aug. 
31 at Luce auditorium, Silliman 
university. 

Four junior high school 
contestants from different schools 

in dumaguete city delivered their 
speeches based on the question: 
“is it prudent for congress to 
extend the declaration of Martial 
Law in Mindanao until the 31st 
of december 2017?”

 alliah carmela B. abella, 
the grand champion for 
the Junior High School 
category, from ramon 
Teves Pastor Memorial 
dumaguete Science 
High School 
(rTPM-dSHS), 
took the affirmative 
side.  

 “ it is just prudent for 

congress to extend Martial Law 
for we can’t say that the Maute 
and the iSiS are the only groups 
that we are facing against, a lot of 
sympathizers are slowly surfacing, 
and in my observation, most of the 
evacuees from the battle of Marawi 
as reported by the media, are old 
people, mothers and children,” 
doa said. 

She said further that Filipino 
people won’t be able to win the 

battle against those who want 
to break them apart if they are 

at war within themselves. 
She emphasized the need 

to trust “our people” to 
withstand dangers. 

NOT OVER YET? Two weeks after Hibalag Booth Festival but some booths at the Ravello field are not yet deconstructed. PHOTO BY JILL C. SILVA
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Impeachment trial on Nursing rep. ‘unconstitutional’ 

Esther Mic ah B.  Gi l lesania
News Wri ter

Francis  Ryan B.  Pabiania
News Wri ter

One of the photos during the “SEAlliman: Photographic Journey in Marine Research Conservationand Coastal 
Resource Management” photo exhibit last Aug. 25-31. Now, the photos are displayed at Silliman University 
Marine Laboratory. PHOTOS from the Stewards  Facebook page

Chrisse Martha B.  Gi l lesania
News Wri ter
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T H e  S u P P o S e d 
i M P e a c H M e n T  T r i a L 
of Silliman university Student 
government (SuSg) assembly 
against nursing representative ara 
Francine Tam was dismissed after 
being called “unconstitutional.” 

Tam, from Students union for 
reforms (Sure) Party, was said to 
incur three consecutive absences. 

These absences were considersed 
“unexcused” due to Tam’s failure to 
present excuse letters for each of 
the absences.

However, during the session last 
Sep. 8, Jayson capundag, senior 

law student and judicial adviser of 
Tam, called that the proceedings  
be dismissed because there was 
no written complaint filed against 
Tam.

according to article iX-d Sec. 
2-1 of the SuSg constitution, 
a written complaint signed by 
at least one-fourth of the total 
members of the Student assembly 
or 12 percent of the total members 
of the SuSg is required before an 
impeachment trial can take place.

no such document was presented 
by the impeachment committee 
prior to the trial.

only a notice of violation 
and a letter calling for Tam’s 
impeachment were the bases 
for the proceedings by the 
impeachment committee.

capundag later described the 
session as “unconstitutional” 
because the committee’s act of 
conducting the trial contradicted 
the SuSg constitution.

“it is very apparent in your 
rules that in the first place, wala 
man ju’y complaint. So how can 

we impeach a person if wala 
mo’y [written] complaint in the 
first place?” capundag told the 
impeachment committee during 
the session.

Maria Theresa Belciña, who was 
also Tam’s judicial adviser, said she 
felt that the committee and the 
legislative body were going against 
Tam’s party and not Tam herself.

“it ’s more of a party now. it ’s 
not ara herself,” said Belcina, 
referring to Tam’s membership in 
Sure party which has long been 
the rival of cauSe party every 
SuSg election.

at present, concerted action 
for the upliftment of Students’ 
endeavors (cauSe) party  holds 
the majority, composing 75 
percent (33 of 44 members) of the 
legislative body. 

capundag commented that 
committee should be fair regardless 
of political parties. 

“They should decide the case 
based on the merits and not based 
on the party where ara belongs,” 
he commented. 

However, committee on 

Oratorical champs talk about EJKs, ML in MindanaoIEMS exhibits photos of marine life

SiLLiMan univerSiT y 
i n S T i T u T e o F 
environMenTaL and 
Marine ScienceS (Su-
ieMS) exhibited photos of 
marine organisms at the 2nd floor 
of Silliman university (Su) Main 
Library, last aug. 25 to 31. 

The exhibit was entitled 
“Sealliman: Photographic 
Journey in Marine research 
conservation and coastal 
resource Management”  in line 
with the theme, “celebrating 
god’s Faithfulness through His 
underwater creations.”

The photographs were taken by 
Manuel eduardo de la Paz, M.S. 
in Marine Biology class of 2011 
and now instructor at university 
of Saint La Salle; danielle Mark 

Fukuda and clint alvior, both 
M.S. in Marine Biology  students 
and research assistants at Su-
ieMS; and oliver Paderanga, 
candidate in Ph.d. in Marine 
Biology and a teacher at camiguin 
Polytechnic State university. 

all ten photos displayed were 
taken during their field research 
activities. 

Sealliman was initiated by 
the Su-ieMS’ Students Toward 
environmental welfare and 
research for development and 
Sustainability (STewardS). 

according to  STewardS 
president, clint alvior, the 
purpose of the exhibit is to let 
people appreciate the marine 
species and underwater features Sillimanians take 5th and

 10th places in Med Tech Board Exam
Two Magna cuM Laude 
graduates of Silliman university 
institute of clinical Laboratory 
Sciences (Su icLS) ranked 5th 
and 10th  in the august 2017 
Medical Technologist Licensure 
exam.

Kisha Katrin Tejoc olpoc 
ranked 5th with 90.50 percent 
passing rate, while Juri nazareth 
Mapa ochotorena ranked 10th 
with 90 percent. 

They are among Silliman 
university’s 140 new licensed 
medical technologists. The 
university’s  over-all passing rate 
is 96.55; the national passing rate 
is 85.12 percent. 

The two topnotchers from 
Silliman expressed their gratitude 

to the Lord.  
olpoc said she was in disbelief 

after hearing the news. 
“out of all people, i was the 

person who least expected it to 
happen. The idea occurred to me 
as a long shot. ultimately, it was 
Him who was generous enough to 
provide what i was always hesitant 
to ask for,” she said.  

on the other hand, ochotorena 
said he focused on preparing 
physically, mentally, and spiritually 
during his board exam review. He 
emphasized the importance of 
being spiritually prepared for the 
exam. 

“above all else it ’s important 
to keep one’s faith grounded 
in biblical truth. So i regularly 
joined a group of guys, in which 
we basically gather together once a 
week and be collectively refreshed 
about the gospel. also, it ’s pivotal 
to do quiet time in order to spend 
time with the Lord and grow in 
our relationship with Him. This is 
the activity i need to do daily,” he 
shared.  

Meanwhile, university of San 
agustin, cebu doctors university, 
Holy name university and colegio 
San agustin-Bacolod city were 
the Top Performing Schools with 
100 percent over-all passing rate.  
(with Esther Micah B. Gillesania, 
News Writer)tWS

Francis  Ryan B.  Pabiania
News Wri ter
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“what do you think is the strongest aspect of 
silliman education? what do you think still 

needs improvement?”
Best aspects:One of the best aspects of Silliman education is the more relaxed atmosphere; relaxed 
in a way that there isn’t much pressure imposed on students. Less pressure can be conducive to 
learning.Needs Improvement:
Consequently because of the more relaxed atmosphere there’s always a tendency that students 
will take it for granted and not take their studies too seriously. So the school should address that 
issue and balance it out.
Yyah Marie R. Molas, BS Entrepreneurship IV

I think the strongest aspect of Silliman education is its sophisticated yet ‘no arte’ approach in 
teaching. This teaches the students the essence of education at its purest sense. The only matter 
that I’d like to see improvement on is for students to be able to use school facilities with more 
liberty but with less cost.
John Francis P. Caballeda, BSEE-III

I believe that the strongest aspect of Silliman education are its teachers. The teachers of Silliman 
University are dedicated and passionate in their chosen field(s) and reflect their passion in their 
teaching. Their passion and charisma are evident with them only wanting the best for their 
students and want them to learn and use the fullest of their abilities. 
Perhaps the pacing and thoroughness of the teaching method should be looked upon but other 
than that, Silliman University continues to provide quality Christian-based education making sure 
to radiate the Via, Veritas, Vita.
Noelle Marie A. Uy, Grade 12- STEAM

I think the strongest aspect of Silliman education is in the many supported opportunities of 
learning experiences outside the classroom - leadership trainings, foreign exchange programs 
and cultural appreciation shows are few of the examples that emphasizes this. In terms of 
improvements, technological advancement to further enhance and keep up with changing times 
should be a priority.
Alven Marie A. Timtim, Mass Communication  IV

Next Issue’s Question:
“What can you say about the P1000 

2018 budget for the
 Commission on Human rights?

for your answers, just  scan the logo on the left or text the CIrculation Manager (09759664662).  
Indicate your full name (with middle initial), course and year. 

Negligence of Duty

Bullying in general is an abusive 
action that causes emotional and 
physical pain towards another 
person. This comes in a lot of 
forms; it could be humiliating 
others, voicing out insensitive 
words, or even causing physical 
pain. This is a devastating moment 
for anyone who is a victim of 
bullying. in a perfect world and in 
a perfect society, bullying should 
have never existed.

i myself am a victim of bullying. 
i was tormented and beaten down 
for being too tall, too skinny, even 
called stupid, and humiliated in 

front of a lot of people. why do 
bullies take pride and happiness 
in the sadness of other people? 
They take joy in seeing other 
people being embarrassed. and 
as a result, a victim of those 
degrading acts would often 
develop self-doubt, lifelessness, 
and suicidal thoughts.

But now gone are the days of my 
being bullied because i realized 
that i can escape this kind of 
torment if i don’t give in to the 
bullies. one can stop the cycle of 
bullying by simply confronting 
them and directly telling them 

that bullying is not good. 
To be bullied no more, one 

must be able to stand up for him 
or herself. Prove them wrong, and 
be the better version of yourself. 
Bullies stop when you can defend 
yourself and they see that you are 
no longer weak. Be strong and 
be courageous to stop bullying. 
always remember that there is 
nothing wrong with you, simply 
because you, we, are all created 
in god’s image. if you can get 
through this, you can get through 
anything because that phase in 
your life makes you stronger. tWS

Kyle Matthew Ismael Reyes |  BMC III

  is friend zone really that bad?

sillimaniansspeak
Compiled by Jasmyn Siobhan A. Olmido, Circulation Manager

Hannah Diane E. Bengco | Blurred Lines
  Bullied no more 

Most of us have known and have 
been through this infamous gray 
area known as the friend zone. we 
tend to see this as a negative thing 
due to the fact that we feel like we 
didn’t get what we want: a solid 
romantic relationship with the 
person we have feelings for.

it definitely is not the best 
feeling in the world to hear your 
special someone say “Let ’s just 
stay friends,” but what if we look 
at it through a different lens? 
what if instead  of seeing it as an 
opportunity gone to waste, we see 
it as a bigger opportunity to get to 
know the person we want to spend 
our entire lives with? 

To prove my point we will 
begin with the most obvious 
question: why do we abhor being 
in the friend zone? The answer 
is quite simple: when we confess 
our feelings to someone, we tend 
to expect that they would feel 
the same way about us. whether 
you deny it or not, the feeling of 
bitterness will always lurk around 
the shadows of our psyche when 
we don’t get what we want.

Think back to your childhood 
days and you wanted a certain toy 
so much that you had to scream 
and hit things with your tiny arms 
flailing around the milk section 
of the grocery store demanding 
your mother to get the toy but 
she still says “no.” wouldn’t you 
expect her say “yes”? This is how 
we sometimes feel, we expect this 
special someone to like us back 
when in reality there is probably 
a bigger chance she would say “no” 
when we wanted a solid “yes” just 
like in our favorite Filipino rom-
coms.

This leads me to my next point, 
why it is better to be in the friend 
zone? Think about this, if you like 

someone, do you see them as the 
most perfect human being to ever 
live? also examine how you treat 
them compared to your friends.

when you see your crush as 
someone extraordinarily special, 
thinking that she only deserves the 
best of your attention, then you’re 
already setting the bar too high. 
Sometimes we drool over the fact 
that our crushes are perfect beings 
without remembering that they 
are people just like us. People have 
flaws and once you see that your 
expectation of perfection start to 
fade because of one or a few flaws, 
you start to lose interest.

we sometimes put our crushes 
in such a high pedestal that once 
you see their flaws, that pedestal 
is going to start crumbling down 
and in turn –crush- them under 
a pile of rubble now known as 
disappointment. 

This also leads me to my 
question of relationships with 
friends. Personally, it is a big 
problem when you realize that 
you are treating your friends 
differently from your crush when 
in reality, they are the exact 
same people. There should be no 
difference when it comes to the 
way you treat them because what 
you expect your crush to do when 
you are in a relationship is already 
found in your circle of friends, 
loving you regardless of your 
situations.

your friends have been, are 
still, and will always be by your 
side whether you do something 
wrong or have a few ideas that 
contradict one another, because 
friendship does not depend on 
looks, ethnicity, sexuality, religion, 
etc. it depends more on how you 
treat each other, with respect and 
acceptance, and if you think about, 

isn’t that the ideal relationship we 
all want?

what you expect from your 
crush is what you already have 
with your circle of friends, the 
only difference would be the 
physical aspect of romance. and 
this is why i think the friend zone 
should not always be seen in a 
negative light.

when someone you like says “i 
think we should stay friends,” you 
should start seeing it as another 
opportunity to get to know them. 
This time, expecting a lot less. we 
should start treating them the way 
we treat our other friends with 
love and respect. if you don’t think 
you can handle that then you are 
going to have to start thinking 
about your reasons for liking them 
and asking them out. is it to have 
mutual respect for one another or 
is it just for you to feel good, and 
only for you alone? 

Having a solid friendship with 
your crush can help you realize 
how important it is to find out 
who she/he is as a person. when 
you start dating out of the blue 
with only a thimble of knowledge 
about how they are as a person and 
how they treat others you will end 
up seeing that this relationship 
is not going to work out, and the 
more you keep doing this to other 
people all you are going to feel is 
pain and disappointment.

The friend zone is not the 
worst place to be in. if anything, 
it is the best if we open our minds 
to the idea, because the friend 
zone doesn’t ruin your chances 
with the person, rather it gives a 
bigger chance of having a solid, 
unbreakable relationship with 
this person filled with the most 
important feature the i believe 
love should have: trust. tWS

what the Silliman university Student government (SuSg) committee on 
impeachment has committed was an obvious negligence of duty. 

Last Sep. 8, the committee called for a supposed impeachment trial against 
nursing representative ara Francine Tam, who allegedly committed three consecutive 
unexcused absences in the SuSg assembly. 

However, the session was dismissed when a juridical adviser of Tam called the trial 
“unconstitutional.”

according to the SuSg constitution, a written complaint signed by at least one-
fourth of the total members of the Student assembly or 12 percent of the total 
members of the SuSg is required before an impeachment trial can take place.

The impeachment committee, whose one job is to facilitate impeachment trial, was 
not able to submit the document prerequisite to the trial. 

Leo Maputi, impeachment committee chair, said that they only based their 
procedures mostly on the impeachment guidelines. He admitted that they weren’t 
aware of their lapse prior to the proceedings.

the Weekly Sillimanian believes that what Maputi and his committee has done is a 
mistake that could have been avoided only if there were  clear impeachment guidelines 
that do not contradict with the SuSg constitution. 

according to the SuSg assembly committee on 
impeachments- impeachment guidelines, the committee, 
upon identification or detection of an impeachable action 
or offense, or receiving complaint thereof, done by any 
member of the SuSg, the committee on impeachment, 
upon preliminary review, present a report before the SuSg assembly to seek for 
approval to conduct an impeachment Trial. 

That provision in the impeachment guidelines does not necessarily support what the 
constitution stated.  

For clarity purposes, any guideline in the SuSg should adhere to and does not 
contradict with the SuSg constitution. This is true not only for the impeachment 
committee but to the rest of the committee in the SuSg. 

Moreover, twS believes that Maputi and his committee should have at least revisited 
(if in the very first place they had read and understood well) the guidelines and the 
constitution before rushing to convene for an impeachment trial.

tWS hopes that the reason why Maputi and his committee were in a rush to convene 
a trial without making sure that they were taking the right procedure is not driven by 
personal intention for the benefit of one party but for the better functioning of the 
SuSg assembly. 

Had Maputi and his committee been confused about the guidelines, they should 
have sought advice from a legal adviser before wasting time and effort that could have 
been spent on other things for the betterment of the assembly and the student body. 

on the other hand, the alleged impeachability of Tam as a nursing representative to 
the SuSg assembly must be a message to all representatives to religiously fulfill their 
duties and obligations to their respective constituents. 

you were elected via democratic election because the students believed in your 
strength and capacities in making their college life worthwhile. 

The mistake of the impeachment committee is not an excuse for you, the members 
of the SuSg assembly, to take your positions for granted. 

For what the SuSg committee on impeachment has done and the alleged reason 
why Tam is impeachable is clearly an example of negligence of duty. tWS
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at some point, you found 
yourself singing or dancing 
along to one of Taylor Swift’s 

latest tunes. 
one of the biggest pop stars today, 

Taylor Swift makes music that 
receives phenomenal radio play. with 
a myriad of her other supplementary 
music videos on youTube, it’s hard to 
miss her relatable lyrics and catchy 
tunes that became bonding elements 
for a lot of teenage girls and women 
all around the world. 

Leave it to Taylor Swift to sing 
about love in all its splendor, teenage 
longings, knights in shining armors, 
emotional ramifications caused by 
a break-up, more heartbreak, and 
finally, revenge. 

The fact that her lyrics perfectly 
sum up what it feels to be a single 
woman in this conflict-laden world 
is worth mentioning. 

“I used to think it was important 
to find a boyfriend,” Swift once said 
in an interview for The Telegraph. 
“But I don’t feel that it is now. I just 
want to have as much fun and as many 
adventures as possible.”

Shaping up today’s music
Besides that, it is also undeniable 

how much her impact has helped 
shape today’s music and influenced 
other aspiring artists in the musical 
arena. 

From country music to mainstream 
pop, the pop star has definitely 
conquered the shift in musical style 

with such grace and aplomb.
continually reinventing herself 

year by year, who knows what other 
surprises Swift can cook up in her 
sleeve in the near future?  

is she one of the defining singer/
songwriters of her generation? She 
might as well be. 

adding to her already impressive 
repertoire- grammys, Billboard 
Music awards, Teen’s choice 
awards, People’s choice awards, and  
MTv vMas among other things 
(because to be able to enumerate all 
would take the whole page of this 
article)-one could say that she is 
a force to be reckoned with in the 
music industry. 

regardless of other people’s 
opinion about her music, Swift 
is climbing the ladder towards 
becoming the most influential artist 
of her generation in terms of her 
impact on the industry.

Digital copyright issues
who else could pull the plug on 

Spotify with regards to withdrawing 
her entire back catalogue from the 
biggest streaming music service 
to defend the concept that music 
should be bought, rather than rented, 
but Taylor Swift?

apparently, she did it while 
reinforcing her own wisdom and 
beliefs as an artist in the music 
business when it comes to her strong 
grip towards digital copyright. 

This was also her testament during 

her past issue with apple that 
resulted in an open letter written by 
Swift to its ceo, Tim cook, about 
not paying artists during an initial 
three-month free trial of apple 
Music.

Just hours after the note went up, 
apple announced it would indeed be 
paying artists for their music during 
the free period but at a reduced rate.  

Cultural Weight
as of now, with 85.5 million 

followers on Twitter, 103.3 million 
followers on instagram, and 
74,198,687 likes on Facebook, she 
has the capacity to intrigue, tease, 
and reinforce fans with a single tweet 
on Twitter all the while shining on 
that gloried spotlight on high-
profile friends, special fans, and new 
artists she enjoys acknowledging and 
promoting on all three social media 
platforms.

Taylor Swift and her brand of 
white feminism

not to patronize her too much, 
but another pointer that should not 
be disregarded is her way of bringing 
with her other reinforcements like 
flaunting all her supermodel and 
high-profile celebrity friends and her 
dis tracks disguised as an empowering 
feminist kind of statement.  

Speaking the hard truth and 
not disregarding her other great 

traits as a personality, but it’s hard 
not to notice that Taylor’s brand 
of feminism has very little to do 
with the actual political feminist 
movement. 

Taylor Swift the Feminist asks not 
what she can do for feminism, but 
what feminism can do for her and 
her self-image. 

 “Look What You Made Me Do”
The release of her new song “Look 

what you Made Me do” and its 
subsequent music video has totally 
broken through the internet. 

Following her single from her 
newest album “reputation,” weeks 
ago she wiped all of her social media 
clean then began leaving cryptic 
clues like a snake emoji that 
hints something major is about 
to come.

as it turns out, the video 
brings in a new, darker, 
bolder, and edgier period for 
the lanky, blonde country 
singer-turned-pop star 
the world once knew.

nevertheless, she 
still has a very strong 
and very supportive 
fan base that was often 
referred to as “Swifties” or “Taylor 
nation.” Throughout her whole 
career, they have stayed loyal to 
Swift’s continuous progress in music, 
changing looks and hair styles, flings, 
and cat-related antics.

Taylor Swift may be 

sensationalized 
in the media 
as a bad kind 
of example for 
young fans 
who admired 
her and 
while there 
are certain 
i n s t a n c e s 
that could 
j u s t i f y 
t h e s e 
c laims, 
i t 

is important to note that whichever 
one’s opinion or side is, it is a 
personal perspective as Swift is far 
from being a perfect role model. yet, 
she still remains as an important 
figure for many of the youths of this 
generation. tWS

A Testament  to Taylor Swif t ’s  Global  Impact
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Undeniably, there are times in 
our lives when we just want 
to give up and live inside an 

igloo- realize the hermits that we 
truly are. Life is just so full of burden 
and negativity that we just want to 
get out but, there are those people 
who continue to persevere and work 
despite the odds being against them. 
These are the types of people that we 
can look up to and be inspired by. 

He is fearless.
He juggles having double 

majors, being a cheerleader and 
a coach of a highschool football 
team, being a boyfriend, being a 
seller of supplements in gnc, and 
being a religious fitness and health 
enthusiast. 

He is Steve. 
Born in a small agricultural 

town near the coast—similar 
to dumaguete’s geographical 
features—Steve Banua Sanchez 
tells us that success is based on 
what we want to get out of life. 
“you’ll never really blossom or 
flourish if you don’t do something 
that you really love,” he said. 

unlike other kids who just 
live their lives as carefree and 
happy as they can, Steve 
already had a lot of things 
and realizations in his 
mind and these are some of 
the things that not all his 
playmates even think about.

Early Life
at a very young age, 

Steve already knew that 
he is gay. Blessed to have 
open-minded parents, he 
grew up without hearing 
anything derogatory 
and hurtful about his 
sexuality. 

even during the earlier 
years of his life, Steve 
already began showing 
exemplary skills in a lot 
of areas and not just 
in his studies. He was 
always an overachiever 
but still remained 
humble and kind. 

at the age 14, he 
started earning a 
bit for himself by 
doing photocopies 
at a photocopier 

shop. He did this as a part time 
job and at the same time, he was 
diligently doing his studies.

He was 15 when he got his 
driver’s permit and 16 when he 
finally got his driver’s license. 
after he got his license, he started 
driving his own car to and from 
school, his part time job, and 
wherever he needed to go.

Thinking that relationships 
were just an outlet for him to have 
fun, Steve never thought that the 
boy he met when he was 15 would 
be a huge part of his life. This boy 
became his first serious boyfriend 
and he shared 10 years of happiness 
and sadness with this boy. 

despite their relationship being 
serious and long lasting, his parents 
still reminded him “Be responsible 
when you’re dating.” 

Sadly, t h i s 
relationship 

c a m e to an end 
a s well. This is 
j u s t an evidence 

that it is 
never too 

late to find 
h a p p i n e s s 

in the 
companion 
of someone 
else and 
that the 
number of 
years you 
spend with 
s o m e o n e 
should not 
be the one 

that takes hold of your relationship.
Road to his Career
He had the potential to be able 

to enroll himself to prestigious 
school all over the country, but 
he chose to stay with his parents 
in california because he thinks 
he couldn’t have done well if he 
left the town because the town he 
lived in was a huge factor as to the 
his performance in school and his 
personal life. 

He was not just worried for 
himself but was worried about 
his parents as well who were 
immigrants and were submerged 
in debt that time.

Both of his parents are Filipinos 
and they migrated to the united 
States for safety reasons during 
the ‘70s—the era when Martial 
Law was implemented in the 
Philippines. His mother, celsa 
Sanchez, was supported by his 
maternal aunt while his father, 
amado Sanchez, migrated 
together with his siblings. it was 
in the States that his father and 
mother met and fell in love. 

His father doesn’t want them 
to be like him who wasn’t able 
to finish school especially that 
in their family history, only his 
mother’s eldest sister focused on 
studies. inspired by his father’s 
words, he was opened to the reality 
that it is difficult to earn much if 
you were not able to finish high 
school.

Still in his hometown, he 
enrolled in a Master’s Hip Hop 

class at the age 22. He felt 
awkward because most of his 
classmates in that class were 
children and he was the only 
grown man. “

He almost gave up on 
dancing if it weren’t for his 
friend who encouraged him 
to try Polynesian dancing—a 
dance that encompasses 
Tahitian, Samoan, Fijian, 
Maori, Hawaiian and 
Tongan styles in their dance 

movements which is very much 
similar to disney’s Moana. 

“you’re big and brown and 
most Samoans are big and brown. 
why don’ you try it?” asked his 
friend elizabeth. without any 
hesitations, he joined despite not 
having a formal training of the 
dance.

A Successful Career
in 2003, their group, the 

Polynesian club of Fresno, 
competed in the international 
Tahitifete, a dance competition 
of San Jose. Their team swept 
all categories and was the overall 
champion in that competition. not 
only that, Hong Kong disney’s 
imagineers have seen the great 
potential in their group and were 
invited to audition for disney. 

Steve worked for disney from 
2004 to2006 mainly as a dancer in 
a Luau show that performs twice a 
day. He was also able to work with 
the cast and crew in the Pirates of 
the caribbean because of his guts 
to audition when they called out 
for asian dancers.

He was paid 700 uS dollars, was 
fed, and still got stipend for food. 
despite the good pay and generous 
benefits, his homesickness brought 
him back home. 

“if you have the opportunity to 
travel, you should,” he advised. He 
somehow felt regret in his decision 
to go back because nothing really 
changed in his hometown. also, 
most of his friends back then 
were still working in disney at 
the present either they were at the 
show or were already promoted as 
executives.

But Steve is Steve. 
a company who had seen him in 

youtube, contacted him, and made 
friends with him in Facebook. He 
was invited to work with a touring 
company. He became a part of 
adam Sandler’s Bedtime stories. 
He toured all over uS. He was able 
to produce his own stage show in 
the company. 

He was also the master of the 
gym. He was the personal fitness 
trainer of some celebrities such 
as charlie Bewley, the actor who 
portrayed demetri in the Twilight 
series, a producer of avatar, and 
the costume designer of adele.

one of his sidelines is doing 

make-up. He discovered that skill 
just because he wanted to explore 
all his capabilities and didn’t fear 
rejection at all. For just an hour, 
Mac cosmetics pays 21 dollars 
which is roughly a thousand peso. 
“Bring someone without makeup 
and i’m going to watch you put 
make-up on them,” commanded 
the person-in-charge. Steve 
thought that even if he didn’t 
attend a legit lesson on make-up, 
he believes he is pretty artistic and 
still excelled in it. 

recently, he is Mr. Silliman 
international, a psychology 
student in Silliman university, 
a dance instructor of Polynesian 
dancing in Mev dance Studio. 
in addition to that, he also has a 
blooming relationship with his 
boyfriend for 6 months now and 
counting. 

His Blossoming Love Story
His parents got an early 

retirement thanks to Steve. They 
moved back here in the Philippines 
and Steve continued his studies 
in Silliman university. He didn’t 
have trouble adjusting to the 
environment and to culture but he 
did experience a personal struggle 
particularly to how Filipinos react 
to the LgBT community.

He even found it depressing to 
look for the significant other here 
in the Philippines. There was a 
guy that caught his attention but 
when he found out that this guy’s 
profile picture was his girlfriend, it 
disappointed him somehow.

interestingly, his current 
boyfriend was a former Jesuit 
priest, whom he met on Tinder- 
a dating app.  Perhaps they are 
destined for each other because 
even if they have different paths, 
they still were destined to meet 
and fall in love at the crossroad. 

Steve is one of those people who 
have experienced so much despite 
being young. The secret of it all is 
that he didn’t fear rejection and he 
took risks. He is a perfect example 
that sometimes, you don’t really 
need a formal education to achieve 
what you want in life. your guts is 
already enough to make yourself 
visible and excel in whatever 
things you undertake. tWS

Fear Not Rejection : 
A  S t e v e  B a n u a  S a n c h e z '  S t o r y
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DAD-POCALYPSE

theraNdomspace:  
IndIvIdualIty of 

natIons. 
Every nation holds sovereignty over 
the laws that govern its territory. 
This makes it unavoidable for other 
country’s laws to be more peculiar 
and unique than others.

Here are some odd laws and 
practices that are observed in some 
countries around the world.

Com
piled by Carlee Cherokeeh T. Calingacion  via  http://w

w
w.news24.com

/Travel/South-Africa/10-stupid-laws-around-the-world-20121227, http://om
gvoice.com

/news/crazy-laws-african-countries/, http://w
w

w.w24.co.za/H
om

e/Travel/Funny-but-dum
b-laws-from

-different-countries-across-the-world-20141107

When nature calls, just knock 
on the door of the first house 
you see. Citizens must allow 
anyone to use their toilet. 

scotland

PoTeNTiaL eNTrePreNeurs: Grade 12 sudents under Science, Technology, Engineering, Agriculture, 
and Mathematics (STEAM), Accountancy, Business, and Management (ABM), and Humanities and Social 
Sciences (HUMSS) academic tracks sell variety of products like food, decoration and artworks last Sep. 
11-13 at Ausejo Hall grounds. The “Negosyo Fair” is part of their final output for their Entrepreneurship 
subject. PHOTOS BY JILL C. SILVA, HANNAH DIANE E. BENGCO AND AL REMUEL B. TUBONGBANUA

The 2011 Malawian Air Fouling 
Legislation bans fouling the 
air making it illegal to fart in 
public.

MalawI

Despite being inside your home, 
it is still illegal to walk around 
naked for it is considered 
pornographic.

sIngapore

Gynecologists are prohibited 
from directly looking at their 
patients’ organs. They must use 
mirror reflections to do their 
jobs.

BahraIn

impeachment chairperson Leo 
albert Maputi defended that the 
impeachment trial has nothing to 
do with the two political parties.

“Honestly, i would say that 
it depends on them actually. it 
depends on how they perceive 
it. as far as i am concerned, i’m 
just doing my job as committee 
on impeachment chair,” he said.

Halfway through the 
proceedings last Sep. 8, 
the committee announced 
their decision to reduce the 
impeachment trial into an 
investigation upon the assertion 
of Tam’s judicial advisers.

“we would like to contend, to 
consider this meeting merely as 
an investigation as to whether or 
not the reason for ara’s absences 
in the last few sessions could 
be considered excused or not,” 

Belciña said.
impeachment committee 

member Julmar Misa clarified 
that the committee will push 
through with the filing of the 
written complaint so that a proper 
impeachment trial could occur in 
the future if deemed necessary.

Misa said, “after this 
investigation, the impeachment 
committee will put this on the 
SuSg assembly and we would 
ask for a vote whether or not an 
impeachment trial is to be held. 

“and we are also going to 
[conduct] more investigations 
so that we will be able to give 
out more justification for the 
decisions that will come out 
later on for the impeachment 
committee,” he added. 

Meanwhile, Maputi admitted 
they weren’t aware of their 
lapse prior to the proceedings. 
This is because they based 
their procedures mostly on the 
impeachment guidelines, and not 
on the constitution itself.

Maputi said the committee did 

not have an official legal adviser 
and they were unable to consult 
legal advice from professionals 
prior to their call for Tam’s 
impeachment.

according to him, there are 
SuSg representatives who are 
willing to file the impeachment 
complaint against Tam. The job 
of the impeachment committee is 
to process the complaint and to 
conduct the hearing.

The said hearing is expected to 
take place before the end of the 
first semester.

on the other hand, capundag 
said he was very surprised 
when the committee declared 
that the proceedings were only 
an investigation and not an 
impeachment trial only after 
they, Tam’s advisers, pointed 
out the procedural lapse of the 
committee.

He added, “i believe that the 
decision was really very unfair 
for ara. as i have said last Friday 
‘you cannot bend the law to cure 
your lapses.’’tWS

 She ended her speech by 
challenging Filipinos, saying: 
“The abuses of the past Martial 
Law will never be forgotten and 
even forgiven, but a developing 
and a strong country must have 
enough faith and trust in itself. 
with this belief, i pray that with 
the extension of the Martial Law, 
the nightmares and the horrible 
stories of the Marcos regime will 
no longer haunt the stronger, 
the more resilient and the wiser 
Filipinos of today.”

on the other hand, seven 
participants from Law school 
category based their speeches on 
the question: “can the icc validly 
acquire jurisdiction on the alleged 
extrajudicial killings on President 

rodrigo duterte’s (Prd’s) war on 
drugs?”

grand champion from 
Foundation university, aiza Marie 
S. Limosnero-Hidalgo, was on the 
negative side. 

e x t r a j u d i c i a l 
killing is defined by 
law as t h e 
impos i t ion o f 
death without 
the sanction 
of judicial 
proceedings or 
legal process,” she 
said.“none in the 
records of the police is 
justifying this claim 
as far as the accepted 
definition of eJK is.” 

according to her, present 
statistics of casualties in the so-
called war on drugs is increasing at 
an exponential rate, not to mention 
those believed to have been part of 
the collateral damage.

She also said that the icc has 
jurisdiction over most serious 
crimes, such as genocide, crimes 
against humanity, and crime of 
aggression. However, it can only 
assert that jurisdiction if local 
authorities fail to investigate or 
prosecute the crimes.

She continued, “Two of the 
most applicable time-honored 
principles in cases such as this, 
are the state immunity from suit 
and principle of complimentarity. 
as defined, the principle of 

complementarity states that the 
crimes should be investigated or 
prosecuted domestically first before 
this can be elevated to the icc. 

“it means that the international 
criminal court can only intervene 
when a state is not able to carry 
out investigations or prosecute 
the perpetrators. in other words, 
the international criminal court is 
envisioned as a court of last resort.”

according to her, the state 
immunity from suit is a safeguard 
afforded by the state in its exercise of 
sovereignty on matters relating to its 
internal affairs. The Philippines at all 
times should exercise its sovereign 
power to the state and shall not be 
violated by any international bodies, 
countries, or tribunals.tWS

Oratorical... from page 1

IEMS... from page 1
around negros island and other 
parts of the Philippines. 

national Scientist and newly 
named aSean Biodiversity 
Hero, dr. angel alcala, graced the 
opening of the exhibit. 

 “i didn’t realize that our 
students are really artistic and 

photographing very important 
features of marine organisms,” 
alcala said. 

The 45x30 inch tarpaulin 
printed photos are now at  Su 
Marine Laboratory interactive 
center. tWS
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SU Grade 12 places 
3rd in Economic Quiz Bee

SiLLiMan univerSiTy 
fell short against Zamboanguita 
Science High School and 
ramon Teves Pastor Memorial- 
dumaguete Science High School 
(rTPM-dSHS) in the clincher 
round to settle for third place 
during the 4th inter-High School 
economic Quiz Bee last July 27 
at Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
(BSP), dumaguete.

Lisa nicole Beusch, grade 
12 student from Su taking 
Science, Technology,engineering, 
agriculture and Mathematics 
(STeM), was among 56 students 
from negros oriental competed 
in the quiz bee. 

Zamboanguita placed first and 
rTPM-dSHS placed second.

The competition, hosted by 
BSP-dumaguete, covered topics 

in economics, particularly relating 
to current events, central banking 
and monetary policies.

Beusch scored 8 out of 10 on 
the easy round, 6 out of 20 on 
the average round, and 6 out of 
15 on the difficult round, which 
led her to the clincher round 
with Zamboanguita and rTPM-
dSHS. 

“it was a fun competition for me. 
However, i believe that i honestly 
could’ve won 2nd place if i just 
wrote my numbers properly, but i 
guess that mistake was a lesson i 
should learn from,” Beusch said.

after joining thrice since 2015 
and consistently placing 4th, 
Beusch said that her background 
knowledge of the contest, along 
with prayers, might have helped 
her win. tWS

Francis  Ryan B.  Pabiania
News Wri ter

TweLve graduaTeS 
FroM Silliman university (Su) 
are now officially registered 
electrical engineers after passing 
the electrical engineer Licensure 
exam last September. 

Su got 85.71 percent passing 
rate surpassing the national 
passing rate of 62.93 or 2,807 
successful passers out of 4,460. 
engr. dennis v. Salboro, dean of 
the college of engineering and 
design congratulates the newly 
registered electrical engineers.

Salboro said that he is very 
proud of the college’s very own 
product and wishes every single 
one a flourishing career in their 
future endeavors.

“i hope that kaning among mga 
new engineers will be successful in 
the next chapter of their lives and 
i really hope that they will bring 
the Silliman spirit wherever they 
may be headed,” he said. 

Silliman university’s newly 
registered electrical engineers 
from Su: 

SU Electrical Eng garners 85.71% 
passing rate in boards

Meilynne Gem C .  Sonjaco
News Wri ter


