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DepEd Sec talks about 
education plans for 2018

EDUCATION SECRETARY 
Leonor M. Briones said with the 
increased budget for Education in 
2018, DepEd would focus on massive 
hiring of teachers and providing for 
salaries and benefits of public school 
teachers and staff as mandated by law. 

During the 2nd Eminent 
Person Lecture Series of Silliman 
University (SU) last Jan. 15 at Luce 
Auditorium, Briones said that more 
than 60 percent of Department 
of Education’s (DepEd) P552.52 

billion 2018 budget goes to salaries 
of teachers and administrative staff. 
This year’s budget is 1.72 percent 
(P12 billion) higher than last year’s 
budget. 

As mandated by the constitution, 
DepEd has the lion share of the 2018 
national budget of P3.767 trillion. 

The Secretary said DepEd will 
probably be hiring at least 100, 000 
teachers this year. The initial target 
was to hire 81,000 new teachers, 
but the demand increased since the 

Department still has to catch up with 
the demand for teachers from  earlier 
years.

Currently, there are 687, 229 
teachers both in private and public 
schools Briones said. However, there 
are at least 26.6 million learners from 
kindergarten to Grade 12. 

She added, “We are bigger than 
the AFP, PNP and all the military 

establishments put together.”
Moreover, effective January 

2018, Briones said that the lowest 
(pay) for Teacher 1, salary Grade 11, 
now becomes P20, 179 as mandated 
by law.

In 2016, the average monthly 
salary of public school teachers was 
P19, 600.

The highest (pay) for a master 
teacher “if you are really the best 
teacher with high performance” will 
have to be at least P52, 000. 

Among other benefits for 
teachers in 2018 are: increased 
uniform allowance of P5,000 to 
P6,000 plus; mid-year bonus which is 
equivalent to a month pay; a cash gift 
of P5,000; cash allowance of P3,500 
and productivity enhancement 
incentive of P5, 000 per year courtesy 
of the local government. 

Their performance based 
bonuses also now range from 50 to 60 
percent of their basic monthly 
salary depending on the school. 

twsOPINION

PRIORITIZING EDUCATION:  Department of Education Secretary 
Leonor M. Briones talks about the department’s plan of hiring more 
teachers ,building new buildings with complete facilities and providing 
more learning materials to students now that the 2018 budget for educa-
tion amounts to at least P500 billion. PHOTO BY Enrique Nicholas Bejar

GREENIE-MINDED
Doreen Joan P. Lumayag

CAREER  DIPLOMAT Stacy Dan-
ika Alcantara and Palanca-awardee 
Ian Casocot are two of six Sillimanians 
who will speak in the first Negros Is-
land Technology, Entertainment and 
Design (TED) talks this Feb. 3 at the 
Luce Auditorium. 

TED is a global non-profit orga-
nization devoted to “spreading ideas, 
usually in a form of an 18-minute, 
powerful talk.” 

TEDx is a program for all com-
munities, organizations and individuals 

who want to organize their own TED-
like event and replicate the same expe-
rience at the main TED conference. 
According to TED website, there has 
been more than 100,000 TEDx talks in 
190 countries in over 2,500 cities since 
2009.

Together with Alcantara and Co-
socot in the “TEDxSillimanU” event 
are fellow Sillimanians: Atty. Regal 

Oliva, City Treasurer of Mandaue;  
Razcel Jan Salvarita founder of Gugma 
Gaia, an environmental organization; 
Oliver Victor Amoroso, television ex-
ecutive and; Bing Villanueva, psychol-
ogist.  

TEDxSlliman U head organizer 
Royd Edcel Chan, sophomore Public 
Affairs student, he wanted to organize 
his own TEDx program in Silliman 
University (SU) after seeing suc-
cessful similar event in various 
universities in Cebu. 

Diplomat, Novelist  among TED talks speakers
Joevic  B.  Baclayanto
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Briones: It’s not winter that’s coming but climate change
And it is here already

EDUCATION SECRETARY 
Leonor Briones said armed conflict 
and climate change are two of the 
current challenges facing education 
in the country. Briones was the guest 
speaker at the Eminent Person Lec-
ture Series of Silliman University 
(SU), Jan. 15 at the Luce Auditorium.

The government’s conflict with 
various groups has made it hard for 
DepEd to reach out to young people 
like those in Islamic fundamentalist 
groups, Briones said. 

“Education is abstained here be-
cause all participants [are interested] 
not only in verbal but physical de-

bate,” she added. 
Another problem that could af-

fect all professions is climate change 
and disaster, Briones said.

She recalled her visit to different 
schools in the countries where learn-
ings have been interrupted because of 
natural disasters.  

She narrated her visit to Lanao 
del Norte where a school had to move 
to another building because of the 

flood. She also mentioned her visit 
to Biliran, Leyte, where she saw a 
school building buried by a hill that 
had collapsed. 

“I could not imagine seeing the 
entire book of encyclopedia, labora-

tory, computers, etc. buried in mud. I 
also went to Marawi; in Marawi we 
had 22 schools which cannot be uti-
lized anymore and would probably be 
replaced completely,” she narrated. 

Climate change is one of the rea-
sons why DepEd had to increase the 
budget so that they can attempt to 
remedy the damage caused by 
natural disasters.
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GIVE BLOOD, SAVE LIVES: Senior Biology student Keith Iris Quezada is one of seven 
students who donated blood during the blood donation drive of the Silliman Uni-
versity Student Government (SUSG) Health Committee. Under the “Save A Life” 
program, the committee, in partnership with SU Medical Center Foundation Inc., 
also conducted free blood typing and first aid training last Jan. 15 at the Nutrition 
and Dietetics building. PHOTO BY Enrique Nicholas Bejar
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“What environmental actions should 
be prioritized by the government?”

Promote eco-friendly tourism rather than just eco-tourism. Why? Nowadays, there is a 
widespread promotion of different places in the province where entrance is free. Because of 
this, some people take this opportunity for granted. They don’t care about proper disposal 
of  waste. 
Fearn  Anne Acibo, Bachelor of Mass Communication-IV

The government needs to strengthen the law on waste management. There are locals and 
visitors who throw their garbage like someone will just pick it up for them. These people 
should be ashamed of themselves taking pictures with these landmarks and not even 
realizing how to dispose their trash properly. 
Dep  Eubert  Pulao,  Bachelor  of Science in  Biology-III
 
For me, the most pressing environmental issue our government should prioritize is the waste 
segregation of our cities. It has come to a point wherein dumpsites have been hazardous to 
the community most especially during the rainy season. An example is the overflow of the 
Candau-ay dumpsite in Dumaguete City. I believe that with strict implementation of proper 
waste segregation and management, there will be less waste and more materials that can 
be used for recycling. 
Adrian Jay  C.  Alforque, Bachelor of Science in  Psychology - III
 
Loss of biodiversity brought about by pollution, deforestation, illegal mining, overfishing, 
and many others. For me, all environmental problems are interconnected and I think all 
should be given priority. 
Neil  Franz  Andos,  Bachelor of Science in  Medical Technology - IV

Next Issue’s Question:
What are your thoughts on Securities and Exchange 

Commission’s decision to revoke Rappler’s registration?

             For your answers, just  scan the logo on the left or text the CIrculation Manager 
                                    (09759664662).  Indicate your full name (with middle initial), course and year. 

sillimaniansspeak
Compiled by Miles Therese Granada, Circulation Manager

GREENIE-MINDED

LET’S SPOT FAKE NEWS

Doreen Joan P. Lumayag

Gresheen Gift M. Libby

Circulation Manager

Associate Editor

BIO WARRIOR

EATING DEADLINES FOR BREAKFAST

The recent revocation of Rappler’s license to operate by the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission (SEC) has made waves all 
over media.

Last Jan. 16, SEC moved to shut down Rappler Inc., claiming it 
violated the Constitution’s restriction on foreign ownership of media. 
SEC also nullified the news agency’s “alleged” unconstitutional Philip-
pine Depositary Receipts.

Philippine Depositary Receipts (PDR) allow foreigners to invest in 
media enterprises whose ownership is constitutionally limited to Fili-
pinos. In Rappler’s case, it receives foreign investments from Omidyar 
Network, a network owned by eBay founder Pierre Omidyar and North 
Base Media, co-founded by Marcus Brauchli, 
former editor at the Washington Post and the 
Wall Street Journal. Rappler CEO Maria Res-
sa insists that although Rappler, Inc. receives 
funding from foreign investors, the site and the news itself is 100% 
Filipino, and these investors  do not influence the policies of Rappler or 
its editorial decisions.

Malacanang has dismissed accusations that the closure was an  at-
tack on press freedom; it said Rappler was closed because it had vio-
lated the Constitution.

The news triggered a heated debate among netizens. Many were 
quick to cry foul over the government’s decision, pointing out that this 
act is a direct harassment to the Philippine press. Senator Risa Honti-
veros said, “It is also Marcosian. It’s a move straight out of the dictator’s 
playbook.”

However, Rappler can continue business as usual as Maria Ressa 
files for an appeal to the Court of Appeals within 15 days. In 2015, 
SEC approved the PDRs issued to the Omidyar Network Fund LLC.

The Weekly Sillimanian believes in the right to press freedom and 
free speech. It is a human right that everyone is entitled to. The decision 
to strip Rappler of its SEC registration, revoking its license to operate 
in the country, is quite alarming.

Online presence has a huge effect on the development of journal-
ism. The 24/7 regular news cycle is a huge help in disseminating news 
stories because the internet offers more immediacy than traditional me-
dia.

Whatever the decision of the administration is on this matter, we 
believe that an independent press helps in democratizing opinions.tws

KNOW YOUR STAND

editorial

In this day and age, you’d be sur-
prised as to how easy it is to become 
an environmentalist. All over social 
media, so many people claim to be 
“environmentalists” and “earth war-
riors.” But at one point you have to 
draw a line between the people who 
actually care about the environment 
- and the “greenies.”

The term “greenie” describes 
people who campaign for environ-
mental protection. However, this 
does not seem to be the case any-
more. In fact, in a study by the Uni-
versity of Wales, “greenies” have been 
described as almost radical and anti-
authoritarian. 

Simply put, this word is a de-
scription for people who decide to 
jump onto the bandwagon of con-
servation without deep understand-
ing of the issues involved.

It is possible that “greenies” have 
convinced themselves that partici-
pating in the trend of going green is 
helping conservation when it really 
is not. They are vocal on social me-
dia, but applying conservation mea-
sures in their daily lives (like not 
littering, segregating and recycling 
wastes) does not happen. They fight 

for issues they barely understand and 
quickly become sources of misinfor-
mation and confusion. Yes, the noise 
they make can raise awareness but 
there comes a point where it becomes 
problematic.  

At the end of the day, the prob-
lem lies in people not understand-
ing that helping the environment is 
a mind-set, a lifestyle and a personal 
belief. This belief is what moves a 
person to make better choices for the 
environment in everyday life and is 
what motivates them to be informed 
about the realities of the problem. 

So if you truly have an intention 
to help save this large ecosystem we 
live in, find something you can do, 
practice it in your daily life, stick to 
it whole-heartedly, and educate your-
self. 

And please, don’t be a greenie. tws

Fake news, as we know it, revolves 
around online media. Most if not all 
of us have gone through our news-
feeds and saw fake news being shared 
by friends. It’s a pretty sad sight to 
see, but let’s give them the benefit of 
the doubt.

After all, they were probably not 
taught how to distinguish fake news 
from real ones.

Fake news, in its simplest term, 
is a type of propaganda created and 
published with the intent to mislead 
people in order to damage a targeted 
agency, organization, or even a single 
person. It is often paired with sensa-
tionalized or outrageously fabricated 
headlines in order to increase read-
ership. In our country, fake news is 
mostly created for personal political 
agenda.

It’s worth noting that the news 
that we see, hear and read have the 
ability to shape public opinion. It can 
even be dangerous if it’s interpreted 
the wrong way. 

 According to the Philippine 
Press Institute in its “Let’s Get Real 
on Fake News” forum series, there are 
two types of fake news: 

1.) False stories that are deliber-
ately posted online even though the 
person writing them knows that they 

are fabricated; 
 2.) Stories that may have 

some truth to them, but they’re not 
completely accurate. (Sourced from 
http://www.philpressinstitute.net/
scholastic-seminar-on-fake-news/)

Additionally, there are red flags 
to look out for when clicking on a 
suspicious news article.

a.) If it is poorly written, with 
grammatical errors and spelling mis-
takes,

b.) If it comes from unreliable 
news sources,

c.) If the website is made to look 
like the original one, for example: 
www.news.abs-cbn.com is real, while 
www.news1.abs-cbn.com is fake, and;

d.)If it is designed to distort real-
ity.

Fake news are usually shared by 
people to support their own biases 
and views. Personally, I am not here 
to attack them for sharing fake news 
because I believe that to speak is a 
human right, but let’s take a minute 
to ponder on this: the falsified news 
that they share may bring forth some 
long-term consequences. 

By sharing false information on 
their timelines and, therefore, help-
ing it circulate through online media, 
they are unknowingly contributing 
to one of our country’s big problems: 
our divided nation. 

At this point, we should start 
being responsible readers, and even 
more responsible in circulating the 
right, validated news from reliable 
sources--be it in our own homes, 
classrooms, or in social media, and 
even in the people that we sit next 
to in public transportation. Let’s be 
careful. Don’t be afraid to speak up 
when you hear conversations about 
false information. It tells a lot about 
who we are, and how educated we 
seem to be. Really, it only takes a 
minute or two to look out for red 
flags on fake news when reading from 
a news source. 

You’ve just been educated. Now, 
don’t make yourself look ridiculous.  
tws
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This year, the Valentine Song Writing Competition 
(VSC) is celebrating its 27th year of bringing love 

songs that showcase the song-writing and interpre-
tation prowess of Sillimanians.

1. What are your most treasured memories as a Sillimanian?

Hanging out at San Moritz and El Amigo after or during class 
hours (these places no longer exist)

2. What are your other fields of interest? 

The outdoors. I’m into competitive shooting, SCUBA div-
ing and tramping.  I also love dogs, though I don’t have 
one right now.

Atty. Jose Ramon Nakao is a Silliman alumnus and 
former professor at the College of Law. He is an 

author of a fictional book entitled, “Fire Dragon,” 
which was relaunched this week in Dumaguete. The 
book is available on Amazon and popular bookstores 

such as Barnes and Noble.  Nakao is now based in New 
Zealand.

3. What is the most difficult/rewarding thing you’ve ever ac-
complished? 

When I was a young lawyer, I defended, pro bono, a young man 
wrongfully accused of frustrated homicide. The charges were 
trumped up. Grit and determination paid off and he was acquit-
ted.

4. What would people be surprised to learn about you? 

I tried being a vegetarian last year. Didn’t work out.

5. How do you deal with stress or conflict? 

Sweating it out at the gym or firing off a few 
rounds at the range.

6. What are some of the most 
imaginative and creative things 

that you have done in a job? 

My best legal strategies came from my 
precipitous actions as a young lawyer.  I 

acted on instinct and my actions may seem 
reckless or out of the box, but they turned out 

to be the most effective. With age, you tend to 
be more circumspect but your actions end up   to 
be more predictable.

7. What do you think are the most important 
characteristics and abilities for any person’s 
success? 

Perseverance and adaptability.  The latter in-
volves moving on from failure.

For an event that music teacher Elman Caguindangan started 
in the tiny Music Sala of the College of Performing and Visual 
Arts (COPVA) in the old Guy Hall, nobody expected that VSC 
would draw this kind of popularity and participation. The event 
this year will be held at the Luce Auditorium on Valentine’s Day. 
It’s still January but there is no better time to start spreading the 
VSC vibes in the campus than now, as the official 10 finalists 
of the long-running music competition were already named last 
December. They are:

 “AKING REYNA” 
Words and Music by Eric Jennis T. Duhaylungsod

“BE WITH YOU”
Words and Music by Tzed Argie O. Generoso

“CRUSH CRUSH”
Words and Music by Rine Christelle G. Anfone

“EVERYTHING I EVER NEED” 
Words and Music by Kyle Shem G. Montealto

“HAPPY PLACE” 
Words and Music by Enzo Pastrano

“ON SECOND CHANCES”
Words and Music by Emerald Holly B. Tago

“PAGYA”
Words and Music by Renemar M. Se-
dilles

“PAREHO” 
Words and Music by Lorie Jayne C. 
Soriano

“WHAT MIGHT BE” 
Words and Music by Clan Porgalinas 
and Ram Facturan

“VOWS” 
Words and Music by Samuel Akinbode
 
 Organizing team
 Junior Music Education 
Sarah Faye Dulaca is the over-all 
organizer for this year’s VSC.  
 Although it is a big re-
sponsibility, Dulaca said her experience as vice chairperson 
last year helped her run things smoothly. 
 “I was already oriented on what to do next and what 
to prepare despite juggling responsibilities--being a part of the 
campus choristers [and a student],” Dulaca said. 
 Together with Dulaca as organizers are members 
of the concert band, campus choristers, orkestra sin arco, and 
choirs from the performing majors.
 “[So far,] we have had some difficulty sorting out re-
hearsal schedules but somehow we’re working with it, Dulaca 
said.  

VSC 2018
         In love or not, the VSC is open to all who want to hear 
the original compositions of co-Sillimananians. 

8. Did you intend to become an author, or do you have a spe-
cific reason or reasons for writing your novel Fire Dragon? 

The script has been floating in my head for about 10 years, but 
I never got the time when I was still practicing law.  Got more 
idle time in New Zealand, plus the recent spate of events in the 
South China Sea inspired me to start the project.

9. How did you become involved with the subject or theme of 
your book? 

The characters were based on real persons whom I met.  They’re  
not soldiers nor spies but I transplanted their personas into the 
script.  The theme and subject are inspired by recent geopolitical 
events.

10. What lessons do you want your readers to learn from your 
book? 

That our freedom and patrimony is under threat and if we allow 
ourselves to be cowed and bullied, the next generation will curse 
us as a generation of cowards.

11. What made you relocate to New Zealand? 

I had a good job before we left for NZ. I was prosecuting drug 
traffickers for the DOJ. But after sending dozens of persons to 
jail, you tend to realize that you’re merely addressing the symp-
toms rather than the cause. It’s like emptying the ocean.  In NZ, 
we live simpler lives.  I still work for the courts, minus the stress, 
the status and the perks.  In return, I get to spend more time 
with my wife and enjoy fantastic nature trails, less crime, less 
traffic and getting to shoot off a few hundred rounds 2 or 3 times 
a month.

12. What important life lessons have you learned through the 
years? 

Things don’t always happen as you plan it. But life goes on and 
you just have to pick up the pieces and move along. tws

ATTY.  JOSE     RAMON   NAKAO

12
QUESTIONS

 Apart from the photo booth that the committee plans 
to put up, what makes VSC 2018 exciting is the souvenir items 
to be available on the venue.
“ Another thing we are excited to bring this year for the 
first time is the VSC Souvenir Zine which will be sold in ad-
dition to the CD recording of the top ten finalists. The Zine 
will include the lyrics to all the songs, along with an art piece 
based on each song. The VSC Zine will be brought to you by the 
COPVA Fine Arts department,” Dulaca added. 

  “As the years went by, the competition along with its 
catchy and heart-capturing songs came to be well-known by the 
entire university and the local arts and culture community.” 
 Tickets will be sold in the following weeks.  tws  

VSC 2018:
Songs of the Heart

for

:
Joevic  B.  Baclayanto
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DepEd ... from page 1

Carolinian illustrator holds workshop in SU

theRANDOMspace:  WHY GIVE BLOOD? When you donate blood, you do not just help save someone’s life. At the same time, you are actually helping your own 
body to be healthier. 

Compiled by: Ray Chen S. Bahinting, Editor-in-Chief  VIA  https://www.organicfacts.net/health-benefits/other/blood-donation.html

ANTI-CANCER 
BENEFITS

Blood donation helps in 
lowering the risk of cancer. 
By donating blood the 
iron stored in the body are 
maintained at healthy levels. 
A reduction in the iron level 
in the body is linked with low 
cancer risk.

WHILE THE EDITORIAL is the 
brain of the publication, the editorial 
cartoon is the heart of it and should 
be treated seriously, said the illustra-
tor of Today’s Carolinian (TC) during 
an editorial cartooning workshop with 
Silliman campus journalists last Jan. 14 
at Silliman University.

TC is the official student publica-

Jameela I .  Mendoza
News Wri ter

Plus teachers who earn below 
P250, 000 annually will even be not 
paying taxes or they will be paying 
minimal, Briones added. 

On the other hand, the 
Secretary said that the Department 
will be offering department-owned 
provident funds especially to newly- 
employed teachers to discourage 
credit from lending institutions.  

“[Teachers, especially the newly 

Briones... from page 1

appointed], claim and they say the 
reason why they borrow because 
they are not paid immediately once 
they enter, that’s why they need to 
borrow,” Briones said. 

The department is also working 
out with the Professional Regulation 
Commission to create a national 
education academy to train teachers 
in order for them to get positive 
building for free.

“But of course, it is always a 
choice. There are those who cannot 
afford private service providers and 
so we want our own training program 

to be accredited,” she said.
On the other hand, aside from 

the improvement in teachers’ salaries 
and benefits, she said the budget 
includes P175 billion allocation for 
school buildings, classrooms and 
equipment. 

“Everyone loves teachers 
because nearly everyone comes 
from a teacher dynasty. If you are an 
engineer, a lawyer, a politician or a 
scientist, somewhere along the line, 
the teacher saw to it that you went to 
school,” Briones said.tws

WEIGHT LOSS

Regular blood donation 
reduces the weight 
of the donors. This is 
helpful to those who are 
obese and are at higher 
risk of cardiovascular 
diseases and other health 
disorders. 

STIMULATES BLOOD 
CELL PRODUCTION

After donating blood, the 
body works to replenish 
the blood loss. This 
stimulates the production 
of new blood cells and in 
turn, helps in maintaining 
good health.

MAINTAINS HEALTHY 
Only limited proportions of 
iron can be absorbed while 
excess iron gets stored in 
heart, liver, and pancreas. This, 
in turn, increases the risk of 
cirrhosis, liver failure, damage 
to the pancreas, and heart 
abnormalities. Blood donation 
reduces the risk of various 
health ailments.

A FICTION NOVEL by a former 
Silliman University (SU) law profes-
sor warns readers about a possible 
Chinese-initiated war against the 
United States (US) that may affect 
the security of the Philippines.

Fire Dragon is authored by Atty. 
Jose Ramon Nakao. Set in 1990s, the 
novel talks about how China plots 
and nearly succeeds in shifting the 
balance of power in Asia by collaps-
ing the US Economy.

During the relaunching of the 
book last Jan. 15 at the College of 
Law, Nakao said in his speech that 
due to China’s inability to fight the 
US upfront with military tactics and 
hardware, they would strike the US 
by going against weaker US allies like 
the Philippines, thus harming the 
latter’s security.

“The Chinese sought the 
strength of the US and they were 
smart enough to determine that they 
can never win a nuclear or a conven-
tional war against the US... And they 
think they need an alternative way of 
fighting a war,” he said, describing his 
novel. 

This alternative way, as described 
by Nakao in the book, includes Chi-
na’s actions in forcing their owner-
ship of Taiwan and the South China 
Sea or West Philippine Sea.

In the story, Fire Dragon is the 
title of the book Col. Quiao Lian and 

Wang Zhang Sui wrote. It studies 
how American generals think about 
war and features methods that can be 
employed to cripple the superpower.

Nakao, moreover, introduced in 
his speech the Chinese concept of 
“unrestricted warfare.” This includes 
methods like terrorism, network war-
fare, economic warfare and law war-
fare that can also covertly destabilize 
the US Economy.

In a review of Nakao’s book by 
Dr. Wolfgang B. Sperlich, author of 
the  biographical book Noam Chom-
sky: Critical Lives, Sperlich describes 
Nakao’s work as “a fast-paced action 
with a geo-political doomsday sce-
nario.” 

“The world of covert action with 
its high-tech stealth is brought to life 
in Fire Dragon, not to speak of the 
characterization of those individuals 
who live on the edge... As such Fire 
Dragon is the classical spy novel--no 
doubt an action movie in the mak-
ing,” the review read.

Sperlich gave the book a four-
star rating.

It is being distributed interna-
tionally in online shopping sites like 
Xlibris, Amazon and Apple iBooks 
and in bookstores like Barnes and 
Noble. The book  can be ordered in 
Dumaguete by contacting 978-1-
4990-9983-6 for paperback or 978-
4990-9982-9 for e-book. tws

Lawyer’s fiction novel warns 
of possible China-initiated war

“It’s not winter is coming. Cli-
mate change is coming and it is here 
already,” Briones said.

Briones added that the culture 
of the country is also challenged with 
the changing times. 

“…the various decision making 
have been impacted by technology 
and even as we wanted to catch with 
technology, we also think in terms of 
what we might lose in terms of cul-
ture in terms of value system,” she 
said. 

During her speech, Briones also 
mentioned four of DepEd’s key de-
liverables as mandate of the depart-
ment. 

One is raising the quality of edu-
cation. The constitution, Briones said, 
does not only say to provide educa-
tion for learner but provide quality 

education.
“This is a continuing challenge 

for us,” she said. 
Second is making education 

accessible to everyone. Currently 
DepEd has special programs for in-
digenous people or children of differ-
ent tribes and communites and also 
for children coming from Muslim 
families. 

The third challenge for DepEd 
according to Briones is making edu-
cation relevant to the urgent needs 
and opportunities of all nations. 

Briones emphasized the need 
of teaching learners how to accept 
change not just because of natural 
disasters but change because of ad-
vances in science and technology. 

“We cannot ask our learners to 
keep on memorizing though it’s good 

but to be able to accept and deal with 
change, we have to be creative,” she 
added.

On the other hand, President 
Rodrigo Duterte told Briones to 
strengthen the preventive drug edu-
cation component of curriculum.

“Not only lectures of the con-
tents of particular drugs but of stories 
who have successfully made out of 
addiction,” she said. 

The DepEd deliverable accord-
ing to Briones is making education 
truly liberating.

“[An education] where students 
will be given a freedom to choose, 
freedom to create, freedom to ques-
tion and the freedom to deal with 
change,” she said. (with reports from 
Sommer Buyante, News Editor)tws

Chrisse Martha B.  Gi l lesania 
News Wri ter

FIRE DRAGON: Atty. Jose Ramon Nakao presents his fiction novel “Fire 
Dragon”  together with wife Emelen during the relaunching of the book last 
Jan. 15 at Justice Venancio Aldecoa Jr. Moot Court at Villareal Hall, College 
of Law. PHOTO BY Babe Jocelie Isaga 

tion of University of San Carlos (USC) 
in Cebu. 

The lecturer, Zachary Borromeo, 
stressed that editorial cartoons are a 
powerful and effective way of convey-
ing ideas and opinions, because they 
can be easily understood.

“While the editorial is like the 
brain of the newspaper, the editorial 
cartoon is actually the heart of the pub-
lication, that’s why it’s actually very rel-
evant,” he said.

Moreover, Borromeo said ethics in 
journalism should still be the guiding 
principle of a cartoonist as a “disciple of 
art and journalism.” 

“You are not allowed to incite 
extreme violence or demonic themes. 
[This is] not appropriate, even though 
we experience a certain degree of free-
dom of expression,” he said.

The lecture was attended by the 
Weekly Sillimanian (tWS) and some 
Stones and Pebbles staff. 

Meanwhile, Maria Flordeline 
Sonjaco, adviser of Stones and Pebbles 
of SU Elementary School paper, said 
that they aim to continuously train 
publication staff. 

Borromeo is the Associate Editor 
for External Affairs of TC. He was a 
contributor for Paradox, the first and 
only editorial cartooning book in the 
country that features a compilation of 
editorial cartoons. He is also the cre-
ative head of Assortedge, a media or-
ganization specializing in contextual 
reporting and explanatory journalism. 
Currently, he is a graduating Applied 
Physics major at USC. tws

ZACHARY BORROMEO

TEDxSillimanU described Du-
maguete and Silliman University as 
places “where ideas are shared, chal-
lenged, and reinvented.”

“There are stories of brave souls 
who defied the norms, of dreamers who 
sought the world beyond their borders 
and the inner workings of everyday life, 
molded by the portals of Silliman,” it 
added.

Tickets are expected to be avail-
able last Jan. 17 at P200 each. Student 
can charge the tickets to their school 
account. Chan clarified that it is a non-
profit event and the money earned 
from tickets will be used for the venue, 
transportation and event-related ex-
penses.

The speakers will talk on the 
theme “Convergence, Divergence.” tws
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