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Tagle: We need to increase tuition
VICE PRESIDENT FOR Finance 
and Administration Fe Marie Tagle 
said Silliman University needs to 
increase tuition for new enrolees 
next year to sustain the improvement 
of learning facilities and services 
especially for the K to 12 program.  

Tagle repeated this 
announcement during the 
consultation meeting with faculty 
and staff unions, Silliman University 
Student Government (SUSG) and 
the Weekly Sillimanian last Feb. 12. 

The university had announced 
last Jan. 26 that starting June 2018, 
a 10 percent increase in tuition 
for incoming early childhood, 
elementary, high school and college 
enrolees will be imposed. 

However, member of  Silliman 
University Faculty Association 
(SUFA) Victor Aguilan during the 
consultation expressed his worry that 
the increase may discourage possible 
new enrolees in the university. 

“I’m looking at it from the 
marketing perspective. How do we 
convince the students to come to 
SU? And are we really fair in the 
way we charge the students, that for 
every centavo they pay, they get the 
equivalent services?” Aguilan asked.

He added that the increase in 
tuition may burden the students and 
discourage the parents to enrol their 
children in the university.

To avoid the possible decrease in 
enrolees, Aguilan suggested that the 
administration should revisit the fees 
with the students and “find ways to 
rationalize SU’s fees and costing.”

However, VP Tagle insisted that 
the increase is necessary to meet the 
costs of running the university. 

“Ideally, for a school to run, it 
should be dependent solely on tuition 
and fees. Because if you’re talking 
about sustainability of the school, 
you will have to make sure that the 
students will pay for all the services,” 

she said. 
For school year 2017-2018, 

the university’s budget amounts to 
P704 million. 58 percent comes from 
tuition and fees paid by students, 
while 42 percent comes from other 
sources. 

“If you look at tuition and fees 
alone, it cannot cover everything, the 
costs of the services in the university,” 
Tagle said. 

70 percent of a student’s 
tuition goes to salary and benefits 
of employees, while 30 percent and 
other fees for other services. 

“We cannot burden the students 
for all there is in the operations. 
Especially now that there is free 
tuition in other state colleges and 
universities, the call for increase may 

not be welcomed by parents,” Tagle 
said. 

And so the university has been 
very creative in looking for other 
sources, she added. 

“But, at that level, we cannot 
impose much on other sources 
because if you look at the commercial 
areas, we have been ‘zoned,’ and if 
you look at the commercial zones, it’s 
been fully utilized and so if we charge 
more on this and then we do not have 
those fund sources, more costs mean 
students either pay or the university 
goes into a deficit and so that’s what 
we want to avoid,” Tagle explained. 

Moreover, Tagle assured the 
union that students are getting the 
quality education they are paying for.

“Whether [the students] get 
value for their money, we always say 
‘yes.’ Because for every one peso that 
we spend for services, the students 
only pay 58 centavos. That’s reflected 
in our financial statement [available 

on the website]...” Tagle explained.
New Costs
Tagle said that the tuition hike 

is also due to the changes in the 
curriculum of the different colleges 
and professional courses.

Freshmen college students 
will have General Education (GE) 
courses on top of their respective 
majors, Tagle said. She added that 
these courses are different from the 
usual arts subjects in college, since 
they are integrative.

“So they will have math, 
technology, application… It’s a 
different thing (from the arts subjects 
before). The usual [arts subjects] 
that we had is now in Senior High 
School,” Tagle said.

As for adjustments, Tagle said 
the administration will be imposing 
additional fees like graduation and 
diploma fees to programs like 
the Senior High School (SHS), 
who now have their own P4

EXCELLENCE, NOT PERFECTION: Excellence is being the best that 
one could be; it does not mean perfection, since perfection will 
only result to constant disappointment, says Silliman alumnus 
and  Associate Solicitor of the Office of the Solicitor General, 
Atty. Ivan Maxino Bandal during the 60th Annual Honors Day 
Convocation last Feb. 12 at the Luce Auditorium.Story on page 4

Chrisse Martha B.  Gi l lesania
News Wri ter

Sillimanian tops 
PT board exam

CUM LAUDE GRADUATE 
from Silliman University Institute of 
Rehabilitative Sciences ranked ninth 
in February 2018 Physical Therapy 
Licensure Examination. 

Jhermi J. Borromeo, batch 2017, 
said she was supposed to take the 
exam last year, but she had some 
personal problems. She shared that it 
was already January when she started 
to focus to study.

“I know it was probably too 
late, it wasn’t a good thing. I could 
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SU faces La Salle Bacolod 
in grand law debate

University of St. La Salle (USLS) Bacolod 
City bagged two awards while Silliman 
University (SU) won one during the 
Grand Law Debate 2018 last Feb. 
12 at Luce Auditorium. P4

Ray Chen S.  Bahinting
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twsOPINIONS
THE TRUTH ABOUT BEING SINGLE 

ON VALENTINE’S DAY – GIRLS EDITION
EDITORIAL

OUR KINDA LOVE Miles Therese Granada

CHECK 
INSIDE

12 questions for 

Get to know the youngest vice 
president of GMA network in 
our “12 questions for Oliver 
Amoroso”!
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I have gathered a collection of 
heartwarming, funny and cynical 
perspectives from people with differing 
opinions about Valentine’s Day.

P3
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Esther Mic ah B.  Gi l lesania
News Wri ter OLIVER AMOROSO

The Types of People 
I Met Last Valentine’s Day

COLUMN
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Everyone that I’m with, may it be family, friends or a special someone, i make sure that I 
show them how much I value the time that we get to share. I guess being there for them is 
the simplest yet the most powerful support that we can give to our loved ones.
Kenn Adrian B. Duro, BS Civil Engineering - IV

For me, showing that you care is the simplest yet the sweetest way to make your loved ones 
feel loved and secured. It gives them the comfort that they need and to me as well. 
Samantha Louise Gubaton, BS Nutrition and Dietetics - II

In terms of family, showing love means obeying them and following their rules. In terms of 
friendship, treating them equally and letting them feel important and treasured can be a 
way of showing them love. 
Marky Joseph Ampil, BS Medical Technology - IV

To show love for my loved ones, I would appreciate them, I would always give time for them 
and I would not just love them but let them feel they’re appreciated and important as well. 
Christian A. Malubag, BS Psychology - I

Next Issue’s Question:

It’s almost Silliman University Student Government (SUSG) elections. 
What attributes should the next 

SUSG President and Vice President possess?

sillimaniansspeak
Compiled by Miles Therese Granada, Circulation Manager

PRONOUNS 
vs FREE SPEECH

Miles Therese Granada

Kyle B. Reyes

Circulation Manager

Feature Writer

THE GIRL WHO CAN FLY

IN THE ZONE

Our Kinda Love

editorial

“It’s the love month!
What simple ways can you do to show your love 

for your loved ones?”

For your answers, just  scan the logo on the left or text the CIrculation Manager 
(09759664662).  Indicate your full name (with middle initial), course and year. 

THE TRUTH ABOUT BEING SINGLE 
ON VALENTINE’S DAY – GIRLS EDITION

You’re single? On  Valentine’s 
Day? Yes, me too. But, hey, you 

have your family, friends, peers 
and your dog who loves you. 

You’re that strong-independent 
woman who doesn’t need a man to 
complete you. Sounds simple and 
laid-back, right? Let me tell you 
the truth of being single on the 

heart’s day.

February is the month I suppose 
girls in a relationship are being excited 
and jittery. Of course it’s the month 
of hearts and Valentine’s Day is the 
highlight of it. It means bouquets of 
roses, chocolates, heart-shaped balloons, 
candlelit dinner dates and if you’re lucky, 
a surprise trip to somewhere beautiful. 
Well, to single ladies, Feb. 14 is a typical 
day for school work, errands, making 

PowerPoint presentations or even 
binge-watching your favorite series 
while sipping your third cup of coffee 
because you don’t want to feel alone or 
you want to feel productive.

The stigma that society has set 
upon single girls that have no boyfriends 
or the old maid’s tale are somehow 
disappointing and very substandard. 
But can you force them to be in-a-
relationship when they’re emotionally, 
physically, mentally and spiritually 
not ready?I suppose you cannot. The 
influence of social media and how they 
affect us mentally by using the hashtag 
“goals” whenever there are photos 
posted by a couple can be a triggering 
factor why other girls are so pressured 
to have a romantic partner nowadays. 
Maywe should keep in mind that not 
all couples who celebrate Valentine’s 

Day are happy. And just because you’re 
going solo to a movie, well, in fact that 
it’s Valentine’s Day doesn’t mean that 
you’re unhappy. You should practice 
self-love and give love more to yourself 
first in order to love someone else.

I’ve asked a tita why she’s been 
single for a very long time and she told 
me that love has left her. Same as the 
girl next door, I’ve asked her why she’s 
single when she is so pretty and smart 
and she told me that her top priority 
right now is her studies. You see, all of 
us have reasons why we cherry-picked 
the “single life.” Apparently, it is a 
matter of what’s more important to you 
at the moment. You may be prioritizing 
your studies first, building up your 
career, too busy with your on-booked 
travels or just simply not ready for the 
idea of being attached to someone in 
an intimate manner. Whatever your 
reasons, don’t forget that Valentine’s 
Day can be a day of self-love. Because 
Valentine’s day isn’t just for couples and 
lovers, it’s for us too…singles. tws

There is a law in Canada that 
was passed back in 2016 called 

Bill C-16. This law “amends the 
Canadian Human Rights Act to 
add gender identity and gender 
expression to the list of prohib-
ited grounds of discrimination.” 
This basically means those who 
identify as non-gendered indi-

viduals are protected by the law 
from discrimination..

Before I explain this law any 
further, it’s best to know what exactly 
“gender identity” really means. Gender 
identity is defined as “a person’s 
perception of having a particular gender, 
which may or may not correspond with 
their birth sex.” Some genders that most 
people are using now include: Agender 
(genderless) Androgyne, Bigender, 
Genderqueer etc.  

You can see news about this on 
social media. One news story talked 
about a 52- year-old man who identifies 
himself not just as a girl but a six- year 
old girl. The man who identified himself 
as a Filipino was also making headlines 
locally. Though it may not be equivalent 

to gender, it still gives the idea of what 
gender identity really is.

These genders have their specific 
pronouns as well. These pronouns 
include “ze”, “zir”, “they” etc. According 
to the supporters of the law the use of 
non--gender pronouns is equivalent to 
giving respect to those who wish to have 
someone use those pronouns. Meaning, 
if you don’t use those preferred pronouns 
you are immediately disrespecting the 
person. 

Even with its good intentions, 
it still leaves many people baffled. 
According Professor Jordan Peterson 
from the University of Toronto, this 
law was ideologically driven and gives 
the impression that gender is not based 
on biology. According to Peterson “it 
is a tenet of the ideology that identity 
is socially constructed.”  With this in 
mind Peterson refuses to use any of 
these non-gendered pronouns, thus 
being a subject of protests by those 
who support not only the  bill but the 
ideology behind it.

I know very little about this new 
trend of rising non-gender pronouns 
but as far as I’m concerned the bill itself 

is not justified. I can honestly agree 
with Peterson when he added that this 
was against freedom of speech, mainly 
because the law is telling people to use 
non-gender languages. This is an attack 
on freedom of speech because it tells 
people what to say. 

My beliefs in politics are more or 
less Libertarian, which means that I 
believe that people can do whatever 
they want as long as they don’t use the 
government to hurt anybody else. In 
this case, people who support the law 
are using the government to suppress 
the freedom of expression by imposing 
“Forced Speech” onto the masses and 
that just doesn’t sit well with me.

Whether this trend of non-gender 
pronouns is justifiable or not, the point 
is that no one should ever be told what 
to say and what not to say. Freedom 
of speech is a very important factor in 
Democracy. It helps build a nation by 
listening to the ideas of every other 
person living on the same land. I could 
honestly care less about how persons 
identifiy themselves  but if you tell me 
that I should use a language that I don’t 
agree with, I will have to fight for my 
right to speak.  tws

References:
http://nationalpost.com/opinion/bruce-pardy-meet-

the-new-human-rights-where-you-are-forced-by-
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https://www.google.com.ph/
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Just like any other romantic relationship, love needs to be substantiated. 
There is a prime necessity for sturdy loyalty and open communication 
for trust and relationship to flourish. 

 In Silliman, the university and the students are the major couple. 
In the words of Vice President for Finance and Administration, Atty. Fe 
Marie Tagle, a university in an ideal setting must depend solely on tuition 
and fees paid by students. 
 In return, the university must provide the best quality educational 
services for students sustaining it. Mutualism. Give and take. Just like 
any other romantic relationship. One should not be happier or lonelier or 
disadvantaged from the partner. Both have to be SATISFIED. 
 The university’s announcement of a 
tuition hike is an unwelcome (and probably 
heartbreaking) news on Valentine’s Day for 
parents and future enrollees of Silliman. With 
the increasing commodity prices primarily due to the tax reform law, 
another equally important need— education— will also become pricier. 
The double burden lies heavily on our parents who only want to give the 
best of this world for us. 
 But, the Administration emphasized the need to increase, saying 
that students’ tuition and other fees cannot cover for all the costs of the 
university. They added that they have already exhausted all “creative means” 
to subsidize for other costs. 
 If tuition hike is NECESSARY and BENEFICIAL for Silliman 
University to continue running, then so be it. Anyway, nobody can do 
anything once changes are imposed, other than not enrolling in this 
university. 
 But the claim for necessity must be substantiated.
 We are one with the faculty union in asking for a clearer and 
comprehensive explanation of where the items in the tuition are accounted 
for. The Administration says that financial statements of the university are 
available online, but the problem is that not all students can understand 
whatever is  there. 
 The Administration should not just rely on the SU Student 
Government to relay this information to the student body; they, themselves, 
should reach out to students to explain not just on this particular change 
but on any matters directly affecting the students. 
 Moreover, the SUSG, as representation of the student body, must 
relay to the  students whatever transpired between them and Administration 
in the context of this issue. Understandable infographics on tuition and 
other fees must be circulated online or around campus. 
 Remember, your real boss is the student body. You are expected to 
stand up, question and fight for them vis-a-vis the Administration. You are 
the bridge in this Administration-student relationship. 
 The couple is the university and the students. The sturdy loyalty 
must be shown by the Administration and open communication must be 
especially paved by the SUSG. Because in Silliman, that’s how we should 
show our kind of love. 
 Happy Valentine’s Day, everyone!
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1. Moving from one province to another, what 
is your most memorable place growing up?

I consider my growing up years in the province 
as the best times of my life. Most memorable, 
though, was in Bukidnon. I remember that the 
yard next to our cottage inside the university 
became a favorite spot for outdoor games for 
friends and neighbors who came to play with 
my siblings and I after school. In the absence of 
new technology, life in the early 90s was simpler. 
Aside from soccer and other ball games, we 
enjoyed playing Luksong-Baka, Pitik-Bulag, 
Tagu-tago, Bato-lata and Sipa.
 
2. What do you love most about provinces?

Can’t think of just one. I love the culture, the 
food and the people. Traffic is definitely not 
a problem in the province. And, fruits and 
vegetables are always fresh.
 
3. Where do you prefer living? City or 
province?

Either. I credit my experiences growing up 
in Bukidnon and studying in Dumaguete for 
enriching my present career as Vice President 
and Head of GMA Regional TV. Although 
I am now based in Manila, I travel a lot in 
the regions either for work or vacation. I am 
also a passionate traveller and have travelled 
extensively in Asia, Middle East, Europe and 
North America. But I will always be a “promdi” 
at heart.
 
4. What inspired you to talk about breaking 
stereotypes of “promdis”?

It has some derogatory meaning, but being 
called “promdi” doesn’t faze me. In fact, I am 
proud of it. This is why I chose the topic for 
my TEDxSillimanU talk, so I can tackle the 
persistent stereotypes of those coming from the 
provinces and how we can counter and make 
them work to our advantage instead.
  

5. Do you think that the problem of 
underestimating “promdis” is still present at 
this time?

Yes, it still exists in this digital age, but it is 
changing especially that diversity is such a big 
word nowadays especially the center has already 
started to make space or look to those from the 
off-center.
 
6. What is the importance of bridging 
provinces in the Philippines through 
regional television programs?

There’s a need now more than ever to be very 
passionate in engaging Filipinos, especially 
those in the provinces, to be active participants 
for the development of regional and provincial 
communities. At this point in the nation’s 
history, when Filipinos in the provinces have 
taken center stage, it is imperative that the 
regional viewers have access to fair and balanced 
information, through locally-produced news 
programs, which are vital to growth and 
progress as a united community.
 
7. Who is the most memorable celebrity you 
have worked with?

I’ve worked with so many memorable celebrities 
and personalities for the past 15 years --- but 
if I have to choose two, it will be my good 
friends Marian Rivera and Dingdong Dantes. 
My friendship with the couple extends far 
beyond the borders of show business. One of 
the activities that made an impact on me was 
when Marian joined my team and I in our relief 
operations in far-flung coastal and mountainous 
communities in Northern Cebu just after the 
province was devastated by super typhoon 
Yolanda. Without the cameras, we were able 
to lead in the building and rehabilitation of 
bangkas for 340 fisher folk families in the island 
of Bantayan in Northern Cebu.  The project 
provided long-term and holistic rehabilitation 
efforts through education and livelihood 

opportunities.  Dingdong, on the 
other hand, has always been very 
generous with his time for my 
regional initiatives and seeks 
advice for his projects as well. 
In this industry which many 
believe that it’s impossible to 
find genuine relationships, 
my friendship with the 
couple defies this 

perception.
 

8. What character should every TV executive 
embody?

Humility.
 
9. What’s it been like being the youngest Vice 
President in GMA or in the Philippine TV 
Industry?

Putting aside the crazy hours and stress, it’s cool 
to be young in this position. I can roll up my 
sleeves to make things done at work --- and 
enjoy other things off work. Hopefully, I’ll retire 
in my late 40s or early 50s and travel the world 
to complete my bucket list.
 
10. What is the biggest lesson you have 
learned from studying in Silliman?

In Silliman U, I have experienced to live on my 
own and be part of a multi-cultural environment 
where being a “promdi” is not an issue. No one 
labeled another as “promdi.” Life in Silliman 
taught me to see people and situations from 
multiple perspectives after being exposed to 
various organizations, especially the Weekly 
Sillimanian, which I first became part of in 
my freshman year. Inside its portals, I felt that 
there was no “right” or “superior” culture. Every 
person’s culture is valid, and no culture is “better” 
than another. During my membership in the 
Kapunungan sa mga Mass Communicators 

12 Questions for
Oliver AmOrOsO

(KMC) and stint in the Silliman University 
Student Government (SUSG), I never felt 
inferior. In fact, it gave me the confidence to 
interact with other people since we spoke the 
same language and bonded under a strong 
sense of shared traditions, experiences and 
cultural identity. We validated each other. The 
affinity somehow helped build a stronger sense 
of self, ready to take on anything beyond the 
university’s portals.
 
11. What is the greatest part of your job?

The greatest part of my job is being a TV 
producer --- producing local news programs 
and specials that are more attuned to stories, 
voices and viewership outside Metro Manila. 
I am currently the executive-in-charge of 
production of GMA’s top-rating and award-
winning regional newscasts “Balitang Amianan” 
in Luzon and “Balitang Bisdak” in the Visayas, 
and the groundbreaking Mindanao-wide news 
program, “One Mindanao”.
 
12. What is your message to your fellow 
“promdi” in pursuing their careers?

If you find yourself confronted with derogatory 
labels, they will stay and hurt you but only if you 
allow them. Misconceptions are misconceptions 
because you don’t have to live up to them. tws

Margarita Camilla Delos Santos
Feature Writer

Photo by: 
Urich calUmPang

The Types Of peOple
i meT lAsT vAlenTine’s DAy

Lately, while thinking of 
something to write about, the 
coming of Valentine’s Day 

came to mind. It was then that I had 
a sudden rush of thought. 

That thought had me thinking 
about how it would be a great idea to 
pursue a topic that would require me 
asking around the people that I have 
always interacted with regarding their 
views about this traditional event that 
has been observed for years.

So, I took the time in learning 
more about their notions in what 
most of them called “just an ordinary 
day” or a “capitalist celebration.” 

What I have gathered were a 
collection of heartwarming, funny 
and cynical perspectives from people 
with differing opinions. 

Here are their responses:

1.The Person Who  Called It an 
“Illusion” 

“Valentine’s Day is just an illusion.”
This person believes that Valentine’s 
Day is just an illusion made by 
capitalists to make money from 
people. She said that love should be 

celebrated every day and not just on 
Valentine’s Day. 

2.The Person Who  Planned a 
Ladies Night

“Just going out with friends and going 
out to restaurants and camp-outs” 
This person is more than content 
with spending Valentines with her 
best pals. 

3.The Person Who Thought 
Valentines Was Just a Capitalistic 
Event 

“Valentine’s Day isn’t such a big deal to 
both [my partner and I].”
This person, who is in a relationship 
for over six years now with her 
significant other, battles against the 
idea of capitalistic events. So, what 
they just planned to do was just 
have a normal day. This person also 
said that what kept them together 
are the shared qualities of equality, 
understanding and thoughtfulness 
between the two of them. They give 
when they can and they don’t buy 
stuff for each other that they don’t 
need. 

4.The Hopeful Romantic

“I’m planning to celebrate [Valentine’s 
Day] with the love of life - Love for life 
itself and for the future and the present. 
That’s my kind of love. “
This person shared that Valentine’s 
Day is a celebration of love and it 
depends on the person what love for 
them is about because love comes in 
four forms: Agape, Eros, Philia and 
Storge.
With that being said and despite 
being single, he remains to have a 
positive outlook and hopes nothing 
but the best.

5.The Person Who Was Kind of 
Bitter But In Denial

“I think Valentine’s Day is a special day 
for couples. So if you don’t have one, you 
don’t celebrate. “ 
In the end, she said that “it’s just a 
day with a label.”

6.The Person in a Committed 
Relationship 

 “Every day is a day for couples, if you 
want it to be… It doesn’t have to be on 
Valentine’s Day.”
To this person, he and his girlfriend 
usually go out to dinner and take long 
walks around Silliman campus before 
they go home.
For them, Valentine’s Day is another 
ordinary day where they take each 
other out. The only difference is 
getting expensive dinner that is worth 
P250 and above.

7.The Person Who Was Too Busy to 
Notice Valentine’s Day

 “I want to finish my thesis!”
This person would rather finish her 
final thesis first more than anything. 

8.The Person Who Gives Tribute 
To The People in Her Life

 “Valentine’s Day should be celebrated 
with the people who have been there for 
you all throughout and that specifically 
goes to your closest friends and your 
family.”

For this person, it’s not a requirement 
to have a girlfriend/boyfriend for you 
to enjoy Valentine’s Day. She believes 
that if you spend it with the people 
you truly love like our friends and our 
family, you will be happier than being 
in a relationship that doesn’t make 
you happy. 

9.The Person Who’s “Single and 
Ready to Mingle”

“I’m currently single and open about 
new possibilities.”
Though this person is not against 
people who wanted to celebrate 
Valentine’s Day, she personally 
thought that it is just like any ordinary 
day. She’ll celebrate it with friends. 

10.The Person Who Was Not a Fan 
of Valentine’s Day

 “I’m not a big fan of Valentine’s Day 
because I think love and relationship 
should be celebrated every day.”
This person finds Valentine’s Day as a 
capitalist celebration or a celebration 
that gives pressure to relationships
tws
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theRANDOMspace:  NO TO VALENTINE’S DAY: Valentine’s Day is that one day where you get to show your significant other how much you love them. In fact, it’s a celebration of any 
form of love in general. However, even with its non- harmful intent, some countries have decided to ban Valentine’s Day partially, if not entirely. Here are five countries 
that have banned the celebration of Valentine’s Day.

Compiled by Kyle B. Reyes ,Feature Wrtier via https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vlxDv9c-ghI; http://www.islamweb.net/en/article/142698/why-do-we-muslims-not-celebrate-valentines-day

PAKISTAN SAUDI ARABIA

Seen as an unhealthy and 
foreign phenomenon, which 
authorities don’t seem to 
like, celebrating Valentine’s 
was banned by Russian 
conservatives in 2011. 

Specifically in its capital 
Islamabad, the celebration 
was banned in 2011. 
Authorities saw it as 
Western and indecent 
which goes against the 
county’s traditions.

The country’s religious 
police was responsible 
for the banning of this 
celebration. The event is 
celebrated in secrecy with 
Black Markets selling 
Valentine’s products.

RUSSIA

Muslims in the country were 
banned from celebrating it in 
2005. Muslims believed that 
it is traced back to Roman 
times, thus belonging to 
religions practiced in Rome 
and not Islam. 

MALAYSIA

roundup
Tagle ... from page 1

ERRATUM

In last week’s article entitled,  
“The Stories Behind lyrics and 

Melodies,” we misidentified 
Mr. Kyle Shem Montealto as 

Mr. Eric Duhaylungsod.
 

Our apologies.

UNIVERSITY OF ST. LA SALLE 
(USLS) Bacolod City bagged two 
awards while Silliman University 
(SU) won one during the Grand Law 
Debate 2018 last Feb. 12 at Luce 
Auditorium.

Sophomore USLS law student 
Daniel Victor Zayco bagged both the 
“Best Debater” and “Best Speaker” 
awards in the annual friendly debate. 

“Best Rebuttal Speaker” was 
senior SU law student Joed Marice V. 
Zamora.

By tradition, SU took the 

affirmative side, while USLS took 
the negative side on the proposition, 
“RESOLVED: That omissions in the 
SALN should not be considered an 
Impeachable Offense.”

As a negative necessity speaker, 
Zayco argued that consideration of the 
omission of SALN as an impeachable 
offense will monitor and supervise 
public officials in case of corruption. 

“Safeguards must be put in place 
to ensure the officials do not raid the 
coffers of government and fill their 
pockets with the money of the people. 

And what is a safeguard that would 
prevent this? The filing of statement 
of assets, liabilities, and net worth 
(SALN) under oath as mandated by 
the constitution,” he said. 

SALN refers to a public document 
that enlists an individual’s assets and 
liabilities which make up their net 
worth. According to Section 17 Article 
11 of the Philippine Constitution, 
every public official and employee 
in the Philippines should “submit a 
declaration under oath of his assets, 
liabilities, and net worth.”

On the affirmative bench, 
SU declared that omissions in the 
SALN do not equate to the grounds 
for impeachment as mandated in 
Section 2 Article 11 of the Philippine 
Constitution.

Affirmative necessity speaker 
Andrea Dawn Boycillo said, 
“Omissions in itself do not amount to 
great misconduct because the omission 
had not hindered the rendition of such 
public service for there is no direct 
relation or connection between the 
two.”

She said that omissions in the 
SALN are just negligence on the act 
of reporting SALN and not an act of 
falsifying of data in the SALN which is 
already a punishable crime.

On the other hand, USLS argued 

that omissions in the SALN are done 
with “deliberate intent and malicious 
bad faith to not follow what is 
mandated in the constitution (Section 
17 Article 11)” and that itself is ground 
for impeachment.

“Any office who fails to follow 
this constitutional mandate of filing 
his SALN is culpably violative of the 
constitution and has betrayed public 
trust […] Because the constitution does 
not qualify whether you can include or 
exclude certain properties, it is assumed 
through statutory construction that 
you must file your SALN in full and 
complete detail,” concludes Zayco.

Affirmative-beneficiality speaker 
Bobby E. Diglos said considering 
omissions in the SALN as an 
impeachable offense would result to 
numbers of impeachments and this 
would cause a “legislative lag” in the 
Senate because it would be focused in 
addressing such impeachments rather 
than “passing societally relevant laws.” 

USLS Bacolod, however, argued 
that omissions in the SALN and the act 
of negligence cripple the transparency of 
these public officials towards the public 
and will lose the public’s “faith and 
confidence towards the government”.

“Omitting something in your 
SALN; regardless of amount, regardless 
of the intention, gives the impression to 
the public that you have something they 
ought not know or they don’t deserve 
to know […] You [a public official] are 
not allowed to hide anything from the 

SU faces La Salle Bacolod in grand law debate
Meilynne Gem C .  Sonjaco
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department.
“Naa man sila’y courses that they 

have their fees, we’ll be imposing 
those fees. Example, they will be 
having subjects like immersion. 
They will be charged for that,” Tagle 
explained.

Meanwhile, Tagle said the 
administration along with the SU 

Student Government (SUSG) will 
conduct another review of the costs 
next year to see if there is a need to 
adjust other fees.

“For the tuition, it’s an upward 
adjustment at this time. For the fees, 
it depends…So that the effect is zero 
effect, you will have increase in one 
and decrease on the other. But there 
may be a requirement to increase 
some fees, depending on the review,” 
Tagle said.

With the increase of the tuition, 

Tagle said budgets for colleges may 
also increase depending on the 
number of enrollees and available 
resources.

No consultation needed
Tagle clarified that they did not 

have to consult the SUSG and the 
faculty and staff unions before they 
submitted the proposed tuition hike 
as stipulated in Article III Section 
5 of the CHED memorandum 
on Consultation Process and 
Requirements that sates “All Higher 

Education Institutions (HEIs), public 
or private, intending to increase their 
tuition and other school fees for the 
ensuing Academic Year shall conduct 
consultations, as hereinafter defined 
and provided, with their student 
councils/governments, and their 
faculty, alumni and/or non-teaching 
personnel associations.”

“[The increase] is only for 
incoming students and not the 
students who are currently enrolled 
in the university, so it would not 

MOST OUTSTANDING STUDENT: Silliman University Student Government 
President Allison Cruyff Ladero (center) receives the Most Outstanding Student 
Award during the 60th Annual Honors Day Convocation last Feb. 12 at the Luce 
Auditorium. With him are  SU President Ben S. Malayang III (right), Dean of Student 
Affairs Edna T. Calingacion and his parents. Photo by Rasheed Salcedo

affect all students,” she said. 
However, during the consultation 

meeting, Tagle encouraged the SUSG 
and the unions to submit a proposal 
to CHED should they have any 
concerns about the proposed tuition 
hike by the administration. 

Tagle will also meet with the 
Parents-Teachers Association of the 
School of Basic Education, excluding 
Senior High School, within this 
month. tws

have done so much more, but it was 
when I gave my everything. That’s 
the reason why I was not expecting 
to make it this far,” she said.

According to the Professional 
Regulation Commission, 588 out of 
1,017 passed the Physical Therapist 
Licensure Examination.

SU garnered a national passing 
rate of 90.91%, with 10 passers out of 
11 takers. Nine from SU were first-
timers and two were repeaters.

The following Sillimanians 
passed the licensure exam:

Arranguez, Taira Lou
Balbuena, Mary Grace
Banzuela, Blair Dennise
Borromeo, Jhermi
Corsame, Armielene
Gadiana, Maia Neviim
Herberg, Mariel
Montefrio, Sheena Marie
Refama, Merel Jan
Villacruz, Queennie May tws
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Excellence is standing up despite failure, says bar exam topnotcher
EXCELLENCE IS NOT about 
being perfect but it is about going an 
extra mile and standing up despite 
failure, said Silliman University 
(SU) alumnus and bar topnotcher 
Ivan Maxino Bandal in his message 
to students during the SU’s 60th 
Annual Honors Day last Feb. 12 at 
Luce Auditorium. 

“Excellence also means being 
able to work on failure and being able 
to rise up every time we fall,” said 
Bandal as he narrated how he bagged 
the 6th place in 2012 bar exam. 

He recalled as he was answering 
number 30 out the 100 item bar 
exam, his mind stopped working and 
he felt cold and sick. 

“I had an extreme fatigue because 

I was unable to sleep the night 
before… I thought that after eight 
months of hard work, my journey will 
just quickly end,” he shared. 

Though he could choose to 
retake the exam the following year, 
he said his determination made him 
refuse to quit. 

“I paused took deep breaths 
and I prayed hoping that God will 
provide me enough strength to at 
least finish the exam. Thankfully after 
five minutes, I recovered,” he said.

Bandal said how a person deals 
with hard situations determines 
whether or not one will be successful 
in achieving goals. 

He emphasized that failure 
is not just in terms of grades, 

but in its “many forms including 
disappointments, embarrassments, 
rejections, failed plans, unfulfilled 
promises and expectations.”

“Even the development of our 
most common products used today, 
smart phones, cars, computers, entail 
experiments in research where creators 
were not immune from failure, but 
because of their perseverance, they 
achieved worldwide success and 
recognition,” said Bandal. 

He said disappointments and 
failure is inevitable but it is alright as 
long as people learn from them and 

refuse to give up. 
However, he reminded the 

honorees not be too hard on 
themselves. 

He recalled his experience as 
a writer in the Weekly Sillimanian 
and member in other campus 
organizations when he felt frustrated 
for feeling like his works were not 
good enough. 

“Look up to God and pray. 
Ask for his guidance that you may 
be able to surpass and overcome 
everything that may come your way. 
In everything you do no matter the 
circumstance. Put God first,” he said. 

Bandal pointed out that there are 
many forms of excellence and all of 
them are a gift from God that has to 

be used for good works.  He said the 
world outside SU is full of challenges, 
but Sillimanians should let “Silliman 
Spirit” shine in their workplace. 

“If you are great or strong in life, 
your responsibility is not to arrive 
first or be first, your responsibility is 
to remove the stumbling blocks, so 
the weak can pass though,” he shared.

Bandal was the only top 
notcher from Visayas during the 
2012 bar examination. In 2003, he 
graduated magna cum laude in his 
undergraduate degree in SU College 
of Mass Communication. In the 
same year, he was listed as one of 
Ten Outstanding Students of the 
Philippines. tws
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public especially with the public interest 
at stake,” said negative beneficiality 
speaker, Janica Pandanduyan.

The Grand Law Debate is an 
annual non-contest friendly debate 
between SU Law and another law 
school in the Philippines as part of SU 
Law Week Celebration.

The SU team was composed 
of  Andrea Dawn Boycillo (necessity 
speaker), Bobby Diglos (beneficiality 
speaker), Josef  James Gara (practicability 
speaker), Joed Marice Zamora  (rebuttal 
speaker) and James Corro (team 
manager).

USLS’ team included Daniel 
Victor Zayco (necessity speaker), Janica 
Pananduyan (beneficiality speaker), 
Sharewin Sapian (practicability speaker), 
and Mika Tajima (rebuttal speaker).  tws


