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SU instates military reinforcements around the campus
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HIGH ALERT. Members of the 11th Infantry Brigade were deployed at the different areas of the campus to strengthen the security of the university following two consecutive bomb threats. PHOTO BY  Ian Zane T. Esparaga.

Henrie  Angelie  L .  Tam and Dominic  Zi  Ann D.  Ng   News Wri ters

On the morning of Aug. 5, 
the Silliman University (SU) 
Administration requested the 
Philippine National Police and 
the 302nd Infantry Brigade 
from Camp Leon Kilat, Tanjay 
City to deploy some of their 
troops in the campus.

The 302nd Infantry Brigade 
troops are additional personnel 
to further strengthening the 
security of the university.

“There was a security 
concern because somebody 
sent a bomb threat twice,” said 

Dr. Earl Jude Paul L. Cleope, 
officer-in-charge and vice 
president for Academic Affairs. 

Dr. Cleope in a conference 
with Brig. General Ignacio B. 
Madriaga, commander of the 
302nd Infantry Brigade, agreed 
to start the augmentation early 
due to the recent threats the 
university had received.

Last August 6, at least two 
troops were stationed at the 
main gates of the campus.

According to Dr. Cleope, 
Brig. Gen. Madriaga assisted 
by sending eight personnel as 
a way of extending the security 
measures of the university. 
Moreover, it is to assure the 
public and the stakeholders that 
the authorities are concerned 
and deeply involved.

In accordance with their 
agreement, the soldiers this 
week were given time to rest 
and will be back on Aug. 18 
until the end of the month.

Dr. Cleope clarified that the 
servicemen never patrolled 
at night. There was footage 
circulating of two patrolling  
military personnel along 
Roman Yap Lane; however 
the two personnel were not 
on duty but were on their way 
back to their barracks situated 
at the SU Gym. 

The Safety and Security 
Committee of the university 
held a meeting last Aug. 13. The 
university is also developing 
certain protocols for an 
Incident Command System 

(ICS). ICS is a procedure on 
specific responses to crises and 
calamities that might happen.

Meanwhile, SUSG president 
Aprille Juanillo advised that 
the students should not be 
alarmed. The university 
obliges everyone to follow the 
measures being implemented 
on the campus. 

Regarding the upcoming 
Hibalag, the university’s 
security will be tighter and 
security emergency procedures 
will be observed. tWS

Jean Aldemer S.  Salgados   Editor- in-Chief

PCIJ Holds Workshop-Forum; Clarifies Key Issues
Staff from the Philippine 

Center for Investigative 
Journalism (PCIJ) held a 
Workshop-Forum with the 
theme “Write on! Press on!” last 
Aug. 5 at the Silliman University 
Multi-Purpose Room. The said 
event highlighted key issues 
in Negros Oriental as well as 
the work and importance of 
investigative journalists (IJs) in 
the Philippines.

The workshop-forum spea-
kers present were Floreen Simon 
and John Nelvin Lucero — 
training director and researcher, 
respectively. PCIJ Executive 
Director Malou Mangahas was 
also present via Skype.

Ms. Simon gave a short 
segment opening with a brief 
summary of PCIJ and its staff and 
objectives. She then presented a 
video of their collective reports 
on former President Fidel V. 
Ramos to former President 
Benigno Aquino III — with a plan 
to update with current President 
Rodrigo Duterte’s report. The 
PCIJ, as Simon states following the 
video presentation, prides itself as 
an independent yet limited news 
organization relying mostly on 
relaying their investigative reports 
to mainstream media outlets. 
PCIJ also creates documentaries 
and training modules for students 
and aspiring journalists as well as 
workshops for print, radio, TV, 
online and citizen journalism.

Second speaker John Nelvin 
Lucero followed suit with a crash 
course on the basics of IJ. He 
gave importance to persistence 
and humility when relating 
to his experience in the field. 
He added the importance of 
multiple sources and thorough 
corroboration to achieve best  
rigorous checks to have little 
to no errors in wording and 
structure, and to ultimately have 
libel checks for legal safety. He 
also gave a short yet informative 
segment on data journalism. 
He stated in summary that data 
analysis is a key component to 
retrieve crucial information from 
vast amounts of data — taking 
months to years at a time for 
thorough study. 

PCIJ Executive Director 
Malou Mangahas was contacted 
via Skype and had a 30-minute 
“Ask me anything” (AMA) with 
the audience. She emphasized 
the equal necessity yet different 
approach of both journalism and 
rule of law towards the building 
of a sustainable and healthy 
government with minimal 
corruption. When asked about 
the then looming possibility 
of Martial Law in the island 
of Negros, Mangahas replied 
that the individual citizen and 
community must primarily 
prepare for it, prioritizing safety. 
She added that President Duterte 
is moody and unpredictable; 

being able to identify these 
circumstances and knowing 
how to react is important. She 
ended by saying to always act 
independent in the context of 
being impartial, to tell the story 
as it is regardless of your sources, 
audience, and the ones in power 
— to be strong and brave in the 
face of adversity.

The workshop-forum ended 
with a news pitching from mass 
communication students. The 
PCIJ consists of 10 members 
who carry out editorial, training, 
and research functions for the 
organization. PCIJ was founded 
in 1989 and will celebrate their 
30th anniversary this year. tWS
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WORKSHOP FORUM. The Philippine Center for Investigative Journalism (PCIJ) in cooperation with 
the College of Mass Communication Dean, Dr. Madeline C. Quiamco, held a workshop-forum at the 
Multi-purpose room last Aug. 5 The speakers of the event were Floreen Simon and John Nelvin 
Lucero. PHOTO BY  Alrivin M. Trivilegio.

FALSE CONSCIOUSNESS

LET'S ADD
MORE FUEL
TO THE FIRE

WHY WE LOVE THE
BEA-GERALD-JULIA

ISSUE

BEING
'CLUBBED'

TO
DEATH

Maria Fiona
A. Labucuas



2 twsopinion

sillimaniansspeak
Compiled by Neil Willer S. Nobleza   |  Circulation Manager

What is your take on the military presence
in Silliman University?

An utmost importance, especially at a time when the city and the 
province as a whole is rife with strife and fear. Not even the university 
and it's students are safe. It can't also be helped as Hibalag's presence 
shines ever brighter, creeping ever closer, inviting all sorts of crowds, 
like moths to a flame.
Hanz Casiple, Bachelor of Science in Computer Science I

While they do look intimidating, their presence is much needed in order to 
further secure the campus. The extra security is also for us Sillimanians 
to have a worry-free Hibalag.
Ben Nadzimer Bensali, Senior Highschool Grade 12 HUMSS
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LET'S ADD MORE FUEL TO THE FIRE
Nathan Angelo B. Cruz | Web Manager

It has been a tumultuous few weeks 
here at Silliman University. First, 
we had the bomb threat, then the 

stabbings, a mugging, and lastly another 
bomb threat. Currently, we have the 
presence of the military around campus, 
while we are taking our midterm exams 
and preparing for Hibalag. But in the 
face of all this adversity, we, Sillimanians, 
know next to nothing; the best we 
have are wild rumors and baseless 
speculation. Crisis after crisis, we still 
learn little of what is going on and what 
is going to be done. The party that should 
be responsible for this, of course, is the 
administrators of this school. And they 
seem to want nothing more these days 
than to shoot themselves in the foot with 
how they have been treating everyone.

Why are we kept in the dark? I realize 
that the top brass does not want to cause 
panic and uproar. But evidently, we have 
been fed blatant lies from the very start 
since the first bomb threat. We were 
told it was a simple exercise and that 

there is nothing to worry about, but the 
sudden cancellation of classes meant 
that something was clearly amiss. And 
sure enough, it was; rumors, false or 
otherwise, spread like wildfire until they 
did confirm it was, indeed, a bomb threat. 
They may have successfully (at least, to 
our knowledge) defused the threat of the 
bomb twice, but the damage was already 
done.

Of course, let us not forget the 
elephant in the room: the kiosks debacle. 
There is no official word as of the time this 
article was written, only spoken words 
from the victims involved. But it needed 
no official paperwork or a fancy online 
graphic telling us that it would happen for 
the damage to be done. For many, this was 
proof that — despite this allegedly being 
done as part of the zero-waste campaign 
— the admins are far too out of touch to 
care. This does not just potentially affect 
the lives of students, but also the very 
livelihoods of people who wish to serve 
food to others.

It truly is baffling why the admins 
actively try to kill off what little trust we 
all have in them left. After all, they are 
certainly more brilliant minds than you 
and I. Surely, these ordeals must have 
been hard for them, but it nevertheless 
does not excuse how they treat not just 
the students, but the faculty and other 
staff as well.

That is why we should not stop adding 
fuel to the fire. When the admin screws 
up, we should let them know immediately. 
We need to make it clear that we cannot 
tolerate what is happening, and that we 
want to seek a compromise. Remember 
that online petition on the kiosks? We can 
do more than that. Obviously, we should 
not go overboard and condense into a 
supernova of vitriol and toxicity; we must 
set the accords in meaningful discussion. 

When the time comes, we must let the 
admins learn that things will not stand. 
Because we can all make things better, 
together. tWS

Why we love the Bea-Gerald-Julia issue
Shareen Anjali B. Warad | News Writer

FALSE CONSCIOUSNESS

Silliman University has remained undeterred in its goal 
to create a safe and secure environment for students 
and its constituents. After the speedbumps that the 

university has endured, it is time to drive past the curve 
and gain momentum as a whole to celebrate the founding 
of the institution itself. Or so the authorities thought.

Even with the statement from the SU Administration 
regarding the augmentation of new security protocols, 
the majority of the population still does not feel safe 
and secure enough. Many cases of misinformation, fake 
news and unconfirmed reports still happen. This is due 
to the inconsistency of the statements from all branches 
of authority in Silliman as well as the nondisclosure of 
specifics to the general population. It is the right to life that 
demands for the populace to be well informed, even more 
so in with the recent incidents that have occurred. 

It is well within the intentions of the authorities to not 
create a greater panic that will disrupt the activities and 
everyone’s daily life, much like the irresponsible spreading 
of information regarding another security concern which 
has resulted in many members of the community deciding 
not to go to this year’s HIBALAG 2019. However, it is due 
to the very same ideology of not creating panic that has 
created panic.

 
The lack of information that has been given to the 

community has stirred up a mixture of fear and frustration 
because they cannot decide what to do next. With this in 
mind, many are questioning the motives and the power 
of the SU Student Government, especially with the vague 
statements that do not align with the statements from the 
SU Administration. Many also question whether the SU 
Student Government is even allowed to partake in the 
information that should be disclosed due to their vague 
statements.

tWS believes that these inconsistent statements and this 
continuation of nondisclosure to the general populace will 
only result in bigger and meaner speedbumps ahead that 
will lead to a new level of heightened fear and frustration. 
We hope that all the branches of authority in Silliman 
University will choose to disclose consistent statements 
and full transparency to the general population, and that 
they will continue to pursue the safety of the constituents 
of the University as much as they are continuing to pursue 
their goal to remain tenacious and move past these recent 
incidents. tWS

Filipinos are naturally drawn to 
dramas, whether it may be a 
Television drama, a neighborhood 

drama, or a showbiz drama, we are all up 
for the tea. Recently, an issue between 
Bea Alonzo, Gerald Anderson and Julia 
Barretto surfaced on our social media 
platforms, people were taking sides on 
whether which team they were siding on, 
#TeamBea or #TeamJulia. Everybody was 
too busy pitting the two women against 
each other that they forgot who the 
real culprit is in this situation – Gerald 
Anderson. Ah, the notorious playboy in 
the industry who was the reason a lot of 
women being pitted against each other. 
Although, Bea Alonzo should’ve known 
better – the guy cheated on Kim Chiu 
with her! How you got the man is how 
you lose him, gurl. 

Why do we love this issue that is 
obviously irrelevant for the Philippines’ 
actual problems? Well again, Filipinos 
are so in love with dramas that we badly 
want to involve ourselves in the tsismis; 

we are all up for the conflict. With this 
hunger for dramas, most Filipinos are 
into TV series with the same plots and 
clichés – a man cheating on his wife 
with his wife’s best friend or whoever, 
and having this plot happen in real life 
somehow ignited the hidden excitement 
we have for dramas or conflicts. So when 
Bea started liking photos of Julia and 
Gerald together in a party and in a beach 
resort, and when she posted a pitch black 
photo on Instagram with a caption about 
not making the same mistakes twice, 
people were quick to acknowledge that 
there is definitely something going on 
between Julia and Gerald.

Of course, the Barretto sisters 
Claudine and Gretchen consoled her 
instead of their niece, sparking more 
interest to the netizens. It was the drama 
everybody was waiting for. It is yet the 
showbiz drama of the decade.  

After Bea announced that she was 
ghosted and was not given a formal break 
up by Gerald, #TeamBea, which consists 

of Paulo Avelino, Angel Locsin, Angelica 
Panganiban, and more, posted on their 
social media accounts shades directly 
thrown at Gerald, it was also at this time 
that Gerald formally announced that he 
was indeed courting Julia Barretto. Oh 
my God there is so much happening, can 
we just not care about these people? We 
can’t, we love issues. 

Anyway, the issue died down a bit 
for a week until Julia Barretto posted a 
message (which was irony in all aspect) 
addressed to Bea Alonzo, really gurl 
you shouldn’t have, about the actress’ 
downright bullying her through liking 
non-malicious photos. Julia’s post, yet 
again, added more fuel to the dead fire 
which made netizens side and bash Julia 
and Bea. I am saddened honestly, that 
instead of pointing out Gerald’s mistakes, 
which by the way have been going on for 
more than a decade, they chose to pit 
these two women against each other. 
What I’ve noticed about humans is that 
we enjoy seeing two women fight for a 
guy just to see who gets the guy in the 
end. Which is a huge NO-NO. Empower 
women, like what Julia said which she 
didn’t even apply to herself, stop pitting 
them against one another.

Finally, the one sentence that raised 
eyebrows and sarcastic remarks was 
when Julia said “I refuse to be your 
victim” to Bea Alonzo. Although Julia, 
dear, it would best fit if you said this to 
Gerald instead. Nonetheless, thank you 
for feeding our hungry souls with the 
drama you guys made. We’re full and 
ready to have some more. tWS
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Escaping the Untrue

by Maria Fiona A .  Labucuas  Feature Wri ter

Being ‘Clubbed’ to Death

Today's generation 
has entirely been 
dependent on the 

internet in terms of getting  
sources of information. 
Ironically, access to reliable 
information has now 
become a harder process. 
In fact, information is now 
at the tip of our fingers. 
Progressive it may be, 
however, the internet is 
also capable of misdirecting 
everyone's perception. Such 
open and quick accessibility 
of information that the 
internet provides has led to 
a problematic question that 
is prevalent among netizens: 
Which of these information 
are true and which are not?

Distress pierced the 
people upon hearing the  
series of unfortunate events 
that happened weeks ago. 
Engulfed with the wildfire 
spread of false information, 
the peace within the city was 
slowly  replaced by  fear and 
paranoia.

With the internet's po-
wer to connect people, 
combined with the works of 
irresponsible individuals - the 

Clubs are defined as 
organizations or 
associations that 

cater to a particular interest 
or activity, and Silliman 
University has a lot of them. 
Aside from organizations, 
there are numerous 
committees that students 
may join, may it be in the 
Silliman University Student 
Government (SUSG) or in 
their respective colleges and 
departments.

These organizations 
often enable students 
to participate and get 
involved in extra-curricular 
activities. These activities 
allow students to explore 
interests, create broader 
perspectives, and exposure 
to bigger responsibilities. 
Extra-curricular activities 
also result in higher self-
esteem among students and 

provide social opportunities 
for students to make new 
friends and memories.

Cedrick Babor, a Grade 
11 STEAM student, shared 
the reason he involves 
himself in extra-curricular 
activities. “I find a sense 
of accomplishment in 
completing tasks that need 
to be done,'' said Babor. “I 
involve myself because I 
enjoy serving people may 
it be directly or indirectly.” 
He also stated that what 
makes participating in 
extracurricular activities 
worthwhile is the happiness 
and smiles he gets to 
experience with people.

The student organizations 
also serve as gateways towards 
service, may it be to fellow 
students, to the community, 
the environment, or the 
country as a whole. Through 

extra-curricular activities, 
one is able to learn a lot 
more than what is discussed 
within the four walls of 
the classroom. According 
to Babor, the difference 
between learning in the 
classroom and involvement 
in extracurricular activities 
is that the latter gets to 
engage with a more diverse 
group of people. Extra-
curricular activities help 
develop leadership and 
time management skills. He 
recalls how his service in his 
org taught him to respect 
different individuals and to 
set his priorities straight.

As beneficial as extra-
curricular activities may 
be, they also have negative 
effects on students, 
especially without proper 
management. Some activities 
are time-consuming and 
conflict with study time or 
time that could be spent 

making school work. Extra-
curricular activities can also 
affect a student’s health if the 
tasks they entail are tedious 
and stressful. Students 
may experience getting 
‘clubbed’ to death if they 
have more extracurricular 
commitments than they can 
handle.

Chona Lynn Crouch, a 
Grade 12 STEAM student, 
said that it is a student’s 
responsibility to do good in 
school but he/she can also 
get involved in activities 
that benefit others and 
the planet at the same 
time. She is the head of 
three sub-committees in 
executive committees under 
the SUSG and organized 
numerous programs, events, 
and activities. “Due to the 
numerous responsibilities, 
I can no longer sleep 8 
hours a day,'' stated Crouch. 
“Despite this, my grades 
have always been good and 
above 90.”

A student can 
balance academics and 
extracurriculars through 
proper time management, 
setting of priorities, and 
determination. There may be 
hard and pressuring times, 
especially when it’s midterms 
or finals season, or when the 
student is discouraged by 
others. Crouch says that these 
students will hear statements 
like “Don’t complain because 
you are the one making your 
life more difficult” or “No 
one asked you to join those 
clubs” but they shouldn’t 
be a hindrance. These 
hurdles shouldn’t stop the 
student from unleashing 
their full potential from 
finding themselves in their 
interests or from helping the 
community.

It’s not a problem when 
students join as many clubs 
as they please as long as they 
can handle the responsibility 
and avoid getting ‘clubbed’ 
to death. tWS

spread of false information 
have  led into a problem of 
fear mongering. Series of 
murder through shooting 
incidents in some municipal 
areas  of Negros Oriental, the 
stabbing incidents within the 
city, and the security threats 
involving bomb scares in 
Silliman University paved 
way in instilling fear and 
anxiousness to the people. 
As if someone is pulling 
the strings together and 
found pleasure in seeing us 
shivering in fear.

Due to the rampant 
spread of fake news, people 
seem to think that the 
community is  unsafe any-
more. Misinformed, some 
people opined that the city is 
no longer the City of Gentle 
People. While it is true that the 
Province of Negros Oriental 
is in the verge of threats from 
criminal entity whose goal 
is to instill fear among the 
citizens, exasperating fake 
news worsen the situation 
by instilling paranoia to the 
citizens. Such have incited 
restlessness and slowly, 

people are having doubts 
on the local government's 
capability to provide security 
to the people.

Peace is what we always 
wanted. However,  spreading 
false information isn't helpful 
at all. The circulation of  false 
content will never count as 
a good contribution for the 
country. This will only lead 
to further confusion and 
chaos in our society. Being 
aware of its existence and 
informing the people to stop 

spreading it should be the 
priority of an individual.

Before sharing infor-
mation, think first, verify 
its sources and make 
sure that the author is a 
legitimate provider. The 
best thing to do is to wait 
for the announcement of  
the authority. Validating the 
information at hand and 
sharing this to your family 
and circle of friends is a fair 
contribution to society.

To achieve peace, be  
responsible with the  actions 
made . Think critically  before 
performing an act. Being 
critical means promoting 
the common good to all 
without being engulfed by 
the influence of evil. People 
have the tendency to commit 
mistakes which can hinder 
the reign  of peace, but one 
thing is for sure --- achieving  
peace by doing the common 
good is necessary and this 
requires a huge  responsibility 
for everyone to contribute. 
tWS
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theRANDOMSPACE:

WASH YOUR HANDS
 

It is one of the most effective ways to 
prevent the spread of germs. First, you 
wet your hands, apply soap, foam your 
hands by rubbing the soap together, scrub 
for 20 seconds, rinse well, and dry your 
hands using a clean towel or air dry them.

USE HAND SANITIZER

Washing hands with soap and water is the 
best way to remove germs in most circum-
stances. But if soap and water are not avail-
able, alcohol-based hand sanitizers can also 
do the trick!

DRY YOUR HANDS
USING A CLEAN CLOTH 

Dry hands thoroughly using a clean paper 
or cloth towel or under an electric air dry-
er. It is important to dry hands thoroughly 
after washing because some bacteria re-
main on hands after washing, and these 
bacteria are more easily spread via wet 
hands than dry ones. 

Prevention is the Key. From a very young age, we’ve been told to wash our hands before eating or preparing food and after using the bathroom. While this is general information for hygienic reasons, 
many of us tend to forget doing this practice; hence, we contract various infections like diarrhea and pneumonia which are the two top killers of young children around the world. Here are some tips to 
prevent from getting these kinds of diseases: 

Compiled by: Neil Willer S. Nobleza

https://www.pennmedicine.org/updates/blogs/transplant-
update/2018/may/hand-washing-tips

https://www.healthline.com/hlcmsresource/images/
News/070716_handsanitizer_THUMB_LARGE.jpg

https://www.buzzfeed.com/carolinekee/moldy-shower-
curtains-just-gtfo

Francis  Ryan Pabiania    News Wri ter

EnviroCom to monitor Zero-Waste Policy implementation

SU to host first AC US Embassy Talks

Edan Sam G.  Pancho  News Wri ter
OSA Awardees for 2019 announced

Six alumni of the university 
are to receive the 
Outstanding Sillimanian 

Awards (OSA) for 2019. They 
were chosen from candidates 
nominated by Silliman 
University (SU) Alumni 
chapters in the Philippines 
and other parts of the globe.

This year’s OSA recipients 
who have become living 
exemplars of excellence, 
character and service are 
former SU President Dr. Ben S. 
Malayang III in environment 
and academic leadership; 
Mr. Moses L. Alcala in 
applied environmental 
geology; Dr. Jonathan C. 
Amante in medical services 
development; Atty. Myrish T. 
Cadapan-Antonio in global 
leadership development; Rev. 
Dr. Al B. Fuertes in conflict 
transformation and peace-
building; and Dr. Leonilo B. 
Oliva in educational service.

The six OSA awardees 
will be honored during a 
conferral rite to be held at 
the Claire Isabel McGill Luce 
Auditorium on Aug. 28. The 
OSA is an annual highlight of 
the Founder’s Day celebration, 
attended by Silliman 
students, faculty, staff and 
administrators as well as the 
awardee’s family and friends.

 
The awardees are 

nominated based on the 
university’s motto: “Via, 
Veritas, Vita.” Via “The Way,” 
is reflected on the awardees’ 
outstanding professional 
achievements in their field of 
specialization; Veritas “The 
Truth,” is the individuals’ 
social responsibility and; 
and Vita “The Life,” is the 
individuals’ personal conduct 
and exemplary family life. tWS

Four Sillimanians will 
converge as speakers for 
the first AC United States 

Embassy Talks that will be held 
in the Luce Auditorium on 
Aug. 19. 

The event will be hosted by 
American Corner Dumaguete 
of Silliman University, in 
partnership with organizations 
including US Embassy Manila, 
Young South East Asian 
Leaders Initiative and others.

The speakers include 
Atty. Myrish Cadapan - 
Antonio, 2019 Harvard Hero 
Awardee; Val Amiel Vestil, 
Founder of Association 
of Young Environmental 
Journalists (AYEJ); Shamah 
Bulangis,  Fellow of Young 

SouthEast Asian Leaders 
Initiative (YSEALI) Academic 
Fellowship; and  Asst. Professor 
Ian Fermin Rosales Casocot, 
five-time Don Carlos Palanca 
Awardee.

According to the organizers, 
the "signature speaker program 
platform" of the American 
Spaces of the US Embassy 
in the Philippines highlights 
the accomplishments and 
compelling stories of US 
Government Exchange Alumni 
and university faculty from a 
US perspective.

Antonio, Vestil, Bulangis 
and Casocot will talk on 
Democracy, transparent 
governance, rule of law and 

human rights; Environmental 
Sustainability, Disaster Pre-
paredness; Youth activism 
and empowerment; and Pop 
culture and theArts: Soft Power 
Diplomacy, respectively. 

Despite the “Parade of 
Lights” schedule for the Hibalag 
festival that will follow after 
the event, the organizers are 
expecting a “full house” with 
almost a thousand of audience 
to attend.

Negros Oriental’s youth 
leaders, English, sciences, 
political and governmental 
students and media were 
already invited to expectedly 
attend the talk. tWS

Silliman University Stu-
dent Government Envi-
ronment Committee 

(SUSG EnviroCom) launched 
the “Waste Watch” program 
earlier this month of July 
to monitor the University’s 
implementation of the SU 
zero-waste policy.

EnviroCom aims to make 
the program a “sustainable and 
consistent system” instead of a 
“one-shot deal.” Program head 
Farida Iris Lagusad said they 
will ensure university progress 
in implementing the zero-
waste policy. 

For the development 
stage, the Waste Watch 
subcommittee will focus on 
the main university campus 
including college departments’ 
establishments, offices and 
dormitories. 

“We hope to be able to help 
and motivate the Silliman 
community into making small 
yet impactful actions for 
themselves and the University 
as a whole,” said Lagusad, in 
relation to the zero waste policy 
implementation.

As followed through the 
"Waste Watch Checklist" 
guide, the program will 
conduct random and regular 
monthly visit to the offices 
and establishments, and will 
monitor and evaluate their 
segregation, cleanliness, 
general waste management 
criteria and situational plans 
and problems.

For now, the subcommittee 
would not put forth fines 
or penalties. Instead, the 
establishments who comply 
with the policy will be 
recognized in the EnviroCom 
page. 

They said that it will boost 
the establishments’ willingness 
and initiatives to take action on 
the policy of the university.  

“We need to realize that 
we are all involved regarding 
this policy. We want to 
collaborate with all offices and 
establishments to help each 
other towards a zero-waste 

Silliman. Also, we cannot just 
rely on the heads to do the 
task; we need to do with what 
is needed with ourselves,” she 
added.

The Waste Watch is one of 
the programs conceptualized 
by the SUSG EnviroCom  
Chairpersons namely Ma. 
Jaya Ariola, Stefano Rafael 
Ledesma, and Matthew 
Vincent Tabilog. The Waste 
Watch is currently headed 
and continuously improved by 
Farida Iris Lagusad and Joel 
Villanueva.

“Via, veritas, vita---The 
Way, the Truth, and The Life. 
We hope we all would be able 
to carry out this movement 
along with the teachings of 
Silliman, and make an impact, 
even in the smallest details,” 
Lagusad said. 

 
Meanwhile, the program 

committee has eight members 
and Lagusad said they are in 
need of more volunteers. tWS

KICKSTART. The grade 11 students celebrate Buwan ng Wika by organizing a Tabo event at AH grounds 
last August 5. PHOTO BY  Alrivin M. Trivilegio.
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