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CHECKS. Silliman University employs triage teams in response to the Coronavirus scare. Photo by Ian Zane Esparaga.

SU implements Triage system
Campus France, DAAD
holds info session
by Deogracia William Bemida

CAMPUS
FRANCE
and Deutscher Akademischer
Austauschdienst German Akademic
Exchange Service (DAAD) in
partnership with the Office of
Strategic Partnership holds info
session on academic opportunities
in France and Germany in SU Hall
last Feb. 17.
Ms. Emma Briffaut, Higher
education Attaché from the French
Embassy to the Philippines and
the head of Campus France
talks about French education
and the benefits of studying
in France. She discussed the
application steps, possible schools
to apply for and the aid programs
Continued on page 5
Photo by Ian Zane Esparaga

SU Architecture

by Nathan Angelo Cruz &
Edan Sam Pancho
A S A P RE CAU T I O NA RY
measure against the recent worldwide
novel coronavirus outbreak, Silliman
University (SU) has implemented
a Triage system per Advisory No. 5
released last Feb. 9.
Since Feb. 10, medical teams
have been conducting thermal
scanning and screening procedure
to
pedestrians
entering
the
following gates: Cafeteria or Admin,
Elementary Main Gate, Villareal
Hall, High School Main Gate,
Langheim, Agriculture or Institute of
Environmental and Marine Sciences,
Laguna, Angelo King, and Gate 7.
When cleared, one is given a sticker
with a checkmark on their ID; otherwise,
another sticker is given which marks one
as a patient for monitoring.
According to the advisory, the
stickers will last until Feb. 16 and
must be renewed this week after
another screening.
Additionally, SU released the

garners 100% passing rate,
produces top notcher
by Hannah Patricia Abril
SI LLIMAN UNIVERSI T Y
registered a 100 percent passing rate
along with its first top notcher in the
January 2020 Architecture Licensure
Examination (ALE), producing its
second batch of licensed architects.
Five licensed architects along
with Top 8, Edith Joy Supat, belong
to the first batch of graduates of BS
Architecture program under the
College of Engineering and Design
that was established last June 2012.
Architect Vittorio Alejandre
Vinarao, Department Head of BS
Architecture stated that the means of
retaining students had allowed them
to attain the hundred percent passing
rate, maintaining a standard for those
who are taking the course.
“When we teach students, we train
them to be as if they are in an office,”
Ar. Vinarao said. “Also, all of the
faculty here are practicing architects,
so we know what’s happening in the

field outside, and that’s how we treat
our students and our classes.”
“Actually our top notcher, she was
our first Cum Laude,” Ar. Vinarao
shared his impression about Silliman
University’s first ALE top notcher,
Edith Joy Supat. “I guess she took it
upon herself as a pressure. “Personally,
when I talk to her, I keep challenging
her. In other fields, being a Cum
Laude is not a guarantee that you will
be among the top notchers. I guess
she took it as a challenge… We saw
her potential [while she was ] as a
student.” he added.
“To be able to take the Licensure
Exam, I had to complete a two year
diversified architectural training
first, under a licensed architect, after
graduating. Then I was l off to a
6-month long review course prior to
taking it,” Supat stated.
“I studied along with my boyfriend
(who also passed the exam) during
the review period and he was the
one who always kept me in check

holistically, not only with my studies
but also physically and mentally
prepared. Together, we tried our best
to manage our time well by creating
a study schedule and study tracker.”
Supat mentioned that her biggest
motivation in acing the exam
was her parents who continually
supported and prayed for her. She
also acknowledged her boyfriend for
being the biggest influence on her
success.
After the results, Supat plans to
return to the same firm in Dumaguete
where she worked during her
apprenticeship and finish a personal
project she started with the firm. She
also plans on taking a master’s degree
course in the future.
The newly licensed architects of
SU as follows:
1. Abenes, Zandas D.
2. Gulles, Vince Allen L.
3. Lunor, Mary Vail B.
4. Piñero, Inrica A.
5. Supat, Edith Joy P.

Advisory No. 6 last Feb. 12 which
stated that the university will
continue its implementation of the
Triage System at the aforementioned
gate and urged everyone to undergo
a screening last weekend to avoid
crowding.
“We just want to ensure and
protect the health of everyone on
campus especially on recent health
concerns—particularly the new
coronavirus. There have been a
number of reports from different
news outlets about the virus spreading
from China to other parts of the
world including the Philippines
and particularly in Dumaguete,”
said Atty. Joshua Ablong, Human
Resource Development (HRD)
Manager.
According to him, it began with the
Health and Safety Committee of the
university which, upon initially hearing
reports of the virus, recommended
certain preventive measures against
it like cleaning hands with soap and
water in a memo on SU’s Facebook
page and website last Jan. 23.

“It started with the Health and
Safety Committee being convened
and submitting its recommendations
to
the
administration,
and
subsequently it resulted in a number
of measures that were adapted …
the basic preventive measures as
prescribed by [the World Health
Organization] and [the Department
of Health], and other measures such
as prohibiting tours in campus and
screening those who come in, looking
into their travel history, requiring a list
of visitors prior to their arrival in the
campus,” he added.
Following this, the SU Crisis
Management Team on the 2019nCoV Acute Respiratory Disease
(COVID-19) was created. Led by Dr.
Walden Ursos, its members comprise
of the university’s administrators and
staff.
The medical personnel conducting
the screening, according to Atty.
Ablong is a composite of the
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EDITORIAL

Unknown Direction
Currently, the country’s media industry is placed into great uncertainty when
threats to close and shut down the television broadcasting empire ABS-CBN
(Alto Broadcasting System – Chronicle Broadcasting Network) echoed from
the mouth of the president and was put into action by his subordinates. At the
present, the case on whether the media company cease to operate or continue, is
still pending in Congress.
In recent years, the media and entertainment organization has received threats
from the government, specifically President Rodrigo Duterte. The network
was accused of unfair reporting when it comes to the current administration’s
achievements compared to the government’s insufficiency in providing quality
service to the citizens. Most notedly, the issue on extrajudicial killings during the
war on drugs campaign did get a lot of news reports from the company.
According to the law, broadcasting companies must secure congressional
franchise in order to continually operate. ABS-CBN, meanwhile, has been
issued with a franchise in the year 1995 and is set to expire in March of 2020.
At the start of February, Philippine Solicitor General Jose Calida, filed a
complaint to the supreme court accusing ABS-CBN of violating the operating
franchise granted by the Congress. He said that the network “abused the privilege
granted by the state” upon the introduction of a pay-per-view channel that was
not approved by the telecommunications commission of the government.
At the stake of the franchise cancellation the media and entertainment
organization is the loss of job of around 11, 000 workers of the network.

The Mean One

The fate of the network is unclear. Although the operation is normal at the
moment, the real scenario is of uncertainty. The complaints filed against the
media company stressed on the abolition of the company’s abusive practice
with regards to its pay-per-view contents that was not included in the franchise.
Meanwhile, critics of the administration argues that this issue is one of Duterte’s
acts in his warpath against media organizations that have criticised his war on
drugs campaign. ABS-CBN has been one of the front runners in presenting
news with relations to the government’s war on drugs.
Nonetheless, tWS maintains its support to the press freedom in the country.
No media outlet must be persecuted and put at stake for reporting timely and
relevant information that aims to inform the public. The betterment of the
people and the country is a goal all Filipinos must endeavor in. Regardless of
the result of the investigation, the truth must prevail in the end and justice must
be served right.

sillimaniansspeak
Compiled by Ian Zane Esparaga

Share your Kobe Bryant story
in two sentences.
I became a fan of basketball because of Kobe. He inspired me to go
beyond barriers that basketball is also a great sport for women.
@shekjeannnnn via Twitter
Kobe Bryant has touched my life and my husband’s life deeply. I can
really say that, if it’s not for him and his principles in life, I wouldn’t be
who I am today – as a teacher touching others’ lives as well, someone with so much positive outlook in life, and great love for family and
God. #MambaNeverOut
Rhea Rheem Muarip-Bolodo, Silliman University Faculty
I knew about Kobe Bryant when I was in the 4th grade. Been a Kobe
and Laker fan ever since. His mindset and outlook not just in basketball but life in general has influenced me a lot — to be the best with
what you do and to inspire others. #RIPKobe
Urich Calumpang, Silliman University Faculty
Kobe introduced me to the sport basketball, which later on became
my favorite sport. Watching him play makes me realize that I have to
give everything I have in every game I play – basketball or not. Also,
every time a new Kobe shoe is announced, I always dreamt of having
one in my shoe rack.
Paul Anthony Cataylo, BS Information Technology - III

EX-BATALLONES
Jeck Tirambulo

They used to say that everyone's
first victory was winning the
swimming contest to the ovary.
Although hearing it calls for an
immediate celebration to my part as
I rarely excel at anything, sometimes
in the most melancholic moment
of my life, I wish it wasn't me. The
other billions of spermatozoa who
swam along with me, there must have
been at least one percent of them
who could have become a scientist, a
lawyer, a great painter, or a performer.
My parents could have been hanging
a beaucoup of certificates, medals,
and plaques somewhere in our living
room. Instead, what came out of my
mother's placenta was a demotivated,
always anxious, and barely functional
human being. Great, I won the
swimming contest, and now, I am
facing real-world problems and a
slice of existential crisis. All these
pestering frustrations in life, I
would not even want to be the main
character of my novella.
God knows where had I been
when s/he decided to bless a
portion of humanity with talents,
competencies, and good looks. Look
at that high school intern at NASA

(National Aeronautics and Space
Administration); he discovered a
planet just days after the start of his
internship. Or that 7-year-old boy
who earns millions only by reviewing
toys on YouTube. Erstwhile, there's
also that neighborhood or relative
whom my parents wanted me to
emulate for s/he was an ideal figure.
Often I lose track of who is it that
I want to become. I can no longer
appreciate what I am capable of
doing. Do we all need to go through
a path of self-loathing and despair?
However, as I look at myself now, I
could not say if I should be grateful
that I went through those stages or
feel contemptuous because I could
have been happy during those trying
times. Leastways, I outgrew it.

If there's anything that selfloathing taught me, that would
be acceptance, tolerance, and
improvement. I could not be like
Einstein nor Luciano Pavarotti, not
even close to Mabini. We all have
these particular individuals whom we
adore much and hope to be like them,
but we can never be them. You have
your path. It may take time to create
that path, at least you have a vision,
a destination where that path leads.
You may find yourself left behind by
those whom you have sailed together,
and it is still okay. Sail at your pace.
Acknowledge what you are capable of
that is the essence of acceptance.
People will always have something
to say to you, and you can't get rid of
those. I know how bad it is when they
badmouth you for not completing your
degree in its designated timeframe.
I know how bad it is when you are

being compared to your siblings as
they have received honors during
their time as students of the same
institution you are right now. When
it came to me, I immediately built
barriers and severed my connections
with those kinds of people. Look, he
was a consistent honor student during
elementary, what happened then?
Why is he still in college even when his
batchmates are already working? It
hurts hearing this from others, how
much from your kin? However, I
did not grow a pair of ears to store
those uncharitable and unsolicited
opinions in my head. Ipalapos ra na
sa pikas dalunggan. Just tolerate and
disconnect.
However, it is not enough that you
have accepted and tolerated unending
negativities. Check before you wreck
yourself. If it feels heavy despite
having accepted and tolerated things,
you might as well try to improve
yourself. Are you bad at something?
Work on it. I used to despise math
until I found how fulfilling it was
when I solved a particular problem.
I realized that circumstances in the
past might have rendered my skills
into dormancy. Dili ka bogo. Maybe
the methods that your teacher used
in high school were too complicated,
and they weren't simplified to the
point where even the slowest learner
in the classroom can comprehend.
Always know that there isn't just one
thing that can influence a situation.
Continue to learn as life continues to
teach.
It's okay to be average; we are
wholesome creatures.

Art belongs to whom?

BUT'ANG AMANG
Anthony Velonta

In this modern world, where
both knowledge and culture
are free to circulate the globe—
circumventing barriers both physical
and constructed—the word “art” is
engraved into many things. While

there is no governing body that
judges what is art or not, many would
agree that many things are labeled art
haphazardly, following sensational
trends and short-lived, consumerist
fads. If that continues, then the art of
this generation would be defined for
its sensationalism—lacking substance
and direction. To combat that, the
artists must therefore be made aware
of what art really is, and where the
ownership of art lies.

Insight into the human condition.
That is how Lourd de Veyra defined
art in his “Art-Art ka Diyan” video
for TEDxDiliman. But who is this
Lourd de Veyra? Is he a national
authority on the arts? One way to
answer both questions is to provide

a familiar image that most Filipinos
could identify. He is none other
than the face of Mang Juan. Yes, the
“chicharon” packaged in green plastic
kind of Mang Juan.

Why then would a funny-man, TV
host, and junk food model be so bold
as to provide a definition of art? That
is because anyone could make art.
Everyone is capable of art. Therein
lies the first layer of ownership of art:
art belongs to the individual making
it. By being insight, art reflects the
thoughts, emotions, and experiences
of the individual. If this individual
chooses to make art, then the art
provides insight into his/her/their
self, birthing another pathway for
expression.

Returning briefly on the topic of
Lourd de Veyra, despite his more
mundane occupation, he could
indeed be considered an authority
on the literary arts. After all, has won
three Palanca awards—reserved only
for those that bring Filipino literature
forward throughout generations.
Even after this, he continues to
write both to entertain and educate
the common Filipino, serving the
people. With that, the second layer
of ownership of art is revealed: art
belongs to the community that
inspired it.
Whether art is made to serve the
people, or to portray them, it cannot
be denied that a fraction of the
ownership of an art form goes to the

people. As much as the individual
contributes to the community, the
community also shapes the individual
with the same degree. Following that
thought, the insight that art provides
into the individual human could
provide a slight glimpse into the state
of the community. After all, the phrase
“insight into the human condition”
entails two meanings: the condition
of the individual, and the condition
of the group of individuals—both
being human.
So, to the artist, when making art,
all of those must be considered. Art is
as much an insight into the self as it
is an insight to the environment that
that “self ” exists in.
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WHAT IF: Bacteria that leap through time

by Jean Aldemer Salgados

A Reddit thread in a group called
“Shower Thoughts” has a post that
says: Due to the evolution of bacteria
with respect to your body’s natural
defense
mechanisms,
traveling
forward in time could kill you, and
traveling back in time could kill
everyone. It's a no brainer for the
students and staff that are well-versed
in this line of expertise, yet it offers
a good outlet for discussion. What
would happen if we leaped through
time? Will there be a catastrophe or
will there be little to no changes at
all?
Adaptation. How does it work?
Let’s begin by tackling the
concept of adaptation. Based on
the theory proposed by the Father
of Evolution—Charles Darwin—
certain species are defined by the traits
they have acquired over generations
of recent or common ancestry like
how modern wolves and breeds
of dogs evolved from a common
ancient wolf ancestor. These traits are
acquired through natural selection
signified by the modern wolves, or by
selective breeding which led to most
exotic dog breeds.
Adaptation to external pressures
is part of the evolutionary success
of a species. But by and by a species

will reach the point of extinction.
A species may either fail to adapt
fast enough or get quickly killed off
with no opportunity to reproduce
viable offspring. This relates very
much to our case because the
more simple an organism gets, the
quicker the adaptation to external
pressure. Organisms have what we
call “generation time” which simply
put is the average of time (could be
any time measurement) between
two consecutive generations in a
population. For humans, it is 22 to
33 years. Bacteria, on the other hand,
have enough time for you to watch
one episode of Brooklyn Nine-Nine,
which is about 20 minutes.
Basing off that we can then say
it will take an incredible amount of
human lives, and bacteria, to achieve
a unique genetic mutation spanning
generations of testing whether or not
this trait will be any use in the long
run. A great example of this is how
the Bajau population of Indonesia
have evolved larger spleens in a span
of 1,000 years to stay underwater
for longer. Bacteria have also made
their rapid and worrying evolutions
such as resistance to penicillin and
amoxicillin which are commonly
used antibiotics.
Ferdinand Bacteria and Lapu-Virus
With all that in mind, let us jump

back 500 years in our floral polo shirt
and white shorts-shoes combination
and meet Magellan and the Spanish
inquisitors and the Filipino tribes
headed by Lapu-Lapu.
Right off the bat, there won’t
be anything serious, but give it a
few weeks and you start to see the
effects which are also not that serious
depending on the environment in
present-day Dumaguete. Turns
out that from a bacterial infection
perspective, bodies of both the
Filipino and Spanish are quite
capable of combating this modern
version of bacteria through organisms
called antibodies. Our immune
system is one impressive machine.
Given the bacteria isn’t severe, then
it is highly possible our bodies can
stand off against it and eventually
become resistant to it. However, all
forms of bacterial illness will greatly
affect those with weak immune
systems, resulting in deaths from your
bacteria.
A virus will be slightly different but
essentially the same. Viruses stand a
better chance at starting epidemics
than bacteria. It requires a living
host in order to replicate and it can
infect all types of lifeforms, including
bacteria. The slight difference
would be their rapidly increasing
severity and replication speed. This

difference would go on to be their
own weakness. The survival of a virus
relies on how severe it is; the deadlier
it is the more likely it will fail to
spread thus leading to its own death.
Viruses like smallpox are considered
young evolution-wise and are very
much deadly as they have only made
a transition to humans in the last
couple thousand years. Viruses like
influenza are among those that have
significantly reduced their deadliness
and have opted instead to affect
immune weakened individuals just
like the bacteria would.
But if for some reason smallpox
did infect the Filipinos and Spanish,
an Escaño kid will have most likely
come from a population that survived
the worst of the illnesses and would
have the information stored away in
their vast folds of genes, waiting for
the right external pressures to bring it
back into usage by memory cells.
Future Fights Fought Despite
Futility
This time we are now 500 years
into the future, with no clear image
on what to expect. Unlike the past,
future organisms may have evolved
some traits that are unknown to our
body’s immune system. This is where
great care is required on the part of
the individual. Evolutionary ages of
most organisms are considered old

and complexity in their makeup is
quite extensive, but that doesn’t mean
human bodies can’t keep up.
Our greatest weapon against
unknown diseases is our ability to
come up with powerful medications
against them and our equally powerful
ability to selectively evolve them. In a
hypothetical future where an Escaño
kid will get infected with antibioticresistant bacteria, the medication
they will receive might be just as
effective as common antibiotics but a
different chemical altogether. Or the
bacteria has devolved its resistance to
common antibiotics because medical
practitioners use different kinds of
medications to combat them.
To conclude...
The shower thought offers endless
and timeless answers; this writeup
only expresses one of many ideas and
fact-reinforced hypotheses. Maybe
when the time comes that new
diseases will emerge, we can be sure
that our bodies will be prepared, along
with the help of medical science. The
immune system is a wonderful thing,
protecting us from dangers we cannot
even detect with our senses. Whether
you come across a time traveler or just
a person from your neighborhood,
you can walk easy knowing that your
body will never give up on you to the
very end of your lifetime.

If we go back to history, countless
wars filled the land with blood as
food was an asset equivalent to
gold. Rome conquered Egypt for
grains; profitable spice trade caused
Magellan to navigate the earth and
inadvertently enabled the Spanish
colony in the Philippines for three
centuries. Life in medieval times was
never rainbows and butterflies.
Food wars these days have become
benign, comical at most as they are
mostly fueled by cultural differences,
not by survival. Despite being a
mainstream food, beef products are
still frowned upon by some. They may
be popular among Americans, but
Hinduist Indians will certainly not
jump on the bandwagon. For most
Hindus, cows are venerable beings
that are held with utmost devotion
as they are equivalent to the patron
saints of the Catholics.
However, exotic foods (not the
mainstreams) are what define a

particular culture. They may represent
a culture, but they are also agents of
cultural disparages. Exotic foods such
as dog, snake, rabbit, and guinea pig
meat are just a few examples of petturned-food that can cause disparity
among men.
Abominable for most of us, but
dogs are palatable creatures to some
people. In Yulin, Guanxi, China, a dog
meat festival is held annually every
summer solstice ( June 30).The festival
itself has sparked controversies and
criticism from animal rights groups
while others considered it as utterly
appalling. Hence, Chinese people
have been stereotyped as barbaric
beings with little to no disregard for
pets or companion animals. However,
there are factors that people often
overlooked before expressing their
disgust. Yulin Festival was never part
of the long Chinese history, and it
only appeared around ten years ago.
It is also a festival that only a few

Yulin residents organized but not
recognized by its local government.
Nonetheless, the current legal system
of China does not give special status
to dogs and only accept the duality of
dogs as being companions and food
items.
Dog meat-eating isn't native to
China. Countries such as Nigeria,
Indonesia, South Korea, Switzerland,
Vietnam, and the Philippines still
have a portion of its population who
are keen on eating dog meat. In
Nigeria, eating dog meat is regarded
by some as medicinal, with properties
that can boost immunity and improve
one's sex life. In Indonesia and
Vietnam, dog meat is consumed by
some during special occasions. The
same goes for some Filipinos who
eat dog meat and use it as pulutan
when having a drinking session.
Some locals in Switzerland also do
the same as it is still legal as long as
the dogs are killed humanely. Dog

meat was a famous cuisine in South
Korea until the younger generations
have shifted their preference from
keeping it as food to pet. Those who
have eaten dogs described its meat as
capable of warming their body; hence
it's a preferred food to some during
the cold season.
Snakes may be portrayed by
most as man's greatest nemesis as
they have caused the downfall of
humanity according to the bible.
However, the tables have turned as
they're now a delicacy to some. These
slithering reptiles ought to have
symbolized fertility, now served as
viands with aphrodisiac properties.
In China, snake soup has been
considered as a high-status delicacy
as its roots traced back to the Qing
Dynasty. Its varied ingredients and
complicated preparations made it

'One man's food is another man's pet'

by Jeck Tirambulo
Everybody loves to eat. Food is,
after all, the bread and butter for
survival. Since the pre-modern ages,
food has evolved in response to
people's preferences and availability
of resources. From eating it raw to
cooking it with fire and preparing
it with aesthetic values, food sure
has transcended many times and
appeared in forms that vary across
different cultures. However, the
diversity of food also happens to
be a potential source of conflict. As
such, it has led to a misunderstanding
between cultures and races, at worst,
discrimination.
There's food that everyone agrees
to eat, and there's also food that
others find disgusting and deplorable
to put on their plate. No matter
what form it is, it seems there's
isn't one human-made thing in this
universe that everyone would agree.

Galápagosization Syndrome
and the Future of Anime
by Momoka Yamamoto

Japanese anime is undeniably
popular in the world. Although a lot
of factors are attributing to its fastgrowing popularity, there are at least
four main reasons why an increasing
number of people have become a fan
of it.
First is that anime can target
a wide range of age groups, from
children to adults. There are many
kinds of stories such as school life,
action, historical drama, sports,
cooking, robots, and science-fiction,
among others which can meet
the diverse taste of audiences. In
Western countries, there is a similar
illustration called a cartoon. As much
as how the medium of cartoons is
created in the same way as the anime,
differences in how both of them are
executed are noticeable. For example,
some people say that cartoons have
been downgraded since they only
portrayed pretty characters that
will move as stories have become
dull. However, movies produced by
Disney and Pixar are exempted as
they have good stories that offer a

happy ending, which most viewers
would admire. For this, people who
grew up watching Disney and Pixar
movies find it hard to let go and still
feel the same excitement even if they
watch these shows as adults.
On the other hand, anime stands
out because of its unique presence for
each creation. As it gives many stories,
people can find their favorite anime.
It is distinct in a way that viewers find
it difficult to predict the development
and end of a particular anime even
when the main character loses or dies.
Also, many supporting characters
have entirely different personalities,
and sometimes they stand out
even among the main characters.
Examples are ”進撃の巨人 - Attack
on Titan -“ where Levi has garnered
more fans than the Erin and “僕の
ヒーローアカデミア- My Hero
Academia - “ with Todoroki being
more popular than Midoriya. These
situations make people excited which
cartoons do not usually have. Anime
also has a merit that it is addicting
because as the story continues every
time, viewers especially fans, cannot
forget to watch even one episode.

Second is that Japanese religion
and history hugely influenced the
anime (which most of its counterparts
usually lacked): Shintoism, one of the
Japanese religions that has a good
influence on anime. Shinto in Japan
is where one object called “Yorishiro”
— regarded as a god. Thereby, the idea
of comparing the object to another
object and envisioning the nonexistent object is prevailing in the
Japanese culture. From a historical
perspective, since Japan has never
experienced invasion from other
countries, its culture remains pure as
it reflects in the unique expression
narrative of anime from Japan’s
Galápagosization. Galápagosization
syndrome is wherein there's an
isolation of a development branch of
a globally available product. In this
case, no other country can improve
anime as its roots are based on
Japanese culture.
The third is the differences
between the production structures
of Japan from other countries.
Disney has created movies with a
global marketing strategy from the
beginning, which has to consider
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INTERNATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES. Silliman University Office of Strategic Partnerships in collaboration with Campus France and Deutscher
Akademischer Austauschdienst German Akademic Exchange Service
conducts a lecture session on academic opportunities in France and
Germany held at SU Hall last Feb. 17. Photo by Ian Zane Esparaga.
country-specific religion, politics,
and lifestyle taboo. Therefore, the
stories are simplified so that they can
be universally accepted. However,
anime is basically for the domestic
market. Because there are no worldaware taboos, various story settings

are straightforward. Freedom allows
the world's common sense to tolerate
surprisingly violent scenes and sexual
5
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Agri unveils modern feed lab

PAASCU conducts
survey visit on COPVA
by Edan Sam Pancho

UNVEILING. Silliman University College of Agriculture, in partnership with the General Milling Corporation, unveils the donated animal feed laboratory held at Silliman University Farm last Jan 30. Photo by Jeck Tirambulo.
by Jeck Tirambulo
SI LLIMAN UNIVERSI T Y
College of Agriculture (SUCA)
in partnership with the General
Milling
Corporation
(GMC)
formally unveiled the animal feed
laboratory in Silliman Farm last
Jan 30, donated by GMC. The
feed laboratory is composed of
several brand-new and refurbished
equipment that aims to be the first
in Negros to be accredited by the
Bureau of Animal Industry.
Dean of the College of
Agriculture Dr. Jose Edwin C.
Cubelo emphasized the importance
of having a functional feed lab for
the agriculture and animal science
students.
"The old feed lab of the College
of Agriculture has never been
operational since most of its
equipment was [were] installed in
the 80s or even in the 70s," Cubelo
said during his rationale speech.
He added that the establishment of
the modern feed lab will strengthen
the university's instruction, research,
and extension functions as well as
enable the students to learn how to
do the basic procedures of analyzing
nutrients and feed. He stated that
reading about these nutrients and
its components is not enough for
the students to fully comprehend
the subject: "They have to be able
to see for themselves how these
nutrients are technically broken
down, separated, and measured in
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descriptions found in popular
anime such as “東京喰種 トーキョ
ーグール -Tokyo Ghoul” and “ワン
ピース -ONE PIECE." From this
background, Japanese words such
as moe, tsundere, hentai, and Ero
Guro, which derived from anime,
have become recognized around the
world.
Lastly, anime authors’ and
directors' originality reflects their
works. The work of STUDIO
GHIBLI is "Miyazaki work",
theatrical animation "Your Name”
and “ Weathering With You”
are "Shinkai (Makoto) works".
The reason why they are known
worldwide by their director's names
is that their fans have recognized
that the producers and directors'
creativities
strongly
reflected
their output. Disney and Pixar's
work, which incorporates a lot of
opinions and is produced by the
entire organization, is rarely known
by the director's name. Because it is
possible to reflect intense creativity,
it is easy to create works that stand
out for the creativity and originality
of each creator.
The future of anime will likely
dominate different media platforms

the laboratory."
The reconstruction of the feed lab
was finally realized 13 months after
GMC's signing of the memorandum
of agreement with SU last Dec
4, 2018. Prior to its completion,
GMC has already started sharing its
expertise with the college by training
three faculty and staff members of
SUCA and one senior animal science
major student in GMC's feed lab
last Oct 2019. SUCA and GMC
have also been conducting a series of
feed trial research in Silliman Farm,
with the agriculture students serving
as paid interns.
The new feed lab, G. K. Young
Feed Laboratory, was named
after the current chairman of
GMC, George K Young Jr., whose
grandfather, Tirso Uytengsu was the
co-founder of GMC and Uy Matiao
and Co. Committed to improving
the animal agriculture industry in
the country, GMC is one of the
leading local companies in feed
milling, maize milling, agribusiness,
and fermentation.
Mr. Hubert Eric U. Young, a
member of the GMC's board of
directors and the brother of the
current chairman, was present
during the blessing and unveiling
along with the top officers: Executive
Vice-President
Joselito
Parco;
Finance Director Edwin Y. Kho,
who happens to be an alumnus of
SU, and OIC of Technical Services
Ma. Ernestina Elizalde.
In his speech, Young revealed
as people can watch anime easily
by expanding video transmission
services such as Netflix and
Crunchyroll. Netflix just announced
in January that 21st-century
STUDIO GHIBLI movies would
be available to about 190 countries
and regions. Back when overseas
broadcasting was still regulated,
there were a few people who
could watch anime. However, the
presence of some cartoon movies is
also becoming popular recently. For
example, ”Spider-Man: Into the
Spider-Verse," the first theatrical
animation work of Spider-Man,
which was usually a live-action
film so far, instantly gained fans
and praise. Chinese anime is also
becoming popular among Japan
anime fans as both of them have
cunning similarities.
Japan's anime industry has many
unique offerings under its sleeves.
However, if the competition with
other countries intensifies, Japan’s
uniqueness will naturally diminish.
If unsatisfied with the current
presence, it will continue to become
famous by continuing to look for
new proactive “uniqueness."

that his family has roots in
Dumaguete. His father's vision was
to help strengthen the growth of
animal agriculture by enhancing
the facilities for animal agriculture
education.
"We are committed to continuing
partnership
with
Silliman
University," he added.
As part of the agreement, GMC
eyes the next phase, which is to
renovate the college’s broiler houses.
The broiler, along with the dairy,
poultry, and swine projects serve
not just as field laboratories for
the students but also as incomegenerating projects of SU.
SU President Dr. Betty C.
McCann in her acceptance speech
acknowledged GMC's generosity.
"From the heart of Silliman
University, and as a challenge for
those who will be directly involved,
let us use this facility as good
stewards of God's resources," Dr.
McCann concluded.
The blessing of G.K Young Feed
Lab was led by senior minister
of the SU Church, Rev. Noriel
Capulong. The event was also
attended by some members of SU
administration: members of the
Board of Trustees Eng. Emmanuel
Abellanosa, and Dr. Grace Ty, VicePresident for Academic Affairs Dr.
Earl Jude Cleope; Vice-President
for Development Dr. Jane Anette
Belarmino, and OIP Director Melita
C. Aguilar and staff.
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A
SURVEY
VISIT
was conducted by the Philippine
Accrediting
Association
of
Schools, Colleges, and Universities
(PAASCU) to the College of
Performing and Visual Arts
(COPVA) to accredit its Bachelor in
music program last January 30-31.
“We did so many things, prepared
everything that they recommended
to us after their first visit,” said Dr.
Elizabeth Susan Vista Suarez, Dean
of COPVA.
The accrediting team was
composed of the following:
Fr. Generous Gonesto, Staff
Chairperson and OSA- Human
Resource Director of Colegio San
Agustin-Biñan; Mr. Patrick August
Anthony Soriano and Ms. Josefina
Antonio.

The PAASCU preliminary visit
took place last September 2016
where the team observed the music
program and gave evaluations as
well as recommendations to the
faculty for future accreditation visits.
Accreditors conducted faculty and
classroom observations, interviewed
the faculty and examined an exhibit
in the Multipurpose Hall. The
accrediting team was invited by
COPVA to visit their extension
program at West City Elementary
School, Dumaguete City.
Dr. Suarez on the outcome of
the survey-visit said: “We are very
hopeful that we will pass the survey
visit.”
As of now, the results of the
accreditation has not yet been
released. The music program will be
granted the accreditation status of
level one if the result of the surveyvisit is successful.

SHS Pageant moves to March 6
by Francis Ryan Pabiania
MISS SENIOR HIGH 2020
reschedules the pageant on March
6 and will be held at the Luce
Auditorium.
The date was officially announced
on the Facebook page of Miss Senior
High last Feb. 10. The pageant was
supposed to happen on Feb. 22,
but the SHS council decided to
reschedule it for a later date due to
the threat of Coronavirus Disease
(COVID-19)
The pageant was themed:
“Woman of the New Millenium” to
embody the progress of individuals
who have made as “thinkers and
doers of society. The theme defines
that the Miss Senior High is
driven with action towards current
problems and does what she can do
to adapt to the constantly changing
times.
Pageant Chairperson Caroline
Tam said: “one of the council's main
goals is student involvement and this
is a way to let the student body to
be aware of the candidates that are
competing in the pageant.”
She added that the pageant will
offer opportunities and will enhance
the skills of SHS students since the
entire students of the department are
working on it. Gerarica Villaflores
and Leira Camille Ronato, Grade
11 ABM students; Debie Miranda
and Cassiopeia Alesna Grade 11

HUMSS students; Alyssa Drew
Nasiad, Danielle Elysha Pinili and
Lady Angela Bureros, Grade 11
STEAM students; will fight for
the title of “Woman of the New
Millenium.”
The planning of the event began
after, Alexandra Tuale was crowned
as Miss Silliman 2019.
Tam,
together with her Co-Chairperson
Lara Labitad and the Student
Council took the chance to organize
it at the time of their planned Senior
High Week celebration.
For Tam, being a graduating
student and organizing a big event
together with Labitad is a challenge
for them. According to her, the
support of the Student Council is
still with them
“In God's grace, we have managed
to balance our academics and
organizing the event,” they said.
“There are a lot of students who
have what it takes to be a candidate.
Secondly, you can see that the
committee behind the pageant is
very hands-on with everything
and passionate about what they are
doing,” Tam said.
Moreover, tickets are still
available and can be purchased
from committee members, any Miss
Senior High candidate or from the
SUSHS Student Council Office,
located at Roble Hall.

GRADUATES. Students
from Hannam University
in Korea pose with their
certificates during the
graduation for the Intensive Exchange Program
(INTEP) held at the Silliman University Hall, last
Jan. 31. Photo by Kyle
Andree Bolhano.

PROGRESS. News Literacy Training held at the
McKinley Hall, which talks
about media and information literacy and news
literacy in the information
disorder, understanding
verification, independence
and accountability, how to
teach news literacy: case
study on how to fact-check
and as well as workshop
and group presentations
to teachers. Photo by Kyle
Andree Bolhano.

the weekly sillimanian
February 21, 2020

APMC cancels 53rd
annual convention
by Hannah Patricia Abril
THE 53RD ASSOCIATION
of Philippine Medical Colleges
(APMC) annual convention to be
hosted by Silliman University (SU)
scheduled on Feb. 5-7 was canceled
due to the COVID-19 scare. An
estimated amount of half a million
pesos was already spent on the said
event.
The cancellation of the national
event was declared by the executive
committee of the APMC for
safety measures of the participants,
including faculty and students of the
participating medical schools in the
country.
Dr. Walden Ursos, Dean of the
Silliman University Medical School
(SUMS) and University Physician
stated that the cancellation was
triggered by the two Chinese
nationals confirmed to be infected
by COVID-19 who passed by
Dumaguete City during their travel.
“Some of the schools were already
cautious, they’re asking whether
Dumaguete is safe or not. Some really
decided [to attend], a few days prior
to the start of the convention. Some
decided not to push through, so
they backed out from attending the
convention.” Dr. Ursos said.
The SUMS dean sent an advisory
to all participating medical schools
that Silliman will push through for
the convention despite the rising
epidemic. That is the university’s stand
regarding the issue.
“On Friday, I sent an advisory to all
participating medical schools that we
will push through because we are not
afraid of the Coronavirus. I mean, that
was our stand here,” Dr. Ursos stated.
“We can say na contaminate ang
Dumaguete, knowing that the virus is

still unpredictable. So it is prodded to
be proactive, nga we will cancel na lang
the convention... it would become
more or less liability to the school,
not just for Silliman but for APMC,
nga ngano gipadayon [on why it will
continue].”
The APMC gave SU a total
budget of P1.2 million for the annual
convention. The university has spent
P400,000 plus solicitations, an
estimated total of half a million pesos
for souvenirs, kits, and giveaways
which will be sent to the participants
along with the money paid for preregistration of the event.
The 53rd APMC convention will
not be postponed to another date this
year. Instead, it will transpire next year
hosted by another medical school.
“We expressed candidly na if
ingnan mi kami napud mu-host [if we
were told to host again ] next year, di
lang sa dagway kay [we will probably
refuse because] you know, the ordeal
of the preparation ba. We don’t want
to go through it again, basin napud
ba ma-postpone [it may be postponed
again]. Maka ingon gyud ka nga di jud
[you can say that it is not] meant
for Silliman. Ako man giingnan ang
APMC nga [we told APMC that]
we are willing to relinquish our turn
for hosting. We can give it to other
medical schools who are willing,”Dr.
Ursos said.
In regards to the university’s action
towards the rising epidemic, Dr. Ursos
stated that post-graduates cannot
afford another week of suspension
which may compromise their
internship and graduation schedules.
“In other words, school has to go on
for us, for all of us, life has to go on…
I hope wala’y [there is no] additional
threat.” Dr. Ursos said.

SU Eyes CVIRAA Reschedule
by Ian Zane Esparaga
Following the COVID-19 scare
and subsequent cancellation of extracurricular activities, Silliman University
suggested the rescheduling of the
Central Visayas Regional Athletic
Association (CVIRAA) at a later date.
Participation of student-athletes in
the CVIRAA regional meet will have
to wait as the university deals with the
scare and the final examination of the
students. Department of Education
(DepEd) regional director Salustiano
Jimenez confirmed last Feb. 17 that the
regional meet has been rescheduled to
March 15 to 21.
Based on the university’s first
advisory regarding the COVID-19
concern, the university’s participation in
the regional meet which was originally
slated this month is withdrawn and all
teams were instructed to suspend all its
practices.
“Now the city division of DepEd
sent us a letter of our confirmation
whether we still push through with the
participation of the regional meet,” SU
Athletic Director Henry Piñero said.
SU Vice President for Academic
Affairs Dr. Earl Jude Cleope, responded
that the pullout of athletes is solely
due to the memorandum regarding
COVID-19 from the Department of
Health and DepEd. The memorandum

prohibits the holding of big
congregations and events, the regional
meet being a gathering of studentathletes is one of these events.
Another concern of Piñero was that
March is considered a closed month
for the university. All extra-curricular
activities in and out of the campus are
not allowed.
Following this concern, the university
made a recommendation to the DepEd
regional office that the annual meet will
be moved to April after the month of
examination. If the decision of DepEd
persists, it is going to be the discretion
of the university president in regards
to the reasoning from DepEd and
the concerned departments namely:
School of Basic Education, Junior
High School, and the Senior High
School according to Piñero.
As of now, the university athletics
office has yet to receive an official list
of qualified athletes. According to
some coaches, some grade 11 senior
high school students were picked up
by other champion teams who will
represent the city.
“As of now let us wait and see but
we are participating in the regional
meeting”, Piñero added.
The city will still be hosting the
event despite the COVID-19 case.
Dumaguete also hosted last year’s
CVIRAA regional meet.
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university’s doctors and nurses, as
well as outsourced nursing aides from
agencies and freelancers.
According to the medical
personnel assigned at the gates, as
of now, there are no recorded cases
of fever among the students, faculty,
and staff. However, individuals with
coughs and colds were given and
advised to wear disposable face masks
to prevent the spread of infectious
illnesses. The services of the triage

system are expected to end this Feb.
21 unless the virus situation calls
for another week of screening. The
decision to continue the triage system
still falls under the HRD office.
As of press time, the COVID-19
- originating from the city of Wuhan
in China—has killed 2,009 people
including five outside Mainland
China and infected over more than
75,000 people around the world
according to CNN.
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COMELEC outlines plans
for 2020 [SG] elections
by Hannah Patricia Abril &
Nathan Angelo Cruz
Silliman
University
Student
Government (SUSG) Commission
on Elections (COMELEC) gave
announcements on the upcoming
student government elections in a
Facebook Live press conference last
Feb. 18.
The conference was hosted by
the Weekly Sillimanian (tWS) in
the COMELEC headquarters at
the Oriental Hall. Present at the
conference were Chairperson Earl
Padayao, Commissioner Raia Aguilar,
Commissioner Marielle Paguidopon
and
Commissioner
Christian
Culanculan.
It began with Padayao announcing
the updated election calendar which
was revised due to the Advisory No. 1
given by the university on Feb. 3 stating
that all extracurricular programs in
and out of campus are canceled.
“We hope for your understanding
and we apologize for this delay in
the election. This is in compliance of
university policy. The COMELEC,
although independent in nature, is
still under the powers of the university
administration and we cannot go
against the university advisory,” he
stated.
Afterward, the news writers of tWS
from page 3 | 'One man's food...
a symbol for bravery, wealth, and
respect; served only to certain officials
and celebrities. In Jakarta, Indonesia,
several restaurants are established
solely with king cobra-based foods as
their specialty. In Cambodia, eating
snake meat has been part of their
cuisine after famine ravished the
country during the Pol Pot regime.
In the Philippines, pythons prepared
in adobo style are prevalent to the
natives living in the province. Hence,
don't be surprised when somebody
is interested in buying those snakes
caught inside houses or school
buildings. They rumored to taste like
chicken meat when prepared well.
Rabbits are symbols of prosperity,
fertility, and are often bringers of
fortunes. These fluffy, cuddly, cute,
and seemingly harmless bunnies are,
however, recognized by many for their
meat as healthy alternatives. They are
said to be healthier than pork and
chicken. Rabbit meat is more popular
than those of dogs and snakes; hence
they are recognized worldwide, most
notably France and Spain. Paella, one
of the best-known dishes in Spanish
cuisine, contains rabbit meat as one
of its ingredients.
Guinea pigs, although loved
by many as pets, are also loved by
some Colombians and Peruvians as
food. These gentle, nervous-looking
rodents that eat alfalfa pellets are
usually cooked whole, often grilled,
sometimes deeply fried. Pet lovers
may cry upon hearing this, but
according to some activists, guinea
pigs as food is a better option for the
environment. These small mammals
emit less carbon than cows; hence a
shift from beef to guinea pig meat
promotes low impact living.
Pets turning to food and vice versa
may persist even in the coming days.
It all depends on the changes in
culture and circumstances. You may
find it disgusting when a particular
group of people eats fried tarantulas
or turtle soup, but the same group
whom you despised much for eating
exotic foods might also feel the same
to you as you eat balut. Differences,
as they emanate from circumstances,
will linger on and one cannot simply
alter it. Just don't eat somebody's pet,
tho.

gave questions to the chairperson
and the commissioners regarding the
election.
When asked about improvements
made to the voting process this year,
Paguidopon said that the Board of
Election and Inspectors (BEI) is
being revamped consisting of the
head, deputy heads, and the heads per
polling station. There will be training
for the members of the BEI and the
poll watchers per party.
To increase voter turnout, Aguilar
answered that an open campaign
has been decided and allowed by the
COMELEC, meaning, there will be
no restriction for the schedule of the
parties as far as the campaigning of
the colleges is concerned.
“We wanted a high voter turnout, in
order to have that, we want an open
process to be easy for the students.
That’s why we also decided to have a
lot of polling through things all around
the campus. We also decided to have a
lot of hotspots as well,” Aguilar said.
Previously, the voter turnouts were
42 percent in 2017, 36 percent in
2018, and 32.91 percent in 2019. This
means that there is a notable decrease
in voters each year.
Meanwhile, Paguidopon added
that voters for this year will not only
vote for their candidates, but also for
a plebiscite.

She explained that a plebiscite is:
“a vote by the student body wherein
they get to say a yes or a no about the
proposed changes in the constitution
here in our SUSG. Maybe [the voters]
will be shocked wherein in their
ballots, they don’t only get to vote for
candidates but they also get to vote for
a yes or a no for the proposal for the
changes of our constitution here in our
school.
The registration of campaign
managers is scheduled on Feb. 26
located at the COMELEC office at
the Oriental Hall. The official launch
of the campaign period is from March
2 to March 9.
The election forum is on March 2
and it is in partnership with the School
of Public Affairs and Governance. The
Miting de Avance is scheduled to
March 6.
On March 8, the COMELEC will
be in the process of finalizing the BEI,
along with the training of the poll
watchers. The election date will be on
March 11, 2020.
A partial list of candidates from
the SUSG election has been released
last Feb. 17 on the COMELEC’s
Facebook page. The revised election
calendar was also released on Feb. 19.
tWS will host a livestream during
the election forum, Miting de Avance,
and the tallying of votes.
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dedicated to those who are interested
in the offer.
According to its website, “Campus
France is a public institution in charge
of promoting French higher education
abroad and welcoming foreign
students and researchers to France. It
encourages international mobility and
manages scholarship programmes and
the alumni network.” France is said to
be the number one country in Europe
and the fourth country in the world to
receive international students.
“You do not have to speak French
to go to France, you can [speak it]
as speaking French can be polite. ”
Briffaut said.
The website Campusfrance.org
offers details regarding financial aids,
optional programs, and application
process. Since their office is located
in Manila, the applicants can inquire
online and present the needed
documents.
On the other hand, Ms. Katja
Becker-Sliwa,
DAAD
lecturer
from the Department of European
Languages at the University of the
Philippines
Dilliman
discussed
the details regarding DAAD,
requirements for the application,
and things to follow on getting
scholarships.
DAAD is a German Academic
Exchange service dedicated to
granting scholarships for international

students who would want to pursue
their studies in Germany. It is a
joint association of German higher
education institutions devoted to
internationalize the academic system
and promote change by exchange.
The association provides programs
for both undergraduates and
graduates. It offers programs such as
university summer courses, practical
traineeship for foreign students and
natural technical sciences, agriculture
and forestry; development-related
postgraduate
courses,
master
scholarship for public policy and good
governance, one-year research grants,
research grants for bi-nationally
supervised doctoral degrees and
research grants for doctoral programs.
Sliwa mentioned that international
students are allowed to do a part-time
job in Germany for 20 hours a day
without a special working permit.
“After your accreditation, you can
stay for 18 months in Germany and
work as much as you like, and after the
18 months, you can find a job related
to your studies,” Sliwa said.
Dr. Jenny Lind Elmaco, head of
the Office of Strategic Partnerships
announced that Silliman University
will host the European Higher
Education Fair this coming October
and the two guest speakers will be
coming back along with additional
guests.

FILED. CAUSE and SURE parties countercheck their Certificates of
Candidacy and Compiled Requirements at COMELEC HQ last Feb. 15.
Photo by Francis Ryan Pabiania.
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RANDOMSPACE: PANDEMIC PATTERN OF THE 20s

the

Viruses are common causes of diseases. These brought many infections and deaths all over the world. All throughout the
years, many viruses had already brought different tragedies, specifically pandemics. These pandemics, in history, seem to
be in a coincidence.

1820: First Cholera Pandemic

1920: Spanish Flu

The first Cholera pandemic was caused by a bacterium
called Vibrio cholerae. This first emerged out in India in the
year 1817 and had spread to other countries in 1820. It also
killed 100,000 people in India alone. In the following years,
it spread out to Europe and the Americas where many
people became affected by it. It lasted for almost 6 years.

The 1918 Influenza Pandemic, also known
as Spanish Flu, came from a strain of the
disease Influenza. This was the deadliest
pandemic recorded in history for it
infected 500 million and killed 20 to 50
million people around the world.

Source: History.com

2020: Coronavirus Disease 2019
(COVID-19)

Source: CNN.com

Source: History.com

Novel Coronavirus, now known as Coronavirus
Disease 2019, is a newly discovered strain of
the Coronaviruses — a family of viruses that
can infect both humans and animals. As of
this writing, almost 15,000 people have been
infected and about 1,000 people have been
killed — most of which came from China,
where the virus originated.

Compiled by Diamay Klem Balacuit

SILLIMAN CROSSWORD

UPDATED

ELECTION
CALENDAR

DIFFICULTY: EASY

Feb. 26 Registration of
Campaign Managers
and Watchers
Mar. 2 - Campaign Period
Mar. 9
Mar. 2 Election Forum
Mar. 6 Miting de Avance
Mar. 8 Board of Election
(BEI) and Watcher's
Training
ACROSS
Mar. 11 ELECTION DAY
1. Located behind Silliman Church

twscomic

Creepier than CoViD-19

DOWN

2. Foreign language taught in Silliman
3. Had a 7-peat Intramurals winning streak
4. Cultural Center of the South
5. Across Katipunan
6. Miss Silliman is the oldest pageant in _____

1. Best tempura inside the campus
2. Current SU President
3. Program taught in CCS
4. Can be heard inside SU CAF
5. Recent Intramurals champs
6. Crowned 73rd Miss Silliman
7. SU's Official Yearbook
8. The gate near Admin building

twscomic

Tradition

karun ka,
nagkita na
gyud ta!!!
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